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Dublin, Ireland: Car-
dinal Oswald Gra-
cias, the Archbishop 
of Bombay and the 
president of the 
Catholic Bishops in 
India, will be one of 
the main celebrants 
and homilist during 
the forthcoming 9th 
World Meeting of 
Families, to be held 
in Dublin, capital of 
Ireland, next month.

Cardinal Gracias, 
one of the advisors 
of Pope Francis, and 
Cardinal Gracias is 
the president of the 
Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Confer-
ences, will speak on the topic “The 
Church as a family of families” during 
the world event.

The 21-26 August events are promot-
ed by the new Pontifical Council for 
the Laity, Family, and Life of the Vati-
can. The World Meeting of Families is 
an initiative inaugurated by St. John 
Paul II in 1994, and since then held 
every three years in different interna-
tional seats.

The theme chosen for Dublin is 
“The Gospel of the Family: joy for 
the world.”

The World Meeting of Families in Dub-
lin gains importance in the aftermath 
of two recent Synods on the family 
(2014-15) and the apostolic exhorta-

tion, Amoris Laeti-
tia (2016) of Pope 
Francis, families 
and those who 
engage in “family” 
issues.

The event orga-
nizers are look-
ing forward to this 
event which will 
give prominence 
to the Christian 
family and its 
specific gift of be-
ing “joy for the 
world” and light 
in the challenges 
contemporary life 
poses. In various 
panels and work-
shops, parents, 

family members, priests, bishops, 
cardinals, religious, business leaders, 
industry experts will share a personal 
experience of issues that are a chal-
lenge in daily family life. Majority of 
the speakers are lay speakers.

From Asia, among others Cardinal 
Charles Maung Bo, SDB, Archbishop 
of Yangon, Myanmar will speak on 
“Care for our Common Home: why 
the family matters to the future of 
our planet,” Rosa and Lauro Cueto 
of Couples for Christ, Philippines on 
“Looking to Jesus: Presenting Com-
mitment to Marriage as a Path to Joy 
Today”, Prof. Gabriel Dy-Liacco, Pon-
tifical Commission for the Protection 
of Minors, Philippines, on “Safeguard-
ing Children and Vulnerable Adults,” 
Daniel and Shelley Ee of Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter, Singapore on 
“When Plates Fly: Pope Francis on 
the Reality of Love in Family Life,” and 
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, Archbish-
op of Manila, Philippines on “Choose 
life: Pope Francis on the ‘throw-away’ 
culture” and “YOUCAT As a Resource 
of New Evangelization – To Rekindle 
Faith.” 

Courtesy: mattersindia

Cardinal Gracias to speak on 
‘Church as a family of families’ in Dublin

Subscriptions for 
  

Renewal as well as New, can be 
sent through Bank Fund Transfer to any 
one of the following banks:

Bank: HDFC Bank
Branch : CST - Mumbai VT
Account Name: The Secular Citizen
Current Account No. 03552000006744
ISFC code: HDFC0000355
or
Bank: Citizen Credit Co-op Bank Ltd.,
Branch : Colaba, Mumbai
Account Name: The Secular Citizen 
CurentAccountNo. 2090031000000489
ISFC code: CCBL0209003

Please inform us through email: secu-
lar@sezariworld.com or through phone: 
9820485389   after transferring the same.

For placing Ads. in 
The Secular Citizen 

The Examiner
DIVO Konkani Weekly 
RAKNNO & UZVAAD

and other community publications
Contact : 

Ad-Master  -  9820473103

Young Pakistani Christians 
discuss on ‘Role of Youth 

in Nation Building
Islamabad: Young people have a role to 
play in nation-building in Pakistan, as it 
goes to general election on July 25.

Role of young people in nation building 
in Pakistan, in the context of the forth-
coming general elections in the country, 
was the theme of a seminar held on 11 
July at the National Council of Churches 
in Pakistan (NCCP) with the participation 
of young people from various churches 
in Pakistan.

Organised by the NCCP and the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA), an ecumeni-
cal body, in collaboration with the Cen-
tre for Social Justice (CSJ), the seminar 
was aimed at building awareness among 
young Christians to exercise their demo-
cratic rights to choose the future leaders 
of the country.

“Elections 2018: Role of Youth in Building 
Nation’s Future’ and outlined various is-
sues in Pakistan’s present context, espe-
cially the vital role the young Pakistanis 
could play in building the future of the 
nation, Sunila Ammar, programme con-
sultant of CCA, said.

The seminar was attended by 40 partici-
pants from two CCA member churches – 
the Church of Pakistan and the Presbyte-
rian Church of Pakistan, and the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

—matters India
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‘Thought for the week’
Nobody is superior or inferior; Nobody's equal either. Every-
one is unique and incomparable.

Is there still an Antidote Available?
By  Don Aguiar

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is riding broad support from a se-
lected populace that is happy with the country's direction. Despite the 
optimism, however, new data shows the nation is veering dangerously 
away from democracy. 

Why has India's index declined? The main reason is that the legislature is in-
creasingly lame, unable to check the power of Modi, whose Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led coalition enjoys a big majority in the lower house and nearly con-
trols the upper chamber leading to fear that India is beginning to lose the only 
system that provides such freedom.

Liberal democracies are worsening for India, while the corruption index 
surged to a level never measured before.

India was promised transformation. Four years down the line, it has indeed 
changed beyond recognition. The last seven days have seen four cases of 
lynching across India. The crime has now spread like an epidemic. Tuhaid An-
sari is killed in Ramgarh, Jharkhand on June 20. Two Muslims were lynched 
by a mob just two days after Eid in Hapur. Five days before that, on June 13, 
two Muslims were lynched in Godda, Jharkhand. The week before, two men 
in Assam, both Hindu and ethnic Assamese, were lynched by villagers who 
thought they were child kidnappers.

There is no outcry though. Akhlab of Dadri could get space on the front page. 
Now it is routine. There is no novelty, either in the target or in the method. 
The news of killings by lunch mobs no longer excites our social or political 
imagination. These cases are sought to be seen as isolated, disparate cases, 
exceptions in a huge populous country like India. We are advised not to rush 
to generalizations. India continues to be a land of diversity where there is no 
discrimination on the basis of religion, is what the home minister claimed 
while rebutting the UN report indicting India for crimes against minorities.

Modi’s undeclared ‘communal’ emergency today is far worse than Indira’s 
‘political’ emergency, says former BJP leader Yashwant Sinha
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(Contd.. from p. 3)

He said though the leaders of the op-
position parties are not put behind 
bars now as they had been during the 
21-month long Emergency period, 
what prevails now in the country is far 
worse, quoted The New Minute.

“While nobody has been put behind 
bars as in 1975, there is still an all 
pervasive atmosphere of fear, people 
are scared and people are scared to 
talk. Even cabinet ministers are not 
spared,” he said.

Sinha went on to condemn the recent 
trolling of Minister of External Affairs 
Sushma Swaraj and called it as an 
example of the poisonous communal 
atmosphere of today.

The Swaraj’s saga reveals harsh 
truths: These sympathizers-turned-
online-storm troopers for the Bharati-
ya Janata Party have started a fire that 
will eventually burn down the BJP’s 
own house. And the party’s scorched-
earth policy for electoral victory at all 
costs is fanning the flames of dan-
gerous anti-Muslim hatred that could 
destroy the very edifice of democratic 
and cultural decency.

The army of right-wing trolls who tar-
geted Swaraj is normally deployed to 
strike at enemies across ideological 
enemy lines. Journalists have been 
routinely smeared, slandered and, in 
several cases, threatened with rape 
and death.

What is both shocking and shameful 
is that not a single party leader of con-
sequence not even the other women 
in the Modi cabinet, have publicly spo-
ken to Swaraj’s defense. Why would 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
has appointed women to key roles 
in his government usually reserved 
for men (including foreign affairs and 
defense), not swiftly and publicly con-
demn this language of hate and sex-
ism? Whatever the facts of the pass-
port case are eventually proven to be, 
does Swaraj not deserve the respect 
of her Cabinet colleagues? Or is it 
that in the run-up to the big election 
in 2019, it is the BJP’s cynical calcula-
tion that, come what may, it cannot af-
ford to be seen as “soft” on Muslims?

Yes, other ideological camps and po-
litical parties are attempting to raise 
battalions of trolls, too. But none are 
as organized or as feared as the so-
cial-media machinery of India’s politi-
cal right.

The ugly underbelly of the right-
wing’s political Internet culture cannot 
be divorced from the reality in India 
today. Women even in public life have 
to constantly battle for basic respect. 
And for demanding the dignity that 
should be theirs automatically, but 
they are expose to even fiercer at-
tacks. If a high-ranking, influential, 
powerful minister does not have the 
protection from verbal violence, what 
chance do the rest of them have?

Even media, Sinha said, is in “di-
rect line of fire” under the current 
government as a consequence 
of which “many senior honest 
journalists have lost their jobs.”

“Today the situation is very bad. 
Media is giving a totally mislead-
ing picture… (It’s) completely 
subdued and made to toe the 
line,” he said.

The attack on Swaraj from people 
within her own party’s political 
base reminds me of what Hillary 
Clinton once said about Paki-
stan: You cannot keep snakes in 

your backyard and expect them only 
to bite your neighbors.

The Narendra Modi government claim 
of fighting black money has taken a 
major beating. The latest data re-
leased by the Swiss National bank 
reveal that the amount deposited by 
Indians in the Swiss banks in the past 
one year has increased by 50 percent. 
THIS IF TRUE is most despicable ACT 
of the government.

There is a steep decline in ethics, 
values and principles in the country. 
Political ambitions lead our leaders 
today not values and righteousness. 
A thorough course correction is nec-
essary for the nation. 

The question now: Is there still an an-
tidote available?

Thanksgiving

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, loved, glorified & praised 
throughout the world now and forever. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on 
us. Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy king-
dom come. St. Jude worker of miracles 
pray for us. St. Jude helper of the hope-
less pray for us. Amen,
Say this prayer nine times a day for nine 
days. 

     —Mrs. Rita Concessao, Mahim
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Christians did play 
a major role in the 
freedom struggle
 
A few days back, a protest was 

held by prominent Christian leaders to 
protest against the statements made 
by Gopal Shetty, Member of Parlia-
ment of the Bharatiya Janta Party 
(BJP). The protesters, comprising of 
many famous Christian personalities 
asked Gopal Shetty to apologise for 
the statement he had made that In-
dian Christians are angreez (foreign-
ers) and that they had played no part 
in the Indian freedom movement. Go-
pal Shetty refused to apologise for the 
statement her made and stood firm on 
his commitment.

   In fact, Christians played a major 
role in the Indian freedom struggle. 
Joseph ‘Kaka’ Baptista of Mumbai 
even coined the slogan ‘Swaraj is my 
birthright and I shall have it.’ But Lok-
manya Tilak stole the slogan from him 
and our history books now tells us that 
it was Lokmanya Tilak who coined the 
slogan, which is totally wrong." 

—— Jubel D’Cruz, Mumbai

Green Energy and the 
Catholic Church

In an earlier article on green en-
ergy and renewable power and with 
the Pope’s permission it was man-
dated that the Church must begin to 
imbibe and commission the nurseries 
of our stations in life and living with 
Christian faith mentioning the impact 
of fossil fuel and thereafter the de-
struction of mother earth. The natural 
geographies of this planet need the 
right hand involvement of our main 
frame activist in our Christian com-
munity to comply with the requests 

made on bended knees by our head 
office in Rome. We must under all 
circumstances and whatever be the 
impediments that surface whilst we 
crusade for this effect of keeping the 
earth fossil fuel free and allowing for 
carbon neutrality to become a law. 
As consumer demand for new green 
energy comes to the fore and many 
a document on climate change would 
give prima facie evidence that life will 
ebb out if this call is not heeded re-
newable power installation continues 
to grow around the world. The regu-
latory framework is most often un-
certain in many countries. India has 
come forward to avoid the catastro-
phe. The year 2030 is not far off for 
the Indian sub-continent when petrol 
and diesel vehicles will suffer triple 
layer taxes if found guilty of using fos-
sil fuel and smoke signals will never 
thenceforth convey signals of peace 
to mankind. The Government of India 
is of the thought that therefore a pro-
posal should be considered to begin 
activating the use of renewable power 
even a early as 2020. The move will 
act as a catalyst to promote, to facili-
tate and stimulate the idea and aware-
ness of what the country is aiming for. 
A clean and near to pure environment 
before nemesis sets in. It will also 
serve as a promotion for the use of 
electric vehicles. The automobile in-
dustry experts say that an order like 
this will impact the sales and even 
discourage buyers from buying petrol 
and diesel driven vehicles run on fos-
sil fuel. India is a very sensitive mar-
ket and changes like this will affect 
the industry. Manufacturers of electric 
vehicles like Mahindra and Tata how-
ever have welcomed the move to ban 
internal combustion engines within a 
given timeframe. Renewable power 
will charge the new breed electric ve-
hicles. Due to an ongoing progress in 
technology the cost of wind and so-
lar energy continues to drop, world-

wide. Therefore, green energy which 
is renewable energy power is becom-
ing more affordable and is gaining 
popularity all over the world. Count-
less international companies who in 
the yesterdays of time used fossil fuel 
have now committed to transitioning 
to renewable energy sources. There 
is ample public support and the free-
way is opening exclusively towards 
the growth of carbon neutrality.  

—Rohan A. D’Abreo - 
Chicago

Sex scandal in Kerala

This is with reference to the news 
item in ‘Times of India’ (July 10) on 
how a Catholic newspaper ‘Indian 
Currents’ from Delhi has come out in 
open support of the Jallandhar bish-
op and priests, accused of rape of a 
nun in the controversial sex-scandal 
case in Kerala. More than defending 
the bishop and priests, the writer of 
the article has rightly raised doubts 
about the rape charges levelled by 
the nun in question, on the grounds 
that the nun would not have remained 
silent  for 4 years (2014-18) , had she 
been violated 13 times. The accusa-
tions  therefore  seem to be that of a 
disgruntled nun, concludes the writer. 
Rape, therefore being ruled out in this 
case, it does not however exonerate 
the clergy of the guilt and sinfulness 
of consensual sex. Such cases involv-
ing the clergy are not uncommon in 
church history which have brought 
scandal to the church. Bishops are 
also known to cover up such cases 
by shielding the priests. This is why 
Pope Francis and his predecessors 
had to apologise several times for 
sexual abuse cases by priests, even 
on minors. We also see this happen-
ing in our country with some of our 
‘god men’ running ashrams and rap-
ing their women followers. All this has 
shaken the faith of the faithful and 
brought into question the integrity of 
such  ‘Holy Men”. 

.   
—A.    F.  Nazareth, 

Porvorim         
Goa
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St.Gonsalo 
Garcia 

Gains UN 
Recognition!

On 30 June 2018, the U.N. Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO), announced that the 
Nagasaki Basilica commemorating 26 
Catholic martyrs, has been selected 
as a ‘World Heritage Site’!

“These sites bear unique testimony 
to a cultural tradition nurtured by hid-
den Christians in the Nagasaki region, 
who secretly transmitted their faith 
from the 17th to the 19th century. They 
indeed reflect the earliest activities of 
Christian missionaries and Japanese 
settlers.”

The Nagasaki Basilica of the 26 he-
roic martyrs of Japan, also known as 
the ‘OuraChurch’, venerates the 20 
Japanese and 6 foreign-born Chris-
tians martyred for their faith in 1597; 
because the Japanese became suspi-
cious of their deeds. Sentenced to die 
by crucifixion and lancing, they were 
first marched 600 miles. During the ar-
duous journey they underwent public 
torture. All 26 held out courageously, 
and at the crucifixion sang the hymn, 
“Te Deum Laudamus” – We Praise 
Thee Lord!

Our own, St. Gonsalo Garcia, OFM, 
a Franciscan lay brother (Feast day 
5th February), was among those mar-
tyred. He was declared a saint on 8th 
June 1862. He hails from Vasai, near 
Mumbai. Bishop Thomas Dabre of 
Vasai, a Catholic theologian of repute 
commented: “St. Gonsalo Garcia’s 
relevance even today lies in the uni-
versalism of his charity and love” (cf. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-8; 13). 

—Dr. Trevor Colaso, 
Memphis, TN. USA.

Compiled with comments 
by Dr. Leo Rebello

 [1] SHANI SHIGNAPUR, Maha-
rashtra:
In the entire Village all Houses are 
without Doors. Even No Police Sta-
tion. No Thefts. In our childhood in 
Mumbai, door was there but we never 
locked it. Now, in high rises no one 
knows who stays next door. 
 
[2] HIWARE BAZAR, Maharashtra:
Richest Village in India. 60 Million-
aires. No one poor and highest GDP. 
Manohar Parrikar contacted me on 
this during his first term as CM, and 
sent a team to study the experiment 
to implement in Goa. Later he con-
tacted me to ask for my CV to recom-
mend my name for Padma Award.

[3] PUNSARI, Gujrat: 
Most modern Village. All Houses with 
CCTV and WI-FI. All street lights are 
Solar-Powered.

[4] JAMBUR, Gujarat:
All villagers look like Africans but are 
Indians. Nicknamed as African Vil-
lage. 

[5] MATTUR, Karnataka:
Village with 100% SANSKRIT speak-
ing people. 

[6] KODINHI, Kerala: 
Village of TWINS. More than 400 
Twins. 

[7] BARWAAN KALA, Bihar: 
Village of Bachelors. No marriage 
since last 50 years.

[8] MAWLYNNONG, Meghalaya:
Cleanest village of Asia. Also it has a 
huge Rock balancing on a tiny rock. 
Entire Meghalaya looks better than 
Austria. If I was not married, I would 
have settled there.  Such huge rocks 
balancing precariously are also in 
Andhra Pradesh.

[9] RONGDOI, Assam: 
Frogs are married to get RAINS as 
per prevalent belief.

[10] SHETPHAL, Maharashtra:
Villagers have SNAKES in every 
family as their members. 

[11] KULDHARA, Rajasthan. 
Haunted village. No one lives there. 
All Houses are abandoned.

11 UNIQUE VILLAGES OF INDIA

The human body is a wonderful 
thing. It regulates itself, maintains 

itself fairly well and has a sophisticat-
ed system to warn us of malfunctions. 
Our emotional health, though, gets far 
less attention. However, it needs more 
attention.

Its repetitive pain: Emotional pain 
can be re-lived over and over without 
any easing of pain or symptoms. Of-
ten, the more we obsess on a particu-
lar emotional pain, the worse it gets.

Self-recrimination: There’s a degree 
of self-anger when it comes to emo-
tional  pain. With the body, we imme-
diately accept that illness or distress 
will occur, they’re part of human life. 

Emotional pain is worse than physical pain

Yet we when we experience it, we get 
angry at ourselves for some vaguely 
perceived lack of gumption.

Memories trigger emotional pain: 
Recalling the time you broke your 
leg will not make your leg hurt but 
recalling the time you felt down will 
cause you emotional pain. Our abil-
ity to evoke emotional pain by merely 
remembering distressing events is 
profound and contrast to our total in-
ability to re-experience physical pain.

It’s unpredictable: Emotional pain 
can strike, flare up or reoccur at any 
time, even on days you feel your most 
emotionally secure. Something super 
tiny event might trigger the emotional 
outbreak which is even unrelevant.



723-29 July 2018 THE SECULAR CITIZEN

What the Dickens? This is not 
the tale of two cities, but a 
study in contrast of two of 
the seven sisters of the North 

East (NE); specifically Arunachal Pradesh 
(AP) and Manipur, where I spent a few 
days recently. My wife, Meera, and I, had 
been invited by Rev V. Kulandai, the for-
mer parish priest of Harmutty Mission, As-
sam, to participate in the 10th death anni-
versary commemoration of our colleague 
Prembhai.

This story goes back to 1980, when 
Meera befriended some Arunachali boys 
in Meghalaya, where she was then work-
ing. At their request she visited Kulandai 
in Harmutty, and then stayed on to help in 
the education and social upliftment of the 
young boys and girls of AP. Kulandai and 
she soon found that they required more 
hands.

So Meera contacted our common guru, 
Fr Deenabandhu ofm cap, in Jyotiniketan 
Ashram, Bareilly. Prembhai volunteered to 
go and joined them in Harmutty. Through 
then MLA Boa Tamo, Meera got a teach-
ing job inside AP, perhaps 
the first non-Arunachali 
Christian to enter the for-
bidden land. Subsequently 
they asked me to conduct a 
retreat (spiritual renewal pro-
gramme) in 1982, for the neo 
Christians of AP. I recall that 
the Arunachali men looked 
very primitive. They were 
bare bodied, wearing co-
lourful beads; the dao, their 
all purpose weapon cum tool, a huge tuft 
of hair above the forehead embellished 
with the bright yellow beak of the Great 
Indian Hornbill. It was the same in 1984 
when Meera left Arunachal to be my life 
companion.

We were now returning to AP after 34 
years. Change is inevitable. But Meera 
couldn’t believe what she was now see-
ing. Both men and women were smartly 
dressed, mostly in western attire. The 
men’s traditional headgear had been re-

placed by an artificial one. Even the wom-
en’s traditional gale was now limited to the 
ceremonial dancers.

Hopping off the train we refreshed our-
selves at the home of our hostess Tadar 
Yame, who was a young girl when Meera 
was there earlier. She very kindly gave us 
her vehicle to make the arduous 176 kms 
trip to Boa Simla, where Meera was first 

posted. The journey took all of 
7½ hours, because the roads 
were non-existent. When the 
British built roads in the hills, 
they always had storm water 
drains at the side. Not so our 
desi ones. So the “roads” were 
reduced to rivulets, with the first 
monsoon rains. What really as-
tounded me was the plethora of 
churches along the way – Cath-
olic, Christian Revival Church, 

Baptists, Pentecostals et al. My heart bled. 
AP was virgin territory for Christianity. 
Was there need to bring all our divisions 
to this beautiful land? Not unexpectedly, 
the Catholic structures were the biggest; 
grotesque concrete, straight out of Kerala, 
with no sensitivity for the local tribal cul-
ture. 

For those who don’t know, AP is a mira-
cle story, for the Catholic Church in par-
ticular. This is because, though animated 
from outside, by zealous missionaries 

like Kulandai in neighbouring Harmutty, it 
was almost entirely a lay initiative. There 
were no church buildings or institutions, 
nor roads nor vehicles. The Arunachalis 
would march from far flung villages to 
the Harmutty mission begun by Kulandai 
in 1976. They were seeing visions of Je-
sus. Miracles were happening, lives were 
changing. The power of the Holy Spirit, as 
at Pentecost, was more than evident. 

The first six baptisms at Harmutty were in 
June 1978. When I first visited in 1982, I 
recall seeing catechists taking Holy Com-
munion wrapped in newspaper, to be 
distributed to the villagers back home. 
Meera, who was sceptical of anything re-
motely charismatic, could hardly believe 
what she saw happening around her at 
that time. 

It was the time of blatant persecution of 
Christians. Their thatched churches were 
burnt down. But the tongues of fire of the 
Holy Spirit were upon them. In 1978 the 
“AP Freedom of Religion Bill” was passed, 
that effectively banned Christianity. It was 
a crime to be Christian. This territory was 
earlier known as the North East Frontier 
Agency (NEFA), under the control of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. After the lib-
eration of Bangladesh in 1971 then Prime 

A Tale Of Two Sisters

(Contd.. on p. 10)

by chhotebhai *
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(Contd.. on p. 9)

by Eric D'Sa

Though the governments in India 
over the years have been con-
tinuously making an effort to 
ensure that all its people have 

reliable access to electricity, we seemed 
to be not achieving the goal, due to si-
multaneous growth of population. I was 
born in a small project town called Shim-
sha on the Cauvery river, where my fa-
ther worked on a hydro-electrical project 
and later spent another 10 years of my 
childhood in another project town called 
Jog Falls, where my father worked on an-
other large hydro-electric project. So 
in a way I have been associated with 
electricity and it’s importance for the 
development of the country from the 
time I was born. Decades ago I came 
to the conclusion that if the Govern-
ment of India just ensured the growth 
of affordable electricity generation from 
different resources, by around 15% each 
year, it would almost automatically en-
sure a GDP growth of around 8 to 10%.

The statistics reveal that even after many 
decades of our countries independence, 
more than 300 million people in India 
lack continuous electricity availability 
and most of the above get nothing at 
all. With population growth forecast to 
exceed connection rates, the condi-
tion is expected to worsen before it im-
proves. For decades, rural communities 
in our villages have waited in vain for 
government-supplied electricity to arrive. 
But today, new technologies – coupled 
with cheaper solar panels, better batter-
ies, and mobile payment systems – are 
changing how power is produced and 
distributed and paid for. With so-called 
“mini-grids” – smaller, localized power 
utilities – independent producers can 
electrify remote communities faster and 
more cheaply than traditional utilities 
can. The challenge is to convince politi-
cians, financiers, and vested interests of 
the value in going decentralized.

Tackling rural electrification with mini-
grids is not a new idea; communities 
from the United States to Cambodia 

have long used this approach to weave 
local infrastructure into regional or na-
tional grids. And for energy-starved com-
munities, mini-grids are a potential game 
changer. According to the International 
Energy Agency, decentralized solutions 
such as mini-grids have been found to 
deliver electricity in most economical way 
to more than 70% of the unconnected, 
provided that projects can attract new 
sources of capital. To be sure, mini-grids 
are not meant to operate in isolation for 
perpetuity; they are at their best when 
feeding power into larger distribution net-
works. But until larger grids arrive, rural 

areas in developing countries can, and 
should, go it alone.

Simply put, compared to main-grid solu-
tions, mini-grids are easier to assemble 
and deploy in hard-to-reach communi-
ties and deliver electricity more reliably. 
By powering health clinics, schools, and 
local businesses, including in the agri-
culture industry, such grids would help 
create more vibrant and prosperous lo-
cal economies. In unelectrified areas that 
are vulnerable to climate change, natural 
disasters, and economic migration, mini-
grids are often the only option. Unfortu-
nately, despite these advantages, mini-
grid power in India remains underused. 
For example a start up firm, with support 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, has 
helped to build over 140 privately owned 
mini-grids across the country, represent-
ing the largest cluster of local generating 
capacity anywhere in India. And yet this is 
just a tiny fraction of the number of mini-
grid systems needed to meet projected 
demand over the next few decades.

The good news is that funding for mini-
grids – including those powered by solar, 
small hydroelectric, wind, or a mix of re-
newables and diesel – is slowly increas-
ing. We can be proud that India’s south-

ern state of Tamil Nadu is a world leader 
when it comes to renewable energy. Its 
wind turbines have a combined installed 
capacity of 7.9 gigawatts (GW). This puts 
it ahead of many countries regarded as 
champions of green power. For example, 
Sweden is aiming to become one of the 
first countries to generate all of its elec-
tricity needs from renewable sources. But 
it has a wind-power capacity of 6.7GW, 
a tenth less than Tamil Nadu. And Den-
mark, considered by many as the birth-
place of the modern wind energy indus-
try, has a wind-power capacity of 5.5GW. 
In fact the statistics show that there are 

only five European nations plus China, 
USA, Canada and Brazil that have a 
larger installed wind-power capacity 
than the state of Tamil Nadu in 2017.

As well as being India’s number one 
state for wind energy, Tamil Nadu is 

also top for rooftop solar, and third for 
overall solar capacity including large-
scale solar farms.
Analysis by the Institute for Energy Eco-
nomics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) 
confirms, that as a proportion of its over-
all electricity generating capacity, the 
Indian state’s renewable energy puts it 
among the best countries. Renewables 
currently account for 16% of Tamil Nadu’s 
electricity generation, its second largest 
source of energy after coal. More than 
two thirds of this renewable electricity 
currently comes from wind turbines, and 
the recent projections predict that Tamil 
Nadu could nearly double its wind-power 
capacity to 15GW by 2027.

Meanwhile, solar-power capacity in the 
state is predicted to increase more than 
six-fold over the same period, from to-
day’s total solar capacity of 1.7GW to 
12GW of solar farms and 1.5GW of roof-
top solar panels by 2027. This rise in re-
newables is predicted to coincide with 
a slide in coal’s share in Tamil Nadu’s 
electricity mix, from 69% in 2017 to 42% 
10 years later. While Tamil Nadu may cur-
rently lead the way on renewables, other 
areas of India are poised to catch up and 
even overtake the southern state. Kar-

WHETHER INDIA WILL BE ABLE TO OVERCOME ITS PROBLEM 
OF PROVIDING CONTINUOUS ACESS OF ELECTRICITY TO 

ALL ITS PEOPLE, WITH THE HELP OF SOLAR AND 
WIND POWER, SUPPLIED THROUGH MINI GRIDS?

YOU THE CITIZENS 
DECIDE:
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nataka, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan 
are already ahead of Tamil Nadu when it 
comes to solar-power generation, while 
five Indian states installed more new wind 
turbines than the 262 megawatts (MW) of 
capacity added by Tamil Nadu in 2017.

Despite these positive developments, 
however, mini-grids’ full potential to lay 
the foundation for rural economic de-
velopment will remain unrealized until 
politicians, regulators, and international 
development practitioners embrace 
decentralized grids as viable, comple-
mentary, and inter-operable solutions to 
energy poverty, rather than sources of 
competition for traditional power utilities. 
While a growing number of governments 
are adopting mini-grid policies, most are 
still failing to integrate localized genera-
tion and distribution into national electrifi-
cation planning. In India, for example the 
mini-grids are often required to operate 
without the financial backing that larger 
utilities regularly receive, despite provid-
ing equivalent or better service.

St. Anthony Church Mankurd where I 
am in the finance committee, recently 
installed Solar powered mini grid which 
feeds into the Relaince power grid. The 
church even without tax concessions will 
recover the cost of the solar power instal-
lation in less than 5 years, after which the 
power will be free for two more decades. 
Within the next three months my family 40 
room Hotel in Bengaluru, will be install-
ing a solar powered mini grid to supply 
the full electric power requirement of the 
hotel and with the tax concessions pro-
vided by the GOI, the hotel will be able to 
recover the cost within 3 years. There af-
ter the electric power will be mainly free. 
More people in cities should realise that 
Solar powered grids are very economical 
and will help to reduce pollution.

To turn the power on in India small en-
ergy producers need access to capital, 
and the support of policies that are im-
partial, consistent and fair. But, more 
than anything, they need the opportunity 
to put their technologies to work. The 
world already knows how to power rural 
communities; it’s up to politicians to flip 
the switch. We the Citizens will have to 
decide whether there is an urgent need 
for our governments to bring continuous 
electricity supply to our masses in villag-
es, with the help of Solar and Wind power 
feeding the mini grids, connected later to 
main grids?t

(Contd.. from p. 8)
When in the wrong, shut up

This is with reference  to the article   "Villains as victims: Why call sex rape?" 
by   AJ Philip , in the Delhi based 'Indian Currents'  which is a popular 
Catholic weekly published by the Capuchin  fathers. The article ,  while 
attempting to defend the clergy has only served to heap more ridicule on 
the Christian community. The article received  wide publicity in 'The Times 
of India'("After sex scandals,  column in church mag paints Bishop and 
priests as victims" ) . The  headline and first paragraph  of  the TOI article  
gives the impression that the entire Catholic church is trying to defend the 
accused: "The Indian Currents(IC) a weekly magazine owned by the Cath-
olic church, has come out in open support of Jalandhar  Bishop Franco 
Mulakal and orthodox priests in the controversial sex scandals" (TOI July 
10). The article gives non Catholics the erroneous impression that the en-
tire church is behind the accused  clergymen, which is not the case.

The recent scandals appearing in the national press concerning the clergy 
in Kerala and a bishop in Jalandhar  have embarrassed Catholics no end.  
It is virtually impossible to defend the alleged accused except to say that 
like all others, priests too are humans.In the face of the serious charges 
,community members  are compelled to maintain a stoic silence as there 
are no extenuating  circumstances. 

The writer of  the article, Mr AJ Philip, however,  has taken upon himself 
the task of defending  the clergy,  which only adds to the  discomfiture of  
community members. The burden of his long article is that consensual 
sex is not rape. He seems to have forgotten that the accused are not lay 
men and have no business to indulge in consensual sex or any other sex.  
Worse still,  the clergy have allegedly compromised the sacred sacrament 
of reconciliation (confession)  by misusing it as a conduit for gaining sexual 
favours.   To add insult to injury  the article is filled with aspersions on the 
character of the victims.  This is not acceptable in our present day society. .  

Half of the long article contains irrelevant incidents which have very little 
bearing on the case.  The writer then goes about  giving a good character 
certificate  to the Bishop. (I must admit that I sympathize  with the Bishop.
He has a strong case,  but it is not for us to judge). Then the writer goes 
to some length to systematically destroy the character  of the victims  and 
only exposes the clergy  in the bargain.  According to him one of the ac-
cused priests flew to Kochi  and booked into a five star hotel for an over-
night stay with the victim. However next morning he found that he was 
short of cash and asked the victim to pay by card.  That's when the cat was 
out of  the bag.  The husband received an alert on his mobile and it was 
then that he realised for the first time that his wife was cheating on him.  It 
was then that the wife cried rape.  The Mother Superior's story  too is along 
similar lines. She claimed that she was raped 13 times between 2014-2016 
(but cried rape only now when her plea regarding   her transfer case failed). 

In this entire article the writer has inadvertently  succeeded only in portray-
ing the clergy, as a community,   in very poor light. We as Catholics are not 
concerned about the integrity of the victims.  We are concerned about the 
integrity of  our clergy and while we admit that they are human we cannot 
go about defending them in this manner. Far too many victims have borne 
their suffering without coming out in the open for fear of retribution.  Si-
lence is the only option. 

—Prof Robert Castellino 
Mumbai 
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Minister Indira Gandhi made it a Union 
Territory named Arunachal Pradesh. It at-
tained Statehood much later. Immense 
powers were now vested in the MLAs, 
while the funds became their personal in-
vestment!   

I now come to the ugly side of AP, other 
than the non-existent roads and church ri-
valry. I saw the houses of some of the min-
isters, MLAs and lay leaders. They were 
opulently palatial. I could not help feeling 
that the huge grants from the Centre, for 
the development of this pristine land were 
being siphoned off for personal gain. In 
recent elections in Tamilnadu and Karna-
taka we heard of candidates offering vot-
ers Rs 5000/- each. In AP it is 10 times that 
figure. Voters allegedly demand scooters 
and motorcycles from the candidates, so 
much so that vehicle dealers stock up be-
fore the elections!

This is not a wild allegation. When Pema 
Khandu, the Chief Minister of AP came for 
Prembhai’s commemoration he clearly 
said that whether one voted for the BJP 
or Congress was immaterial; but one 
should ensure voting is not on the basis 
of the notes received. Absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely. The same may be said 
of easy money that seems to flow in AP. 
One has just to look at the car and bike 
showrooms near Itanagar, the capital, and 
the others with the latest brands, to realise 
that money is flowing like the monsoon 
rains. Could the Catholic Church remain 
unscathed from this affluence and opu-
lence? The answer is easily found in the 
grandiose buildings and fancy SUVs. 

Prembhai had started a small ashram in 
Banderdewa, where he was based, at the 
gateway of AP and a stone’s throw from 
Harmutty. Ten years after his death anoth-
er grotesque concrete structure is coming 
up there. 

Tao Tabin, the President of the AP Catho-
lic Association, said that Prembhai lived a 
very simple life. His pillow was a piece of 
wood. He never used a blanket, even in 
harsh winter, and his sandals were made 
of pieces of rubber tyres nailed together. I 
told the gathering that these sandals had 
their origin in Jyotiniketan Ashram, Ba-
reilly.

Prembhai is now being put on a pedes-
tal. There is even a call for canonization. 
Adulation is so much easier than emula-
tion. The greatest testimony for Prembhai, 
other than the thousands that he brought 
to the Lord, was his impact on the lives 
of the tribals. Kulandai, in his book on the 
history of the AP church says “Among the 
Nyishis (the predominant tribe) there had 
been the highest number of killings and 
cuttings (sic) before the Christian mission-
aries arrived”. Road rage is endemic. A 
non-Arunachali lives in dread of touching 
a tribal’s vehicle. Yet a former MLA testified 
that when his son died in a bike accident 
he sought neither revenge nor compensa-
tion, something that his kinsmen could not 
stomach.

On a social level I would say that the 
Arunachalis have made a quantum jump 
from a primitive society to an ultra mod-
ern one, without a buffer medieval pe-
riod. In like manner the Catholic Church 
has morphed from being an apostolic, 
charismatic, evangelical church, to an 
established institution. As with Emperor 
Constantine in the 4th Century AD, Christi-
anity has become Christendom. Is this the 
march of time, progress, or lack of vision?

After AP we made a brief stopover in 
Imphal, the capital of Manipur State, to vis-
it my twin sister, Dr Salam Irene, who had 
retired as the head of department of His-
tory of Manipur University. She gave me a 
wealth of information about the State.

My first impression of Manipur was that it 
was clean and uncongested, with good 
roads, unlike AP. There is a ban on plas-
tic bags, so there wasn’t much garbage, 
again in contrast to AP. Though there were 
rivulets of water on the AP roads it was 
shocking to see the number of plastic wa-
ter bottles littered everywhere. 

I was surprised to learn that of the three 
major religions in Manipur, the first to 
come was Islam, in the early 17h century, 
via Bengali settlers, who are called Pangal. 
Hinduism (actually Vaishnavism) came a 
century later, again via Bengal, when the 
local Meiteis of the Valley were converted. 
Christianity came in the late 19th century, 
but was restricted to the hill areas inhab-
ited by tribals like the Tangkhul Nagas, Ku-

kis, and the Zelingkong.

An interesting spin off of the Christian 
presence was education. Dr Irene says, 
“Education was a successful element 
of evangelization”. As a result, the tribal 
Christians grabbed all the jobs and pro-
fessions, while the Meiteis of the Valley 
lagged behind. Ironically, the hill tribes 
can buy land or do business in the Imphal 
Valley, but the Meiteis cannot do the same 
in the hills. Rather unfair.

Another startling revelation for me was this 
statement from a research paper, that the 
“Top brass in the military and para-military 
forces were abetting drug trafficking”. 
Was this to make the local populace sub-
servient? Frightening.

Not unlike AP, here too Christians are 
starkly divided by “denomination”, an 
obnoxious word. I prefer the term “sister 
churches”. There is a further sub-division 
along tribal lines. So you will find a Tang-
khul Naga Baptist church that does not 
accept Baptists from other tribes. One 
really wonders how deep Christianity is? 
Lest we start pointing derogatory fingers, 
let us not forget how “ancient” Christian 
communities in Kerala and Goa are also 
divided on caste lines. Shame.

Another interesting observation on the 
distinction between Baptists and Catho-
lics is that Baptists are not supposed to 
touch alcohol. When they come to church 
they are expected to wear their traditional 
tribal dress. There are no such restrictions 
on Catholics. Those who were once con-
sidered the most orthodox are today con-
sidered the most liberal!

As for political corruption, I was told that 
one candidate’s father spent 27 crore 
rupees to get him elected as an MLA in 
Manipur. In neighbouring Nagaland it was 
alleged that the person who became Dep-
uty Chief Minister paid 10 crore rupees to 
the BJP to get the post. Did somebody 
say “Na khaoonga, na khane doonga” (I 
will not eat, nor let others enjoy the treat)?

This short trip to two sisters of the NE was 
a learning experience. My readers may 
feel the same. Jesus said “Seek and you 
will find”. There is so much for us to seek 
and find in the NE, especially for us from 
“mainland” India.

(Contd.. from p. 7)
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ALTINA ESSAY CONTEST 2018

The eligibility criteria for the contest is 16 years and above the number 
of words is 400-600

The contest opened on 1st July and closes on 31st August 2018. The 
prizes are as follows:

First prize Rs 30,000, second prize Rs 20,000 and the third prize Rs 
15,000/- accompanied by additional consolation prizes. The contes-
tants  will be required to provide their  full name, postal address email 
id, mobile no and latest passport photo (Square only) and sent by email 
or post to info@altinasecurities.com or 303, Anand House,13the Road, 
off Linking Road Khar (w) Mumbai – 400052 Tel No : 66942416/17/18.

Tahir Mohamed
Head Business 
Development 
Nasdaq – Dubai

Rajesh Mascarenhas 
Senior Assistant 
Editor 
The Economic Times

Kewal Handa 
Chairman Union Bank 
of India & Former 
Managing Director 
Pfizer India Ltd

Clifford Dsouza 
Managing Director 
Morgan Stanley (I) 
Ltd

Mahesh Bhupati 
Professional 
Tennis Player

Clifton Desilva 
Director 
Altina Securities Pvt 
Ltd

Over the last several years Altina Securities has been playing a major 
role in promoting  the spirit of entrepreneurship especially amongst 
the youth through regular workshops on various verticals like person-
ally development sessions, communication skills sessions, leadership 
sessions  as well as conducting  industrial tours to leading companies 
Siemens Tata Motors piaggio (Vespa) to name a few.

All these initiatives undertaken are free of cost to the participants. 
Amongst the various initiatives undertaken to identify aspiring entre-
preneurs one such method is through an annual essay contest on a 
Pan Indian basis on topics relating to Entrepreneurship.

The winners are judged by a jury comprising of experts in their re-
spective fields. The winners are   awarded cash prizes. This year the 
contest enters its 9th edition is titled “The Power of Entrepreneurship 
and “the jury comprises the following:
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Innumerable are the writers in the 
Catholic fold who support - even 
advocate - the senseless ban on 
plastic bags and on cutting 
trees without actually com-
ing up with practical, sensi-
ble alternatives or solutions.

Incomprehensive reasoning
Analytically, what exactly is 
the reason for the ban on the 
manufacture and use of plastic 
bags in the state of Maharash-
tra? Is it because discarded 
plastic bags choke the drain-
age systems of its cities and 
villages? Or is it because cattle 
in general and the holy cow in 
particular end up with cancer of 
the stomach after stuffing them-
selves silly with plastic bags 
eaten up at garbage bins? If it is the 
latter, why, one may ask, are cattle 
allowed to roam free on pub-
lic thoroughfares, be it in cit-
ies, towns or villages? One 
reason could be that those 
who own the cattle have no 
means to provide food for 
themselves, leave alone fod-
der for their cattle and so, 
not allowed to even sell the 
animal to the butchers, al-
low their cattle to stray on to 
the streets and eat whatever 
is available. The other reason could 
be that neither do those who own 
tabelas or run ‘ghoshallahs’ nor all 
those self-styled ‘gau-rakshaks’ have 
the wherewithal to actually look after 
cattle.

Need for better perception
Its time Catholic proponents of the 
ban on plastic bags took it upon 
themselves to open their holy mouths 
and start demanding that the state 
government as well as the civic au-
thorities in cities, towns and villages 
(a) ensured proper and regular clear-
ance of garbage from all thorough-
fares through the year, (b) banned 
cattle from straying out in the open, 
(c) fined cattle owners as well own-

ers of tabelas and ghoshallahs a 
minimum of Rs 5000 per animal found 
straying on the streets and, finally, (d) 

punish the so called gau-rakshaks 
by charging them with the task of 

keeping cattle, tabelas and 
ghoshallahs clean.

As far as plastic bags and 
other garbage clogging 
drains and gutters is con-
cerned, an urgent measure 
to be adopted should be 
the immediate implementa-
tion of rules concerning gar-
bage segregation. Of note, 
while thermocole products 

cannot be destroyed no matter what 
and so their manufacture itself right-
ly deserves to be banned, plastic in 
general and plastic bags in particu-
lar need to be kept out of the ambit 
of the ban for the simple reason that 
even though plastic per se is not bio-
degradable, it can be either destroyed 
by being burnt or recycled by way of 
being melted to make more reusable 
plastic stuff. One hears of efforts being 
made by individuals to produce diesel 
or other fuel out of plastic waste. This 
is something the government, with 
the requisite funds, manpower and 
machinery at its disposal, can indeed 
take up as an urgent measure.

Aluminium foil junk

A new problem that is already be-
ginning to emerge as a result of the 
m i n d - less ban on plastic bags 

and containers is the 
trays and containers 
made in all shapes and 
sizes from aluminium 
foil now increasingly in 
circulation. The clog-
ging of drains (and of 
course cattle tummies) 
on account of these 
items can pose a big-
ger danger that can 
prove disastrous to the 
system. Will the gov-
ernment wake up to 
reality?

Needed: A compre-
hensive ‘Tree’ policy

How come we Catholics in general 
have failed to see that simply refrain-
ing from cutting trees and instead 
resorting to planting more trees is 
not going to prove beneficial to the 
environment? Several among us 
have been to Europe, some even 
more than once. Have we observed 
the glaring difference in terms of tree 
management in India and Europe? 
Cutting of trees is permitted neither 
in Europe nor in India. But there ends 
the similarity. While in India tree 
management is limited to adher-
ing to the ‘no-cut’ rule, in Europe 
the norm is not allowing any tree to 
grow wild. In fact, rules ensure the 
regular trimming of trees and hedg-
es whereby no tree even in one’s 
own backyard is allowed to grow 
wild, facing the possibility of falling or 
being uprooted due to weather con-
ditions. The result is that every tree 
big and small in Europe is a sight to 
behold, what with creativity lending a 
touch of class and beauty to the tree, 
simultaneously affording it a kind of 
healthy growth.

Sanctified pollution, eh?
The government of Maharashtra is 
so seized of the menace supposed-

Of Trees, Plastic Bags And More!

by Ladislaus L 
D’Souza

(Contd.. on p. 13)
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ly posed by the widespread use of 
plastic, particularly bags, that it has 
begun fining the defaulters among 
the general public sums as atro-
cious as Rs 5000. What audacity! 
What about the environmental pollu-
tion caused by the annual Ganapati 
festival in Maharashtra? Trees are 
chopped mercilessly to make way 
for processions of massive idols 
of the state’s favourite god to pass 
through the lanes and alleys of our 
cities. Even flyovers are demolished 
and so rebuilt as to allow the E-god 
to pass beneath. Has anyone given 
a thought to what it is that goes into 
the sea with the idols at immersion 
time? Not merely clay but all the 
plaster of Paris, lime (chuna), wood, 
plastic, thermocole, glass, fabric, 
steel, iron, and paint of every kind 
goes into the sea for 10 consecutive 
days in a year, enough to put the 
annual turnover of plastic waste to 
a phenomenal level. Can one even 
imagine what this does to the fish 
and other seafood on our coasts? 
How much is the government go-
ing to charge all those mandals and 
mandalis for the kind of havoc they 
are going wreak on environment in 
the state?

Need for Media initiative
All said and done, the media with its 
vast potential to gather information 
at the flick of a button so to say and 
the wherewithal needed to create 
due awareness, must needs initiate 
a process that brings together on 
a common platform professionals 
and ordinary citizens alike to study 
at length all aspects of the ‘plastics’ 
issue and to come up with viable 
proposals to be made to the govern-
ment both at the Centre and in the 
state, as also to the civic authorities 
concerned. These proposals would 
have to include options that NGOs 
could take up with due subsidy from 
the government or municipal corpo-
rations concerned. Would any entity 
in the Catholic media be willing to 
take the initiative, please?

Some consoling news at last, for 
the harried Mumbai citizens – ac-
cording to news report a couple 
of days back, the chief minister of 
Maharashtra Mr. Fadnavis says, 
the number of potholes in the city 
of Mumbai has dropped drastically 
since 2014-15 (when the government 
in power, changed). In 2014-15 there 
were 14,455 potholes while in 2017-
18, it has reduced drastically, to 
ONLY 4,044 potholes – Wow ! what 
an achievement ! Great show, Mr. 
Chief Minister !

A couple of days later however, there 
were reports that new potholes have 
surfaced on the city roads.  Today’s 
newspapers report that at the meet-
ing on Thursday, the BMC adminis-
tration was under criticism from cor-
porators for failing to keep Mumbai 
‘pothole-free’.  The report goes on to 
say that a senior official has claimed 
that ‘roads maintained by state 
government agencies have more 
craters than those under the BMC’.  

The whole ‘pothole’ scenario is so 
disgusting.  Is there a competition 
between the earlier government & 
the present government, between 
the present state government & 
the civic administration ?  Does the 
‘number’ of potholes matter ?  Does 
it matter whether the roads main-
tained by state government agencies 
have more potholes/craters than the 
ones maintained by the civic admin-
istration ? Does that make any of 

Melville X. D’Souza
- Orlem, Malad West

Mumbai – the pot-holed city !

them feel greater in the eyes of the 
citizens of Mumbai ?  

In the meanwhile, in nearby Kalyan, 
Thane District, four deaths have been 
reported during past few days, on 
account of potholes.  Who is respon-
sible for these deaths ?

“How many more  do you [BMC] 
want to eliminate before the next 
monsoon ?”  This is the question 
the High Court had put before the 
BMC during the last monsoon, 
while hearing a petition on the poor 
condition of the roads in Mumbai. 

Has anything changed this monsoon 
?  Citizens continue to be inconve-
nienced, deaths continue to occur 
on account of the pathetic condition 
of the city & the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan region.  When will the authorities 
come down to reality ?  The citizens 
too would like to pose that same 
question which the High Court 
posed before the civic administra-
tion & the state government – How 
many more……….?

(Contd.. from p. 12)
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CHOOSING YOUR LIFE part-
ner - the person you want to 
spend the rest of your days 
with - is one of the most 
important decisions you’ll 
make in your life. So, read on 
listed below tips to choose 
the right partner

Marriage brings two individuals 
together to form the institution 
of a family to realise their mutu-
al dreams. The life partner you 
find will significantly impact 
the rest of your life, your hap-
piness and success. Hence it 
is important that you take ex-
treme care to choose the right 
partner. Here are a few of the 
interesting proven tips to find 
the right life partner.

Identify your deal-breakers:
Ask yourself which personality 
traits, habits or circumstances 
you can’t accept in a partner. 
Be prepared to stop seeing 
someone if any of your deal-
breakers are present in him or 
her.

Always exercise a caution:
Without getting to know the 

candidates well, it is never ad-
visable to make any commit-
ments that will land you on 
troubles. Always go through the 
proper channels and approach 
the match search a profession-
als task which will help avoid all 
the risks associated with meet-
ing new people and interacting 
with them. Never share your 
personal details to strangers or 
contacts about whom you do 
not know much. 

Register with reputed matri-
monial site:
Despite the phenomenal de-
velopment of the transport and 
communication sectors, finding 
your marriage partners have 
not become easier yet. To ease 
the search and help brides 
and grooms find their perfect 
soul mate, a lot of profession-
ally managed matrimonial 
sites are doing a great job. Fill-
ing with best matrimonial sites 
is the key to find your marriage 
partner the easy way without 
much hassles and wasting a 
lot of time. 

Filter the search results in a 

Pick a right ‘life’ partner

smart way:
Matrimonial sites have a huge 
data base of candidate profiles 
that are actively searching for 
their marriage partners. Make 
the right use of the available fil-
ters to narrow down the profiles 
that will satisfy the criteria you 
are looking for. 

A FEW TIPS TO KEEP IN 
MIND 
• Have the biggies in common.
• Explore compatibility.
• Don’t expect people to change. 
• Feel as comfortable with them as 

you are at home. 
• Don’t just love them, like them.
• Look for good partnership quali-

ties in him or her aside from 
chemistry.
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New Delhi: Leading Catholic figures 
and lay people have appealed to the 
Vatican to remove an Indian bishop 
facing allegations of raping a nun.

In two July 12 letters separately ad-
dressed to Indian Bishops’ Confer-
ence president Cardinal Oswald Gra-
cias and to papal nuncio Archbishop 
Giambattista Diquattro, they asked for 
the removal of Bishop Franco Mulak-
kal of Jalandhar.

Police began to investigate Bishop 
Mulakkal after a Catholic nun, former 
superior of a diocesan congrega-
tion under the bishop, accused him 
on June 29 of raping her four years 
ago and then sexually abusing her 
13 more times over the following two 
years.

The letter asked Archbishop Diquat-
tro to "advise Pope Francis to relieve 
the bishop concerned of his pastoral 
responsibilities so that the church 
is seen to actually practice the zero 
tolerance it professes to observe in 
abuse cases."

The accused prelate continuing in his 
position as bishop of Jalandhar "will 
erode the faith of the people in the 
credibility of the church to implement 
its policy of zero tolerance and act 
justly in abuse matters," they said.

Bishop Mulakkal continues to tell me-
dia that the nun cooked up the sex 
stories. According to him, she went to 
police after church authorities began 
to take disciplinary action following al-
legations by the nun's cousin that she 
was having sexual relations with her 
husband.

The nun and her relatives claim 
church authorities have ignored their 
complaints against sex violations. 
They also say that at least 18 nuns 
have left a convent because of the 
bishop’s harassment.

The 168 leaders said they are "con-
cerned about the mud-slinging" going 
on between the bishop and his priests 
on one side, and the nun and her 
family on the other, as it has "turned 
the church into an object of ridicule," 
causing "a lot of harm … to the faith of 
the people of God."

Signatories included leading figures 
from Indian Theologians Association, 
United Christian Forum, Indian Chris-
tian Women’s Movement, Women 
Theologians Forum, Women's Net-
work for Solidarity and the Forum of 
Religious for Justice and Peace.

The letter said the "growing scandal 
and the adverse publicity" the church 
is receiving because of its handling of 
the sex allegation was also affecting 
the "integrity and the mission" of the 
church.

The letter addressed to Cardinal Gra-
cias said the representations made by 
the nun to the bishops "have brought 
no response, raising issues about 
the credibility" of the bishops’ confer-
ence’s guidelines to deal with sexual 
harassment in the workplace released 
in 2017.

It requested the cardinal to ensure 
that dioceses "publicize and cre-
ate adequate awareness" about the 
guidelines to sex violations and "insti-
tute the structures and procedures" to 
address such issues without further 
delay.

"At its root, sexual abuse is ultimately 
not about sexuality or celibacy, but 
about the gross misuse of the dispro-
portionate power assigned to clergy," 
they observed.

Church leaders in India should not 
"take a silent or indifferent stand" on 
such violations because when "a man 
who represents God to people is a 

sexual offender, faith in the God he 
represents is shaken to the core," they 
observed.

"Pope Francis has shown the way by 
holding accused bishops account-
able even at risk to the reputation of 
the church. We look to our bishops to 
follow his example."

Virginia Saldanha, a lay theologian, 
said the church has seen "a number 
of allegations of sex abuse of women 
by clergy. But nothing has been done 
so far."

"In our society women are blamed for 
everything and even in this case the 
women face all sorts of allegations 
and accusations," she said.

She expressed admiration for the 
courage of the Jalandhar nun "to 
speak up against such injustice. This 
will be an eye opener to many others 
like her," Saldanha told ucanews.com.

Supreme Court lawyer Sister Jessy 
Kuriyan told ucanews.com that the 
correct legal position demands the 
bishop move away from his office of 
authority.

The accused bishop is the patron of 
the congregation to which the alleged 
victim belongs. If a member discloses 
a fact that would go against the inter-
est of the accused, she may have to 
face dire consequences in the future, 
she said.

In order to help an impartial and in-
dependent investigation, the bishop 
should either resign or be suspended, 
Sister Kurian said.

Source: UCAN

Call to remove bishop 
accused of rape

Jack of all Stall
Reliable House for 
Religious Goods

Gloria Church Bldg., 
263, Dr. Ambedkar Rd., Byc-

ulla, Mumbai - 400027
Tel.: 23725963, 23749358

Estd: 1951           Prop. B. D'Souza
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1. One must fast for at least 1 hour 
before receiving Holy Communion. 
The only exceptions are medicine, 
water or unless someone is ill and 
needs to eat sooner.

2. Don't pack a snack basket for kids. 
It's no picnic. The only 
exceptions would be milk 
for infants, water for the 
priest or choir and sick. 

3. Don't bite your nails, it in-
dicates nervousness. Don't  
shake your legs, it indi-
cates tension. Don't fidget 
with your hair, it indicates 
distraction. You may haven't 
been taught this when you 
were young, that it is wrong 
to focus on any other person 
or object, when the focus 
should be on God alone.

4. Never chew gum in Church. I t 
breaks your fast. 

 
5. Cross yourself with Holy Water on 

entering and leaving the church. 
This is a reminder of our Baptism, 
which made us members of Christ's 
Church.

6. Dress modestly, the mass is not a 
fashion show. And Christmas and 
Easter masses are not a part of Mi-
lan Fashion Week. Dress in a way 
that gives witness to your faith not 
to seduce anyone. Don't go for 
mass to check out who is hot in the 
parish. 

7. Come early and be as close to the 
altar as possible. Don't walk in when 
half the mass is over. Don't stand 
outside the Church.  One shouldn't 
go for mass for the heck of it or to 
be noticed or to avoid uncomfort-
able questions.

8. Cell phones should never be used 
during Mass for checking messag-
es, making calls or texting. Keep 
them on silent mode. No call is 
more important than mass.

9. Youngsters should offer their seats 
to the pregnant, sick or aged who 
are standing. 

10. When we enter and 

leave Church, 
genuflect (bow your knee) toward 
the Tabernacle. Christ is present for 
our sake. By allowing our right knee 
to hit the floor, we acknowledge He 
is our Lord and God. If someone is 
physically unable to genuflect, then 
a bow is sufficient. During Mass, if 
you pass in front of the altar or tab-
ernacle, bow reverently.

11. Sit quietly in Church. Don't talk or 
comment on what others wear. You 
don't go there to judge anyone's 
dressing style, make -up or acces-
sories.

12. Take loud children behind. Some-
times the baby will be restless. Par-
ents with young kids should sit at 
the end of a pew, so that you can 
take the kid behind quickly. Don't 
joke with them & disturb others dur-
ing Mass. Stop them from playing 
with hymn books and reading mate-
rial. Don't joke or play with toddlers 
during mass.

13. Prepare your offering before 
Mass. Christ tells us not to let your 
left hand know what your right hand 
is doing when you make your offer-

20 Things to remember at Mass:
ing. Keeping the basket while you 
get your wallet out can be quite 
a scene. Digging the basket for 
change is wrong. Come to mass 
with your offering prepared. 

14. No sleeping, day-dream-
ing, bulletin reading or saying 
the rosary during mass. Pay 
attention to God's Word.

15. Respect the worship. 
Stand during the gospel 
reading and other set time 
during worship. Kneel at 
the consecration,  it is part 
of worship. The only excep-
tions are for the sick, peo-
ple with knee problems, 
aged and those with in-
fants. If you can't kneel oc-
cupy a pew that does not 

obstruct the view of the Lord 
from those who do kneel.

16. Bow before receiving Holy Com-
munion, you are before God.

17. Say Amen and bow before receiv-
ing Communion. Do not drop the 
host, or play with it with your tongue 
or bite it. 

18. Do not leave early. We should stay 
to the end of the final blessing   and 
the recessional hymn that accom-
panies it, if there is one. Remember 
who left the Last Supper early (Ju-
das).

19. Pray after Mass, thanking God for 
His abundant blessings.

20. Leave quietly. We encourage you 
to visit others especially your pas-
tors as a part of Christian fellow-
ship, but once you are outside of 
the main sanctuary of the church so 
you won't disturb others who want 
to stay and pray.

Don't say' Thank God mass is over,' 
when you come out. You will sound 
as if you were forced to attend or as 
if it is a weekly punishment.
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Inspiration!

HAVING GROWN UP un-
der certain difficult situ-
ation, we learn a little 
bit more than just deal-
ing with things. We learn 
patience, the true defini-
tion of independence and 
how to safeguard it and 
the importance of being 
respectful. But that’s not 
all. Here’s what else we 
learn in the journey of life 
while growing up

Going through life as a 
journey, we experience 
and come across things 
which help us constant-

ly evolve as people. Mentioned 
below are some of the eye open-
ing realisations we all have in our 
life

You realise growing up has its 
negatives:
When you were younger, doing 
grown up things looked so much 
better than the things you were 
doing. Grown-ups slept when they 
wanted, ate what they wanted and 
bought what they wanted. Who 
wouldn’t want that, right? But now 
when you are grown up, the late 
nights we spent up make us ex-
hausted at work, the junk food we 
eat make us fat. Basically you re-
alise that it’s not fun at all. 

Everything is a learning experi-
ence:
Whether or not things go  your way, 
always take them for what they 
are and move on. We all waste so 
much time trying to fix things or 
make them better, that don’t need 
changing in the first place. Never 
stop learning and questioning be-
cause stagnant. But don’t obsess 
over nothing. 

You will disappoint someone:
The people you know are used 
to your old way of life. When your 
life changes, the things that are 
important to you aren’t the same 
as they used to be. Your friends 
may want to talk you out of your 
new choices and it might be hard 
to turn them down. But in order to 
move forward you will have to dis-
appoint some people who aren’t 
ready to accept that your life isn’t 
the way it used to be.  Remember, 
it’s okay to disappoint some peo-
ple, as long as you don’t let down 
yourself in the process.

You’ll have to stop listening to 
parents:
Telling your parents that you are 
just not going to agree with them 
about certain things especially re-
garding your lifestyle choices and 
that you are ready to deal with the 
consequences that might bring in 
your relationship is the worst and 
important part of growing up. This 

The Eye-opening Realisations 
About Life

is what helps you to be who you 
are. 

The only person you have to 
face in the morning is yourself:
When you’re younger, it feels 
like you have to please the entire 
world. You don’t. Do what makes 
you happy and create the life you 
want to live for yourself. You’ll see 
someone you truly love staring 
back at you every morning if you 
can do that. 

Everyone who doubts you will 
come back:
That kid who used to bully you will 
come asking for a job. The girl who 
didn’t want to date you will call you 
back once she sees where you’re 
headed. It always happens that 
way. Just focus on you, stay true 
to what you believe in and all the 
doubters will come asking for help. 

Nothing is permanent:
It’s as simple as that, nothing is 
permanent. A reality of life is that 
we all die, meaning we are not 
permanent. Similarly, pain is not 
permanent, issues, dramas and 
problems in your life are not per-
manent. They will get over with 
time. 

FEW OTHER POINTS TO 
CONSIDER

• Happiness is more im-
portant than perfection.

• You can’t change your 
parents.

• Success is a relative 
term.

• You will feel like you’re 
having an identity crisis. 

• Your dream doesn’t real-
ly matter to anyone else.

• The only goal you should 
have is to be happy.



18 23-29 July 2018 THE SECULAR CITIZEN

The success of BCS FOOTCOM 
over the past Ten years is glowing 
evident in front of us. BCS Footcom 
would not be what it is today as it 
has reached a stage where it has 
achieved an identity of its own in 
the perception of the Christian Com-
munity and this enables us to enjoy 
the support of so many likeminded 
Christian sportspersons in a spirit of 
transparency and trust.

BCS Footcom has grown to a point 
where much more support is needed 
with a willingness to assume respon-
sibility and to lead from the front. We 
need to take this movement forward 
and to build on its strengths. The 

Convener of BCS FOTCOM 2018 is 
once again Mr. Don Aguiar 

The Inter Parish Football Tournament 
– FOOTCOM 2018 – organized by the 
BOMBAY CATHOLIC SABHA (BCS) 
was flagged off on Saturday 9th June 
2018 at MSSA Grounds.

17 Parish Teams participated in this 
tournament which was played on a 
knock out basis. It was played on suc-
cessive Saturdays and Sundays up to 
the Semi Finals which was on Satur-
day 7 July 2018 at MSSA.

The semi - finalists were St Paul - 
Dadar East v/s St Andrews Bandra 
- St Andrews beat St Paul 1 : 0 and 
St John the Evangelists Marol v/s At 
Anthony Vakola.-  St Anthony beat St 
John the Evangelist 2 : 0 

The matches for the Finals and Third 
place or The Hardliners Cup was held 
at Coperage Colaba on 8th July 2018 
from 2 PM onwards where –

For the Hardliners Cup or third place 
- St Paul’s Dadar got a walk over as 
St John the Evangelists Marol did not 
come.

BCS FOOTCOM 2018 
Don Aguiar

For the Finals - St Andrews – Bandra 
BEAT St Anthony Vakola 4:2 vide pen-
alty kicks as they were tied 1:1 till the 
end of the match. - Jofa D’Souza (1) 
and Joseph Pires (2) scored for St 
Anthony Vakola and Leander Dhar-
mai (2), Ronak Killinger (1), Jonathan 
D’Souza (1) Roy Lewis (1) scored for 
St Andrews.

The tournament witnessed some mar-
velous save from the goalkeeper of St 
Anthony Vakola Shawn Gomes who 
was awarded the GOLDEN GLOVE 
AWARD and from the same team they 
had another striker Alviro Fernandes 
who not only defended well but also 
made some perfect passes to help his 
team reach the finals and was the top 
scorer in the tournament was award-
ed the GOLDEN BOOT AWARD. 

For the FIRST time a GIRLS Exhibition 
match was held between St Anthony 
– Malwani and Mount Carmel Bandra. 
Mount Carmels beat St Anthony Mal-
wani 1 : 0. The Exhibition match was 
held for the second successive year 
to organizing a parallel FOOTCOM for 
girls in the coming years.

The entire tournament went on very 
smoothly. We thank the participating 
teams for their sportsmanship and 
cooperation. We also thank our spon-
sors – Adel Education, Lawrence & 
Mayo, Citizen Credit Bank, Mr Jude 
Fernandes for the total prize money 
and the anonymous sponsors for the 
footballs, trophies and medals as well 
as the management of MSSA and Co-
perage Grounds for their support.

A lot of effort was put in by the con-
vener Mr. Don Aguiar for the success-
ful completion of FOOTCOM 2018 in 
spite of adverse weather conditions 
resulting in many difficulties and limi-
tations which at times all saw the tour-
nament as washed out due to very 
bad weather. But with the convener 
Mr Don Aguiar efforts, hard work and 
commitment he made the impossible 
possible and for that was appreciated 
by the sponsors, the teams and the 
BCS community at large.

6822. KUWAIT :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born 
in November 1982), Ht. 5’ 4”, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc. 
Post Graduate in Mumbai Univer-
sity, Teacher in Kuwait.  Contact 
email : pereiralucy2017@yahoo.
com  Tel: 00965-60402765 / 
9867308911

MATRIMONIAL
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6913. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in August 1987), 
Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion,   Edn.B.Com., working 
for Carnival Cruise Lines. Contact 
email : frankyfernandes1587@gmail.
com Or Mob.: 8108968804

6895. HONAVAR : Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in August 1981), Ht. 
5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. 5th Std., having own 
property business. Contact email 
: rosiehorta77@gmail.com Mob: 
7977361995
6906. ABUDHABI : Tamilian Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in July 
1988), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 67 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn.Bachelor in Busi-
ness Admin.,  working as a Customer 
Support. Contact email : dvdleena@
yahoo.co.in
6867. PUNE : Goan Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in April 1984), Ht. 5’ 
4“, Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatsih Complexion, 
Edn.MBA Finance, working For Bank. 
Contact email : adrian.aries@gmail.
com 
6865. MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Novem-
ber 1986), Ht. 5’ 4“, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn.B.Sc., working as 
a Senior Risk Operations Analyst in 
Finance Company. Contact email : 
ryberg07@hotmail.com
6864. DUBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee, (Born in 
December 1963), Ht. 5’ 6“, Wt. 75 
kgs, Wheatsih 
Complexion, Edn.Non SSC. working 
as a Driver in Well known Company. 
Well settled. Contact 971-50-3564608 
/  (MumbaI) 9869968917
6040. MUMBAI : Mangaloren Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
July 1983), Ht. 6’, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com + IATA working as a 
Manager for Emirates in Dubai Seeks 
a humble, godfearing, educated 
Mangalorean girl. Ht. above 5’ 5”, 
age below 28 years. Contact email : 
philomenanoronha60@gmail.com 
6113. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
August 1976), Ht. 6’, Wt. 80 kgs, 

Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
HSC., Dip. in A.C. Mechanic, working 
as a AC Technician in Muscat. Contact 
Email : suaresroshan@gmail.com 
6213.    MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in June 
1981), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. PGDRM, working as a Manager. 
Contact email : larson316@gmail.com 
6358. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
May 1974), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working as 
a Admin. Controller in DUBAI. Contact 
email : dsouzarobin25@gmail.com 
6393.    MUMBAI:  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in March 
1977), Ht. 5’ 6”, good looking XII Pass, 
presently working as Share Broker 
having own bungalow accommoda-
tion at Bandra Mumbai also getting 
good  regular monthly rent seeks 
a goodlooking RC Spinster. Contact  
email : pintolazarus2012@gmail.com  
6045. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  Janu-
ary 1980), Ht. 6’ 2”, Fair Complexion, 
Handsome, Edn. B.Com.,  & HTL 
Management, Working on Cruise Line 
as Supervisor, Seeks an educated, 
simple, Mangalorean girl above 5’ 5” 
Contact Email : marprop111@gmail.
com
6250.   MUMBAI :  East Indian 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
January 1974),  Ht.5’ 8”, Wt. 76 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion,  Edn. B.A., 
working as a Manager. Contact 
email : cardoz.clint@gmail.com OR 
9833563182
6353.  MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
December 1977), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 80 
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. HSC  + 
Dip. in Catering, working on cruis 
line in store department. Handsome, 
sober, having own house, seeks a  
simple, godfearing, working Man-
galorean girl. Currently in Mumbai 
contact immediately. Contact email 
:  lewisroyston@yahoo.com OR 
7208759704
6489  MUMBAI :  Roman Catholic 
bachelor,  (Born in  June 1988), Ht. 

Royal Christian Family MATRIMONIALS -  GROOMS
5’ 5”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. Graduate, working as a Front 
Office Clerk in DUBAI. Contact email 
: sam_sin88@hotmail.com 
6507.  MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor (Hearing 
Impaired) (Born in September 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 62  kgs, Fair  Complex-
ion, Edn. HSC., Dip. in Computer 
Hardware. Working as a Cashier.   
Contact email :  clifford9948@gmail.
com  OR 9920331773
6485.   MUMBAI: North Indian R.C. 
Bachelor, (Born in  October 1974), Ht. 
5’ 7”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn.  B.Com., working for 
an MNC in Mumbai as Back Office 
Executive. Contact email : awr88@
rediffmail.com 
6228.  MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor (Born in  
December 1972). Ht. 5’ 8”,  Wt. 65 
kgs., Wheatish  Complexion, Edn.  
S.S.C. A/C Tech. Course, working as 
a A/C. Technician in Voltas. Contact 
email :   lawrencedias321@
gmail.com  / Mob: 8291056939
6172.     MUMBAI :  Goan 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
February 1978), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 86 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. M.Com., 
Position : Financial Consultant. Seeks 
a alliance from RC graduate/pst grad-
uate spinster. Contact    
email: raceangelreb@yahoo.in 
6508.   MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor (Born in 
October 1986), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 80 
kgs, Fair  Complexion, Edn.  
B.E.. working as a Asst. Manager in 
German Company. Seeks a tall, well 
educated homely Mangalorean girl.  
Contact email : colind.3010@gmail.
com 

Registered members  can pub-
lish their ad in all the 50 issues in 
a year for Rs. 8000 only.
If you wish to publish your matri-
monial classified advertisement in 
all the 50 issues in a year, you can  
do so  for  an  amount  of Rs. 8000 
only. 
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Address your replies to : 
Regd. No. _________

ROyAl ChRistiAN FAmily,
99, Perin Nariman street,   1st Floor,  

Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

To Place Your Matrimonial 
Advertisement Call: 

+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103
* Check your email at least once a week.
* Members  are  requested  to inform us when 

they are settled, so  that  publication  of  
their details can be discontinued.

6917. MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born  
in October 1985), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 
65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.B.E. MBA, working as an En-
gineer. Contact email : delphinem-
pinto@gmail.com.
6889. USA : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in July 1987), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.E. (EXTC), 
Masters in  Engineering, working 
as a Process Engineer. Contact 
email: ophelia657@gmail.com
6788  MUMBAI :  East Indian 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born 
in May 1987), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 75 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Diploma in Industrial Electronics, 
BAMAC., Having own business. 
Contact email : info@icmtraining.
in  
6693.    MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
RC bachelor, (Born in  September 
1988), Ht. 6’, Wt. 85 kgs, Edn. 
Graduate Degree,  Me rchan t 
Navy Captain in U.K., working as 
a Merchant Navy Officer. Contact 
email : kennethlazrado@yahoo.
com.
6684.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC 
bachelor, (Born in  January 1969), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 60 kgs, Edn. High 
School, working as at Airport as 
Counter Staff. Contact email : 
danrox009@gmail.com.
6682.    MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
RC bachelor, (Born in  September 
1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 56 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. ITI, working as a 
HVAC & BMS Supervisor. Contact 
eamil : vincent.serra1@gmail.com.
6787  MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Au-

gust 1986), Ht. 6’ 1”, Wt. 80 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.   12th 
Std., born, broughtup, worked 
in Bahrain, currently settled and 
working in Mumbai. Contact email 
:  schinderfernandes1986@gmail.
com
6916. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Oc-
tober 1986), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 84 kgs, 
Fair  Complexion, Edn.B.E., work-
ing as an Engineer in the IT Indus-
try. working as an Engineer in Major 
MNC Company. Contact email : 
treasa542000@gmail.com

6198.  MUMBAI :  Man-
galorean Roman Catholic 
(Born in October 1969), Ht. 5’ 
10”, Edn. B.Com.,  good per-
sonality, hailing from God fear-
ing, cultured family, issueless, 
divorcee by mutual consent, 
working for Cruise Liner in 
U.S.A., as Security Supervi-
sor, well settled in Mumbai, 
Seeks suitable match. Con-
tact email  : dsouzamalcolm-
neil@ gmail.com.Phone/SMS 
09480157258.

6847. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
April 1973), Ht. 5’ 10“, Wt. 75 kgs, 
Tan Complexion,  Edn. SSC, 
Having own business. Contact 
Mob: 9833176215
6846. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
July 1985), Ht. 5’ 5“, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
as a Office Administrator. Contact 
email : kevinbr85@gmail.com

5996. MUMBAI : RC Bachelor 
(Born in November 1974) / 

5’8”, B.E., working in Senior 
position reputed IT firm. 
Seeks  alliance from R.C. 
spinster educated good fam-
ily background Pl. reply with 
photograph and details to 
keithcardozo@hotmail.com 
OR 9820338755

6708.    USA :  Mangalorean 
Handsome RC bachelor, (Born in  
October 1984), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 72 
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.  M.S., 
working as a Software Engineer. 
Seeks a good looking, fair Man-
galorean girl, working in America. 
Contact email :  rodrigues.gra-
cy61@gmail.com. 
6845. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Novem-
ber 1982), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 67 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., working 
as a Internet Manager. Contact 
email : dsilvaahimsa@gmail.com
6918. MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Widow, (Born in 
November 1953), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 58 
kgs, Wheatish  Complex-
ion, Edn.D.P.E., Well settled. Con-
tact email : louisn23@hotmail.com
6573.   VALSAD  : Goan / Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Bachelor, 
(Born in February 1986), Ht. 5’ 
5”, Wt. 68 kgs, Fair Complexion,  
Edn. B.E. Mechanical, working as 
a project engineer in Saudi Arabia 
seeks a well qulified girl from a  
good family background. Contact 
email : ian.roshan.dsouza@gmail.
com

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will be printed 
only with the consent of members. 

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:  
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or 

Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

Royal Christian Family MATRIMONIALS -  GROOMS

Please renew your 
subscription if expired. 

Mention your subscription 
no. while sending the 

renewal amount
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6919. MANGALORE : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in 
November 1987), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 60 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. M.Com., BCA., 
Working as a Bank Manager. Contact 
email : joemaxrebel@gmail.com
6804. COIMBATORE :  Anglo In-
dian Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born 
in October 1983), Ht. 5’, Wt. 68 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc 
IT, MIB, MBA., working as an Export 
backend operations and customer 
support operations. Contact email : 
patricia_melisa@yahoo.co.in
6802. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Widow, (Born in September 
1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.A., working as a Audi-
tor. Contact email : lemosmarina0@
gmail.com
6801. MUMBAI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in July 
1991), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Sc., Working. 
Contact email : monicathrt@gmail.
com

6795. ALLAHABAD :  Roman Cath-
olic Spinster, (Born in March 1978), Ht. 
5’, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. M.Com., Workaing for MNC. 
Contact email : sujata.josephine@
gmail.com
6635. MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in Janu-
ary 1990) Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn.M.Com., B.Ed., 
Teacher by profession. Contact email 
: judithds1901@gmail.com 
6633. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in July 1989), Ht. 5’ 
4”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.E., Computer Science, work-
ing for Foreign Bank. Contact email : 
mendonca17edward@gmail.com 
6825. MUMBAI :  East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in December 
1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
Graduate + Masters working as a HR. 

Contact email : shobhna_dsa@ymail.
com
6881. MUMBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  Septem-
ber 1990), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. MDS in Endodon-
tics, working, Seek alliance from well 
settled RC Bachelor upto 30 yrs. Kindly 
reply with full details & Photograph to 
email : virgo14_1990@hotmail.com
6341 MUMBAI : Protestant Christian 
spinster, (Born in  April 1985), Ht. 5’ 
1”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.A., B.Ed., Teacher by profession  
Seeks a groom from well settled, edu-
cated and good family background.  
Contact email : georgethomas1353@
yahoo.com
6836. CANADA :  Parents of RC 26 
years spinster, (Born in July 1991), Ht. 
5’ 4”, B.A., B.Ed., (Honours) teaching 
in Canada (Govt. Job) seeks alliance 
from well-educated Bachelor (Prefer-
ably settled in Canada) within 28 to 
32 years with good values, height 
between 5’ 5” to 6’ 2”. Please email to 
musicfan0323@gmail.com 

6755. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in  July 
1991), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. B.Sc., Nurse, work-
ing as a Nurse in U.K. Contact email : 
alm716349@gmail.com
6835. USA :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in February 
1986), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Phil/Ph.D., doing Doc-
toral Studies/Working. Contact email : 
sathi.monteiro@gmail.com
6834. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October 
1989), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. BBA/BMS, Profes-
sion : Make-up Artist. Contact email : 
hycintharemedios@gmail.com
6532 BANGALORE : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, Only Child, 

(Born in  December 1976), Ht. 5’ 2”, 
Wt. 58 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.A. Communication, working as an 
Assistant. Contact email : ashajob@
hotmail.com 
6812. MUMBAI :  East Indian 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
November 1980), Ht. 5’ 3”,  Wt. 48 
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. M.Com., 
LLB., Advocate by profession. Contact 
email : marthajd25@gmail.com
6748 MUMBAI :  Goan Roman Catho-
lic spinster, (Born in  March 1987), Ht. 
5’ 3”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Sc., with Dip. in Software Test-
ing, working as a Test Engineering 
Specialist at a MNC. Contact email : 
thomasdsouza18@gmail.com 
6890. MUMBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 
1985), Ht. 4’ 10”, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Graduate, work-
ing, Contact email : diniz_priyanka@
yahoo.com

6653 MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in July 1990), 
Ht. 5’ 2”, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.B.B.S., Doctor & pursuing M.D. 
Seeks M.D. / M.S., Doctors. Contact 
email : selwynhenriques13@gmail.
com
6901. DUBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in October 
1993), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 63 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com + IATA, Working 
as a Asst. Office Administor, Contact 
email : rishalalbuquerque@yahoo.
com
6871. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in January 
1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 56 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MA., Teacher by 
profession. Contact email : andreaan-
drade310@gmail.com

Royal Christian Family MATRIMONIALS -  BRIDES

To Place Your Matrimonial 
Advertisement Call: 

+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103
* Check your email at least once a week.
* Members  are  requested  to inform us when 

they are settled, so  that  publication  of  
their details can be discontinued.

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will be printed 
only with the consent of members. 

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:  
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or 

Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com
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6911. MUSCAT : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in Sep-
tember 1993), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 58 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., working in 
OMAN. Contact email : fjmasc@gmail.
com
6910. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in April 
1987), Ht. 5’, Wt. 57 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. MBA, working as a Busi-
ness and Client management. Contact 
email : reena.alva@gmail.com
6645. ABU DHABI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic Spinster from Mumbai 
(Born October 1992), Ht. 5’ 5” (166 
cms), 62 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
B. Com, MBA (Finance) U.K. working 
for a Bank in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates. Family U.A.E.  based for past 
25 years. Seeks a Professionally quali-
fied bachelor, below 30 years working 
or settled overseas / On Board with 
sober babits, good family values, from 
a respectful family. Contact email : 
leteciaprisca@gmail.com
6725. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  September 
1992), Ht.  5’ 9”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B. Pharma, MBA, 
working as a Sr. Analyst. Contact email 
: meenad@indoco.com 
6337. M.P. :  Protestant Christian 
Divorcee, (Born in  July 1980), Ht. 5’ 
3”, Wt. 52 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.E. (Computer Science), MBA 
(HR), working as a Senior Manager , 
MNC Mumbai. Seeks a match residing 
in Mumbai, having a decent qualifica-
tion and well settled. Contact email : 
estherjoseph@rediffmail.com 
6724. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 
1984), 5’ 4”, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Beautiful, Edn. M.Com., 
works for a retail Company in Dubai 
as Team Lead - HR Operation.  Con-
tact email : avenap@hotmail.com OR 
7506113313 
6908. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in July 
1992), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 53 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Pharm + PGPBA.,  
working as Sr. Executive in Pharma 
Packaging. Contact email : anaita.
lobo@gmail.com

6907. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in May 
1987), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
for American Bank as a Bank Teller. 
Contact email : carolp_1987@yahoo.
co.in

6665 MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
October 1986), Ht. 4’ 9”, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. 12th (HSC), 
Hair Dresser by profession. Seeks 
Mangalorean / Goan / East Indian 
Bacheor. Contact email: alcheck-
mate@gmail.com OR 9867292764  

6870. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in July 1974), 
Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Ed., Self employed. 
Contact email : caand.reb@gmail.com
6869. MANGALORE :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in De-
cember 1985), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 52 kgs, Fair 
Complexion,  Edn. B. Com.,pursuing 
MBA,  working as an Executive Asst. 
in BANGALORE. Contact email : wed-
dingvow85@gmail.com
6868. CANADA :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in January 
1992), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. Medium, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. M.A., HR Toronto 
and International Business Manage-
ment Toronto. Only U.S. and Candian 
Citizens from good family background 
apply. Contact email : sugarlog2009@
hotmail.com
6698. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Spinster, (Born in  July 1985), Ht. 4’ 
8”, Wt. 41 kgs., Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.A. History, working as an Executive. 
Contact email : sharmayne7@gmail.
com
6697. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  January 
1979), 5’ 2”, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. Graduate / PGDHM, working as 
a Administor. Contact email : jmjcapri-
con@rediffmail.com
6696. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster,   (Born in  Au-
gust 1991), 5’ 1”, Wt. 49 kgs, Fair, Edn. 
MBA - Finance,  working as a Finance 
Executive in DUBAI. Contact email : 
moraes.cheryl@gmail.com
6905. ABUDHABI : Mangalorean 
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99, Perin Nariman street,   1st Floor,  

Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in 
July  1989), Ht. 5’ 1”, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. Master in Commerce 
(Finance), working as a Secretary 
cum Accountant. Contact email : stef-
fifernandez798@gmail.com

6822. KUWAIT :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born 
in November 1982), Ht. 5’ 4”, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc. 
Post Graduate in Mumbai Univer-
sity, Teacher in Kuwait.  Contact 
email : pereiralucy2017@yahoo.
com  Tel: 00965-60402765 / 
9867308911

6706. MUMBAI : Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  February 1983), 5’ 
7”, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.A., working as an Accountant 
in BAHRAIN. Contact email : de-
nis_anthony@rediffmail.com 
6703. MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in  
November 1990), 5’ 3”, Wt. 56 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B. Tech., 
MBA, Working for MNC. Contact email 
: proposal2k16@gmail.com

6032 DUBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in April 
1976), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 41 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.A., 
working as a Secretary. Contact 
email : track_1976@ yahoo.com  
OR  9730454857 

6462. MUMBAI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in  Febru-
ary 1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 49 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. BMS., MMS (Mum. 
Uni.) working as a Data Analyst.  
Seeks well educated and working and 
setted abroad, preferably dubai. Girl 
willing to relocate any city in the world. 
Contact email : melwyn_dsilva@hot-
mail.com 
6300. GOA : Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  August 1982), Ht. 
5’, Wt. 55 kgs, Fair Complexion, good 
looking, Edn. SSC., self employed. 
Contact email : 4.saviola@gmail.
com
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Holy Spirit Prayer  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600
Other small prayers (upto 100 words)  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600
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THE SECULAR CITIzEN, 

99, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400001

Prayer to St. Expedite for solving a financial crisis
I call forth the Power and the pres-
ence of St. Expedite in my time of 
financial trouble. I offer my body, 
heart, mind and soul upon your al-
tar of light. I have faith and trust and 
complete confidence that you will 
be my strength in this time of need. 
Quickly come to my assistance.
 (State Your Petition)______________
My financial need is urgent. Be my 

Light and Guide in this situation so that I may live with 
peace, love, prosperity and abundance and in the 
Praise of God.
Amen. (Promise Publication)

—A Devotee from Bandra

Thanksgiving

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, loved, 
glorified & praised throughout the world now and 
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on 
us. Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy kingdom come. 
St. Jude worker of miracles pray for us. St. Jude 
helper of the hopeless pray for us. Amen, Say this 
prayer nine times a day for nine days. 
          —  Ms. Juliet, Panjim

Thanks to Sacred Heart 
of Jesus & St. Jude for 

the favours granted

May the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus be Adored, Glorified, 
Loved and  Praised through-
out the world. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus thy Kingdom come. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus have 

Thanksgiving

mercy on us. St. Jude the worker of miracles pray 
for us. St. Jude helper of the hopeless cases pray 
for us.
Say 9 times for 9 days.
Publish on receiving the request.                                                                                                

—Lilly Serrao, Delhi

Our deep heart felt thanks 
for Mother Teresa for her 
miracle on us and answer-
ing our humble prayers 

—D'Souza Family, Goa

“Holy Spirit, thou who makes me 
see everything and shows me the 
way to reach the ideal. You who 
gives me the divine gift to forgive 
and forget the wrong that is done 
to me and are in all instances in my 
life with me. I, in this short dialogue 
want to thank you and confirm from 
you once more that never want to be 
separated from you, no matter how 
great the material desire may be. I 
want to be with you and my loved 
ones in your perpetual glory. Amen”.

-- A Devotee

PrAyer TO THe HOly SPiriT

Thanksgiving
Thanks to St. Francis Xavier and 
St. Jude for the favours granted. 

Praying for more.

—Christopher, Mumbai
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Unfailing Prayer to St. Anthony
 O holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, 
your love for God and Charity for his crea-
tures, made you worthy, when on earth, 
to possess miraculous powers. Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were 
ever ready to speak for those in trouble 
or anxiety. Encouraged by this thought, I 
implore of you to obtain for me (request). 
The answer to my prayer may require a 
miracle, even so, you are the Saint of 
Miracles. O gentle and loving St. Anthony, 
whose heart was ever full of human sym-
pathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the Sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to 
be folded in your arms; and the gratitude 
of my heart will ever be yours.      

—Mrs Voilet F. Rodrigues, 
Mumbai

Thanksgiving


