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- Karnataka Christians under Attack...

by Don Aguiar.

In March 2021, Kannada news channel Suvarna
News, run by the Asianet News Network, ran a se-
ries of stories on Goolihatti Shekar, the Hosadurga
MLA. The headlines screamed: “How Christian
Missionaries Converted MLA Goolihatti Shekar's
Mother Puttamma”; “MLA Goolihatti Shekar Help-
less over His Mother Puttama’'s Conversion to
Christianity.” These stories explored how the MLA
was shocked that his mother would not step into his
house as it had Hindu idols.

The mother meanwhile tells the channel that she is
happy she converted and that she chose to convert
when she was feeling helpless after one of her sons
died. Other channels, too, covered the story of how
the MLA was “helpless” as the evangelists influenced
his (adult) mother.

On October 13, Goolihatti Shekar chaired a meet-
ing of the Legislative committee on Backward
Classes and Minorities Welfare in the absence of
the committee chairperson and BJP MLA Dinakar
. Keshav Shetty. The Committee took a few impor-
tant decisions. It decided to recommend to the
government to enact a tough anti-conversion law.

It also decided to order a survey on Christian mis-
sionary work in the state and to identify “unauthor-
| ised” people. Shekhar told the media that churches,
prayer halls and Bible societies were mushrooming
in the state and they were being used as centres for
conversion.

The third important decision by the committee was to
look into persons from Scheduled Caste communities
being converted to Christianity. The MLA cited the ex-
o ample of a woman from the Bovi community who has
" converted to Christianity and contested in a reserved
=y ticket in the panchayat polls. “You cannot avail the
i - benefit of SC and also a minority. You can have only
o U4 ey " .
= -.if'-"‘““ one," Shekhar said.

Though members of the opposition did point out that
the Indian Constitution does give the right to every
citizen to profess any religion of their choice, the com-
mittee went ahead and told administrators of Yadgir,
Chitradurga and Vijayapura districts to be “cautious”
as they had “information that more conversions were
happening in these regions.

Currently the state patronage to such political “gossip”

did embolden local Hindu nationalist groups to em-

bark on a season of vigilante activity, beating up itin-

erant pastors, breaking into homes where Christians

were praying, or damaging small village prayer halls.
Congregations have been broken up by mobs and be-

lievers hospitalised with injuries. We already have ex-
amples from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh where the RSS has all but taken

over from the state in moral and religious policing.
Evangelical and Pentecostal pastors are the main vic- é
tims, Catholic nuns and clergy have faced their share ky-
of violence, incarceration and threatened bodily harm. }

The police, too, stand accused — of making threats | .
to Christians, hauling them into police stations and
carrying out raids on Sunday prayer services. In the H
process, the promise of Article 25 of India’s constitu- *

tion to protect the rights an individual to freely profess,
practice and propagate the religion of their choice has

gone for a toss. o

India does not have a law for registering places

of religious worship, with extant regulations cov- . i
ering only properties, management trusts and

educational and health institutions. Various gov- |
ernments in the past have sought to conduct surveys

of churches and mission groups and pastors, but all 5

Al
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‘

attempts were given up after a few days of publicity © .h._:'u i
and political posturing. i v
iy :
2
In the past few weeks, right wing groups have at- --':"; 4
tacked at least seven Christian prayer halls. To a lay »
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Lakhimpur massacre

First the Haryana CM Khattal open-
ly asks his followers to retaliate against
the farmer agitation only to draw flak
from his critics. Days later, Ajay Mishra
MOS Home at the centre and also a sit-
ting MP from Lakhimpur [UP] threatens
farmers openly with dire consequences
if they dare to agitate in his constitu-
ency and actually received applause
from the gathering. When two senior
BJP leaders holding positions of power
issue threats to the farmers is indicative
of the fact that the BJP as a whole is
anti farmer and every leader is licensed
to openly threaten the farmers who
have been agitating for almost a year
now which is not easy facing inclement
weather and hostile BJP governments.
While the Modi government may be
trying to tire out the agitators, they are
equally determined to carry their fight
forward till their demands are met. The
tussle has to end somewhere and Modi
has to take a lead.

Actually what happened in Kheri in
Lakhimpur [UP] was not an accident.
It was a pre-planned act to teach the
recalcitrant farmers a lesson — some-
thing that the MOS Home had threat-
ened to do. If the visual reports are to
be believed the farmers were moving
in an orderly manner without any sign
or intention of creating a law and order
problem. Very fact the police did not
stop them is proof enough that they
were not violating any law. It was only
when the cavalcade of vehicles purport-
edly belonging to the family of the local
strongman and a minister of Home at
the centre moved at high speed killing
four of them. Undoubtedly the car oc-
cupants were followers or well wishers
of the minister. This obviously infuriated
the other farmers that they indulged in
lynching the occupants of the vehicle.
A narrative is making rounds that the
farmers killed BJP workers but in real-
ity the occupants in the vehicle were
assaulted who happened to be BJP
workers. These are two different things.
Whether the farmers were right in doing
what they did is for the inquiry commis-
sion will look into and punish them.

The vehicle belonged to the minis-
ter and it is believed that his son Ash-
ish was in the vehicle which mowed the
farmers and it is alleged that he fled
from the scene immediately therea-
fater. An FIR was filed with the Police in
which he was named and was charged

VIEWS on NEWS

u/s 302 of IPC. Of course there was a
counter FIR from the BJP side against
the farmers in general without possibly
naming anyone for the lynching of its
workers. The Opposition parties, keep-
ing the coming UP elections in mind,
decided to make a beeline to condole
with the farmers and the families of the
farmers who lost their lives in an inci-
dent which by no means was acciden-
tal. Apprehending trouble from all sides,
a cornered BJP government decided to
block all roads. There was clamour for
the arrest of the minister’'s son but the
police adopted a lackadaisical approach
which infuriated the opposition and the
farmers alike while the son was giving
interviews to all the TV channels ex-
plaining to them at length that he was
not present at the site of the incident but
elsewhere. He ought to have been ar-
rested for questioning.

There was national outcry and the
court had to berate the UP Police for
inaction asking if they extend the same
liberties to all accused. Stung by the
apex court’s strictures, quick action fol-
lowed which included the arrest of the
accused. Our most vocal PM and HM
chose to remain silent when the whole
nation was shocked at the brazenness
of the administration. There is a call for
the resignation of the MOS so that the
investigation can proceed without any
undue influence and possible interfer-
ence. That is a fair demand but it is a
prestige issue for the BJP. Simply ignore
the demand and show they do not care
for public opinion. The fallout of this epi-
sode will be felt at the next elections in
UP along with the failure on the Covid
front. Yogiji will be on test. But with a
divided opposition, victory for the Yogi

government is assured.
*kkkk

Drugs and celebrities
Every time a celebrity is involved in
some drug case, which is not something
unusual, the entire media, be it electron-
ic or the print media goes into a dizzy
of sorts. All other issues, howsoever im-
portant, take the back seat. There are
reporters in every nook and corner to
cover every little aspect of the case giv-
ing nonstop commentary as if they are
covering election results Take the case
of Aryan Khan s/o famous SRK, who

by Marshall Sequeira

until he decided to have ‘blast’ on the
cruise ship, was a nonentity. But over-
night he has acquired more fame than
the father himself. It is not that this
evil habit is restricted to the film world
alone. There are more addicts outside
but being ordinary people their cases
never get highlighted in the media. The
hype is created more by the media
rather than the agency itself.

Drug abuse in the film world univer-
sally is an in-thing. Many big stars have
even lost their lives due to this habit.
It is generally believed by any ordi-
nary mortal that the film stars because
of their life style and glamour are the
happiest persons on earth. One thing
that needs to be remembered is that
they are good ‘actors’ and therefore
with their plastic smiles they are able
to fool their fans into believing that ‘all
is well’. No wonder budding youngsters
crave to emulate their idols in the film
industry and leave their homes and
come to places like Mumbai to make
it big in films. A few of them are duped
by unscrupulous agents — some are
exploited monetarily while young girls
are sexually abused.

Drug abuse by celebrities actually
starts with the parties that they attend
and they have many. What starts as
just for fun ends up with a habit that is
hard to give up. With the money power
at their disposal, getting the substance
is not difficult. When it comes to drugs,
it is a highly secretive society. They
procure their quota only from trusted
sources and once the distributors get
caught, it invariably leads to the end
users of this highly priced substance.
While it is not uncommon for agencies
to conduct raids, it is highly unusual
for the raiding party to ‘bring along’ a
witness if he is acquainted with the of-
ficials. That would raise the question
of conflict of interest and courts should
look into this. Will the agency accept a
witness suggested by the person who
is being raided? Think about it.
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observer, these attacks may seem
random or even sporadic, but that
is not the truth. Investigation has
revealed that these attacks and
the high pitch narrative against
churches — supported by the
BJP — are part of a well thought
out plan for achieving two goals:
introduce a stringent anti-conver-
sion law in Karnataka, and prevent
Scheduled Caste persons who
convert to Christianity from avail-
ing reservation benefits.

The fact-finding report highlights that
a vast majority of such attacks have
taken place against Christians be-
longing to the Dalit and the tribal com-
munities. The spate of such incidents
of hate crimes, mob violence against
Christians only seems to be increas-
ingly compounded by rallies and slo-
gans against the community based
on triggering fears and anxieties over
‘religious conversions’.

Several right wing organisations ad-
mitted openly that the reason behind
the increasing ‘raids’ on Christian
prayer halls is to highlight the issue
of conversion in the state. The intent
is to create an atmosphere against
conversions and capitalise on it to
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push for an anti-conversion law on
the samelines as thosein the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat. In fact, a memorandum
with key demands has been drafted by
the right wing organisations, for an an-
ti-conversion bill and on what it should
entail, and demand that the Bill should
be immediately passed through an
Ordinance, the government should
not wait till the next Assembly session
where it could then be passed. The
Chief Minister has reportedly granted
an appointment.

They intend to step up pressure on the
government with several Hindu mutts
already on their side, this group of
Hindutva organisations, plan to peti-
tion District Collectors to push for an
anti-conversion law at the earliest. On
October 21, through religious heads
across the state, cutting across caste
lines, they plan to give their demand
in writing to DCs in all districts. They
have already spoken to the head of
the Puttur mutt, Pejawar Sri and Bala-
gangadhara Swamy to join them.

Right-wing activists say that the
sudden rush to bring in ordinance
against conversion is that an atmo-
sphere has been created over the
last few weeks and the sentiments
of the general public has been care-

fully crafted against conversions.
They want to strike when the iron
is hot. Despite so many cases of
‘love jihad’ and conversions, people
have been silent for so long. Now
because of their campaigns, people
are coming out and speaking more
openly, they say. “There is an atmo-
sphere created against conversions.
So we do not want to waste any time
which is why we are pushing for an
Ordinance at the earliest. We are
worried that the government will not
bring in a law if we wait. We have al-
ready seen Christian groups object-
ing to the survey,” they say.

The fears which are being fuelled
of Christians converting Hindus is
baseless. The brutal attacks have
taken place across 21 states. This
is a scary situation, raising critical
guestions over the role and the
position of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) and
the home ministry and their fail-
ures in stopping this violence.

Is this the beginning of the end?
Right-wing  activists says that
churches need to be *“authorised”,
and prayer meetings cannot be held
in homes. Does it not sound like Chi-
na? Bible study groups and prayer

' (Contd.. on p. 7 |
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Ursuline clesct
Provineial Couneil.

he oldest indigenous Manga-
I lore UFS nuns - 'Ursuline Fran-
ciscan Sisters’ congregation
of Mangalore Province had their IX
Province Chapter at 'Shanthi Dham'
Provincialate, Derlakatte from Octo-
ber 17th — 21st, 2021. With the theme
“Repair My House”, V. Rev. Sr Sush-
eela Sequeira, the Superior General
was the President of the Chapter. On
the first day Bishop Peter Paul Sal-
danha celebrated the Holy Eucharist
and gave a solemn message to the
Chapter Delegates.

Thanking the Bishop Sr Rita Vas, the
outgoing Provincial, said that UFS
Congregation took its birth in the vi-
cinity of Rosario Cathedral and their
Founder Rev. Fr Urban Stein SJ was
the first Parish Priest of the Cathedral.
And Mangalore Province has 32 com-
munities, out of which 25 are in Man-
galore Diocese itself. She appreci-
ated Bishop fittingly for his undaunted
service in the diocese and his able
and dynamic leadership. Bishop Sal-
danha, wished God’s blessings on all
the Sisters present and commended
them for their dedicated service in the
diocese and outside.

On October 19, 2021, Fr Paul Melwyn
D’'Souza OFM Cap., Episcopal Vicar
for Religious in Mangalore diocese
celebrated Holy Eucharist and prayed

for the chapter delegates. Same day
the new Provincial team headed by
Rev Sr Clara Menezes was elected;
Councillors Sr Juliana Pais, Sr Leena
D’Souza, Sr Severine Crasta and Sr
Susheela Monteiro. After the prayer
service they were greeted by the
chapter delegates, Generalate team,
community sisters and the Novices.
The recent days have been filled with
greetings and celebrations in honour
of the new Provincial and team.

Rev Sr Clara Menezes : The new Pro-
vincial Superior, elected October 19,
2021, hails from Agrar Parish. She
was the Novice Director for four years
for the Novices of Mangaluru Prov-
ince. She was then appointed princi-
pal of St Michael's Composite College
Hubli. Later, she was the Principal of
St John’s International School, Phal-
gar, Mumbai, managed by Aldel Edu-
cation Trust. After being elected to
the provincial council in 2015 she has
been the full time assistant to Sr.Rita
the outgoing Provincial. She is well
known to be Committed, reliable, so-
cial and approachable.

Brief background of the UFS order:
In January 1887, the Vicariate of Man-
galore was raised to the status of
a Diocese by the order of Pope Leo
X, Fr Urban Stein SJ, an able Ger-
man Priest was the first resident Vicar

(1879-1888) of the Rosario Cathedral
of our Lady of the Rosary at Bolar, in
the heart of Mangalore (This church
was named a Cathedral in 1850). In
those times of economic crunch, he
envisioned the immediate need for
the pastoral care and education of
children and women and the care of
suffering in the Bundar (Old Port) area
- the prime part of the town. Soon af-
ter assuming charge, Fr Urban Stein
motivated a few young refined ladies
of the vicinity to come forward and
help in the vital task. In the fore-front
was Nympha Fernandez, daughter of
the Deputy Collector, who became a
natural leader of this informal band
and later the formal first Superior of
the order. This small dedicated band
of Mangalore Catholic maidens did
exemplary work among the down
trodden / underprivileged for their up-
lift - were often called the 'Angels of
Bundar’.

A few decades after the Ursuline con-
gregation was given first life by Fr
Urban Stein, Fr A. Macree, who was
the great Jesuit Canonist supported
in writing the first Constitutions and
brought the cause of the Ursulines
of Mangalore before the Holy See in
Rome. It obtained the seal of an in-
tegral religious congregation with its
'Canonical Erection’ on May 13, 1934.
It was named as the Catechist Sisters
of St Ursula. There is sufficient reason
to claim that the Ursuline Congrega-
tion-UFS has purely Mangalorean re-
ligious origins. The pioneer nuns and
successors and majority of the mem-
bers through 125 years have mostly
been from local surroundings. During
1955-1958 Fr Pacificus Menezes ofm
Cap brought about a major confluence
in Ursuline and Franciscan spirituality
and came to be called - "Ursuline Fran-
ciscans". There are several people
down the line who have played a role
in the development of this order. The
Centenary of the 'Foundation House’
at the original mother house at Bolar,
(constructed in 1901) was marked in
a special way. This monument can
still be seen today, now the informa-
tive foundation history museum of the
UFS congregation is housed here .

-Compiled : Ivan Saldanha-Shet.
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Covid-19 and vacci-
nation centres

The second wave of Coronavirus
has wreaked havoc across the coun-
try but still there are many people who
are neither wearing masks nor follow-
ing SOPs.

Those who are found without
the face mask must be fined heavily —
even if they are VIPs.

To tackle the Covid-19 situation in
the country, there is a need for many
more vaccination centres and the vac-
cination capacity must also be en-
hanced. The facilities at government
hospitals to treat Covid-19 patients
also needs to be scaled up.

—Jubel D'Cruz,
Dombivili, Mumbai

Church on a
synodal journey

According to Pope Francis, one of
the most precious legacies of Vatican
I, is a synodal church that journeys
along with the pope, bishops, clergy,
religious and lay persons , listening to
one another and to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit , and addressing the
many failures and shortcomings in
the church and its structures. It is the
teaching of Vatican Il that the entire
church community of the baptized,
from the bishop to the last of the faith-
ful together, can never go wrong in
matters of faith and morals, because
of the active presence of the Holy spir-
it. The present synodal process set
in motion by the Vatican on October
7, 2021, will be 2-year long journey,
culminating in October 2023.In this
connection, it is pertinent to recall that
the 2 consecutive synods of 2014 and
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2015 connected to marriage and fam-
ily, proved to be a big disappointment
to those in difficult marital situations
and those in same sex union. Much
was expected from the deliberations,
but in vain. This has cast serious
doubts as to how much of lay partici-
pation in Synods really matters and
contributes to the changes in church
doctrine and teachings, even after lis-
tening to the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Even propositions voted upon by the
bishops do not find a place in the final
documents, because It is the Pope as
head of the college of bishops who
has the final say in the final papal Ap-
ostolic Exhortations. It is hoped that
Synod 2023 will not end up the same
way as the earlier one----going round
in circles, and back to square one.

— A. F Nazareth,

Alto Porvorim, Goa

Radio collar for
whom -
Man or Beast?

Sunil Limaye, the newly appointed
Principal chief conservator of forests,
in an interview, made a very interest-
ing comment while referring to en-
croachments on forest land, when
he said, "One cannot teach leopards,
but one can teach people how to be-
have". He couldn't have put it better.
One cannot encroach onto wildlife
territory and teach the animals how
to behave. Man needs to respect the
rights of animals and their space. If
you are venturing into the forest, you
cannot escape the consequences.
And that is exactly what is happening
at Aarey & the Sanjay Gandhi National
Park in the city.

Recently, the newspapers reported
that there have been seven attacks in

45 days at Aarey. Can we take that as
animals teaching humans how to be-
have? In short, to keep off their terri-
tory! It's time we give the wild animals
their due. But what is the response of
the authorities? The forest department
has planned to radio collar a trapped
leopard to monitor his movements.
This move of the forest department
to radio collar the trapped leopard is
deplorable. In fact, according to the
newsreport, two other leopards have
already been fitted with the Radio col-
lar in order to study their movements
in Aarey & SGNP. Are these animals
criminals, that we need to track or
study their movements? What do they
want to study, who is going to be their
next victim?

Come to think of it, if anyone
needs to be radio collared, it is we
humans, because we have forayed
into animal territory. Human beings
need to be radio collared to study
their movements, to know when the
next incident of murder or rape is go-
ing to happen. The authorities need to
be practical.

Needless to say, as far as en-
croachments on forest land is con-
cerned, they need to be dealt with
a firm hand. We cannot continue to
provide alternative free accommoda-
tion to them. The authorities ought
to be more vigilant and stop further
encroachments and remove all pres-
ent encroachments immediately.
We should stop people rushing in
where Angels fear to tread. Enough is
enough!.

—NMelville X. D'Souza
Orlem, Malad.
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A Matter

wo friends from different parts of

I India sent me the now viral let-

ter about priests and trusts. The

letter No 0899/21/IN dt 8/10/21 is writ-

ten by Abp Leopoldo Girelli, the Apos-

tolic Nuncio to India. It is addressed to

the bishops of Tamilnadu and makes

interesting reading, meriting circum-
spection.

The Nuncio's attention was drawn to
several priests in Tamilnadu establish-
ing private trusts “registered under the
guise of Non Governmental Organiza-
tions ostensibly to help those in need”.
The Nuncio writes that “all too often
they become financial and political
power bases for the priests involved”.
He continues that priests and religious
should not be associ-
ated with autonomous
trusts/societies/compa-
nies, unless they are
specifically approved by
the bishops concerned.

He then quotes Canon
Law. Priests are not
permitted to take up the
management of goods
belonging to lay per-
sons or secular offices which entail an
obligation of rendering accounts. They
cannot even stand as personal surety
for such acts without the bishop’s per-
mission (cf Can 285:4). He goes on to
say that Canon 286 states that “clerics
are prohibited from conducting busi-
ness or trade personally or through
others, again without the bishop’s
permission. Non-compliance would
attract penal provisions, according to
their gravity, as per Canon 1392.

He then “recommends” that the Tam-
ilnadu bishops formulate guidelines

Please renew your
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Mention your subscription
no. while sending the
renewal amount
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Of Trust

for such activities. The bishops are
to ascertain details of personal trusts
run by priests. They should be closed
down and no new ones permitted.
Genuine trusts may be brought under
diocesan control and there should be
no sole trusteeship whatsoever.

On the face of it this is a bold and prag-
matic step by the Nuncio and needs to
be fully appreciated. However, | see it
as a conundrum, raising more ques-
tions than it answers. Here’'s why.

1.If by the very nature of their voca-

tion priests are not supposed to in-

dulge in trade and commerce, then

why should the bishop permit it at

all? Take the Rupees Thirty Crores
(Three Hundred Million) cash
scandal in Jalandhar diocese
on 29/3/2019. The Punjab po-
lice raided a church premises
and recovered several Crores
in cash. Note that this was just
two days before the close of
the financial year, when most
businessmen start padding up
their books. The Model Code
of Conduct for the Lok Sabha
elections was also in force that
specifically bans the possession of
large amounts of cash. Itis also con-
trary to Income Tax rules. The real
shocker though is the “Important
Clarification” issued by Bp Agnelo
Gracias, the Apostolic Administrator.
Itwas published on page 9 of the dioc-
esan magazine “Christward’ in April
and states, inter alia, that a group of
companies was being run under the
name of Sahodhaya for supply of
text books, smart boards, training of
security personnel and construction
work. These “companies” were not
run by the diocese, but by some di-
ocesan priests with due permission
and within the ambit of law. Fourteen
Crores had already been depos-
ited in the bank and the remaining
amount of Rs 16,65,00,000/- was
being counted by a single bank em-

ployee late at night when the police
raid took place! Docile and gullible
Catholics swallowed this story hook,
line and sinker. | didn't.

2.The next example is of Bp Gallela
Prasad of Cuddapah diocese. In the
wake of ample evidence of diver-
sion of funds to his alleged mistress
and son, he was removed from of-
fice and now resides in St. Patrick’s
School, Gandhinagar, Chennai. The
moot question is, “What happened
to the misappropriated funds?” Is
this not a betrayal of trust? Where
is the recompense and restoration
that should form part of repentance?

3.What about Bp Franco Mulackal,
again of Jalandhar, who is being
tried on multiple rape charges?
Who is funding his expensive law-
yers in Kerala and even in the Su-
preme Court? How can he continue
to reside in the Bishop’s House in
Jalandhar, when he is facing such
serious criminal charges? In con-
trast, the poor victim faces shame
and trepidation. Did not the bishop
betray the trust of a woman religious
over whom he exercised authority?

4. Bp K.A. William of Mysore is also in
the news for multiple counts of be-
trayal of the trust reposed in him. 37
priests of his diocese have submit-
ted a written complaint against him
that includes allegations of murder,
sexual molestation and financial
misappropriation.  On 15/8/2020
Cardinal Tagle ordered him to un-
dergo a paternity test. No action
taken. The Nuncio appointed an
Enquiry Committee (EC) that made
two visits to the diocese in March
and July this year. Several withess-
es deposed, even on oath. Dossiers
of evidence were submitted. All we
know is that the EC ordered him to
desist from selling a 269 acre coffee
estate in Yercaud, TN. On the com-
plaint of the parishioners of Naga-
valli the Senior Civil Judge, Chama-
rajnagar, passed a restraining order
on 22/8/21, against the bishop sell-
ing off the parish property. The dos-
sier alleges financial misappropria-
tion running into several Crores, and

' (Contd..onp.7)
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lists Rupees Thirty Three Lakhs put
into personal Life Insurance in 2016,
just before he was appointed bish-
op. If the EC report does not reflect
these allegations, or the Nuncio re-
fuses to act on it, then again it will be
a huge betrayal of trust.

5.There are several other provisions
in Canon Law that would merit the
Nuncio’s attention.  Canon 284
states that clerics should wear suit-
able ecclesiastical dress. Do they?
Canon 282 says that they should
have a simple way of life and avoid
anything that smacks of worldliness.
| presume that includes fancy cars,
electronic gadgets, photographic
equipment, watches, perfumes and
liquor. Canon 277 says that cler-
ics are obliged to observe perfect
and perpetual continence, not just
celibacy. So all and every sexual
act or stimulus is out. Canon 276:2
imposes the obligation of the litur-
gy of hours. How many priests do
we see today with their breviaries?
They seem to have been replaced
by briefcases. Canon 279 warns
against profane novelties and pseu-
do-science. This is a tough task.

6.Trusteeship cannot be limited to an
organization. More importantly, it is
a huge responsibility that a priest or
a bishop voluntarily accepts to car-
ry. But seen in its strictly legalistic
sense we find that in the Bombay
Archdiocese, the parish priest is the
sole trustee of the parish. Attempts
by the Charity Commissioner to cur-
tail this hegemony or monopoly have
failed. Most dioceses are registered
as societies, trusts or even as com-
panies. Legally therefore their trust-
eeship (stewardship) is limited only
to the members of such bodies. The
common people have no locus stan-
di, and cannot hold such jurisdical
bodies accountable. Courts func-
tion on legalities, not moralities; so
in the absence of any other checks
and balances, such trusts, by their
very opagueness, breed mistrust.

In India we have various civil laws
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to govern religious places.

The Sikhs are governed by the rules of
the Shiromani Gurudwara Praband-
hak Committee. Muslims have Waqf
boards and in many States there are
Devasom Boards to manage big
temple trusts. There have been at-
tempts in Kerala to bring in legislation
to manage/control church properties,
but the all powerful hierarchy has sty-
mied such attempts.

So what does the laity do about trusts,
trusteeship, the trust deficit or even
the betrayal of trust? Part of Pope
Francis’ agenda on Synodality is to
break this hegemony. He calls it the
curse of clericalisation that is not ac-
cording to the mind of Christ. Vatican
Il was about the devolution of power
in collegial and fraternal relationships.
It didn’t happen. The present Synod
could meet the same fate. Yet | be-
lieve that “hope springs eternal in the
human breast”.

How does one restore power parity,
as in a weighing scale? Either one
removes some weight from one pan,
or adds weight to the other. The first
option is what happened during the
French Revolution when the people
grabbed power from both the monar-
chy and hierarchy. The other alter-
native is much slower, the Ambedkar
approach, that knowledge is a power.
The ignorant laity should stop blam-
ing others and became knowledge-
able and aware. Secondly, it must
build its own financial resources and
institutions.  Just like the Tatas and
Azim Premiji, Catholic industrialists
and leaders should focus on becom-
ing economically independent. In this
context | welcome the clamp down
on easy access to foreign funds that
made the hierarchy/ clergy even more
self-sufficient and the laity redundant.
Then, and only then, will the powerful
hierarchy/clergy take note of you. Till
that happens all we will get is caution-
ary notes from the Nuncio on trustee-
ship. May this Synod be an opportu-
nity for the laity, the somnambulant
giant, to come of age.

. The writer is the Convenor of the
Indian Catholic Forum

(Contd.. from p. 3)

meetings in homes have suddenly
become “unauthorised, illegal and
anti-national”. Does this mean that
in SCC (Small Christian Commu-
nity) meetings - not only can goons
barge into your home and terrorise
you and get away with it, but the
police themselves are now “autho-
rised” to come into your home and
arrest you.

Rev Peter Machado, Archbishop of
Bengaluru, in a statement issued on
Friday, expressed concern over the
survey ordered by the committee.
“In the background of the conver-
sion bogey and anti-religious feel-
ings that are being whipped up, it is
dangerous to make such surveys.
With this, our community places of
worship as also pastors and sisters
will be identified and may be unfairly
targeted. We are already hearing of
such sporadic incidents in Karnata-
ka....Further laws will only be tools
in the hands of a few to hound and
persecute the innocent,” he said.

And while Christians are the target,
not many seem to realize that the
20 percent or so population of Dalits
in the country is effectively denied
the freedom to choose the faith they
wish to follow in such a scenario.
While the Constitution had guaran-
teed rights to profess, propagate
and practice any religion, is there a
need of an anti-conversion law giv-
en enough safeguards have been
enshrined in the Constitution.
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Christian Communications Media -

The Alberoneamn
Perspeciive

ne of the most significant an-
Onual practices of the Church

is the observance of COMMU-
NICATIONS DAY/WEEK/MONTH in
different parts of the Catholic world at
varying times of the year. Since its for-
mal introduction by Pope Saint Paul
VI in 1967, its observance is closely
linked to the Solemnity of the Ascen-
sion. And appropriately so,

communications at any given point of
time. The one scriptural passage the
Pauline Charism clearly gives flesh to,
is:

“In the beginning was the Word. And
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through
him, and without him was made noth-
ing that was made. What-

given that May is also con-
sidered the month of the Holy
Spirit, through whose power
the Apostles became fire-
brand communicators of the
Lord’s Passion-Death-Resur-
rection mystery to the ends of
the Earth! In India, however,
November continued to be
observed as COMMUNICA-

by Ladislaus
Louis D’Souza

ever came to be, found life in
him, life which was also light
for all people. The light that
shines in the dark; the light
that darkness could not over-
come” (John 1:1-5).

The above passage, on the
one hand, strikes a chord in

TIONS MONTH by the CBCI
until recent times.

More significantly, in November, the
10-branched Pauline Family [PF], two
of whose congregations are actively
involved in the communications apos-
tolate, also celebrates the Feast of its
Founder, Blessed James Alberione
[1884-1971]. Alberione, the initiator of
the Pauline Apostolate of the Media
of Social Communications, always re-
minded his adherents that they were
born of the Word and of the Eucha-
rist. As such, the Pauline Family’s
mission essentially stands as ‘Living
and giving to the world Jesus Master,
the Way, the Truth & the Life’, through
all and any available means of social

every believer involved in the
media, challenging our per-
ception of its impact on faith and mor-
als in communication. On the other, it
could help prevent its purely commer-
cial use, sans the intervention of heart
and Spirit.

The Ethical way - It's plain to see that
the ‘Word’ John refers to is none other
than Jesus. The Church says: “..., all
human communication is grounded
in the communication among Father,
Son, and Spirit. But more than that,
Trinitarian communion reaches out
to humankind: The Son is the Word,
eternally "spoken" by the Father; and
in and through Jesus Christ, Son and
Word made flesh, God communicates
Himself and His salvation to women
and men” (ETHICS IN COMMUNICA-

TIONS, 02 June 2000). In the light of
the Church’s ethics related concern,
isn’'t it imperative that we introspect
on how we look at the use of both,
the written and the spoken word, be
the medium a pen or a microphone, a
book or a film, as an expression of the
eternal Word-made-flesh?

The Eternal Word expresses Him-
self in a myriad ways, not least being
nature in all its hues. However, His
profoundest expression is through
human words and actions. And so,
rising to Saint Paul’'s maxim of putting
our heart into all that we do (cf Colos-
sians 3:23) — naturally, communica-
tions included! — we could earnestly
ask ourselves: Do we make judicious
use of words in our conversations?
Do our words and actions express
the unmistakable bond of unity exis-
tent in the Blessed Trinity? The use,
misuse and abuse of the word have
been of concern from time immemo-
rial. In fact, when Alberione founded
the Society of Saint Paul [1914] and
the Daughters of Saint Paul [1915], it
was precisely for the purpose of coun-
tering the evil effects of the improper
use of the word in the media with the
salubrious effects of the proper use of
the same. The media has since come
a long way, with new means of com-
munication, both print and electronic,
dominating the scene, the ‘internet’
and the ‘smartphone’ leading the
way. The Church acknowledges that
these media, if properly utilized, can
be of great human service, since they
greatly contribute to our entertainment
and instruction apart from promoting
the Kingdom of God (cf Inter Mirifica,
4 December 1963, n 2).

Ground reality - A deeper reflection on
the issue would indicate that the ex-
pression of the Word takes place each
time we utter what is right, the truth to
be precise, while its distortion occurs
with the utterance of falsehood por-
traying the unseemly side of human
nature.

The ethical handling of ‘communica-
tions’ is of vital importance at every
level. And that is what goes to make
writing-editing and publishing-printing

_ (Contd..onp.9) |
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more than just a commercial career
for a Christian. Treating it as an apos-
tolate, a Godly mission as it were, en-
sures that due care is taken to edit the
text of what is due to be printed: books
and magazines, news periodicals or
parish bulletins, correspondence and
notices and a lot else. Paying attention
to every detail, from spellings to gram-
mar, correctness of data to punctua-
tion, is vital to the effect one wants the
text to have on the reader—something
that a supposed ‘workable knowledge’
of a language can never help achieve.

Whither responsible journalism? -
Against this backdrop, we need to
urgently examine the role of Chris-
tian journalists and journalism. Andy
Crouch, former executive editor of
Christianity Today, provides the most
intriguing yet most helpful explana-
tion of the calling of the Christian jour-
nalist when she says that the role of
the journalist is to “make complicated
things clear, quickly, for people who
could be doing something else, in the
service of truth.” This entails promptly
communicating issues clearly, using
relatively fewer words and/or images.

For Crouch, advertising is purely com-
merce whereas Christian journalism
serves truth and justice. Presenting
the truth being our main priority, our
role as journalists combines basic re-
search with writing skills that are seen
as unique and important enough for
people to find journalism interesting
and appealing.

American politician, William Allen
White [1868-1944], says, “Dip your
pen into your arteries and write.” If
that is what the life of a journalist is
supposed to be, how much more that
of a Christian journalist! Sarah Mc-
Donald, English middle-distance run-
ner, states that “not only is the writing
process immensely more difficult than
it appears, but writing is the act of tak-
ing something from within the author
and recording it on paper. The inner-
most workings of a human being are
revealed through the written word.
Therefore, it is important for Christians
in the field of journalism to understand
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what they believe and how it relates to
the world on which they are reporting.”

The bottom-line is ‘truth’ - nothing but
the truthfulness of all that is commu-
nicated, the correctness of what one
utters or writes, the validity all that a
publishing house publishes. “What is
truth?” (Jn 18:38) asked Pilate of Je-
sus whose claim “I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life” (Jn 14:6) he proba-
bly had never heard. If Jesus is Word-
Truth, it follows that those in the media
are involved in communicating Jesus
himself. Now isn't that an awesome
responsibility!

An important aspect of communica-
tion that thus comes into focus here
is ‘editing’. The Editor ought to bear
in mind that there is nothing like “too
much editing”. Put simply, copy-editing
is like doing the laundry. Whether by
means of hand-wash, machine-wash
or dry-cleaning, the dirt must come
off every garment, no stain, however
stubborn must be allowed to remain;
once dried, you'd check for tares and
missing buttons and set the garment
right before subjecting it to a thorough
ironing job. That is what editing is
like! “...the copy-editor is the reader’s
advocate and the author’'s ambassa-
dor.” Implicitly, the copy-editor “works
through the typescript and illustrations
in detail, reading for sense and check-
ing for style and consistency” [Judith
Butcher’'s Copy-editing, Cambridge
University Press]. That's doing the
laundry at its thorough best!

The task of the editor, though thank-
less for obvious reasons, yet never-
theless power-packed, is crucial and
can either make or break the effect of
a given article or book, not to speak of
the sale (or lack of it!) of a given pub-
lication! Indeed, says Butcher, “The
good copy-editor is a rare creature:
an intelligent reader and a tactful and
sensitive critic; someone who cares
enough about perfection of detail to
spend time checking small points
of consistency in someone else’s
work,...” Such attention to detail entails
both knowing the similarity of words as
well as discerning the difference — e.g.
aloneness is as different from loneli-
ness as Sunday is from Sabbath, and

chalk from cheese.

While editing manuscripts of books
calls for expertise of one kind, edit-
ing a magazine or newspaper or even
a parish bulletin calls for expertise
of another kind. Choosing an article,
positioning a news story, strategizing
the location of an advertisement or
announcement in a given periodical
calls for sharp intellect and foresight.
Of course, as Butcher avers, “Copy-
editors need not be experts on the
subject of the work but must be able
to interest themselves in it in order to
try to put themselves in the position
of the intended readers.” Saint Paul
and Blessed James Alberione would
approve! In fact, the latter once said,
“For us, editorial work is not a minis-
try, but the ministry. Our main time is
dedicated to editorial work, while oth-
er ministries receive only fragments
of our hours.” It is thus vital that the
editor ensures that what he endorses
for publication is in accord with natural
law and Catholic teaching.

Communications and the Laity - The
Christian press—if one may call it
so—is a collaborative effort between
Clergy, religious and laity. Indeed, as
Pope Saint Paul VI insists, “A good
press should be fostered. To instil a
fully Christian spirit into readers, a tru-
ly Catholic press should be set up and
encouraged. Such a press—whether
immediately fostered and directed by
ecclesiastical authorities or by Catho-
lic lay folk—should be edited with the
specific purpose of forming, support-
ing and advancing public opinion in
accord with natural law and Catholic
teaching and precepts” [Inter Mirifica,
04 December 1963]. One of the first to
recognize the significance of this fact,
nearly five decades before the prom-
ulgation of this decree, was Blessed
James Alberione. After establishing
the first two branches of the Pauline
Family, he instituted eight other insti-
tutes, the first of these being the Union
of Lay Pauline Cooperators [1917]. Its
avowed purpose was to go where re-
ligious cannot go and to do what reli-
gious cannot do, in effect giving lay-
people their due. Was it for nothing

_ (Contd... on p. 10) |
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then that Pope Saint Paul John Paul
Il called him the “First Apostle of the
New Evangelization™?

A common element of social com-
munications that has become the key
feature of the way we communicate
is WhatsApp [WA]. Undeniably, how-
ever, this facet has also proved to be
the bane of several relationships. In-
deed, how often haven't we received
on WhatsApp such messages as
“The cure for Cancer has been found!
Please forward this to as many people
as possible and as fast as possible in
the interest of all those who are suf-
fering from this disease”? In fact, such
positive sounding news would have
been considered ‘good news’' were
it not for the fact that it literally con-
stitutes fake news, what with contact
particulars indicated non-existent!
Strangely, most of those who circulate
such stuff consider it an act of ‘service’
and are quick to take offence at the
news shared being termed ‘fake’; as
for the recipient, it's a question of pro-
bity and fairness.

Gossip-dominated WhatsApp - a ‘For-
warding’ enterprise? - Determining
what is good for WA users and what
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isn't has never been easy, what with
diehards declaring “Forwarding is my
birthright! And | shall exercise it to my
last breath!” Irrationally imagining that
‘forwarding’ per se constitutes entre-
preneurship they wonder: What is
wrong with circulating old news snip-
pets? Is it too much to expect the re-
cipient to delete something found un-
acceptable?

The sad part is that those who so mat-
ter-of-factly ‘forward’ stuff are unwilling
to verify such news before circulating
it ad nauseam. Worse, when con-
fronted, they bluntly put the onus on
the recipient to either verify for them-
selves the credibility of the contents
of the message received or delete it
outright. Take for example the news
going around at one point of time that
a ‘good morning’ message could earn
the sender a penalty grossing 18%
GST while international media was
awash with discussions on whether
sharing fake news or untrue informa-
tion could be declared a punishable
offence. Of course, there are many
who consider such steps too retro-
grade and unwarranted, arguing that
it won't be long before the government
(or whoever) starts dictating what
we should send out at all and what
we shouldn’t. Be that as it may, why
can’t we as believers, infused with the
power of the Spirit at Confirmation, ex-
ercise restraint in terms of circulating
unverified newsbits that can at best
be termed as Sophisticated Electronic
Gossip [SEG]! What is worrisome is
that this is a malaise cutting across
all strata of society, from priests and
IT professionals to ordinary lay-folk in
the unorganized sector, with no SEG
perpetrator finding anything untoward
about it.

We do need to understand that emo-
tions are often heightened when the
matter concerns either death or an
incurable disease. Do we really need
to add to the agony of the person/s
concerned by circulating the ‘cure’ for-
ward without clarifying the bonafides
of a news item and its source?

Let's get real, please! - It'd be good to
ask ourselves the question as to why
we, Christians in general and Catho-

lic journalists in particular, are ever so
fond of sharing news that is either out-
dated or patently false. The most frivo-
lous messages I've received till date
include the death of Sister Nirmala
MC, successor to Mother Teresa, with
‘funeral details still awaited’ despite
her mortal remains having already
mingled with Earth since two years by
then! Another pertained to Archbishop
Justin Welby of the Anglican Church
and the heads of two or three other
mainline Churches together approach-
ing Pope Francis for an amalgamation
of their respective churches with the
Roman Catholic Church and seeking
his shepherding over all. Terming such
fakeology nonsense almost cost me a
relationship! Must we really allow our-
selves to go oh so finger-crazy? To
what purpose!

As for the sordidity of the newsbits re-
garding the then raging ‘Coronavirus’
and the unending resultant lockdown,
the less said the better. So over-
whelming as to frighten viewers out of
their wits apart from creating an avoid-
able fear psychosis, they constituted
‘WhatsApp Terrorism’ [WT] which, as
a matter of fact, no Christian worth his/
her salt has the right to promote! That
is where the relevance of Christian
journalism comes in.

Christian perspective - All said and
done, the Feast of Blessed James Al-
berione [26 November], whom Pope
Saint Paul VI unabashedly hailed as
a ‘marvel of our time’, is an apt occa-
sion to ask ourselves a very pertinent
guestion: Are we willing to say yes to
responsible journalism and no to SEG
and WT? American columnist Judith
Martin avers that “freedom without
rules doesn’'t work. And communities
do not work unless they are regulat-
ed by etiquette.” And so, rather than
wait for anyone in authority to teach
us how to communicate, why not take
a clue from the Evangelist, John, and
give the Word His due, in the process
experiencing the benefit of observing
‘Communications Day’ every day!

*Pledged Pauline Cooperator &
Copy-Editor with ST PAUL'S/BETTER
YOURSELF BOOKS
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iwali is not only a festival of
D lights, but also raining discount

deals, cash back offers, flash
sales and price drops both online and
in shops is quite attractive and people
are taken by the same offers. As in the
past this year's Diwali sales are en-
couraging and we witness shopping
is done during weak-ends. The sale is
becoming less in shops as people pre-
fer online purchases. How-

move. It is the best time for shop wal-
lahs to move their old stock by offer-
ing slash in prices. Somehow, the
consumers are falling into this trap. It
is time to stop, drop and shop during
to stop, drop and shop during Festi-
val season. There are terrific offers on
watches, jewelry and fragrances just
like in cloth and other consumer items.
It is best to go to shops and make pur-
chases and go online and get

ever, the Malls in and around
Mumbai are the best places
to shop. There is sufficient
space to move around with a
joyride available for children
below 3 years. Customers re-

cheated with a hope of get-
ting a high discount. In the
end it is money that matters
very much. It is time for Diwali
shopping.

ally enjoy shopping during the |c.k. Subramaniam| Despite all the drawbacks on-

Diwali season. It is indeed a
nice time to see people flock for Diwali
purchases. Shopping is best during
Festival season as the buyer gets lots
of discounts and free items.

Shopping is really a grace and pas-
sion and ladies enjoy shopping more
than men. Children accompany their
parents to enjoy the mall atmosphere.
With the introduction of credit/debit
cards and as kiosks available at ev-
ery shopping Mall it is not difficult to
draw money and do shopping. Shop-
ping malls offer great discounts from
50 to 60% to woo the customers. The
saying goes like this "Save some-
thing for the Festive season”. But the
shops offer the best discounts during
the seasonal sale to make old stock
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line shopping is doing soar-
ing business during festive season
with lots to offer for the buyers. On-
line shopping is a great resource for
finding products that are from past
seasons or that are being liquidated.
Housing this type of product in a cen-
tral warehouse allows the retailer to
sell products longer by letting them sit
unsold, without destroying the profit
margin. This practice can then result
in significant savings for customers
who do not need to purchase the most
current products. The margin of profit
is passed on to the consumers also
and the buyers feel happy to go online
to get competitive rates on commodi-
ties of their choice and liking by pick-
ing the product by going through the
tariff online.

Communication with online shoppers
is often streamlined with automatic re-
sponses to questions and follow-up,
often with more professional and cor-
porately trained employees than those
found in brick-and-mortar operations.
Customer services and policies are
clearly stated on reputable sites to
lessen any consumer confusion. Well-
trained 'live' sales representatives are
made available to those who have
guestions without waiting in long lines
or searching the aisles for a store as-
sociate. Price-comparison sites such
as PriceGrabber enable shoppers to
shop smarter, through utilizing ser-
vices that compare the prices of a
product at several stores. Shoppers
not only get competitive pricing infor-
mation but also product reviews and
site reviews to help with their decision
of what and where to buy online. Many
online stores waive sales tax charges
or shipping costs to entice shoppers
to make an online purchase. Also,
reputable sites offer toll-free numbers
for customers who do not post their
personal information and credit card
numbers online.

Online stores have experienced tre-
mendous growth in recent years.
Smart retailers are responding with
improved user-friendly sites, more
direct promotional events, enticing
customer loyalty programs and good
old-fashioned customer service. This
Diwali is for discount sales and it is
time to stop, drop and shop through
a personal visit to shop or browse
through your mouse for online shop-

ping.
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Jose the Tourist

A young Mexican man named Jose
was curious about America so he
saved his money and went on a trip.

He wanted to go see a base-
ball game so when he went home, he
could tell his family all about it. When
he got there, the game was sold out,
so he decided to climb to the top of
a flag pole to get a better look. When
he returned home, his family was anx-
ious to hear about his experience:

"What happened?" asked his
family.

"Well, America is the nicest
place in the world!!" he said. "Before
the game started, all the people in
the stands and all the players stood
up, looked at me and shouted to me:
"Jose, can you see?"

*kkk*k

How to Give Your Heritage Respect
A couple just had their first son.

The husband is half Irish and
half Indian, the wife is half Chinese
and half Italian. That's a lot of heri-
tage to inherit.

They talk about it and they
discover they both wish to have their
son named after THEIR heritage.

A terrible argument ensues,
causing both of them a lot of an-
guish. After a few days, they finally
came to a decision that made both
of them happy. They decided on the
name: Ravi O'Lee.

*kkk*k

"You seem to have more than the
average share of intelligence for a
man of your background," sneered
the lawyer at a witness on the stand.

"If | weren't under oath, I'd return the
compliment," replied the witness.

*kkkk

A lawyer died and arrived at the

pearly gates. To his dismay, there

were thousands of people ahead

of him in line to see St. Peter. To his

surprise, St. Peter left his desk at the

gate and came down the long line to
where the laywer was, and greeted
him warmly. Then St. Peter and one
of his assistants took the lawyer by
the hands and guided him up to the
front of the line, and into a comfort-
able chair by his desk. The lawyer

said, "l don't mind all this attention,
but what makes me so special?"
St. Peter replied, "Well, I've added up
all the hours for which you billed your
clients, and by my calculation you
must be about 193 years old!"
*kkk*k
A lawyer had just undergone surgery,
and as he came out of the anesthe-
sia, he said, "Why are all the blinds
drawn, doctor?"
There's a big fire across the street
and we didn't want you to wake
up and think the operation was a
failure.

*kk%k

Coroner to Witness: "The collision oc-
cured at the junction of High Street
and Church Road; how far away
were you?"

Witness: "54 yards, 2 feet, 6 inches."

Coroner: "You are very precise. Did
you measure it?"

Witness: "Yes."

Coroner: "Why?"

Witness: "l knew some idiot would
ask me."

*k%

Q: What is your date of birth?

A: July fifteenth.

Q: What year?

A: Every year.

*k%

Q: And where was the location of the
accident?

A: Approximately milepost 499.

Q: And where is milepost 4997

A: Probably between milepost 498
and 500.

*k%

Q: Do you recall the time that you
examined the body?

A: The autopsy started around
8:30p.m.

Q: And Mr. Dennington was dead at
the time?

A: No, he was sitting on the table
wondering why | was doing an

autopsy.
*kk

Some silly questions Attorneies

ask

ATTORNEY: This myasthenia gravis,
does it affect your memory at all?

WITNESS: Yes.

ATTORNEY: And in what ways does it
affect your memory?

WITNESS: | forget.

ATTORNEY: You forget? Can you
give us an example of something

you forgot?
*kkkk

ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you per-
formed the autopsy, did you check
for a pulse?

WITNESS: No.

ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood
pressure?

WITNESS: No.

ATTORNEY: Did you check for
breathing?

WITNESS: No.

ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible
that the patient was alive when you
began the autopsy?

WITNESS: No.

ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure,
Doctor?

WITNESS: Because his brain was sit-
ting on my desk in a jar.

ATTORNEY: | ., but could the patient
have still been alive, nevertheless?
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Modern Saints

Feast day: Nov 3

The First Beatified Journalist

By Fr F. M. Britto

“Despite the illness that forced him
to live 28 years in a wheelchair, he
never stopped loving his profes-
sion,” Pope Francis remarked of
him on Sept 23,2019 in his Address
to the Catholic Union of the Italian
Press. The pope added, “Really a
good example to follow.”

Manuel Lozano Garrido was born in
Linares, Spain, on August 9, 1920 to
sound Catholic parents, as the young-
est of five sons. They fondly called
him Lolo. When he was six years old,
his father died. His mother had then
the burden of raising singly her six
sons and a daughter. But his mother
too died when Lolo was 15. So, they
all stayed together, his eldest brother
trying hard to care the big family.

Lolo attended all the religious pro-
grams of his Piarist School, where he
did his primary studies, and then went
to the Institute of Secondary Educa-
tion of Linares. Joining the Catholic
Action at the age of 11, he remained
its member all his life. Developing a
strong devotion to the Eucharist, dur-
ing the 1936-38 Spanish Civil War,
like Tarcisius, he took up the task of
distributing secretly the Eucharist
among the villagers and prisoners.
He was caught andjailed on Maundy
Thursday of 1937; but was released
on Easter morning.

He became a soldierat the age of
22. Even then he attended the daily
Mass. Since Lolo suffered spondylitis,
he left the army. The following year
he became completely paralyzed. He
made a pilgrimage in his wheelchair to
Lourdes in 1958 with his sister Lucia.
And he lost his sight in 1962. Though
he was completely blind for the last
ten years of his life, he continued writ-
ing.

In spite of living in a wheelchair and
being blind, he was a man of joy and
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(Bl. Manuel Lozano Garrido)

humour, and never complained. His
room became a center of delight and
orientation for youngsters. He said,
“My life is confined to a room. My
room is bedroom, living room, and
workplace at the same time.”

Confined to the wheelchair, he pur-
sued a career of journalism, writing
hundreds of evangelizing articles for
several publications. Upon his return
from the Lourdes, he launched a pious
magazine Sinai for the sick. He wrote
nine spiritualbooks. Some of the titles
are: The Wheelchair; The Round Ta-
ble with God; Letters with the Sign of
the Cross; God Speaks Everyday (Di-
ary of an invalid); We Are All Chosen.

He wrote with a pen first. When
hecould not use his right hand, he
learned to write with his left hand.
When he was unable to hold it, he
started using a typewriter. When he
became completely paralyzed, he dic-
tated his work to his sister through a
tape-recorder.

Deeply dedicated to the Eucharist,
Lolo got special permission from his
bishop to have an altar erected at his
house so that he could have the Mass
and the Blessed Eucharist. He placed
his typewriter in front of the Eucharist
when he worked, so that Jesus may
inspire him. He prayed then, “Your
light and clearness may be the mind
and heart of all that | type on it, so that

everything written may be noble, fair
and promising.” He remarked, “The
trunk of the cross is keyed on the key-
board and casts its roots right here.”

That's how he wrote the Journalist's
Decalogue, remarked Pope Fran-
cis during a meeting with the media.
In itLolo recommends “paying with
the coin of frankness”, “kneading the
bread of clean information with the
salt of style and the yeast of eterni-
ty,” and to serve “neither pastries nor
spicy dishes, but a rather tasty bite of
the clean and hope-filled life.” Lolo ex-
horts, “These are the surnames you
should write: Free, Lover, Immortal;
Son: of God; Profession: Generosity;
Photography: you stamp the heart,
and you sign everything with letter of
faith and signature of hope.”

His life was not easy. It was when his
illness disabled him, he became the
most productive in his life. Though
blind, he never lost the sight of his
Lord and despite of paralysis, he com-
municated the good news. He was
honored with the Bravo Award for
Journalism in 1969.

Lolo died at the age of 51 on Novem-
ber 3, 1971. The cause of his beatifi-
cation began 23 years after his death
in 1994. Approved of his beatification
by Pope Benedict XVI on Dec 19,
2009, Lolo was beatified on behalf of
the pope by Cardinal Angelo Amato on
June 12, 2010 in his hometown Lin-
ares of Jaen diocese. He has become
the first journalist to be beatified and
was declared the Patron of Journal-
ists.

On the day of his beatification, Pope
Benedict XVI remarked of Manuel Lo-
zano Garridoin Rome, “Journalists will
be able to find in him a testimony of
the good that can be done when the
pen reflects the greatness of the soul
and is put at the service of truth and
noble causes.”
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Jesus said, “Love your enemy” and Samyukt Kisan Morcha does not allow Yogendra to
visit the family of one of the BJP workers who died in Lakhimpur Kheri.

The SKM Suspends Yogendra Yadav

he Samyukt Kisan Morcha
I (SKM) on 21st Oct. suspended
its core committee member Yo-
gendra Yadav from all its activities for
a month, because he visited the family
of one of the BJP workers who died in
Lakhimpur Kheri. This event needs to
be considered seriously because Shri.
Yogendra is known for his high moral
standard.

Principled Chaeacter.

Yogendra Yadav born in 1963 is an In-
dian activist, psychologist and

to the top of the Hill was steep, snow
bound and rocky. Grenadier Yogen-
dra, unmindful of the risk involved,
volunteered to be in the lead and fixed
rope of his team to climb up. He was
awarded for his bravery Param Vir
Chakra. He is known for his generosity.
He joined the show Kaun Banega Cro-
repati in 2020 on a special invitation
from Amitabh Bachchan along with his
fellow Param Vir Chakra winner Sube-
dar Sanjay Kumar and donated the en-
tire amount (X 2.5 millions) won to the
Army Welfare Fund. In the year 2015,

he was awarded the state's

politician today, very much
wanted in the murky politics of
today. He studied in political
and social sciences. Yadav
is a founding member of the
movements, Swaraj Abhiyan
and Jai Kisan Andolan. He
was the founding National

Fr. Michael G.
Vasai

highest award Yash Bharti by
Uttar Pradesh Government for
service to the country.

In Lakhimpur Kheri

At Lakhimpur too he showed
his principled character. Mr.

President of Swaraj India,

a registered political party. Eventu-
ally he joined the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), founded by anti-corruption ac-
tivists like Arvind Kejarival. He worked
as the National Executive of the party.
In 2014, he was suspended from the
party for some disagreements with the
party executives.

Mr. Yadav has a military background.
As a Grenadier, Yogendra Singh Ya-
dav was part of the leading team of
Ghatak Platoon tasked to capture Ti-
ger Hill on the night of 3/4 July 1999.
To combat the enemy, the approach

Ashish Mishra, son of Mr. Ajay
Mishra, the Union Minister of state
for Home had allegedly mowed down
farmers agitating peacefully! Out of
sympathy Mr. Yogendra visited the
families of the 4 farmers killed by the
BJP miscreants, and then in the same
spirit visited the family of one of the
BJP workers who died in the same
cruel act! Was it the right move? Abhi-
manyu Kohar, who attended the SKS
general body meeting at the Singhu
border said, “This is a mass move-
ment and we are in public life. Many
farmers had expressed concern and
hurt about what he did, so we took
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note of it and acted,” he added.

Mr. Yadav at the SKS meeting denied
his mistake and defended his actions
saying, ‘It is a matter of principle and
policy... As a principle, you cannot be
partisan about grief. | do not for one
minute absolve the BJP of what they
did, but that does not mean that you
do not share grief. We must be able to
share the grief of people we oppose.
| would not call them enemies, these
are opponents in a situation.” He add-
ed that as a policy, setting high ethi-
cal and moral standards strengthens,
rather than weakens, the movement.

Mr. Yogendra admitted his only mis-
take in not consulting or informing oth-
er farmer leaders. Of course, he did
not act in the name of SKM. Yet he
has humbly accepted the punishment
and resolved to continue to support
the movement!

All India Kisan Sabha general sec-
retary Hannan Mollah did not attend
Thursday’'s meeting, but expressed
his opinion that Mr. Yadav should
not have visited the home of the BJP
worker. “Any death is painful, but |
have no sympathy for the killers,” he
said.

Moral Question.

Are you justified in showing sympathy
to the opposing party when you are in
a movement with a mob? Will it not
cast aspersion on your fidelity to the
cause? How far can one be ‘saintly’ in
politics? The event is worth reflecting
upon by the readers of The Secular
Citizen, who are looking for principled
politics today.

Fr. Michael G. Ex-Director
Catechetics, NBCLC &
Marathi Khristi Sahitya Parishad..
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God Forgives Evil Men When They Repent

“Do Not Let Evil Defeat You...”
Rom. 12:21

I the evil forces in the world since

creation bear witness, each in its
own manner, to the presence and fear
of Almighty God. Once evil is under-
stood, a person will avoid the forma-
tion of all sin, corruption, deceit and
hate lying dormant in the human con-
science; and every evil force working
to destroy humanity’s trust in God, His
love and compassion will be crushed
when not repentant.

People are not born evil with the men-
tality of a slave. Aside from the stain
of venial sin, a child after baptism is
given freedom to make choices, re-
solve problems and to give allegiance
to God.

“He that is good is free,
though he is a slave; he that
is evil is a slave, though he
be a king.” St. Augustine:
The City of God.

An evil person is wicked and BY MELVYN BROWN

immoral. The evil individual
embodies with the forces of the devil.
The evil man or woman has a nature
to harm or destroy. They lead a path
to being extremely unpleasant. An evil
human being is also a depraved crea-
ture, an evildoer who performs evil
deeds. He exposes himself in violent
behavior, personal encounters or in
public display.

When we speak about evil we stand
at the threshold of theological under-

Translation

Service available

Announcements, Notices,
Prayers, Books, Ads., Etc. from

English to Konkani
( Kannanda, Romi Scripts)

and
Konkani to English

Contact: 9820485389

11-7 November 2021

standing on the theme. “The fullness
of grace” is when a follower may reach
the point of becoming a recipient to
participate in the ministry of the Word;
and expecting wisdom to differentiate
and distinguish good and evil.

The Spirit descended visibly on Christ
at the time when Jesus began to teach
and preach, for this function full age is
required, that is thirty years. The Lord
had his complete triumph over Satan
in the desert, the ultimate temptation
to overcome and benefit humanity. It
was the Messiah’s exaltation of His
Father’'s plan and power to heal the
spiritual ills of His children.

The evil men do boomerang on them

as a visible action in conformity with

the supernatural vessel of justice. The
humanity of Christ is a real-
ity by which the Holy Spirit is
in the world, to forgive those
who repent for their sins.

The Passion of Christ was a
blaze of conquest over evil.
His suffering, pain and agony
was an outrage of evil by the
Roman soldiers, who inflicted inhu-
man torture upon the sacred body of
the Lord. We learn the simple truth of
Jesus’ teachings, that regardless of
the cruelty put upon him Christ kept
his love, even for the most sadistic
among his tormentors.

A group of soldiers came to the site
of the crucifixion with orders to make
certain those on their cross’ were

killed. Here is what the apostle John
witnessed:

“So the soldiers came and broke the
legs of the first and of the other who
had been crucified with Him; but when
they came to Jesus and saw that He
was already dead, they did not break
His legs. But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear, and at
once there came out blood and water.”
(In.19:32-35). Truly, these men were
evil. “Rescue us from the Evil One.”
(Mat.6:13).

What can be considered evil?

The abuse of women and children, the
destruction of human rights, acts of
genocide, lust for power to dominate
the weak, Indulgence in stealing, the
barbaric murder of innocent people,
abortion: putting a deliberate end to
human life, forgery, duplicity, hypoc-
risy, treachery, the violence of rape,
and more.

“The only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.”
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7263. MUMBAI : East Indian Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in October
1989), Ht.6’, Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn.MBA - Human Resource
Development Management, working
at a Mutual Company. Contact email
: joulem15@gmail.com
7164. MANGALORE : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Bornin May
1984 ) Ht. 5’ 9”7, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair, Edn.
ITI Course, working as a Techincian.
Contact email :
rajesh.dsz15@gmail.com

7157. PUNE : Roman Catholic Bach-
elor, (Born in September 1990) Ht. 5°
6”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. MBA (Marketing) & M.Com.,
working as a Senior Executive, Sales
and Development. Contact email :
amlahenry11@gmail.com

7185. MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in October
1984) Ht. 5’ 107, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion,Edn. B.Com., working for
Bank. Contact email :
shaun.neo00.outlook.com

7113. POONA : Tamilian Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Decem-
ber 1982), Ht. 5’ 6”7, Wt.65 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working in
Logistic Co. in DUBAI. Contact email :
shantasam1955@gmail.com

7232. GOA : Goan Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in July 1980), Ht. 5’
5”7, Wt. 65 kgs, Tan Complexion,

Edn. Diploma in Automobile Technol-
ogy, Self employed. Contact email :
darwindesouza28@gmail.com

7226. CANADA : Canadian Citizen
Mangalorean Roman Catholic Bach-
elor, (Born in August 1990), Ht. 5’ 47,
Wt. 59 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
M.Sc., in Environmental Science and
in Energy Management postgraduate
degrees from the University of Toronto.
Working for a reputed company as En-
ergy Management Analyst in Totonto.
Contact email :

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Telephone no. of candidate will be printed
only with the consent of members.

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or
Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

francisper@gmail.com

7231. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Divorcee, (Born in August 1970), Ht.
5 9”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. Diploma Holder, working as
a Manager with a Cruise liner based in
USA . Work entails 6 months work and
2/3 months vacation. Contact email :
raisaraisal212@yahoo.in

7050. LONAVLA : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in
November 1985), Ht. 5’ 9”7, Wt. 75 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Edn. MBA., working.
Contact email :
dsouza_adrian@yahoo.co.in

7236. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in March 1986), Ht.
5 9”, Wt. 67 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. Edn MBA. PGDM., MBA from
NMIMS, working as a Manager in Bank.
Contact email : sallysylviana@yahoo.in
7032. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in November
1977), Ht. 5’ 6”7, Wt. 72 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. Degree in Electronics
and Telecommunications, working as
Telecom Engineer. Contact email :
franky54@rediffmail.com

7175. MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in July 1989)
Ht. 5’ 67, Wt. 74 kgs, Wheatish, Edn.
B.Sc (H.C.M.) Hotel and Catering
Management, 2nd Photographer /Mer-
chandise Sales Dept., Contact email :
osbertagneloalmeida@gmail.com
7031. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in September
1985), Ht. 5’ 7”7, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. Undergraduate, IT
Software, works at TCS. Contact email
: josephavild@yahoo.co.in

7165. MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in October
1979 ) Ht. 5° 9”, Wt. 63 kgs, Fair, Edn.
B.Com., Post Graduation in Supply
chain & Ship Management, working as
an E-commerce online support. Contact

To Place Your Matrimonial
Advertisement Call:
+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103

* Check your email at least once a week.
*Members are requested to inform us when
they are settled, so that publication of

email : examiner4@yahoo.com
7028. ABUDHABI : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in
September 1985), Ht. 5’ 6”7, Wt. 65 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Diploma
in Mechancial Engineer, working as a
Stores Officer in Shipping Company.
Contact email
pjmpraveen@gmail.com

7040. MUMBAI: Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in October 1991),
Ht. 5’ 5”7, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. B.C.A., MBA Pursuing, working
as a GIS Analyst in MNC. Contact
email : ronaldpereira1210@gmail.com
7025. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in May
1992), Ht. 5’ 8”7, Wt. 56 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.E. (IT), working as a
Software Developer. Contact email :
kevin92ster@gmail.com

7041. MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in July
1985), Ht. 5’ 77, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. 10th Std., working
as a Plant Operater. Contact email :
ronnydsouza075@gmail.com

7024. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in April
1980), Ht. 5’ 97, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. SSC / Diploma
in Electricals, Having own Business.
Contact email :
jeny22_m@yahoo.co.in

7019. MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in June 1981),
Ht. 5’ 6”7, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working as a
Customer Services. Contact email :
dasvinod1@gmail.com

7004. MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in August
1988), Ht. 5’ 77, Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. B.E. (Inst.) MBA,
working as a Sales Engineer. Contact
email : amarian1988@gmail.com OR
9967657806

their details can be discontinued.

If not settled within a year,
renew your membership
atleast two months in
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service uninterrupted.
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7264. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in December
1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt.58 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., Ticketing,
GNW (Nurse), working as a General
Registered Nurse. Contact email :
sds333@gmail.com

7254. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Oc-
tober 1981), Ht. 5° 77, Wt.69 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. F.Y.
B.Com., Completed Aviation Course &
holds knowledge of French Language
and computer course. Contact email :
evane_martis@yahoo.co.in

7253 MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in December 1992), Ht.
5’ 4”, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. M.A., Profession : Professor.
Contact email : basileitao@gmail.com
7251 MUMBAI Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic innocent Divorcee (Born
in March 1992), Ht. 5’ 27, Wt. 55 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. MBA,
Profession : HR., Contact email :
fds140490@gmail.com

7250 BHOPAL : Anglo Indian Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in June 1988),
Ht. 5 3", Wt. 48 kgs, Slim, Very Fair
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., MBA,,
working as a HR Manager. Contact
email : xaviers2k11@gmail.com
7219. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Born
Again Spinster, (Born in October
1993), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 61 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. Post Graduate Diploma in
Human Resources, working as a HR in
MNC. Seeks only Born Again Bachelor.
Contact email : gladfer_9@yahoo.com
7208. MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in March
1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. BE, IT, working as
Product Marketing for an e-commerce
beauty Company. Contact email :
temp123fab@gmail.com

7191. BANGALORE : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born
in April 1991), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 57 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.S (Elec-
trical Engineering in US), M.S in Robot-
ics Engineering, working as a Software
for a reputed Company in New York.
Contact email : alfnan@yahoo.com
7190. BANGALORE : Tamilian
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in

January 1990), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.E., Elec-
tronics and communications, working
as a Technical Specialist. Contact email
: jmj.lionofjudah@gmail.com

7166 MUMBAI : Mangalorean
Christian Parents seek alliance for their
daughter, (Born in May 1992), Ht. 5’4",
having completed her BCAF, presently
working with MNC in Mumb ai. Contact
email : ste004ffy@yahoo.in

7189. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Spinster, (Bornin July 1993), Ht. 4’
9”, Wt. 40 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. B.A. B.Ed., Teacher by profession.
Contact email : dcruz_liselle@yahoo.in
7086. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in March
1991), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. 12th + Hotel Man-
agement Graduateion. working as a
Developer Manager in Insurance Com-
pany. Contact email :
samanireena05@gmail.com

7081 MUMBAI : Goan Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Bornin April 1993),
5’3", Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. Masters of Dentistry (MDS), Dental
Surgeon, Doctor by profession. Contact
email : carlferns93@gmail.com

7085. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Janu-
ary 1989), Ht. 5’ 5”7, Wt. 47 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. MCA. working as a
Banking service professional in private
sector. Contact email :
dorinbaretto27@gmail.com

7089. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in January 1978), Ht.
5, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
M.A., Government employee. Contact
email :
celinefernandes2014@gmail.com
7078. USA : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in September
1992), 5’ 67, Wt. 65 kgs, Brownish
Complexion, Edn. B.E. Mumbai, MS
Newyork, working as a Consulltant.
Contact email :

rcmatrimonial 2892@gmail.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Telephone no. of candidate will be printed
only with the consent of members.

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or
Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com
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7087. DUBAI: Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in July 1983), Ht. 5°
3”, Wt. 64 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. B.Com., workaing as a Cus-
tomner Support in Dubai. Contact :
escatravasso@gmail.com

7075. MUMBAI : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
December 1989), 5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Masters
in Life Sciences, working as Gyneacol-
ogy. Contact email :
tyron.noronha@yahoo.com

7082. MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman
catholic Spinster, (Born in September
1985), Ht. 5’, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. 12th std., working
as a sales girl in Big Store. Contact
email : susanmoses1385@gmail.com
7072. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in April
1991), Ht. 4’ 10”7, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. Digital Media, work-
ing for Designing Firm. Contact email
: aubreyds@gmail.com

7064. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in May 1988), Ht. 5’
2”, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. MBA, working for Private Compa-
ny as an Accounts Executive. Contact
email : cecrc19@gmail.com

7067. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Octo-
ber 1994), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. Chartered Accoun-
tant, working for Finance Department
in MNC. Contact email :
wpm999@gmail.com

Registered members can publish
their ad in all the 50 issues in a year
for Rs. 8000 only.

If you wish to publish your matrimonial
classified advertisement in all the 50 is-
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amount of Rs. 8000 only.

To Place Your Matrimonial
Advertisement Call:
+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103

* Check your email at least once a week.

*Members are requested to inform us when
they are settled, so that publication of
their details can be discontinued.




Transform Church in
Indiato a
Synodal Church:

Urges Cardinal Oswald Gracias

Mumbai 17 October 2021 (CCBI):
His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gra-
cias, the Archbishop of Bombay,
President of the CBCI, and one of the
topmost consultors of Pope Francis,
appealed to every Catholic faithful
to transform the Church in India to a
Synodal Church. He was inaugurat-
ing the diocesan phase of the Synod
at the Holy Name Cathedral, Mum-
bai on Sunday 17 October, 2021 and
also released aHandbook for the
Synod: “For a Synodal Church”.

“To transform the Church to a Synod-
al Church, we have to walk together
in the same path including every-
body, we have to encounter Jesus
through prayer and adoration and to
hear what the Spirit wants to say to
the Church. Church should listen to
all than hearing.”

Quoting Pope Francis the Cardinal
Oswald reiterated that: the Synod is
a process of spiritual discernment, of
ecclesial discernment, that unfolds in
adoration, in prayer and in dialogue
with the word of God.”

The Handbook for the Synod is a
useful tool for all those involved in
the two-year-long ‘Synodal Journey’,
which will unfold itself in three phas-
es of consultations, at the diocesan,
the continental, and the universal
levels, culminating in October 2023,
in Rome.

The Conference of Catholic Bishops
of India (CCBI) published the book.
For copies, kindly contact the CCBI
General Secretariat or call Mobile:
+91-9886730224.

Online Store: https://joyofgifting.com/
product/for-a-synodal-church-com-
munion-participation-and-mission/

Fr. Stephen Alathara
Deputy Secretary General
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Matrimonials

7259. USA : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in August
1994), Ht. 5’ 3”7, Wt.70 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. Graduate, working.
Contact email :
sevu.sequeira@gmail.com

7258. MUMBAI : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
September 1993), Ht. 5’ 5”7, Wt.58 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Post Grad-
uate, Content Ptofessional in a reputed
MNC and freelancing as a copywriter
ad social media Professional. Contact
email : forheralliance@gmail.com
7244. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in August 1992),
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 54 kgs, Edn. Chartered
Accountantand M.Com., Employed in
one of the Top reputed companies in
Mumbai. Well cultured and good family
background. Only Child. Contact email
: fionadesouza18@gmail.com

7243. NEW ZEALAND : East Indian
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
December 1996), Ht. 5’ 8”7, Wt. 60 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., Nurs-
ing, Profession : Staff Nurse. Ready to
settle in New Zealand. Contact email :
sales@nomaplastechind.in

7240. PUNE East Indian Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October
1987), Ht. 5’ 77, Wt. 65 kgs, Very Fair
Complexion, Edn. MBA, working as
a Finance Executive. Contact email :
angelina0134@gmail.com

7234. MANGALORE : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
November 1993), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 60 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Edn. MBBS, MD (on-
going), Doctor by profession. Contact
email : samaddy2013@gmail.com
7230. MUMBAI : Silm, Smart, Beau-
tiful Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
August 1995), Ht. 5’ 7”7, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working
in Pharmaceutical Company. Contact
email : alex1947@rediffmail.com
7214. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Spinster, (Born in October 1986),
Ht. 5" 47, Wt. 52 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. CA CFA Ms Finance M.Com.,
working as a Senior Manager. Contact
email : frfernandes020@gmail.com
7210. AURANGABAD : Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born
in January 1994), Ht. 5’ 5”7, Wt. 50 kgs,

Fair Complexion, good looking, beauti-
ful, Coming from business family, Edn.
Chartered Accountant, C.A. by Profes-
sion. Contact email :
putturaurangabad@gmail.com

7199. BANGALORE : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
January 1990), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 53 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Edn. Master’s in
Mass Communications (NTU, Singa-
pore) working as a Senior Manager of
Corporate Communications in SINGA-
PORE. Contact email :
mafern.2121@gmail.com

7182. MUMBAI : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in
October 1992), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 72 Kkgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com.,
C.A., working as Asst. Manager in TATA
Company. Contact : email :
matrimonialp27@gmail.com

7160. MUMBAI : Mangalorean
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born
in September 1988), Ht. 5° 77, Fair
Complexion, Edn. BMS, working as a
Senior Merchandiser in a Global Retalil
Company in Dubai. Contact email :
prislobo10@gmail.com

7128. MUMBAI : Affluent business
family R.C. East Indian Spinster, (Born
in 12-04-1988), Ht. 5’ 2”, very beautiful
and pretty. Edn. MS General Surgeon,
Doctor by profession. Contact email :
drvd2019@gmail.com

7126. U.S.A. : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in January
1992) from Mumbai, Ht. 5’ 77, Wt.
60 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. B.E.
(Computers) from Mumbai, M.S. (Infor-
mation Systems) from US. Possesses
H1B visa and is working as a Technical
Analyst with an MNC in USA. Contact
email : wilfyjoy1315@gmail.com or call
+91 98603 02527 / + 91 9970172527
7066. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, (Born in June 1987),
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 78 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. B.E., (EXTC) M.S. (International
Business Management), working as a
Consulting Manager. Contact email :
12018anselm@yahoo.com

7065. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in De-
cember 1989), Ht. 5° 77, Wt.69 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Edn. M.Sc., & Dip. in
Clinical Research, working as Business
Process Lead in TCS. Contact email :
mendonca_luke@yahoo.co.in
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Inviting Proposals for
CANADA Settled
Indian Christian
Brides & Grooms

Grooms

MC310508 - Age 39, Edn. BE/B.Tech.
MC350723 - Age 34, Edn. B.Sc., Chef
MCO021335 - Age 46, Edn. BE/B.Tech.
MC401574 - Age 30, Edn. BHMS/BAMS
MC491764 - Age 31, Edn. MBA PGDM
MCO052036 - Age 32, Edn. BE/B Tech. IT
MC192449 - Age 48, Edn. CA, CPA, CGA
MC182574 - Age 34, Edn. BHMS/BAMS
MC282592 - Age 34, Edn. BE/B Tech. IT
MC152634 - Age 35, Edn. B Com. Banker
MC172944 - Age 33, Edn. MBA PGDM
MC112951 - Age 30, Edn. M Sc., EM

Brides

FC222510 - Age 30, Edn. MBA PGDM
FC341589 - Age 29, Edn. BE/B Tech.IT. MBA
FC171624 - Age 29, Edn. BE/B Tech
FC211590 - Age 30, Edn. MBA PGDM
FC172191 - Age 28, Edn. B.A. B.ED
FC112265 - Age 28, Edn. BA
FC152266 - Age 28, Edn. MA., HR
FC152344 - Age 27, Edn. B Com
FC162750 - Age 26, Edn. MBA PGDM
FC260690 - Age 32, Edn. M.Sc.,
FC310734 - Age 47, Edn. MBA PGDM
FC330899 - Age 32, Edn. M Sc
FC321665 - Age 31, Edn. BCA/BCS
FC192735 - Age 34, Edn. B Com
FC162752 - Age 37, Edn. MA
FC122963 - Age 35, Edn. BSc., Nursing

All are well-placed and holding good positions
in Canada.

Their further profile, photos and contacts are
available at Royal Christian Family

Those willing to settle in Canada after marriage can
contact : Royal Christian Family,
Tel.: +91 - 9820485389 / 9820473103

You are Worthy

Even if your skin is not flawless
Even if your stomach is not flat
Even if you do not fit into that little black dress

Even if you do not get a promotion

Even if you do not earn a six-figure salary

Even if you are not able to cook a meal

Even if you fail miserably at driving a vehicle

Even if you are not able to find the right partner

Even if there is none to call you a mom

Even if the weight on the scale keeps rising

Even if that little hair on your head is falling

Even if you do not have a house of your own

Even if all your business ideas are failing

Even if the balance in your bank account is steadily falling
Even if you find no friends to call your own

Even if people do not turn to look at you when you enter
Even if people do not turn to bid adieu when you walk out
Even if you have 200 followers on Instagram

Even if all your posts garner only ten likes.

Even if you do innumerable mistakes.

You are still worthy

Your worth is defined by the one who created you.

You will always remain worthy.

by Sonal Lobo

Jse Medicatet Juito Ne
Sleep
Naturally -

no coil, no liquid,
no chemical sprays -
only medicated
mosquito net.
use it for years

* Medicated mosquito net.

* You can use for 3-5 years. * Safe for All.

* Manufactured as per WHOPES specification.

* No smell, no taste, any one can use.

* Available in Single & Double size Bed

* Provides long lasting protection against
mosquitos and other insects.

For Orders:
Call or WhatsApp: +91 - 9820485389

Email : secular@sezariworld.com

1-7 November 2021
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