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—Ivan Saldanha-Shet. M'luru.

A new lease of life for Konkani  
- March 18, Sunday, indeed a 
memorable day for the Konk-
ani language and people. The 

'Konkani Thesar'  the first ever Konkani 
Thesaurus,  compiled and  edited by a  
unique Jesuit scholar priest of Mangalu-
ru, Prashant Madtha SJ,  was launched 

at a simple  high profile event. It  con-
tains thousands of synonyms and ant-
onyms for about 5000 Konkani words, 
the third dictionary by Rev Prashant 
Madtha SJ., a columnist, a prolific writer 
in three languages- five books in Kanna-
da, 4 books in Konkani, one in English 
titled, ‘On Eagle’s Wings’, recounting 
the history of St Aloysius College.

The ancient and still dynamic language,  
Konkani reaches out from the 41 clans 
that have used and developed  it from 
time immemorial evolving from Prakrit 
ancient Sanskrit, now a modern version 
that has words incorporated unabash-
edly from many languages the world 
over. Signs are clear,  the Konkani's will 
not be overcome by alien influences that 
are becoming over powering, though 
Konkani has no script, it is written in 5 
scripts of other languages. Scholars that 
can be named in a long recitation have 
contributed much, and Rev Prashant 
Madtha is tall among them too.. this 
'Konkani Thesaurus' will serve to cater 
to and  develop the written and active 

forms of Konkani...not only just now....
but for future generations to come. It will 
help Konkani users in Mumbai and ev-
erywhere to have easy access to better 
words.

The author compiler of the 600 page 
volume, Rev Prashant Madtha,  a Jesuit 
of Karnataka, is a well known writer in 
both Konakani (with a pen name 'Valli 
Padraab') and Kannada, he is known for 

the many first ranks and gold medals 
in his postgraduate career, a Kannada 
professor and principal of well known 
colleges.  In spite of holding multiple re-
sponsibilities he has over the last many 
years put in additional 7 to 8 hours work 
for writing works of enduring need. He 
has bagged many awards and even 'In-
dia Today' acclaimed him as one of the 
50 pioneers of change in India, named 
him as the ‘wordsmith’, ‘Rogets of Kan-
nada’. Speaking on the occasion he 
made all present to literally hold their 
sides with laughter. Though externally 
stern, his words comforted all with the 
high end mirth...speaking in chaste 
Konkani, he said people have come to 
the event expecting a great elephant to 
deliver a great trophy (Gaja Prasava or 
'hestheche Balnter') but, see only a solid 
small volume. It reminds he said,  of the 
famous book which was mis-titled 'How 
to change your wife' instead of 'life'. He 
said to him it was an exhilarating  feeling 
like a mother's,  after delivering a baby, 
who even though cursed and cried lots 
earlier, later says  'Savira Kodu Shivane' - 

Lord give me  thousand more!  He said 
his thick volume of the earlier Konkani 
dictionary,  he was assured by many,  
was being used well...then, one day he 
saw the children in a class using it to 
stand on to reach the blackboard - that's 
how well books are often used. There is 
no need for a language to be 'Shudah' 
pure,  but it should be expressive and 
alive, with words from all sources and 
languages without shame.      

The book was officially unwrapped 
and released by St Joseph's Institu-
tions (Bengaluru) Rector Rev Antony 
Joseph SJ. Speaking after releasing 
the book, he gave a deeper meaning 
of languages and the unique method-
ology envisioned, formulated and used 
by Rev Madtha in arranging the book 
which will put even 'Rogets Thesaurus' 
in the shade.

The provincial Rev. Stany D'Souza SJ 
spoke extolling the sweetness of Konk-
ani and the contribution of Jesuits of 
Canara, and how the efforts of schol-
ars  like Rev Madtha have enriched it 
greatly.  

Dr. Anil Pinto, Registrarar, Christ Uni-
versity, Bangalore, made an indepth 
analysis and compared it to 'Roget's 
Thesaurus'.   In 2008, the  massive vol-
ume of Kannada synonyms and ant-
onyms, 'Padanidhi', a first of its kind in 
Kannada, was published, bringing Rev 
Madtha laurels. The method followed 
in this Konkani Thesaurus, is not in al-
phabetical order but conceptually ar-
ranged.

  The well known  Konkani writer, CGS 
Taccode (Cyril Sequeira) welcomed 
the august gathering and was Master 
of Ceremonies, the event which was 
short and sweet, generated laughter 
all around.   With a good attendance 
of  literati of Mangaluru and surround-
ings, a few came also from overseas.  
Rev.Daniel Fernandes SJ,  St.Joseph's 
college of Commerce, Bangalore who 
has published the book, was on hand.  
Many Jesuits, priests, nuns and people 
were present with joy on the occasion.

First 'Konkani Thesauraus' Published 
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Christ has risen -
Our Sins are Purged

By  Don Aguiar

Since the Garden of Eden, it has always been the Fathers desire to 
simply be our God, to talk with us and to commune with us.  But 
beginning with Adam, man just would not follow God’s instructions. 
When the children of God veered/ turn from His leadership and re-

quested judges, God complied/fulfill. He also gave them the Ten Command-
ments.

God knew that man could not satisfy all the requirements of the laws in the 
Old Testament. So of His Mercy and Love, He made provision to bless man-
kind through the acceptance of sacrifices. “Make an altar of earth for me and 
sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and 
goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored I will come 
to you and bless you (Exodus 20;24, NIV). Still, this was no fool proof method 
for obtaining righteousness. “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should takeaway sin” (Hebrews 10:4)

Under the Law, one had to fulfill every commandment - even to the last detail 
– in order to be righteous, and because of the nature of man, which he inher-
ited from Adam, this was IMPOSSIBLE. One might ask, “Why would God give 
man the Law if He knew it could not be fully obeyed?” God gave man the rules 
and the regulations of the Old Testament to make man aware of his sins and 
to show him that he desperately needed a savior.

God sends Jesus the savior – John 7;28: So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught 
in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from? But I have 
not come of my own accord: he who sent me is true, and him you do not 
know. John 29: I know him, for I come from him and he sent me”

Jesus was sent as the ultimate sin offering, the final and perfect sacrifice who 
was compassionate and forgiving and advised the people to - “Forgive any-
one who has caused you pain or harm. Keep in mind that forgiving is not for 
others. It is for you. Forgiving is not forgetting. It is remembering without an-

Advertisement. Tariff
Over all size 21.5 cms x 27cms    Print area  18 cms x 25.5 cms
Full pg. back Colour (19 cms x 24 cms)  Rs.  15,000
Center spread colour(39 cms x 23.5 cms  Rs.  15,000
Full pg. inside Cover colour(18 cms x 24 cms)  Rs.  10,000
Full pg. inner colour (18 cms x 24 cms)  Rs.  8,000
Half pg. Colour (18 cms x 12 cms)  Rs.  5,000

Full page B/W (18 cms x 24 cms)   Rs.  5,000
Half page B/W (18 cms x 12 cms)  Rs,  3,000

Small Size Ads B/W
12 x 12cms  Rs. 2400       6 x 24cms  Rs. 2400
 18 x 6cms  Rs. 1800         6 x 12cms  Rs. 1200

 6 x 6cms  Rs. 600

Matrimonial Classifieds: 
  Rs. 500 per insertion (for 35 words) (includes box no.)
  Rs. 3000 for 12 insertions. (1 year The Secular Citizen FREE)

THE SECULAR CITIZEN

(Contd.. on p. 4)

Contents
pg. 3 - Christ has risen ...

pg. 5 - Voice of the People

pg. 6 - Easter and its significance

pg. 7 - Why join the MEICOCAI

pg. 9 - 3 nails, 3 hours and 3 days

pg. 10 - Easter encapsulates ...

pg. 11 - Views on news

pg. 12 - Mary Magdalene's experi-

ence of the resurrection

pg. 13 - Meeting the challenge ...

pg. 14 - What will happen after 

death?

pg. 16 - Change is secular

pg. 17 - Inspiration!

pg. 18 - Book review

pg 19 - Matrimonials

pg. 23 - Jesus is calling...



4 2-8 April 2018 THE SECULAR CITIZEN

(Contd.. from p. 3)

ger. It frees up your power, heels your 
body, mind and spirit. Forgiveness 
opens up a pathway to a new place of 
peace where you can persist despite 
what has happened to you”.

Yet, even today most Christians are 
more conscious of their sins than of 
Jesus and their redemption. Sin-con-
sciousness gets in the way of the Fa-
ther’s desire to fellowship with us and 
gives Satan control of our lives, all 
because Christians do not fully realize 
what the scriptures are saying 

John 8; 34 Truly. Truly, I say to you, 
everyone who commits sin is a slave 
of sin. John 8:36 So if the Son (Jesus) 
makes you free, you will be free in-
deed.

Paul the Apostle declared that "Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures" (1 Cor-
inthians 15:3-4) Paul further asserted 
"And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied." (1Cor.15:17-19)

Romans 6:14 (NLT) says, “Sin is no 
longer your master, for you no longer 
live under the requirements of the law. 
Instead you live under the freedom of 
God’s grace. “Sin is like a prison. It 
dominates; rules and governs those 
who try to live according to the rules. 
The verse in Romans 6 is not describ-
ing the action of sinning, but rather, it 
speaks about dominion or control of 
sin. Consider this: if Christian sins, 
this does not mean he or she is no 
longer saved, because Believers are 
sealed forever and instantly in righ-

teousness the moment we receive Je-
sus as Lord.

What is more, God provided us rest 
from our sins by a new covenant 
through Jesus. “Let us, therefore, 
make every effort to enter that rest, 
so that no one will perish by follow-
ing their example of disobedience” 
(Hebrews 4:11, NIV). And what is the 
disobedience?  It is trying to obtain 
righteousness by keeping the law, 
which no one can fully keep.  When 
we receive Jesus, we become recipi-
ents of the dispensation/exemption 
(rayaat) of grace. This is a benefit of 
the new covenant, and to receive it, 
Believers are only required to believe 
God. Believe that our sins of the past, 
the present and the future have been 
purged/cleaned/washed and are con-
tinually forgiven by the ever flowing 
fountain of Jesus Blood. This is called 
obedience to the faith (Romans 1:5)

Upon believing, God promises to be 
your God, write His instructions upon 
your heart, put His new righteous laws 
in your mind, be merciful towards 
you, and to no longer remember any 
of your sins or iniquities. (Hebrews 
8:10-12). In this way, sin will no lon-
ger dominate you. In fact, God will 
remove evil desires from your heart – 
when you believe His promises!

After receiving Christ, if you do “miss 
the mark”, remain obedient to the 
faith by remembering God’s promise 
to be merciful. This opens the door for 
God to fulfill the other “I wills....” that 
He promises in Hebrews 8. God is 
now able to do for you what you have 
been unable to do for yourself: con-
quer the sin in your life! What power-
ful grace!  Grace, however, cannot be 
fully appreciated until you come to the 
end of your efforts. When you run out 
of things that you think you can do to 
save yourself, you become a prime 
candidate for grace. now you must 
trust God. And He is faithful to rush in 
and bless as promised.

Continue to remember that your sins 
have been purged. Let no condemna-
tion or guilt prevent you from being 
obedient to this faith. Right believing 

will lead you to right living, and this al-
lows God to keep showing up in your 
life, working all things for your good. 
Believer, from now and until you leave 
this earth; let your consciousness be 
sealed in knowing that you are the 
righteousness of God. 

Blessings of the Risen Lord upon you, 
may the sun always promise to shine, 
even though eventide may diffuse the 
horizon, as nightfall must descend in 
clockwork regularity. As we rejoice 
in His resurrection - Eat, drink, make 
merry: and in the time that intervenes 
between His resurrection and His 
birth, achieve yet more of His care 
and compassion that He carried off 
with such laconic passion.

May the Risen Lord be with you 
through all your endeavors - Shine 
bright forever - As He passed by this 
world, leaving love, light, laughter, 
wisdom and the marks of His unique 
compassion and sacrifice of redeem-
ing us for/from our sins to be the righ-
teousness of God as evidence of His 
passage. 

The Secular Citizen
Mail your articles, news, and 
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KEJRIVAL’S 
MAAPHINAAMAA
 
The Delhi chief Minister Mr. Kejrival 

is busy these days asking pardon of 
those he has accused of corruption 
in the past. There are such 33 defa-
mation cases in which he has asked 
for pardon from stalwarts like Union 
Ministers Nitin Gadkari and Jetley, 
Kapil sybal, Sheela Dixit etc. How sin-
cere is he in this exercise? He admits 
now that he did not check all the facts 
when accusing the individuals. Bur 
it is no secret that only because he 
has no time and money to fight these 
cases in the court he would like to get 
rid of them by asking pardon. Other-
wise he still believes that he has solid 
proofs against those guilty of corrup-
tion. I sincerely hope the concerned 
people forgive him and withdraw the 
cases. Kejrival is bringing about his-
toric change in Indian politics. The 
world at large is taking note of the 
wonders he is working in Delhi state.  
He needs opportunity to complete his 
experiment of ‘Pach saal Kejarival!’ 
Why some principled lawyers come 
forward to fight the cases free of cost? 
Why some wealthy people not come 
forward to finance such court trials? 
In fact some lawyers engaged by him 
have withdrawn their commitment 
midway!    

Kejrivalji has made many blunders, 
but in good faith. He is learning les-
sons from them. He should not go on 
accusing people right and left except 
when they directly come in the way of 
his duties as CM. Second lesson he 
should learn is that he should not take 
upon himself the total burden. The 
cases could be shared by other lead-
ers to defend. Even now if it is possi-
ble other AAP leaders could be taken 
as fellow accusers in the cases. Ide-
ally instead of Mafinaamaa the cases 

must be fought in the court and the 
accused be punished.

Any way this is the wish of a sin-
cere fan of Kejrival in his experiment 
in cleansing Indian politics and creat-
ing Bhrashtachar mukt Bharat!" 

—Fr. Michael G., Vasai.
(9326433487).

Bill Gates’ opinion 
about India

Here’s what the American busi-
ness magnate and philanthropist, Bill 
Gates has to say about India.

   India is the richest country in the 
world. But the funniest thing is that 
people fail to understand that they are 
like servants in their own country ow-
ing to which a farmer commits suicide 
cursing God for his misfortunes. The 
poor people in this country also fail 
to recognize the true culprits behind 
their poverty.

   The youth is unaware of the peo-
ple responsible for their unemploy-
ment.

   Do you gather punya by offering 
hairs to God?

   Does prosperity come to you by 
offering a coconut?

   In reality, hair and coconuts of-
fered to God make a big business for 
the temple priests.

   What does one achieve by of-
fering gold and silver ornaments to 
Gods? In fact, these are just auc-
tioned off by the temple priests.

   Instead of all these, one should 
---

   * Donate seeds to farmers so 
that they can grow more crops.

   * Try to help in a poor girl's mar-
riage.

   * Adopt an orphaned child so 
that his/her future may be secure.

   * Feed a hungry person.

   * Help a handicapped person.
   * Donate something to a village 

school library.
   * Donate money to an old age 

home or orphanage.
    Schools in several villages have 

no shelter but temples have marble 
floorings.  On the other hand, parents 
make a lot of queries when they are 
asked to donate Rs 200 to a school 
but donate in thousands to a temple 
without asking any questions.

   Will such a nation become a su-
perpower in real sense? The answer 
is No, because we call ourselves an 
agriculturist nation while our farmers 
commit suicides in almost every state 
of the country..  

—Jubel D’Cruz, Mumbai

Beware of Abortion!

Dr. Donna Harrison, executive di-
rector of the American Association of 
Prolife Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists confirmed that “abortion is never 
safe”! This was a firm rebuttal of a 
report published on 12 March 2018, 
claiming that the practice of abortion 
in the U.S.is a safe procedure – “The 
Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in 
the United States”.

However, Dr. Donna Harrison 
asked, “How is abortion ever safe for 
women? Is it free from risk and harm? 
Women need ‘affection and not abor-
tion’!  Abortion harms women in the 
short and long term”.

“First it can harm women physical-
ly by damaging their uterus through 
bleeding and infection. Later this 
causes them to have pre-term births. 
The psychological effects can be dev-
astating, through severe depression, 
substance abuse, and suicide.”

“Increased risk of ‘breast can-
cer’ is very real! So, U.S. State laws 
mandate that to conduct abortion, 
patients have to be notified about the 
risks of breast cancer! Also the use 
of ‘ultrasound’ is compulsory, so that 
pregnant females can hear their fetal 
heartbeats, and see their movements. 
This often dissuades them from pro-
ceeding with their abortion.”

(Contd.. on p. 6)
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According to the 2011 census of 
India, the sex ratio is 946 females to 
1,000 males, due to female feticide 
- (Kerala – 1084/1,000, and Hary-
ana – 879/1,000). So, to promote the 
health and sanctity of the womb, the 
Archdiocese of Mumbai celebrates 25 
March (Feast of the Annunciation) as 
Prolife Day! “Children are a heritage 
from the Lord; the fruit of the womb a 
reward” (Psalm 127:3).  

—Dr. Hazel Colaso, 
Bandra (W), Mumbai.

(Contd.. from p. 5)

The church cel-
ebrates and  
proclaims Eas-

ter, the day on which 
Christ resurrected from 
the dead as the great-
est event in church 
history. It is both a 
historical event and a matter of faith, 
and not a myth as in the mythology of 
some religions. Although science will 
find it difficult to endorse the belief of 
a dead man resurrecting to life, the 
4 gospel -writers testify to the empty 
tomb, the rolled back stone, the be-
wildered guards and the linen cloth 
and head band which were found 
in place inside the tomb. Peter and 
the 12 apostles were the primary wit-
nesses to the risen Lord. Jesus lived 
40 days on earth after his resurrec-
tion during which He appeared sev-
eral times to his disciples , not as a 
ghost but in flesh and blood. Later, a 
doubting Thomas testified to the ris-
en Christ only after Jesus appeared 
to him and showed him his hands 
and sides and asked him to put his 
fingers and believe. 

Unlike Christmas which is 
celebrated every year on 
December 25, Easter is 
a variable feast governed 
by the vernal equinox on 
March 21. Western Chris-
tians who follow the Gre-
gorian calendar celebrate 
Easter on the Sunday fol-
lowing the full moon after March 21. 

Eastern Chris-
tians observe 
Easter on some 
other day. The 
differing dates 
of Easter has be-
come a cause of 
concern for both 

churches and ecumenical leaders 
with a growing demand to celebrate 
Easter on the same day.

Easter is a day for rejoicing in the 
church because it gives us new life 
in the risen Lord  and re-instates us 
in the grace of God which was lost 
because of the sin of Adam. The 
church celebrates this new life by re-
nouncing Satan and his works with 
the lighting of candles , new fire and 
incense , while people rejoice with 
Easter eggs which also symbolizes 
new life. It is the resurrection of Jesus 
which constitutes Him as the Saviour 
and Lord of humanity . St Paul tells us 
how important the resurrection of Je-
sus is for Christianity , because with-
out the risen Christ , there would be 

no Christianity. Good Friday 
was not the last word about 
redemption , but Easter is the 
definitive and ongoing fact of 
our salvation. It was St Augus-
tine who coined the phrase” 
We are Easter Christians and 
Hallelujah is our song” .

A Happy Easter To All. 

Easter and its significance

By A. F. NAzARETH

“We are the Church 
of Hope!”

A special pre-synod meeting of 
youth took place on 19-24 March 
2018. It had drawn 300 representa-
tives from around the world to discuss 
key themes ahead of October’s Synod 
of Bishops - “Young People, Faith and 
Discernment of Vocation”!

A 22-year Chaldean Catholic refu-
gee in Australia, Angela Markas com-
mented: “To move forward, we need 
to be brave in addressing topics like, 
same-sex marriage, euthanasia, and 
the role of women’s empowerment! 

“We are a Church of hope! We are 
the witnesses of the Resurrection! So 
we have this surety, that this will all 
heal; but we need to work towards it. 
Pope Francis is so intimate, in that he 
always addresses the littleness and 
the smallness of the youth!”

Katie McGrady, a young wife and 
mother, who was chosen by the U.S. 
Bishop’s Conference, as one of the 
four delegates (all in their 20s) as-
serted, “There is an increase in drug 
abuse, harmful effects of mass media, 
and the impact of pornography! An-
other major concern was the growing 
number of young Americans who are 
not practicing their faith!”

“Young Catholics desire a faith-
ful and authentic accompaniment in 
order to live their faith, and to form a 
relationship with Christ! – A true com-
panionship, so as to respond through 
a one-to-one interaction with people 
of all faiths or no faith. ‘We are the 
Church, the ministry for strengthen-
ing the Body of Christ’!” (cf Ephesians 
4:1).

—Dr. Hazel Colaso, Bandra (W), 
Mumbai.
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 There are two types of business 
owners. Those that are continuously 
achieving and the others who rest on 
their laurels and call it a day whilst the 
machinery set in motion keeps run-
ning to a tune long forgotten. Some 
business owners might say their 
schedule is demanding enough at the 
moment, and the thought of adding 
one more activity to their busy calen-
dar is unbearable. There are others 
who we now call business startups 
whose aim is to marry with the first 
available angel investor who has an in 
law in the venture capitalist.

So why should they try to cram time 
into their already hectic schedules to 
join and actively participate in an en-
terprise that caters to their knowledge 
and awareness. MEICOCAI  initiates 
just that. Because being a member 
of the East Indian Chamber Of Com-
merce and Industry amply qualifies 
their presence amidst the elite eche-
lon and of those who are respected in 
the business of Trade and Commerce 
activities.

Being a designated member of 
MEICOCAI offers numerous ben-
efits and keeps business owners. 
small,medium and large on top of 
important, ever-changing issues and 
trends within their business speciality 
and the fast moving scenario within 
their category of trade, the business 
community and the local market-
place.

It is good to say that research points 
out that consumers and trade plat-
forms are more likely to do business 
with a company if it is a member of 
a chamber of commerce. MEICOCAI 
leverages the best possible verticals 
to harbor in the climate most suited 
for all such business activities.

When the world of commerce , both 
local - national and international and 
the trade with industry as a focus sub-

ject attached know that a business, 
any business is a member of a na-
tional chamber of commerce, they are 
more likely to think favorably of it and 
more likely to purchase goods or ser-
vices from the company in the future.

If you still don’t think you have time 
to join and participate in  MEICOCAI 
– the Mumbai East Indian Chamber 
Of Commerce And Industry your busi-
ness chamber of commerce then con-
sider the following:

Most business houses and singular 
entities think that being active in the 
local chamber of commerce is an ef-
fective business strategy,overall. It is 
more effective, though, for communi-
cating to consumers that a company 
uses good business practices and 
is more effective for communicating 
that a business is reputable and has 
the value given to it by the Appraisal 
Board of the chamber

If a company shows that it’s highly in-
volved in its local chamber (e.g., sits 
on the chamber board), the trading 
community is more likely to think that 
its products assemble better against 
the competition.

MEICOCAI also gives credence to 
the authorship of products made by a 
member of the chamber.

How does all that sound? If your busi-
ness is a restaurant or an East Indian 
curry masala partnership or an insur-
ance company, isn’t it fantastic to hear 
the news that consumers are more 
likely to choose your business over 
a competing, non-member business 
because you’re a member of your 
national chamber of commerce? Are 
you convinced yet that you should 
join your local community chamber if 
you aren’t a member already?

Increase your visibility in the commu-
nity. As a new member of the cham-

ber of commerce, you will be listed in 
the chamber newsletter, e-newsletter, 
on Facebook, whatsapp, twitter expo-
sure and have the opportunity to be 
highlighted in other chamber publica-
tions from time to time. You also can 
grow your business by advertising 
with the chamber in their newsletter 
in print or online and  subscribe to 
sponsoring events on a regular ba-
sis for products and services that are 
currant and useful to their marketing 
plan. The chamber may also promote 
your grand opening/ ribbon-cutting 
or an Udgathan ceremony and assist 
with any public relations efforts and 
involve in press notes and press con-
ferences.

MEICOCAI creates dialogue op-
portunities for business as a whole.. 
MEICOCAI has numerous commit-
tees and chosen to serve on one of 
them provides numerous networking 
opportunities as well as professional 
leadership development. You can 
build your business while promot-
ing developments of keen interest to 
local,national and global businesses 
and the community at large.

Gain a voice in government. MEICO-
CAI , the community’s business cham-
ber takes on tough issues that  often 
create continuous distortions in the 
working of rules and regulations  by 
regulatory bodies and opposes new 

Why Join the
Mumbai East Indian Chamber Of Commerce 

And Industry (MEICOCAI) Mumbai

(Contd.. on p. 8)
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regulations that create a hindrance in 
the business arena, high taxes,  ap-
plication fees, assessments and costs 
directed at small businesses. It also 
helps protect the principles of free en-
terprise and aids businesses in being 
treated fairly.

Make business contacts. The Cham-
ber’s most fundamental mission is to 
generate more business activity for 
the community. The Chamber initi-
ates more business-to-business com-
merce and more opportunities for 
networking and connecting local pro-
fessionals than is available through 
most other local organizations and 
reciprocal Chambers of Commerce 
within the Indian geography. Collabo-
rating with international offices of oth-
er country’s Chambers makes for an 
increased involvement within the am-
bit of fair trade practices and allows 
for a level playing field.

Receive chamber newsletters. News-
letters provide new member informa-
tion and profiles, interesting informa-
tion about operating a local business, 
mergers and acquisitions, collabora-
tions and funding platforms and  ar-
ticles about the local and national 
business community. A once a month 
index on a page for the activities of 
the Chamber stands in good stead 
whilst planning your business diary 
and  calendar and details about up-
and-coming chamber events, among 
other things and invitations to recip-
rocal business councils in the country 
and abroad.

Acquire customer referrals. Every day, 
the Chamber receives calls from indi-
viduals and businesses looking for 
potential vendors - buyers , sellers , 

and MEICOCAI typically recommend 
chamber members on the approved 
list to to become involved in such 
matters of give and take.

Chamber events and programs. 
Chamber events and programs pro-
vide members with great opportuni-
ties to get to know new people and 
expand their prospect base. Chamber 
events are innovative and social ways 
to help members meet potential cus-
tomers, clients and other like minded 
people who are affiliated as guests of 
other Chambers or are invited from 
special institutions of trade , com-
merce and industry.

Promotion and publicity. With a cham-
ber membership, you can reach po-
tential clients through member exclu-
sive advertising and opportunities for 
business-to-business advertising and 
publicity in their newsletter and the 
presence of digital.

Small businesses and medium enter-
prises represent the largest segment 
by number of membership. 

MEICOCAI has ample data to distrib-
ute to requests made by their autho-
rized members on all indexed busi-
nesses and services.

Research done by MEICOCAI in 2016 
indicates that chamber membership 
stimulates business-to-business com-
merce in the local, national and global 
community. Other businesses in the 
country are more likely to do business 
with you and your company if you are 
a member of MEICOCAI. Because a 
major part of a small business typical-
ly comes from business-to-business 
services, it is essential to maintain a 
positive standing within the local busi-
ness community. This is a special 
mention for those who are looking 
forward to becoming members of ME-
ICOCAI.

“But it takes time for a business to 
establish its image and reputation in 
the community”, says our Chairman, 
neil Creado. He says people like do-
ing business with companies they 
like and trust, but that trust must be 
earned.

“The more a firm is networked with its 
community, the quicker and easier it 
is to establish a trust bond with cus-
tomers,” says Brian Pereira, President 
of MEICOCAI.

 “MEICOCAI is a great place to net-
work and meet people who share 
a common interest in serving their 
country via trade and commerce 
and assisting their customers make 
the right choice,” says, Valencia Mis-
quitta, Irani – the only lady Director 
on board. Valencia is a partner in all 
things nice at Avion Hotels and other 
Misquitta Hospitality properties in In-
dia.

Chairman, neil Creado says all com-
panies face common opportuni-
ties and problems. He founded the 
chamber-sponsored “Chairman’s 
roundtable”  and found it to be quite 
valuable.“In these forums, we discuss 
your challenges and problems and 
find solutions" voices the Chairman 
. Ready to join your local chamber, 
if you aren’t already? Keep in mind, 
however, that you can’t just be a 
member of the local chamber to reap 
the benefits of chamber membership. 
Paying your annual dues just isn’t 
enough. You must also make an in-
vestment of time and effort in MEICO-
CAI’s activities and become involved. 
Simply put, what you get out of cham-
ber membership is directly relative to 
what you put in.

“If a firm or an individual business per-
former is to gain maximum value from 
his/her membership, it must be an 
active participation in chamber-spon-
sored events,” Rtn. Calwyn D’Abreo – 
Founder-MEICOCAI says. “Chambers 
plan events so that its members ben-
efit. Only by participation, can a firm 
get maximum benefit.”

—Natus Ad Maiora

(Contd.. from p. 7)
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It’s that time of year 
when well meaning 
people ask us what is 
good about Good Fri-
day, if it commemo-
rates the death of a great per-
son like Jesus. It is also when 
people will call up their Chris-
tian friends to wish them a 
Happy Good Friday. Good 
Friday, for those who don’t 
know, is probably another 
festival like Christmas, Diwali 
or Eid, and therefore warrants 
a festive celebration. 

On the other hand there are pious 
Christians who commemorate Good 
Friday by reflecting purely on the 
physical torment of Jesus. Some dear 
pastors will show their congregations 
the Mel Gibson movie “The Passion of 
Christ”. Among the Catholics, a pious 
devotion “The Stations of the Cross” 
recreates the various stages of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and death, the commen-
tary again focussing on the physical 
aspects of Jesus’ suffering.

Many non-Christians would wonder 
what was so unique about Jesus’ 
passion and death. It was after all 
just a matter of 3 nails that kept Je-
sus on the cross for 3 hours, and then 
he rose again after 3 days. What was 
so special about those 3 hours of suf-
fering? Terminally ill people suffer for 
years, without relief, something that 
the Supreme Court of India has re-
cently taken cognizance of. There are 
also millions of people in the course 
of human history that have suffered 
torture and persecution for various 
reasons.

Interestingly, when the women of 
Jerusalem were lamenting over his 
pain, this is what Jesus said to them, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me, weep rather for yourselves 
and for your children” (Lk 23:38). Je-

sus had sensed that these pi-
ous women were moved more 
by human emotions, rather 
than understanding the deep-
er mysteries that were about 
to unfold. This Good Friday 

we need to go beyond the merely 
physical to understand the 
deeper meaning of what 
Jesus was going through.

All physical pain is genu-
ine, and cannot be dis-
counted. But the unique-
ness of Jesus’ suffering 
was not the merely physi-
cal, or its quantity; but 
rather the quality of it. So 
what are the qualities of 
Jesus’ suffering? 

Firstly, it was voluntary. It was a con-
scious act. He could have avoided it 
if he chose to. “Let this cup pass over 
me”. If I am thirsty and there is no wa-
ter in sight, I have to bear with it. If, 
however, there is a glass of cool Roo-
hafza within reach and I say no, then 
the torture becomes unbearable. 

The second aspect of Jesus’ suffer-
ing was the high stakes involved. If 
Dinesh Kartik was practicing in the 
nets he wouldn’t have been unduly 
perturbed about how he played. How-
ever, when he had to score 5 runs of 
the last ball in the recently concluded 
tri-series in Sri Lanka, he knew that 
the stakes were really high, with the 
hopes of millions of fans resting on his 
shoulders. Christians believe in Je-
sus’ salvific suffering and its redemp-
tive value, for the sins of all mankind. 
So imagine the stakes involved and 
what was going through Jesus’ mind 
at that time. He had to go through 
with it to the very end of human en-
durance. It was only when he got the 
final signal from the Father that “Jesus 
knew that everything had now been 
completed” (Jn 19:28) and he made 
his total surrender “It is fulfilled” (Jn 
19:30). Jesus’ submission, obedience 
and annihilation were total. 

The third aspect of Jesus’ suffering is 
that he was innocent. What was hap-
pening to him was grossly unjust. That 
is why one of the thieves crucified with 
him said that they had got what they 
deserved, but “This man has done 

nothing wrong” (Lk 23:41). 
There are many other fac-
ets to Jesus’ suffering, like 
the denial by Peter, the be-
trayal by the people who 
just 5 days earlier had wel-
comed him into Jerusalem 
with palm branches saying 
“Hosanna to the son of Da-
vid”. It would take reams to 
explain.

I will instead touch on two of his seven 
utterances from the cross. For me the 
greatest statement, that reverberates 
over time is “Father, forgive them, they 
do not know what they are doing” (Lk 
23:34). It is easy to preach forgive-
ness, but not to practice it, especial-
ly in adversity. This is what Gladys 
Staines had learned from Jesus, and 
what she spontaneously expressed at 
the gruesome murder of her beloved 
husband and two little children.

The second is his concern for his wid-
owed mother Mary.  Seeing her at the 
foot of the cross he commends her to 
the care of one of his twelve apostles 
– John. To him he says “This is your 
mother” (Jn 19:27). In today’s selfish 
career driven world, where both chil-
dren and the elderly are abandoned, 
Jesus teaches us a lesson to care for 
the widows and elders. 

So Good Friday is not about 3 nails or 
3 hours of suffering. The Resurrection 
on the third day is the ultimate symbol 
of hope and victory over death, suffer-
ing and injustice. It settles all scores. 
That being so, it is perfectly in order 
to call this day not just a good Friday, 
but indeed the Best Friday!

* The writer is the former National President of 

the All India Catholic Union. 

3 Nails, 3 Hours & 3 Days

by chhotebhai *
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Easter celebrates the fulfilment 
of God’s plan of salvation 
that had His only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, ensuring 

the return of the Father’s human cre-
ation to Paradise, Good Friday paving 
the way! Paradise Lost [as a result of 
the sin of disobedience of our First 
Parents, Adam and Eve] was now 
Paradise Regained [as a result of the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ], the hope of justice and 
peace alive anew! Yet, if the 
joy of Easter is to envelop us 
fully, we need to understand 
and appreciate Easter from 
a historical perspective. Just 
as the Crucifixion and Death 
of Jesus isn’t a figment of 
the imagination, the Resur-
rection of Jesus which we 
celebrate at Easter is con-
crete history. 

Origins of Easter - It is often assumed 
that the word Easter comes from a pa-
gan figure called ‘Eastre’ (or Eostre) 
who was revered as the goddess of 

Spring or goddess of the East (from 
where the sun rises) by the Saxons 
of northern Europe, and honoured 
with a festival called Eastre during the 
spring equinox. Her insignia was the 
hare (a symbol of fertility), hence the 
Easter Bunny! The Lily, a flower that 
is in glorious bloom during Spring, is 
mentioned frequently throughout the 
Bible and serves as a beautiful re-
minder of the significance of Easter, 
its magnificent whiteness symbolizing 

as it does the purity of new 
birth.

Social implications - The ob-
scurity of the origins of Easter 
aside, the implications of its 
significance is what matters, 
the new birth it is associated 
with being the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ to life on the 
third day of his death. Inter-

estingly, the secular press is awash 
with reports about the renovation and 
upkeep of Jesus’ tomb! Why so if the 
Resurrection event was untrue his-
torically? Seen in the context of India, 

the Resurrection implies the certainty 
of an entry for the common man into 
Eternal bliss assured by the Saviour 
- hope that keeps one from giving in 
to despair when faced with excruciat-
ingly painful situations in life - an in-
curable illness, lack of employment, 
loss of life partner, and the like. 

The Peace of Paradise – There’s no 
gainsaying the fact that for peace to 
prevail truth and justice must be given 
their due. “Foolish” as we all are, we 
tend to miss the tree for the wood. “So 
slow to believe the full message of the 
prophets” (Luke 24:25), we tend to 
overlook the fact that we “enter into 
his glory” (Luke 24:26) not merely by 
suffering with him but by upholding 
the right to truth, ‘truth’ itself being 
the Son of God whom Pilate mind-
lessly put to death. Indeed, with the 
fostering of justice comes so to say 
the right to celebrate Easter. When we 
remain silent in a situation that calls 
for exposing the wrong and speaking 
out in favour of the right, we forfeit the 
very right to the joys of Paradise. As 
the famed American preacher of the 
19th century, William Ellery Chan-
ning says, “The fewer the voices on 
the side of the truth, the more distinct 
and strong must be your own.” Thus, 
when we remain indifferent and silent, 
we empower the unjust, bolster the 
false pride and ego that imagines that 
happy days come with doing exactly 
what is the opposite of truth. In the 
bargain, we deprive ourselves of the 
joy that comes with filling the empti-
ness of our lives with peace springing 
forth from the empty tomb that yield-
ed the Truth, the risen Jesus, the Lord 
of peace eternal! Alleluia!

Easter Encapsulates 
The Resurrection Of 

Jesus Christ

by Ladislaus L 
D’Souza

Thanksgiving

Thanks to Divine Mercy, Our Lady of Vailankani, Our 
Lady of perpectual Succor and St. Anthony

—A Devotee
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Maya[wati] floors 
arrogance

The decision of Behenji Mayawati 
of BSP to support the SP candidates 
in Gorakpur and Phulpur [in UP] was 
a master stroke and credit must go to 
the persuasive skills of the SP chief 
Akilesh who is endowed with PR skills. 
For two sworn and bitter political en-
emies to come together is significant. 
This should galvanize the opposition 
towards unity for the 2019 general elec-
tions to make a fight of it.

The stunning results of the by-elec-
tions in UP in particular and Bihar as 
well, coming close on the heels of the 
results in Rajasthan, have jolted the 
entire BJP hierarchy so badly that they 
do not really know how to react. With 
brave face they say ‘We respect peo-
ple’s verdict’. Do they have a choice? 
This development sends a very strong 
message from the Hindi belt to the BJP 
- Govern and do not to link everything 
to religion, beef, dress codes and na-
tionalism. Let the Holy man do his job 
which he has opted for leaving the 
politicians to govern. Yogiji was better 
looking after cows and attending Par-
liament. Looking after cows and the 
people is not the same thing. Cows in 
gau-shalas, suffering from malnutrition, 
cannot complain as they have no vot-
ing rights. People have and they have 
exercised their right wisely and deci-
sively because they were neglected. 
Yogiji cannot blame the party workers.

Shyamcharan Gupta MP from Al-
lahabad has directly hit out at the CM 
saying the leadership is responsible. 
Arrogance, pride and hatred towards 
one community never go unpunished. 
There was too much of over-confi-
dence. Never underestimate your op-
ponent. This is a wake-up call for the 
entire BJP leadership which has be-
littled the opposition and their leaders. 
Your stature does not go up when you 
look down on somebody. When you 
over-criticize the opposition, actually 
you are betraying yourself. It gives an 
impression that you are actually ner-
vous. It is time to put on your thinking 
cap and find out why your tally in Par-
liament has gone down steadily losing 
by-poll after by-poll.

The BJP with RSS together lost their 
way. Undue emphasis was placed on 
saffronization in the name of national-
ism. Everybody was put to test and the 
onus of proving ones patriotism was on 

people especially the minorities. Sensi-
tive issues like vande mataram, surya 
namaskar, over emphasis on yoga etc 
did not go well with the people. Failure 
to rope in fringe elements was seen as 
a covert way of encouraging them. They 
went about being moral police with Ro-
meo squads, chasing meat traders in the 
name of cow protection and even lynch-
ing the suspects became rampant. You 
want to control the people and decide 
what they eat, what they wear, whether 
they should drink or dance.

With the UP results, the 2019 general 
elections will not be a one-sided affair. 
The big brother attitude has cost the BJP 
its allies – latest being TDP. The Akalis 
are unhappy. Shiv Sena in Mahashtra is 
the next on the list. Soon BJP will be left 
alone and with dissenting voices like in 
UP, the future does not augur well. Some 
desperate measures may be adopted to 
win back popular support. It is time Na-
rendra Modi wakes up and smells the 
coffee and stops behaving like a per-
manent tenant of 7 Lok Kalyan [Public 
Welfare] Marg. By changing the name 
of the road from Race Course to Lok 
Kalyan public welfare is not ensured. 
You still have to deliver. You are a pow-
erful orator – no doubt. People love your 
one-liners ridiculing the UPA and the 
Gandhis at every political rally. They get 
highly entertained but not fooled. Your 
tone has to be subdued. Come out of 
denial mode, respect opposition leaders 
and admit failures / shortcomings. Tell 
other BJP leaders and party spokesper-
sons to shun arrogance and show hu-
mility and grace on national TV debates. 
By the way, one extra Rajya Sabha seat 
in UP does not reflect the power of the 
people. It could, at best, reflect money 
power. 

*****

Egos v/s unity
The political tsunami triggered by the 

UP and Bihar by-elections results has 
suddenly opened vistas for a real op-
position unity to take on the mighty BJP 
and its allies [if any left, by then]. Most 
parties were decimated in 2014 but 
this new development [thanks to May-
awati] has invigorated them. Suddenly, 
everybody thinks it is possible to forge 
a united front and challenge the ruling 
combine. There is public dissatisfaction 
which manifested in the stunning defeat 

of the BJP candidates on the home turfs 
of UP CM and Dy CM. It is time the frag-
mented opposition sees this as a God 
sent opportunity and work diligently to 
arrive at a common ground. With not a 
single powerful leader in sight, the task 
of finding someone acceptable to all is 
going to be a Herculean task. The re-
gional leaders are powerful in their own 
States but none of them possess the 
stature to match that of narendra Modi. 
It is impossible to match his charisma. 
You need to settle for the next best by 
agreeing on someone who can enjoy 
people’s confidence. Rahul Gandhi 
must stop believing that he is a PM ma-
terial which he is not. There are many 
second rung leaders in West Bengal, 
Telangana, UP, Andhra Pradesh, Odi-
sha etc but egos will come into play. 
All will want to be projected as PM-in-
waiting. This could jeopardize the unity 
efforts.

That will be a litmus test for oppo-
sition unity. As I said in the last pub-
lished piece, it is necessary for the 
nCP to merge with the Congress and 
that should not be difficult since Sha-
rad Pawar was a tall leader in that party 
earlier. That will also boost the status 
of the Congress with their candidates 
in UP losing deposits. Pawar is a very 
powerful and administratively capable 
leader with a mass following of his own. 
He is capable of challenging narendra 
Modi. Being in politics for over half a 
century, regional parties should not 
find it hard to accept his leadership. He 
may not be the best. Or simply fight the 
elections without naming any PM can-
didate. A dark horse [a La Deve Gowda 
or I.K.Gujral] could emerge at the right 
time if you manage to get a major-
ity which is a Herculean task. So why 
get disunited in advance? Opposition 
leaders should show the same grace 
and maturity as Mayawati in national 
interest. The BJP can still win but their 
tally could come down. But if you fight 
separately it will split opposition votes 
to benefit the ruling party to maintain its 
tally or even surpass it.

VIEWS on NEWS                                                             

by Marshall  Sequeira
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Mary Magdalene witnessed the suf-
fering of Jesus as the very source of 
mercy; the sight of his courage be-
came a statement set as an example; 
his power was burnished in weak-
ness. She was touched by every 
word, every action, every image of 
love and forgiveness her Lord radiat-
ed. This Mary of Magdala was to the 
epitome among the women followers 
who Jesus entrusted with the news of 
his resurrection.

Only the women from Galilee who 
had come to Jerusalem with Jesus 
remained there in every step of his 
passion; at the foot of the Cross, 
never afraid, but having the grace 
of staying in the front without tak-
ing flight. Only the youngest apostle 
John was the exception, he stayed 
and witnessed.

Mary Magdalene became the first 
woman mandated by God to be a 
special observer of the risen Christ; 
the first woman Jesus appeared to 
and spoke to (Jn.20:11-18); the first 
to receive the message to carry news 
of the resurrection to the apostles 
and disciples; the first woman to tell 
the Lord’s Mother of her Son’s victory 
over death.

It all began between the dark and 
daybreak; mysteriously sometime 
during dawn and sunrise. The cool, 
fresh air of the morning was kissed 
by the swirling dust, so fine 
you could see it, not feel it.

This was the place of the 
sepulcher carved out of 
the massive rock-wall. The 
body of Christ had been 
laid in the tomb two days 
ago. Jesus of Nazareth 
died and was put to rest in 
the vault here in Jerusalem, the city of 
King David. The silence of the night 
was suddenly pierced by the chirping 
of a bird hidden among wild plants 
jutting out of the dry rocks.

That particular morning Mary Mag-
dalene had got up long before day-
light could slip over the darkness. 
There was no way for her to know 

the hour. It was a time when the night 
mist cleared and revealed the rugged 
landscape in all its rugged beauty.

The third day had arrived. Mary’s 
heart and pulse was racing with an-
ticipation, not knowing what to ex-
pect. Her long dark hair was dishev-
eled; her face flushed with anxiety, 
hope and fear. The other women were 
slowly getting up with the same inten-
tions to visit the tomb, only they were 
preparing to take spices.

Mary Magdalene ran ahead of them. 
She was breathless and per-
spiring, not wanting to miss 
any part of the experience. 
She tripped once, almost 
fell, but was strong and con-
fident to keep her balance 
as she raced on the dirt path 
of broken stones and sand. 
The sandals on her feet were 
sticking to her soles and in-

step, wet with the possibility of falling 
off. The air was turning hot. But noth-
ing mattered to her. Mary rushed with 
only one thought in mind, was her 
Master’s body safe in the sepulcher.

Just forty feet from where she stopped, 
petrified, on seeing the tombstone 
rolled away and the entrance open. 
He was not there, the burial cloth and 

the napkin which had covered his 
face was still there on the stone slab. 
Mary’s trust and belief in Jesus was 
to become a chapter of remarkable 
importance for all ages. She recalled 
the words of Jesus, that he would re-
build the temple in three days. Even 
at that time she knew what Christ had 
meant, that his body was the temple 
and his resurrection a truth disclosed.

Overwhelmed with ecstasy Mary 
Magdalene stood on the threshold of 
the crypt, with the words of the Mas-
ter echoing in her head: ”I am able 
to destroy the temple of God, and to 
build it in three days”.

Mary was the first woman witness to 
see the empty tomb. She was the first 
to see the burial cloth and the care-
fully folded napkin that had covered 
the face of Jesus, and all this before 
the other women arrived.

Then Jesus appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene. He gave her the commis-
sion to be the messenger of his res-
urrection. He instructed her to inform 
the others: ‘Say to them I will soon 
ascend to my Father and to your Fa-
ther, to my God and to your God.”

In Christianity this was the moment of 
truth, the proof and highlight of belief, 
the living word was fulfilled – there 
will never be better news.

Dawn had silently slipped away and 
the sun rose in all its shimmering maj-
esty as if to let the whole world know 
that his creator had conquered death 
and was ALIVE.

Mary Magdalene put her head to rest 
on Mother Mary’s lap. And all her 
tiredness vanished.

Mary Magdalene’s 
Experience Of The 

Resurrection

By  MELvyN BROWN
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What is communalism that 
we hear about in the 
media ?  Do we care to 
understand ? How do 

we face up to this challenge of com-
munalism which is threatening to tear 
apart this country ? Does it have any 
impact on us in the first place ? Well, 
those who felt it does, attended 
the 'Interactive' meeting, ‘The Chal-
lenge of Communalism & The Way 
Forward” organized by the Malad-
Orlem unit of the Bombay Catholic 
Sabha, on the 4th of February 2018 
at the Nihar Hall.  It was heartening 
to see people of other communities 
also present at this meeting. 

The renowned social activist, Prof.
(Dr.) Ram Puniyani, the keynote 
speaker gave us an insight into what 
communalism is and how it is affect-
ing the unity of the democratic set-
up in our country.  He took us down 
through history - the 1857 uprising 
when people of all communities Hin-
dus, Muslims, etc. got together to 
fight the British.  And it is at that time, 
Prof. Puniyani explains, the British 
understood the ‘power of unity’ and 
if they were to retain their hold over 
India, they would had to resort to 
the ‘divide & rule’ policy. 

Prof. Puniyani also touched upon 
other related issues like religious con-
versions in our country, the Godhra 
riots, Babri Masjid demolition. About 
how religion is being used to create 
communal tensions in society and 
how people will go to any extent in 
order to gain power.

Prof.  Puniyani also fielded questions 
from the audience and we must ac-
cept, he has a wealth of knowledge 
and a really great memory. 

As things stand today, this ideology 
of communalism is reaching dan-
gerous proportions and  its time we 
gauge the seriousness of the situa-
tion and do something about it.

One of the steps suggested by 

Prof. Puniyani was, conducting 
workshops at various places to 
sensitize the people of the chal-
lenges we are facing on account of 
communalism.  He expressed his 
willingness to be part of such work-
shops. He also suggested setting 
up of ‘Peace Centres’ all over Mum-
bai and India, which would certainly 
go a long way in maintaining peace 
& harmony among different com-
munities in our localities.

Some of the  immediate plan of ac-
tion suggested :

1. One day workshop  to understand 
various issues and concerns at Or-
lem, with resource persons  like Dr. 
Ram Puniyani, Teesta Setalvad,  Ir-
fan Engineer.

2. To lead delegations to all secular 
political parties to be united in or-
der to defeat the communal forces.

3. In order to understand what’s hap-
pening in the country, it is impor-
tant to view alternative news chan-
nels like The Wire, Sabrang.org, 
Alt news portal, and make an in-
formed judgement.

4. Identify around 50 public spirited  
citizens from all communities in  
Orlem, to work out the future strat-
egies.

5. Setting up of Peace Centres in  Or-
lem, comprising all communities.

6. Regular ongoing  educational pro-
grammes on Hindutva (which is 
nothing but politics based on reli-
gion), Constitution etc.

7. networking with like minded mem-
bers of  other communities, cel-
ebrating each other's festivals etc.

8. Organise such meetings all over 
Mumbai.  

Dolphy D’Souza, Convenor, Police 
Reforms Watch, also expressed his 
views.  He also spoke about the 
need to wake up from our slumber 
and ‘take the bull by the horns’ in 
order to preserve democracy in our 
country.  Fr. Oniel Rodrigues the spiri-
tual director of the Bombay Catholic 
Sabha welcomed the people and 
thanked Prof. Puniyani for giving us 
his valuable time.  At the close of the 
session, Fr. Gilbert De Lima our par-
ish priest, thanked Prof. Puniyani & 
the Bombay Catholic Sabha for or-
ganizing this meeting and assured 
them of his whole hearted help and 
support in all their initiatives.

Melville X. D’Souza
(on behalf of the Bombay Catholic 

Sabha - Orlem unit)

Meeting the Challenge of Communalism



14 2-8 April 2018 THE SECULAR CITIZEN

Subscriptions for 
  

Renewal as well as New, can be 
sent through Bank Fund Transfer to any 
one of the following banks:

Bank: HDFC Bank
Branch : CST - Mumbai vT
Account Name: The Secular Citizen
Current Account No. 03552000006744
ISFC code: HDFC0000355
or
Bank: Citizen Credit Co-op Bank Ltd.,
Branch : Colaba, Mumbai
Account Name: The Secular Citizen 
CurentAccountNo. 2090031000000489
ISFC code: CCBL0209003

Please inform us through email: secular@
vsnl.com or through phone: 9820485389   
after transferring the same.

I was coming from Secunderabad 
in a second class compartment 
of Ahmedabad bound train. 
When I got up in the morning af-

ter a sound sleep, I started reading 
from the Bible according to my usual 
custom. People reading a book has 
become a rare sight in the train. In 
fact I was the only person reading 
book in my compartment. 
Then, I realized that some 
co-passengers were watch-
ing me. After closing my 
Bible I was in a meditative 
mood enjoying the scener-
ies outside from my window 
seat. Trees, creepers and 
other plants were running 
at break neck speed in the 
opposite direction of my su-
per fast train.

Then, a young man sitting next to me 
asked, “Sir, Is the book which you 
were reading is the Bible? I saw you 
reading it yesterday too before you 
went to sleep. Are you a Christian?”
  
“Yes. I am a Christian. The book 
which I was reading is the New Testa-
ment of the Bible”. I gave a short re-
sponse to my co-passenger as I was 
not in a mood to talk as I was ponder-
ing the Gospel passage.

But my young friend must have felt 
encouraged by my short, clear an-
swer to his question. So he asked me 
again, “Can I ask you a question?”

“Yes, you may ask. What is your 
name?”

“My name is Ramakrishna Reddy. 

I am an Engineer working in a com-
pany at Jamnagar. I would like to ask 
you, what happens after death?”

I was reading my Gospel book in Gu-
jarati. But our conversation so far was 
in Hindi. But I felt that to give a satis-
factory answer to my young friend’s 

question my knowledge of Hin-
di is inadequate. “Mr. Reddy, 
you are an Engineer. So you 
may know English. My Hindi is 
not powerful enough to answer 
your question about what hap-
pened after life. So is it okay 
with you if I speak in English?

“Yes, Okay Sir. What is your 
name?”

“My name is Fr. Varghese Paul.”

“So you are a Priest?”

“Yes, I am a Christian Priest. Among 
Catholic Christians there is a Religious 
Order (group) called Society of Jesus’ 
and I am its member. Thus after giv-
ing a short introduction about myself I 
told Ramakrishna that in Catholic reli-
gion according to the Bible we believe 
in a new life after death. 

In our creed we Christians accept and 
proclaim that, “I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come”. So for us Chris-
tian’s life does not end with death but 
life is only changed into an everlasting 
life. We Christians believe in three dif-
ferent stages of life.

The first stage is the life on earth. We 
are all travelers in this life trying to 

lead a good life, combating our evil 
tendencies and the evil. The second 
stage is that of saints who have led a 
good life on earth and have attained 
salvation or heaven or eternal life 
enjoying the company of the Risen 
Lord Jesus. The third stage is called 
purgatory. It is a stage of spiritual 
cleansing after death before entering 
heaven. Purgatory is for people who 
have not done any deadly sin or have 
repented of their deadly sin; still they 
have died without being completely 
atoned for the offenses they have 
committed against God and fellow 
men. 

Then, the Christians believe that 
these souls in purgatory cannot help 
themselves but the Christians on 
earth can help them through their 
prayers, sacrifices and good works 
on their behalf. 
In other words, we Christians believe 
in new, changed new life after death. 
So we have great respect for death 
and we show it by taking care of 
their tombs. We pray daily for them; 
we sacrifices and do good works on 
their behalf. 

For instance, we read the biblical 
book of Maccabees, “They begged 
him that this sin might be completely 

by Fr. Varghese 
Paul, SJ

What Will Happen 
after Death?

(Contd.. on p. 15)
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blotted out. Then, Judas, that great 
man, urged the people to keep away 
from sin, because they had seen for 
themselves what had happened to 
those men who had sinned. He also 
took up a collection from all his men, 
totaling about two kilo-grammes of 
silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to pro-
vide for sin-offering. Judas did this 
noble thing because he believed in 
the resurrection of the dead. If he had 
not believed that the dead would be 
raised, it would have been foolish and 
useless to pray for them. In his firm 
and devout conviction that all God’s 
faithful people would receive a won-
derful reward, Judas made provision 
for a sin-offering to set free from their 
sin those  who had died” (2 Macca-
bees 12: 42-45).
I did not have the Bible with me to 
read the above passage to Ramak-
rishna. So I told him that I have a small 
booklet, “What Does Jesus Mean to 
You and Me?”  The story of Jesus’ 
death on the Cross and his glorious 
Resurrection on the third day will give 
you a fair idea of Christian belief in life 
after death. I have the booklet in Hindi 
and in English. 

From my bag I took out one copy 
each of the booklet.
Ramakrishna took the booklet in Eng-
lish. A third fellow passenger, who 
was keenly listening to our conversa-
tion, took the Hindi booklet from me. 
Some other passengers too wanted 
the booklet on Jesus. But unfortu-
nately I did not have any more copies.
Bible in the new Testament clearly 
speaks about life after death. Once 
the Sadducees who did not believe in 
the life after death asked a question 
to Jesus about resurrection. They told 
Jesus the story of seven men who one 
after another married a woman and 
died without leaving any child and fi-
nally the woman too died. now, they 
put the question to Jesus:  “when they 
all rise again, whose wife she will be 
as all seven had married her? “

“Jesus answered them, How wrong 
you are! It is because you don’t know 
the Scripture or God’s power. For, 
when the dead rise to life, they will be 

like the angels in heaven and will not 
marry.   now, as for the dead rising to 
life: haven’t you ever read what God 
has told you? He said, ‘I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ He is the God of living, 
not of the dead” (Mt 22: 29-32). 

In another instance Jesus speaks 
about Resurrection when Jesus meets 
his friend Lazarus’ sisters Martha 
and Mary. Both the sisters believed 
in the resurrection after death. After 
the death of his friend Lazarus Jesus 
reaches the house of the two sisters. 
Then, Martha complains to Jesus, “If 
you had been here, Lord, my brother 
would not have died”. Then she ac-
knowledges before Jesus, “I know 
that he will rise to life on the last day”.
“Jesus said to her. ‘I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Whoever believes in 
me will live, even though he dies’.

“Then Jesus went to the tomb of Laza-
rus. Jesus called out in a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’

“The dead man came out wrapped in 
grave clothes. ‘Untie him and let him 
go’, Jesus said” (see John 11: 1-44). 

(Contd.. from p. 14)   A disciple of Jesus, who proclaimed 
Jesus’ life and message far and wide, 
Paul writes in his letter to the Romans 
explaining the life after death to the 
new Christians, “For surely you know 
that when we were baptized into union 
with Christ Jesus, we were baptized 
into union with his death. By our bap-
tism, then, we were buried with him 
and shared his death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from death 
by the glorious power of the Father, 
so also we might live  a new life” (see 
Rom 6: 3-4).  

Christians believe that they will re-
ceive reward after death according to 
their life on earth. In the last judgment 
the people living sinfully will get eter-
nal damnation and the good people 
will receive eternal life with Jesus. 
(see Mt 25: 31-46). 

Finally, let me end this essay with a 
quote about death from a famous 
Spanish poet and writer, Federico 
Garcia Lorca, “Everywhere else death 
is an end. Death comes and life flies 
away. But in Spain the dead are more 
alive than the dead of any other coun-
try in the world”. This quote is seen 
as a reflection of Christians’ belief and 
culture in the life after death.

Prayer & Thanksgiving 
Prayer to the Sacred Heart

 Oh Lord Jesus Christ, to your most Sacred 
Heart I confide this intention (your request). 
Only look upon me, then do what your love in-
spires. Let your Sacred Heart decide ... I count 
on you ... I trust in you ...I throw myself on your 
mercy. Lord Jesus, you will not fail me.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in you.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe in your love 
for me.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, your kingdom come.

 Sacred Heart of Jesus, I have asked you for 
many favors, but I earnestly implore this one. 

Take it, place it in your open Heart. When the Eternal Father looks upon 
it, he will see it covered with your Precious Blood. It will be no longer 
my prayer, but yours, Jesus. Sacred Heart of Jesus. I place all my trust 
in you, Let me not be disappointed. Amen.

–A Devotee
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-Ivan Saldanha-Shet.M'lore.

Change is not welcomed by all peo-
ple.......positive change is the result of 
fore thought and planning.  Though 
change is happening all the time 
inside and out side - the matter of 
change is always, what why and 
how?  Suspicion and suspense are 
ever present.  In hind sight most of 
the  past and the old is considered 
with affection.  Ahead is constant 
change and suspense in all things 
......Every action,  we see around 
us is about change.  An election is 
about change of Govt.,renewal is 
the hope of change, change must 
be for  betterment....development.

A birth is expected, question is 
when will it be? Then as the child 
grows.... school, college, job, 
marriage, again children....old 
age, death....all are questions of 
change?  This is a cycle that is 
pre-ordained and yet, an eager-
ness to move on is ever pres-
ent......Yes, Change is the law of 
all that is alive...life it self. Yet, the 
fear of change is never absent, 
just as change is always pres-
ent. So, the best path in life is to 
accept,welcome and even desire and 
work for change.....for the b e t t e r.... 
So, be courageous to change and 
streamline approach to change con-
sistently.   

Yes. I am changing. Days slip into 

weeks, weeks turn into months and 
months transform into years. Change 
is always present. 

Yes, I am changing. After loving my 
parents, my siblings, my spouse, my 
children and my friends, I have to also 
love myself.

Yes, I am changing. I just realised that 
I am not “Atlas” and the world does 
not rest on my shoulders.

Yes, I am changing. I have stopped 
telling the elderly that they have al-
ready narrated that story many times. 
After all, the story makes them walk 
down the memory lane and relive the 
past and feel happy.

Yes, I am changing. I realised not to 
correct people even when I know they 
are wrong. After all, the onus of mak-
ing everyone perfect is not on me. 
Peace is more precious than perfec-
tion.

Yes, I am changing. I have learnt not 
to bother about my creased shirt or 
mismatched trousers. After all, per-
sonality speaks louder than appear-
ances.

Yes, I am changing. I am learning not 
to let others make me feel incompe-

tent. After all I am not only what 
they see in me. I might not be 
good at certain things but I am 
excellent at others.

Yes, I am changing. I walk  away 
from people who don't value me. 
After all, they might not know my 
worth, but I certainly do.

Yes, I am changing. I remain 
cool when someone plays dirty 
politics to outrun me in the rat 
race. After all I am neither a rat 
and nor am I in any race.

Yes, I am changing. I am learn-
ing not to be embarrassed by 
my emotions. After all it's my 
emotions that make me human.

Yes, I am changing. I have learnt 
that it's better to drop the ego 
than to break a relationship. Af-
ter all, my ego will keep me aloof 
whereas with relationships I will 

never be alone.

Yes, I am changing. I've learnt to live 
each day as if it were the last. After all, 
it might be the last.

 Yes, I am changing. I am doing what 
makes me happy. After all, I am re-
sponsible for my happiness. And I 
owe it to me.

Life Is a Chance to grow a Soul. Real 
beauty is not what the eyes can be-
hold, but what the heart can hold.  
Change is like a beautiful new baby, a 
hope............Yes, it will change, so will 
you and me, constantly......accept the 
change, take the good of it, leave the 
rest, change for the positive in life.

6822. KUWAIT :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born 
in November 1982), Ht. 5’ 4”, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc. 
Post Graduate in Mumbai Univer-
sity, Teacher in Kuwait.  Contact 
email : pereiralucy2017@yahoo.
com  Tel: 00965-60402765 / 
9867308911

MATRIMONIAL

Change is Secular
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Inspiration!

This is not about im-
pressing people 
with expensive cars, 
big houses or pret-
ty clothes, it’s about 
physical things that 
will attract people to 
you, help you to be 
a better person and 
impress everyone 
around you in a good 
way.

Whether it’s new friends or 
perhaps a current or po-
tentially new employer, it 
seems like we are always 

trying to impress someone. There 
are actually a few simple and subtle 
things that you can do to help you im-
press anyone.

Be generous: Regularly give your 
time, energy and money to others 
without expecting anything in return. 
The giving of your life to another is 
one of the most impressive things you 

great discipline. Do the same with 
your unique giftedness and tempera-
ment. And regardless of the profes-
sion you choose, you will impress.

Appreciate different opinions: While 
there is nothing wrong with being dog-
matic in your beliefs, a healthy appre-
ciation of how others came to theirs is 
definitely an impressive quality.

Love you life: Don’t  fall into the trap 
of living life like everyone else. Avoid 
television and consumerism. Embrace 
your passions and find enjoyment in 
your life. The people around you will 
be impressed.

Encourage more: Living your life in 
competition with those around you 
will never impress. After all, everyone 
else is already doing that. Change 
the world by being different. Seek to 
encourage and lift up others. And the 
person who benefits the most just may 
be you.

Love nature: People who exhibit care 
for the physical world around us ex-
hibit care for all humanity. 

Listen intently: Eyes focused. Ears 
tuned. Cell phone off. In a world that 
can’t move  fast enough, someone 
who can find time to listen is as rate 
as a precious jewel and far more valu-
able.

Be modets: You are special, unique 
and gifted. And the less you make an 
effort to tell everyone that, the more 
they will notice.

Don’t live to impress: Live to inspire. 
Give up your desire to impress every-
one you meet. But never give up your 
desire to inspire everyone you meet. 
Of course, the greatest thing about 
this list is that you already possess 
everything you need to inspire others. 
So why not get started? Stop trying to 
impress others with the things that you 
own and begin inspiring them by the 
way you live you life.

focus on the good aspects of people 
and situations. Sometimes you have 
to look harder than others but you’ll 
always be glad you did.

Love your kids: And by love your kids 
mean genuinely like them too. Enjoy 
being with them, spending time with 
them and invest in their lives. This love 
towards children will be evident in your 
life even when they aren’t around.

Be faithful to your spouse: Marital fi-
delity is going out of style too quickly 
these days. Stay faithful to the one you 
chose. Your friends and colleagues 
will be impressed, not to mention your 
partner.

Respect personal boundaries: If 
you like to hug or shake hand doesn’t 
mean the other person will like the 
same. Some people hate such be-
haviour. So examine carefully others 
behaviour and choices and work ac-
cordingly.

Develop your strengths: We are all 
impressed by good singers, authors, 
writers, architects, speakers, CEO’s, 
computer programmers, mothers and 
athletes. There is only one thing they 
all have in common,  they discover 
their strengths and develop them with 

Impress Anyone You Meet
can ever do.

Laugh often: Be that 
person that routinely 
laughs at other’s jokes 
and stories. It con-
cretely communicates 
that you enjoy life and 
their company. They’ll 
be impressed and 
you’ll be a more joyful 
person.

Be optimistic: Always 



18 2-8 April 2018 THE SECULAR CITIZEN

MATRIMONIAL
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic spinster (Born in April 1973), 
5’ 5” tall,  looks much younger to her 
age, good looking, fair complexion 
with qualifications, B.Com. (Mumbai), 
M.B.A. Finance (Canada), M.B.A.,  
(H.R.) and Diplomas in I.T. (NIIT), 
Comp. (APTEC), and Cert.Ind Acct. 
(I.C.A.), working in good position. 
Graduate / Post Graduate unmar-
ried R.C. Bachelors upto 47 years, 
employed in good position and well 
settled in Mumbai or abroad. Contact 
email.: bellwether77@yahoo.com OR 
Mob.: 9892700617

Please renew your 
subscription if expired. 

Mention your subscription 
no. while sending the 

renewal amount

by Father (Dr) Jolly Puthenpura

The social teachings of the Catholic 
Church concern the human person in 
relation to the Creator as evidenced in 
her diakonia ministry. But the numer-
ous facets of the Biblical, Theological 
and Ecclesiological relevance of these 
teachings remain largely unknown to 
Catholics in general. That lacuna is 
what this book admirably fills in.
The Greek word diakonia means ser-
vice, and right from the early Church 
the disciples were involved in wor-
ship, proclamation and service. The 
crux of Christian discipleship lies in 
Jesus’ command: “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength” and “'Love your 
neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:30-
31). The social teaching of the Church 
is very special in the sense that it is 
not simply based on philanthropy but 
is an expression of a close link be-
tween God’s love for us and our love 
for God which translates into a real ac-
tive love for our fellow human beings, 
faith, hope and love thus emerging as 
the three cardinal virtues of Christian 
Theology. Accordingly, the contents 
of CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS 
& THE CHURCH’S DIAKONIA MIN-

ISTRY commendably elaborate on 
the twin ministry of charity and ser-
vice as being a core faith-expression 
of the Church. In effect, the Church’s 
diakonia ministry comes through as a 
tangible expression of Faith in action. 
Love of neighbour, grounded in the 
love of God ought to be a pertinent 
way of life for every believer as much 
as it is the fundamental responsibility 
of the Church at the grassroots level. 

The salient feature of this book is that it 
is a treasure trove of sorts from which 
not merely every believer but also all 
people of goodwill (including people 
of no faith) would be able to draw 
much inspiration, encouragement 

and motivation for making a consis-
tent commitment to the cause of so-
cial justice in response to the chang-
ing equations on various fronts across 
the world. In effect, the contents of 
this book highlight the relevance of 
the Church’s social teachings to our 
times besides drawing readers of 
every persuasion, most specifically 
Catholics, to the benefits emanating, 
setting into motion a cycle of sorts: 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS 
& THE CHURCH’S DIAKONIA MIN-
ISTRY will throw more light on and 
deepen the understanding of better 
practices of the different principles of 
Catholic social doctrine, resulting in 
further inspiration and motivation for 
more readers, especially those en-
gaged in the Diakonia Ministry of the 
Catholic Church, to appreciate better 
the richness of Catholic social doc-
trine and put the same into practice in 
their social service engagements.

In Chapter 6 of the Acts of the Apos-
tles, seven men are set apart for dia-
konia so that the Apostles themselves 
can devote time fully to the Procla-
mation of the Word of God, while the 
deacons would serve at table and 
avoid the occurence of any injustices. 
It is here that the real ‘social teaching’ 
of the Church begins—service with-
out injustice and open to all but also 
at the bidding of a higher authority 
namely the Word of God.
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS & 
THE CHURCH’S DIAKONIA MINIS-
TRY (ST PAULS – ISBN 978-93-5015-
305-5 / pp 152 / INR 160) is a detailed 
exploration into the various dimen-
sions of the social ministry of the 
Church with special reference to the 
Indian context. The scientific analysis 
of the Church’s development services 
and the study on the extent to which 
Catholic Social Teachings continue 
to influence Church ministry, makes 
convincing reading. Chapter 3 (pp 65-
103) in this book for instance, deals 
with the scientific study conducted by 
the author among 25 Catholic social 
service societies in Maharashtra - an 
honest soul-search that makes pos-
sible the understanding of how well 
the Diakonia ministry of the Church is 
rooted in her social teachings.

Catholic Social Teachings & 
The Church’s Diakonia Ministry

BOOK REVIEW 

By Ladislaus Louis D’Souza
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6618  MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1989), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 56 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Edn. M.Sc., work-
ing as a Resource Manager. Contact 
email : fernandesclyde176@gmail.
com 
6684.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  January 1969), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 60 kgs, Edn. High School, working 
as at Airport as Counter Staff. Contact 
email : danrox009@gmail.com.
6682.    MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
bachelor, (Born in  September 1986), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 56 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. ITI, working as a HVAC & BMS  
Supervisor. Contact eamil : vincent.
serra1@gmail.com.
6681.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  July 1977), Ht. 5’ 10”, 
Graduate Master of a reputed school 
seeks a suitable  match. Con-
tact email : noronhaneil@yahoo.in OR  
9920460551 / 23820314.
6677.    BANGALORE :  R.C. Parents 
invite alliance : son Engineer B.E., 
(Mechanical), Divorcee working in 
the Gulf, having  good job , 
well off, (Born in  June 1967), Ht. 5’ 4”, 
Wt. 63 kgs. Girl should be educated, 
good family background, kind, loving 
& caring : caste denomination no bar! 
Contact Mob.: 07795101265  
6675.    MUMBAI :  Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor born and brought up in 
Mumbai (Born in  October 1984), Ht. 
6’, slim athletic build, fair complexion, 
only child. Education BE Electronics, 
having family business (Electronic 
Component Manufacturing) from 
decent family having sober habits. 
Looking for slim, well educated Ro-
man Catholic girl from decent family 
with sober habits, having hight above 
5’ 2“. If interested kindly send biodata 
with photograph to snad2450@gmail.
com OR contact 9223219634
6669 MUMBAI : Goan R.C. Bach-
elor, M.Sc., in Telecom, MBA, (Born 
in February 1978) Ht. 5’ 5”,  Fair, 
good natured.  Working as a Financial 
Analyst in New York. Contact email: 
zennon.fernandes@gmail.com OR 

8698375997.
6667 MUMBAI : Goan R.C. Bach-
elor, B.Com., (Born in January 1983) 
Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair, smart and 
good natured.  non alcolholic and 
non smoker. Seeks a fair, good look-
ing, good natured  slim Goan RC girl. 
Contact Mob: 9930466725 
6838. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
October 1974), Ht. 5’ 4”,  Wt. 55 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion Edn. VII std, 
working as a Electrician in BEST. 
Having House. Seeks a simple, un-
derstanding and good natured girl. 
Contact email : belindacardoza777@
gmail.com 
6833. AUSTRALIA :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
November 1986), Ht. 5’ 7”,  Wt. 78 
kgs, Fair, Handsome, PR Holder,  Edn. 
Masters by Research in Biotechnology 
from QUT, Australia, Currently working 
with reputed company in Quality As-
surance dept.,Seeking a qualified and 
God fearing Mangalorean RC girl. Con-
tact   email : lizbf2017@
gmail.com
6622  MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
January 1984), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 85 kgs, 
Fair Complexion,   Edn. 
B.Com., working for Bank. Contact 
email : calva_86@yahoo.co.in 
6621  MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in Sep-
tember 1970), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 70 kgs, 
Wheatish Complex  i o n , 
Edn. B.Com.,  working as an Event 
Manager. Seeks good looking fair girl. 
Contact  email:     
rosario.thefernandoco@gmail.com  
6832. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in August 
1970), Ht. 5’ 7”,  Wt. 59 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
as a Captain in Hotel. Contact email : 
ignatius.matel@gmail.com
6830. BAHRAIN :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in February 
1988), Ht. 5’ 11”,  Wt. 97 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MBA, Marketing 
Professional in Public Sector. Contact 

email : rolsonvaz@gmail.com
6829. AUSTRALIA :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Divorcee, (Born in 
March 1978), Ht. 5’ 11”,  Wt. 80 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com., 
working as a Customer Support. Con-
tact email : arthur.fernandes@live.com
6663 MUMBAI : Goan R.C. Bach-
elor (Born in January 1979) Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com, Working as a Manager 
in MNC. Contact email: francis_fer-
nandes20@yahoo.com
6662 MUMBAI : Goan R.C. Bachelor 
(Born in September 1972) Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 
75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Edn. HSC., Selfemployed, Contact 
email: antferns72@gmail.com 
6660 NASHIK : Goan R.C. Bachelor 
(Born in November 1984) Ht. 5’ 11”, 
Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. Graduation in perfusion technol-
ogy, working as a Clinical perfusionist. 
Contact email : dan2mills@gmail.com
6659 MUMBAI : Widower seeks 
educated lady  par tner  sp inster /
widow preferably without any encum-
berance healty in age group of 60-65 
yrs. Contact email : envision 277@
yahoo.com OR 9819839842.
6637.    MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
February 1987), Ht. 5’ 11”,  Wt. 70 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion,  Edn. 
T.Y. B.Com., Hardware & Networking 
Diploma, working as a Technical Team 
Leader & Coordinator. Contact email : 
bipinsw52@gmail.com 
6634.    MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  November 
1982), Ht. 157 cms, Wt. 80 kgs, Fair 
Complexion,   Edn. Diploma Holder, 
working as a Mechanical Engineer. 
Contact email : santoshrodrigues7@
gmail.com 
6798  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in no-
vember 1987), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 74 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. BE, working as 
a 2nd Engineer in Foreign Ship. Well 
settled, handsome, simple and hum-
ble. Contact email : marialewis198@
gmail.com
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6828. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in June 
1983), Ht. 5’ 7”,  Wt. 81 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Diploma in Electri-
cal / Tele., working as a Site Engineer 
in Airport. Contact email :  antho-
nylobo1983@yahoo.com
6740  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1986), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 62 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn.  B.E. / B. Tech. Worked 
abroad present having own business. 
Contact email : noelmenezes02@gmail.
com
6734  MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in April 1981), Ht. 6’ 2”, 
Wt. 85 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
Diploma in Hotel Management, well 
settled. Contact email : tauro.roshan@
gmail.com
6731  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in September 1978), Ht. 
5’ 4”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.12th, working as a Office boy in 
Bank, having own house. Contact email 
: dsouzamaximmcb@gmail.com
6729  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in November 1988), Ht. 
6’, Wt. 72 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
SSC, Diploma in A.C., working as a 
A.C. Technician. Contact email : john-
macoib@gmail.com
6726  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in January 1984), Ht. 5’ 
9”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.B.Com., MBA, LL.B.,  working as a 
Manager in reputed Company. Contact 
email : franscoroyal@rediffmail.com 
6722 MUMBAI :  East Indian RC Bach-
elor, (Born in September 1989), Ht. 5’ 
11”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.Com., C.A., working in Audit firm. 
Contcat email : eltn89@yahoo.co.in
6718  MUMBAI :  Goan RC Bachelor, 

(Born in April 1980), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 85 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com., 
working as a Marketing Executive. Con-
tact email : mumbaischool@yahoo.co.in
6713  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in September 1989), Ht. 
5’ 6”, Wt. 67 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.B.E. (Extc) working as a Sales En-
gineer. Contact email : coelho.helen@
yahoo.co.in
6711  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in September 1985), Ht. 
5’ 8”, Wt. 67 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.B.Com., IATA, working as Invest-
ment Banking Analyst. Contact email : 
tristan.fernandes85@gmail.com 
6709    MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  May 
1985), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn.MBA, working as a 
Logistics Operations. Contact email ; 
rosd2505@gmail.com 
6708.    USA :  Mangalorean Hand-
some RC bachelor, (Born in  Octo-
ber 1984), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 72 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.S., working as a 
Software Engineer. Seeks a good look-
ing, fair Mangalorean girl, working in 
America. Contact email :  rodrigues.
gracy61@gmail.com. 
6707.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bachelor, 
(Born in  June 1975), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 70 
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., hav-
ing own business. Seeks a Family ori-
ented girl. Contact email : maxabreo@
yahoo.com / maxabreo@vsnl.net
6705.    MUMBAI :  Anglo Indian RC 
bachelor, (Born in  November 1979), 
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 45 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. H.S.C., Dip. Hotel Mgt., working for 
Groups of Hotels in Dubai. Contact email 
: dnfernz@gmail.com OR 9975878894

6704.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  September 1987), Ht. 5’ 
9”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. 10th std., working as a Mech/
Supervisor in Gulf. Contact email : 
josephdsouza12@gmail.com OR 
8691913335 / 9029273230
6700.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  September 1979), Ht. 5’ 
7”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., working for Private Firm. 
Contact email : savio_101in@yahoo.
co.in
6695.    MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
RC bachelor, (Born in  Auguat 1972), 
Ht. 5’9”, Wt. 77 kgs, Fair Complexion,  
Edn. F.Y.  B.Com., + IATA, working 
as a C.S. Associate in MnC., Contact 
email : binatone55@gmail.com   OR   
Phone : 25441116  /  9619742315  /  
9619032564  6 6 9 3 .     
MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC bachelor, 
(Born in  September 1988), Ht. 6’, Wt. 
85 kgs, Edn. Graduate Degree,  Mer-
chant Navy Captain in U.K., working as 
a Merchant Navy Officer. Contact email 
: kennethlazrado@yahoo.com.
6619  MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in September 1985), 
Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 82 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. MBA Finance, woking in MNC. 
Contact email : josh99.joshva@gmail.
com 
6648. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor (Born in June 1970) Ht. 5’ 6”, 
Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
12th Std., working as a AC Mechanic 
in Abroad. Contact email : vivinacar-
doza18@gmail.com OR 9987433677

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

Check your email at least once 
a week for proposals from Royal 
Christian Family and other mem-
bers
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6834. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October 
1989), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. BBA/BMS, Profes-
sion : Make-up Artist. Contact email : 
hycintharemedios@gmail.com
6831. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in 
April 1991), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working as 
an Associate in Insurance Company. 
Contact email : denisdsouza854@
gmail.com
6185. MUMBAI : Goan (Bardez) Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in January 
1982)  Ht. 5’ 4”, Fair Complexion., Edn. 
B.A., Dip. in Financial Management, 
Banking Exams, Working as  Senior 
Manager for a reputed Private Sector 
Bank Seeks educated and well settled 
Roman Catholic  Goan (Bardez) Bach-
elor between 36-40 years. Ht. 5’ 7” and 
above.  Contact email : andy.franky@
hotmail.com
6827. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster,  (Born in July 
1992), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 68 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
as a Accountant. Contact email : pin-
tononie@gmail.com
6826. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster,  (Born in March 
1992), Ht. 5’ 2”,  Wt. 46 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MBA PGDM, working 
as a Portfolio Manager in Foreign Bank. 
Contact email : alicerpraphael@gmail.
com
6825. MUMBAI :  East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in December 
1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
Graduate + Masters working as a HR. 
Contact email : shobhna_dsa@ymail.
com
6824. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in 

September 1988), Ht. 5’ 7”, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. BMS, working as a Mer-
chandiser. Contact email : prislobo10@
gmail.com
5619. DUBAI : Mangalorean R.C. Spin-
ster, (Born in November 1981), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 60 kgs, Fair Complexion, Working  
in Govt. Hospital in Dubai as Specialist 
Doctor (M.D.) Seeks a  well qulified bach-
elor from Decent family. Kindly send the 
profile and recent photograph to Email 
: alliance12313@yahoo.in 
6822. KUWAIT :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in November 
1982), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Sc. Post Graduate in Mumbai 
University, Teacher in Kuwait. Contact 
email : pereiralucy2017@yahoo.com  
Tel: 00965-60402765 / 9867308911
6821. UAE :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in May 1992), 
Ht. 5’ 5”,  Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Sc., in Zoology from 
Mumabi, working as a Content Writer at 
Academic Publication. Contact email : 
clevan2006@rediffmail.com
6033. ABU-DHABI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in May 1979),                                                                                                                              
Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.A. Eng., Literature, 
working as a Copy Editor. Contact 
email : barretto.lorraine@gmail.com  
oR  9730454857
6820. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster,  (Born in July 
1992), Ht. 5’ 4”,  Wt. 75 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. PG in Finance & Banking, 
working as Bank Manager. Contact 
email : dyola7792@gmail.com
6819. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster,  (Born in Feb-
ruary 1989), Ht. 5’ 5”,  Wt. 70 kgs, 

Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Under-
graduate, working as a  dispatch Man-
ager. Contact email : sylvia.godinho8@
rediffmail.com
6816. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee, church mar-
riage annuled, (Born in June 1980), Ht. 
5’ 1”,  Wt. 67 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. T.Y. B.Com., working. Contact 
email : marianike04@gmail.com
6814. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Febru-
ary 1992), Ht. 5’ 31/2”,  Wt. 47 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., nET, SET 
doing Phd.,  Lecturer by profession. 
Contact email : albanpereira1991@
yahoo.com
6812. MUMBAI :  East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in November 
1980), Ht. 5’ 3”,  Wt. 48 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Com., LLB., Advocate 
by profession. Contact email : mar-
thajd25@gmail.com
6226. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in June 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 45 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working as a 
Supervisor in Bank. Contact email : 
rodriguesmary898@gmail.com 
6246. MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October 
1986), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working, Contact 
email : mariashgo24@gmail.com 
6414. MUMBAI : Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  July 1989), Ht. 5’1”, 
Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
B.Com., (Banking & Insurance) work-
ing as a Consultant. She is vegitarian. 
Contact email : rosemarybharda@
yahoo.com  OR 9224780162

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com
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6753. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Parents seeks alliance for spinster 
daughter aged 26, Ht. 5’ 1”, CA (Char-
tered Account), presently working in 
Mumbai in an MnC. Looking for a 
professionally qualified well settled 
Mangalorean RC boy with good family 
background age upto 29 years, BE/
CA working in India or abroad (Not 
from middle East). Contact email :  
stanley_ds118@yahoo.com
6752. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in  Feb-
ruary 1982), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Good looking, Edn. MBA 
(HR), working as a Chief Manager in 
Insurance Company. Contact email : 
genesia_17@yahoo.com 
6749. AUSTRALIA : Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  October 
1985), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 57 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Bachelor of Arts 
(Psychology) working as a Psycholo-
gist. Contact email : artemiamaria@
yahoo.com
6748. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  March 
1987), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., with Dip. in 
Software Testing, working as a Test En-
gineering Specialist at a MnC. Contact 
email : thomasdsouza18@gmail.com 
6747. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  August 
1988), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 53 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A. B.Ed., Teacher 
by profession. Contact email : ida-
lina1888@gmail.com 
6742. AUSTRALIA : Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  December 
1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 57 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A. working as a 
Project Manager. Contact email : mark.
alvares16@gmail.com 
6741. MANGALORE :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in  
March 1993), Belonging to a very af-
fluent business family. Edn. MBBS, 
intends to pursue M.D. Very fair, very 
beautiful seeks suitable groom Con-
tact email : sona68500@gmail.com 
6739. MUMBAI : Anglo Indian Ker-

alite Spinter (Born in  February 1995), 
Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 62 kgs, Fair, goodlooking, 
Edn. 5th Std., slow learner, handicap, 
able to do house work, very much in-
terested in handicraft. Seeks a suitable 
match. Contact email : mercyserroa@
gmail.com  
6738. MANGALORE :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in  
November 1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 58 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. MBA, PGDM., 
working as a Finance Executive. Con-
tact email : vinishaleena@gmail.com 
6737. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  November 
1988), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com.,  Working 
as an Accountant. Contact email : 
jocelyn_rod15@yahoo.in
6736. BANGALORE :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  February 
1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn.  Masters in Library 
& Information Science, working as 
a Librarian, seeks a suitable match. 
Contact email : gracefreitas@redif-
fmail.com 
6733. MUMBAI : East Indian RC 
Spinster, (Born in  October 1989), Ht.  
5’ 4”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.A. (Hons), & CS (Company 
Secretary) working as a Company Sec-
retary in Financial Company. Contact 
email : cslibra89@outlook.com
6732. MUMBAI : Tamilian RC Spin-
ster, (Born in  June 1990), Ht.  5’ 1”, Wt. 
52 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
M.Com., B.Ed., Teacher by profession. 
Contact email : adnadar@gmail.com
6730. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  June 1989), Ht.  5’ 
2”, Wt. 68 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.Com.,  MBA Finance, doing B.Ed., 
Teacher by profession. Contact email 
: jgkelshikar@gmail.com
6728. MUMBAI : Maharastrian Prot-
estant Spinster, (Born in  June 1989), 
Ht.  5’ 3”, Wt. 53 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. 10th + Nursing Diploma, 
nurse by profession. Contact  Mob: 
9892562906
6727. IMDORE : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in  May 

1990), Ht.  5’ 7”, Wt. 58 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com with Computers, 
working for Airlines. Contact email : 
triptananda@ymail.com
6725. MUMBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  September 
1992), Ht.  5’ 9”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B. Pharma, MBA, 
working as a Sr. Analyst. Contact 
email : meenad@indoco.com 
6724. MUMBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 
1984), 5’ 4”, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Beautiful, Edn. M.Com., 
works for a retail Company in Dubai 
as Team Lead - HR Operation.  Con-
tact email : avenap@hotmail.com OR 
7506113313 
6721. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in  
December 1993), 5’, Wt. 45 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., 
IT., working for Engineering Company. 
Contact email : lynettelewis67@gmail.
com
6720. MUMBAI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  November 
1989), 5’ 5”, Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MBA working as 
a HR. Contcat email : janessafer-
nandes25@gmail.com 
6719. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic, homely and loving 
Spinster, (Born in  August 1969), 5’ 
5”, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. SSC., Contact  Email : 
sachin.gaste10@gmail.com OR Tel.: 
7498392432 
6716. MUMBAI : Anglo Indian Ro-
man Catholic Annulled (Divorcee) 
(Born in  November 1983), 5’ 2”, Wt. 
56 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. Mas-
ter’s Management, working in DUBAI 
as a Marketing/Sales. Contcat email 
: diana-marriot@rediffmail.com OR 
maskelld795@gmail.com 
6715. MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  August 
1987), 5’ 4”, Wt. 76 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Sc. MBA., working as 
a Team Leader. Contact email : cdgo-
pal@gmail.com  / nishachandra05@
gmail.com
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had fallen into sin.  The world had fallen into sin. But it is 
in dying to sin, that we rise with the Lord.

God had made a covenant with man 
but it was man who broke that cove-
nant by falling into sin; by succumb-
ing to the pressure from Satan.  Man 
found himself too weak to resist sin.

We are all sinners, so should we 
all die ?  God did not want all man-
kind to be wiped off the face of the 
earth because we had sinned. And 
so, God decided that only one man 
should die, taking upon himself all 
the sins of man.  Therefore, God 
sends down his only son, Jesus, for 

this task of bringing the world out of sin. To teach them 
compassion & mercy, right & wrong, humanity; to teach 
them what is Love - unconditional Love.  We need to die to 
sin in order to rise with the Lord !

A big transformation took place at Calvary, where the rob-
ber on the right of Jesus rebuked the robber on the left. He 
decided to renounce his sins right there on the cross; ‘re-
member me when you come into your kingdom,’ he says 
to Jesus. And Jesus responds, “this day you will be with 
me in paradise.”  He died to sin, but had risen with the 
Lord !

Jesus rose from the dead, at Easter.  Does Easter signal 
the end of the Lenten season, when we are called to rise 
up from the depths of our sins ?  Perhaps not, because 
everytime we rise from our sins it is Easter, which 
means we are rising with the Lord. Jesus is calling us 
to rise with Him - are we ready ?

Jesus is calling …… 

Are we ready to rise with Him ?
 by Melville X. D’Souza

It was a Religion class in school and the teacher 
was explaining about heav-
en & hell, about how nice it is 
heaven where everything is 

peaceful, so very nice, etc. And, 
how bad it is in hell where people 
are burning and suffering. The 
students had been listening at-
tentively.  And then, the teacher 
asked the children, c’mon tell me 
now who wants to go hell, put up 
your hands. nobody raised their 
hands.  Then, she said, now who 
wants to go to heaven.  Each and 
every child in that classroom put 
up their hand; one could see the joy on their faces.  The 
teacher dropped a bombshell; she said, if you want go 
to heaven, you will have to die, it is only after you 
die, that you will rise up in heaven to a new life.  Tell 
me, who is ready to die ?  At this, their faces fell, they 
had a dejected look on their faces.  Sad truth - Everyone 
wants to go to heaven but nobody is willing to die !

The children in that Religion class were  baffled at the 
question their Religion teacher put before them.  Today, 
the Lord puts that same question before us, ‘are you 
prepared to die in order to rise to a new Life ?’  We sure-
ly want to go to heaven but we don’t want to die. When 
God created the earth, he gave Adam & Even domin-
ion over everything in the Garden of Eden – the fruits, 
animals, etc.  But He also prohibited them from eating 
of the fruit of a particular tree. We know from scripture, 
how Eve gave in to the temptation from the devil, who 
fed her all false falsehood, and we see the result. The 
moment Eve bit that apple and gave it to Adam, they 

Women Achiever Award
Mrs. Alice Johnson Therattil Ex- Mumbai Municipal Corporator 
was received an Award of Indian Women Convention & Women 

Achiever Awards 2018”  
for "Women Achiever 
for Active Public Service 
” and Industry "Social 
Work" program held on 
Saturday 17th March 
2018 at 18.99 Latitude, 
Lower Parel, Mumbai.



24 2-8 April 2018 Published on every  Monday Dt. 2- 4-2018 & Posted on  Monday / Tuesday of every week
Posted at Mumbai Patrika Channel Sorting Office, Mumbai - 400001.

RNI No. 56987/92     Registered No. MCS/100/2018-20

Printed, Published, Edited and Owned by Lawrence Coelho, Printed at Plascote Industries, 23, Municipal Industrial Estate, K.K. Marg, Jacob 
Circle, Mumbai - 400 011 and Published from 99/101, Perin Nariman Street, 1st Floor, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001. Editor : Lawrence Coelho.


