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Seen at the A. G. M. of the St. Luke’s 
Medical Guild of Bombay held re-
cently are; Dr. Stephen Fernandes 
(Chaplain) (55 years) Dr. Egbert Sal-
danha (President), Dr. Anthony J. F. 
Sequeira (81 years), the only surviv-
ing office bearer from the first trime-
aster (prior to 1963) Secretary (1961 
to 69) the present Secretary Dr. Ran-
zelle Fernandes (25) and Dr. Giselle 
Paes (Vice President & Former Sec-
retary).  The combined ages of Fr. 
Stephen & Dr. Ranzelle is one year 
short of Dr. Anthony’s age.

Dr. Sequeira was Secretary Gen-
eral III  Asian Congress of Catholic 
Doctors (Bombay – 1964), Charter 
Secretary Indian Federation of Cath-
olic Medical Guild (1964 – 69). Cor-
responding Editor of “Linacre Quar-
terly” the quarterly publication of the 
National Catholic Physicians Guild of 
the USA (1969 -74) Secretary Indian 
Delegation to the XI International Con-
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22693578   after transferring the same.

ference of Catholic Doctors (Manila – 
1966) along with Dr. Ernest Borges 
as Chairman; Intervener Church Sole 
Trusteeship case in the Bombay City 
Civil Court and Bombay High Court 
which we won.  Joint Secretary Dr. Er-
nest Borges Memorial Fund, Tata Me-
morial Hospital, and many others.

Dr. Sequeira has done much for his 
Alma Maters – St. Mary’s High School 
(SSC) and Seth G. S. Medical College, 
Parel in both he was the Sports Icon, 
and for Nurse Aruna Shanbagh, KEM 
Hospital.  Dr. Sequeira secured the 
highest alumni Award  Dr. Shalini Dha-
nukar Hirvai Samman Award & Cash 
Prize – virtually Life Time Achievement 
Award of the Seth 
G. S. M. College.  
He has donated 
One Lakh each 
to Nurse Aruna 
Shanbagh Care, 
K.E.M. Hospital 
Nurse’s Welfare 
Fund; Dr. Sanjay 
Oak Best Resi-
dents Award; Dr. 
Manubhai Kothari 
Best Students 
Award; St. Mary’s 
High School Best 
Sportsman’s Cup (for Seniors) with 
cash Prize.  St. Mary’s High School 
Sportsman’s Cup (for Intermediates 
and Cash Prize; St. John’s Medical 
College Men & Women Athletic Cham-
pionship Cup.
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Darjeeling names 
road to St Teresa 

of Calcutta
Darjeeling – Continuing celebrations 
marking canonization of Mother Te-
resa of Calcutta, Darjeeling town re- 
named a road to honour Mother Tere-
sa of Calcutta, 3 rd December 2016.

Bishop Stephen Lepcha of Darjeeling 
named Rockville Road which starts 
below Telephone Exchange and ends 
at Television Tower in Darjeeling to St 
Teresa of Calcutta in the presence of 
eminent citizens including

Darjeeling Member of the Legislative 
Assembly Prof. Amar Rai, Municipal 
Chairman and Councilors.

The narrow and steep “S” shaped 
road about 200 meters long has 
Missionaries of Charity (MC) Sishu 
Bhavan which Mother Teresa started 
as her first foundation in the hills in 
1967. 

St. Luke’s Medical Guild
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Secret burial of Marcos is a 
heological contradiction 

by Prof. Bonifacio Tago Jr

Manila: The hullabaloo created in Philippine society by the secret burial of former strong-
man Ferdinand Marcos in Manila's cemetery for heroes on Nov. 18 made me reflect.

Christian martyrs and saints can be the religious equivalent to heroes in civil societies. The 
former gave their lives for their faith in God and in the church, while the latter offered their 
death to their country and their people.

Martyrs and saints, as well as heroes, are proclaimed in public as individuals who live vir-
tuous lives. They are venerated and honored openly by people as models on how to live 
fruitful and meaningful lives.

Their relics and memorabilia are exposed to everyone who wish to get in touch with them, 
know them better, and establish deeper relationships with them. Indeed, the lives of mar-
tyrs, saints, and heroes, as well as their death, truly belong to the people.

The burial of former dictator Marcos in the country's cemetery for heroes was made in 
secret. Contrary to the dignity given to the place of burial (a hero’s place), Marcos' family 
made it obvious that Marcos was no hero.

People whose funerals are kept secret, are in no way, worthy of being emulated by the 
public. Secrecy is the work of the corrupt, the handiwork of the devil, and the masterpiece 
of those who live in darkness.

Instead of the people clamoring for Marcos’ relics to be touched and venerated, they are 
shouting for his grave to be unearthed and for him to be buried in its rightful place.

Instead of students wanting to spread the good news that they have another human being 
to look up to, they are part of those rallying to convince everybody that the man secretly 
buried at the heroes' cemetery is worth condemning.

The secret burial of Marcos in a supposedly hero’s place is a theological contradiction.

It is the very nature for goodness and love to be shared, not kept in secret. The good, lov-
ing, and merciful God reveals himself to people in public, not in private.

If some private individuals have had privileged encounters with the Divine, they were meant 
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to be proclaimed to everybody. It is because 
God’s personal revelations to these so 
called "privileged" individuals are for the well 
being of all, not for the private consumption 
of these "chosen" people.

Bonifacio Tago Jr. is vice president for aca-
demic programs and professor of philosophy 
at Good Samaritan Colleges in Cabanatuan 
City, Philippines. He is currently taking up a 
doctorate degree in Theology in Consecrat-
ed Life at the Institute for Consecrated Life in 
Asia.                     Source: UCAN

2016: 
Ratzinger Prize

On 26th November, 2016, Pope Fran-
cis addressed the audience and the 
winners of the 2016 ‘Ratzinger Prize’! 
It is awarded by the “Joseph Ratzinger 
Vatican Foundation”; and is given as 
a sign of the Church’s gratitude to 
scholars and professors who have 
stood out for their scientific research 
in the theological field. Two winners 
were announced:
1.Msgr. Biffi, a professor and interna-

tionally renowned theologian and 
liturgist. He was assigned the prize 
for his “Opera Omnia” – a collection 
of his writings, most of which are on 
theology and medieval philosophy.

2.Prof. Kourempeles, a member of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, an associ-
ate professor in the Department of 
Theology at the Aristotle University, 
Thessalonika. He was accorded for 
his work in exploring the richness of 
the encounter between Ratzinger’s 
thought and Orthodox theology.

Pope Francis praised Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI – For  the depth of his 
thoughts and writings, firmly ground-
ed on Holy Scripture, based upon the 
teachings of the early Church fathers, 
and nourished by his own faith and 
prayers. They help us to remain open 
to the horizon of eternity, giving mean-
ing to our hopes and human respon-
sibilities.

He also stressed upon Benedict’s 
richness in thought and Magisterium, 
which knew how to center on the es-

sential reference points of our 
Christian life, the Person of Je-
sus Christ, and the theological 
virtues of faith, hope and charity! 
And for this the whole Church will 
be ever grateful. And if I may add 
St Paul’s recommendation: “Pay 
respect to whom respect is due; 
and honor to whom honor is due” 
(Romans 13:7).

—Dr. Trevor Colaso, 
(Now temporarily in Memphis, 

TN. USA).
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Estd: 1951           Prop. B. D'Souza

km from Kolkata, on Saturday morn-
ing.  And the most disgusting part 
– the rest of the people standing in 
the queue refused to help, they did 
not move lest they miss their turn 
in the queue for withdrawing cash. 
If this is not ‘dehumanization’ then 
what is it ?  This is an indication of 
the level of frustration the people 
of this country are going through 
– they have lost their sense of hu-
manity, letting a man die right be-
sides them.

Demonetization may have it’s good 
effect on the economy as many would 
have us believe, in the long run, but 
the cost we are paying right now is 
high !  Dehumanization is perhaps 
the biggest side-effect of the de-
monetization exercise undertaken 
by the Modi government.  

—Melville X. D’Souza
- Orlem, Malad West

Demonetization or 
‘DEHUMANIZATION?’

When demonetization of the 
500 & 1000 rupees notes 
was announced on Novem-

ber 8, people across the country pan-
icked  and the country was thrown into 
chaos - the common man struggling 
to prove that his money was White.  
Several days later, this demoneti-
zation turned into demonization – 
yes, the 500 & 1000 currency turned 
into demons killing people standing 
in serpentine queues for exchange or 
withdrawal of currency notes.  Sev-
eral people including bank officials 
have lost their lives in this whole ex-
ercise.

The most ugliest part now, is that 
this demonetization has turned 
into ‘dehumanization’.  Yesterday’s  
Sunday Times reports, “Bengal man 
dies, ATM queue turns blind eye”.  
The report goes on to say, a 53-year 
old state government employee col-
lapsed after a heart attack and died in 
an ATM queue at Bandel, around 60 
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A Digital Church

Demonetization has touch the lives 
of everyone not   sparing even  places 
of worship like temples and churches.  
Sunday collection in churches have 
dipped considerably post demoneti-
sation.  Anticipating such a decline in 
collection  I had jocularly remarked to 
a church usher  that  from the follow-
ing  Sunday, they should go around 
with card swiping machines instead of 
the usual collection boxes.

Jokes aside, there is some merit in 
looking at alternative modes of  mak-
ing church donations.  Church offices 
may be  equipped  with card swiping 
machines for all payments pertain-
ing to baptisms, funerals, marriages,  
mass stipends etc. Digital money pay-
ments options such as Paytm, Free 
charge etc may also be considered. 
Sunday church support collection, 
however, will have to follow the con-
ventional cash donation  route for 
several reasons. The first two weeks' 
collection is for the archdiocese and 
hence set aside separately for the 
purpose.  Moreover attending Sunday 
mass is usually a family affair. Little 
children are keen to put their contri-
bution in the box. This inculcates  a 
spirit of charity in the children and the 
practise remain  as they grow older. 
Moreover, all people who contribute 
on Sundays are unlikely to go to the 
office to make their contribution and if 
they do it would result in long queues 
much like those seen these days at 
ATMs.

For all other purposes the digital 
route is recommended .

Ultimately digital money option 
may turn out be a blessing in disguise 
for the church.  I have observed that 
the people who have switched over  
to making card payments  instead of 
cash payments at malls, now spends 
much more. And more happily too !

—Prof Robert Castellino

Mumbai

National Anthem
 
It’s a good thing that the Supreme 

Court has re-introduced the playing 
of the national anthem in cinema halls 
after the movie gets over. I remember 
when I was a little boy and I would go 
along with my mom and dad to watch 
a movie in a theatre, we would all 
stand up and salute the flag when the 
national anthem was played on screen 
at the end of the movie. Today’s gen-
erations have got no respect for the 
national flag, national anthem and na-
tional song.  Even when the national 
anthem is played on radio or in public 
gatherings, they don’t salute the flag 
and sing along the lines of the song. 
They are busy Whatsapping friends 
or chatting with them on their mobile 
phones.

 
 

— Jubel D’Cruz,
Dombivili, Mumbai 

Inculturaton 
and its fallout

 The need for incultutration or the 
spreading of the gospel message 
in the local culture cannot be down 
played or denied. Basically , it is giv-
ing Christianity new clothing in new 
cultures. However, the matter is not 
so simple as it appears, because of 
the complexities of culture. In India 
for instance it is more complicated, 
because of the existence of many 
sub-cultures within a culture, with a 
different set of beliefs , practices and 
rituals , making it difficult to arrive at 
a common acceptable mode of in-
culturation. In India, indigeneous pat-
terns of thought , worship, symbolism 
and rituals were created based on the 

Hindu Brahmanic culture which was 
seen as alien and oppressive to the 
tribal class and Dalit community, who 
form the bulk of the Christian popula-
tion. Inculturation in India has  there-
fore not produced the desired effect 
mainly due to the Hinduisation of our 
liturgy and rituals. Secondly ,because 
of inculturation, we have invited more 
problems at out Eucharistic celebra-
tions.   because of non Christians 
queuing up for ‘Prasad’ during com-
munion time. This  is  solely because 
they have been wrongly inculturated 
to believe that ‘holy communion’ is 
‘prabhu bhojan’, which is akin to the 
food offered to the Idol at a Hindu puja 
and later distributed as ‘prasad’ to the 
devotees for consumption.  How then 
can we blame the non Christians?.
This is the unfortunate fallout of in-
culturation which needs correction---- 
not  making the Eucharist inclusive, 
as suggested by some inculturist.   

—A.    F. Nazareth
Alto Porvorim

Please help and 
clarify

Bank charges us if our cheque 
is bounced for insufficient 
funds. 

Can we now charge the bank 
for insufficient cash?
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The East Indian Sola, the first in 
a series celebrating the varied 
cultures and cuisines of St. 

Vincent de Paul’s communities, saw 
parishioners turn up in large num-
bers on Saturday, 12th November 
2016. The mood for the night was 
set at the entrance with an exhibi-
tion of East Indian artefacts includ-
ing the patta & waronta for grinding 
masalas,  the tizal, tavkat and kadai 
for cooking food, the burnee for stor-
ing food items like tamarind, salt and 
ginger and, of course, the traditional 
ghumat (a percussion instrument).

Entertaining performances of tradi-
tional songs and dances celebrating 

The East Indian Sola – 
a celebration of 

traditional lifestyle

Science  and  
Faith

Pope Francis addressed par-
ticipants and scientists on 28 
November, 2016, at their five-

day plenary assembly of the ‘Pontifi-
cal Academy of Science’. The theme: 
“Science and Sustainability: Reper-
cussion of Scientific Knowledge and 
Technology on Human Society and 
the Environment”! Among those pres-
ent was Stephen Hawking who gave 
a presentation on his ‘No-Boundary’ 
proposal concerning the beginnings 
of the universe.

In his address (brief excerpts), 
Pope Francis stressed: “Scientists 
must be free from ideological pres-
sures, and need to craft a model to 
face the crisis of ‘climate change’. 
There is a new partnership in the sci-
entific and Christian communities, 
who have taken up the shared goal 
of protecting our ‘common home’ to-
wards a new global ecological equi-
librium.” 

“Besides, your commitment is all 
the more admirable in its orientation 
towards the full promotion and pro-
tection of integral human develop-
ment, peace, justice, and human dig-
nity and freedom.”

The topics also ranged from dis-
coveries in cosmology to sources of 
renewable energy, food security, and 
the power and limits of artificial intel-
ligence!

In conclusion, the Pope assured 
them: “Combined with morals values, 
the plan for ‘sustainable and integral 
development’ is well positioned to of-
fer all, particularly scientists who pro-
fess ‘belief’, a powerful impetus for 
research; staying always hopeful of 
the time the Lord grants us.” And if I 
may add St. Paul’s advice: “Avoid the 
profane chatter and contradictions of 
what is falsely called knowledge; by 
professing it some have missed the 
mark as regards the faith” ( 1 Timothy 
20-21).

—Dr. Trevor Colaso, 
(Now temporarily at Memphis, 

TN. USA).

a typical East Indian wedding right 
from the proposal stage to the Moiya, 
complete with a barber shaving the 
men added to the merriment. The 
women were dazzling in traditional 
Lugra and jewellery. Crompton Tex-
eira compered and revelled the com-
munity with songs in the traditional 
dialect. Adolf Creado and his band 
were a hit with the crowds.  The Um-
brachapani procession around the 
ground witnesses community mem-
bers spontaneously getting up and 
joining in the merriment.

The volunteers at the Cafeteria were 
the busiest that night as mouth-wa-
tering East Indian dishes including 
Duck Moile, Stuffed Pigling, Tongue, 
Vindaloo, Sorpotel, Bombil Chut-
ney, Wedding Pickle, Chicken Puffs, 
Chitaps, Handbreads, Fugias, Letri, 
Pitiche Ladoos, Marzipan and Snow-
balls flew off the shelves.

Adding excitement to the night was 
the raffle draw, an American auction 
of the Palgan (Marzipan cake) which 
collected Rs. 1200/- and a Guess the 
Weight of the cucumber cake chal-
lenge. 

Community members were gracious 
in providing / donating their time and 
skills in making this a success. Mem-
bers also provided rare traditional 
items that surely has tremendous 
emotional and nostalgic values so 
that guests could get a glimpse in to 
the life of the East Indian community 
of Chuim.

The parish is now looking forward to 
the 28th of January 2017 when the 
Goans will showcase their culture and 
food, followed by the Mangaloreans 
on 25th February and the South Indi-
ans on 22nd April.
 

—Rudy Alves

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, 

glorified, loved and 
Preserved throughout 

the world. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

thy kingdom come. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

have mercy on us. 
St. Jude the helper of the 
hopeless cases, pray for 

us. 
Say this prayer for nine 

time for nine days.
—RLF



712 December 2016 

Thanksgiving

Thanks to Divine Mercy, 
Our Lady of Vailankani, 
Our Lady of perpectual 
Succor and St. Anthony 
for the favours. Praying 
for more favours.

— T. M. Mascarenhas, 
Mangalore

by Rtn. Calwyn D'Abreo

Jesus loved to laugh. It was His 
way of enjoying the presence 
of the Infinite on earth as He ac-

complished His God given mandate:

Laughter is the experience or mani-
festation of mirth, amusement or joy.

And you thought that to laugh is an 
emotional outburst that needs

etiquette and timing and the permis-
sion from others to deliver.

Such nonsense , I must say. You are 
a victim of a Victorian assembly

of tirade practices and soliloquy and 
you will pass your next decade playing 
the woodwind Obe. Are you that and 
some more. Are you the soul survivor 
of an era that subdued a good guffaw 
with a lightening screech just because 
nobody felt it was worth laughing but 
just you. Did they mention that to 
laugh is a fake restoration in agree-
ment with the same action taken by 
others in a crowd. Did nobody tell you 
that laughter is enjoyable. Tat laughter 
makes you feel good. That you can 
attract other people by your laughter. 
That the fact is that laughter is just the 
medicine for a healthy life.

It reduces your stress and will settle 
your mind. It will remove an abcess or 
deform an unusual growth. It removes 
tension. I stays you away from all sick-
ness. Laughter is the best friend of 
your body cells that make or break 
your body reserves and restrict the 
presence of future illness. Come , 
celebrate a healthy century no matter 
what the outside world is as long as 
you laugh at them feeling adversely. 
Laugh whenever you feel like it. Laugh 
at your own self and feel the joy of be-
ing able to laugh at whatever you want 
to.

Some of the greatest people in the 
world laughed out loud. They are at 
it even now in a spirit form ,I believe. 

Laugh with Divine assurnce

Though there is not a single text in the 
Bible that tells about the Master as 
having laughed whilst delivering his 
ministry to the world and only texts 
that mention that He was always in 
sorrow and grief and deeply troubled 
in spirit I am of the opinion that being 
born a man of divine ancestry and ar-
riving on terra firma as the conveyor of 
all good things how can laughter and 
the gracious smile of such a persona 
not be present in the Testaments at 
all. Somebody with a sad demeanor 
doing the holy book preface and a 
forward of his presence on earth has 
censored these happy moments from 
the personality of the Master and like 
morons we have followed without 
questioning what some gargantuan 
put to parchment by the reed of an 
ostrich feather. Yes, believe me, Jesus 
Christ laughed and the Master also 
laughed loud. He was a happy Man all 
throughout this destination on earth.

It would not have been possible for a 
crowd to have gathered around this In-
finite Intelligence if He was not a Man 
for all seasons and circumstances.

Somebody tell me the Master was a 
sad, sorrowful and filled with grief as 
a  human being on earth. The Mas-
ter and the Father are one. Do we 
have a sad God, then…..? Is laughter 
evil…..?
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(Based on a presentation at a public 
meeting organised by the All India 
Catholic Union at Mangalore on 26th 
November 2016)

by chhotebhai

The topic that I have been 
asked to speak on is “Free-
dom of Religion in India – with 
special reference to the Chris-

tian community”. Let me begin with 
a rather audacious question. Do we 
have freedom of religion in India, or 
freedom for religion? I daresay that we 
have freedom for religion, and a surfeit 
of it. In the name of religion we can do 
what we want, where we want, when-
ever we want; we can take out pro-
cessions, block public thoroughfares, 
play loudspeakers all night – with to-
tal disregard for law and order, or the 
inconvenience caused to others. We 
also consider our personal laws and 
customary practices sacrosanct, and 
cry foul the moment anybody dares 
question or curtail this “freedom”.

In my hometown, Kanpur, at Mohar-
ram, over one lakh young men charge 
down the streets carrying swords and 
daggers. They are known as Paikis. 
The district administration remains on 
its toes for several days, and cordons 
off several roads, blocking them with 
trucks, to prevent the Paikis from go-
ing off the pre-determined route. This 
year this coincided with Dusshera and 
Durga Puja. It goes to the credit of the 
district administration and the commu-
nity leaders that there was no untow-
ard incident. But such occasions are 
like a tinder box that can conflagrate 
at the slightest misunderstanding, al-
tercation or rumour mongering.

Earlier Durga Puja was limited to 
the Bengalis, and Ganesh Chaturthi 
to the Maharashtrians. But now ev-
erybody seems to be “celebrating” 
everything. Besides the administra-
tion, Mother Earth also cries out in 
anguish. The Muslims bury their huge 
tazias, and the Hindus immerse their 
idols in their very own sacred river, the 
Ganga. Most of these idols are made 
from the highly toxic plaster-of-paris, 
using lead and chrome (heavy metal) 

based colours.
Civil society, and even the courts, 

remain hapless spectators. Supreme 
Court (SC) orders are flouted with im-
punity. The most recent instance was 
that of the height of matkas for Ganesh 
Chaturthi, which the SC had restricted 
to 20 feet. The Shiv Sena and its off-
shoots cocked a snook at the SC, 
and pressed on regardless. There are 
exceptions though, when SC orders 
have forced temples and dargahs to 
open their doors to women. 

Overall though, we have an over-
dose of religion, or public profession 
of the same. Swami Agnivesh had 
once said that we have too much reli-
gion, and too little of spirituality. Jesus 
himself was averse to excessive exter-
nal devotions like public prayers, fast-
ing and almsgiving (cf Mat 6:1-18).

Indian secularism means “all” reli-
gions, a freedom for religion that often 
leads to a free for all, or a free fall. It 
is like a traffic junction without a traf-
fic policeman to control it, resulting 
in a traffic jam and road rage. Unfor-
tunately, our freedom for religion is 
directly proportionate to our numeri-
cal strength, nuisance value, financial 
and political muscle. 

Since India is a de facto Hindu 
majority State, there is seldom any 
restriction on their religious freedom. 
Though professedly secular, religious 

symbols and places of worship are 
endemic to Govt offices, vehicles, 
events and even police stations; with 
temples and icons in abundance.

In contrast, French secularism 
means “no” religion, and no use of reli-
gious symbols in Govt establishments 
etc. The recent controversy about bur-
kini on Riviera beaches caught head-
lines, but few reported that Catholic 
nuns in habits were also banned! It is 
in this context that we must see that 
the ban on burqas is part of French 
secularism, a strict enforcement of 
separation of Church and State, now 
extended to all religions. Ironically, 
Catholic convent schools in France 
have the highest percentage of Mus-
lim girls wearing hijabs. Today France 
stands isolated as other European/ 
American countries have accepted 
multi-culturalism, including turbans 
and beards in their uniformed forces; 
though a backlash from right wingers 
is also becoming evident. Brexit in the 
UK and Trump in the USA are indica-
tive of this trend.

Freedom is often confused with 
liberty, and in India the debate often 
veers around to appeasement of Mi-
norities (read Muslim). So we need to 
distinguish between them. Freedom 
is what Mahatma Gandhi and other 
freedom fighters achieved by gain-
ing Independence from the British. 

Freedom Of, Or For Religion?
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Liberty is what statesmen like Nehru 
and Ambedkar established through 
rule of law and building a modern 
nation State. Licence, like James 
Bond’s licence to kill; is what Godse 
did to Gandhi. Appeasement is when 
the State bends over backwards or 
through coercion to grant undue fa-
vours/ privileges to a particular group, 
like crores spent on Kumbh Melas or 
Haj pilgrimages.

What does the Constitution say 
about religious freedom? The pre-
amble of the Constitution says that In-
dia is a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, 
Democratic Republic (42nd Amend-
ment of 1976); to ensure Justice, Lib-
erty, Equality, Fraternity (the last three 
were the battle cry of the French Rev-
olution). As for Fundamental Rights, it 
says that “The State shall not discrim-
inate against any citizen on grounds 
of religion, race, caste, sex, place of 
birth or any of them” (Art 15:1). Fur-
ther, “Subject to public order, morality 
and health .....all persons are equally 
entitled to freedom of conscience, 
and right to freely profess, practice 
and propagate religion” (Art 25:1). 
However the State may enact legisla-
tion “regulating or restricting any eco-
nomic, financial, political or other sec-
ular activity which may be associated 
with religious practice” (Art 25:2a). 
The Catholic Church in particular re-
spects Government’s authority over 
“secular activity”.  In Canon Law this 
is referred to as “civil effects”, espe-
cially in matrimonial laws. It refers to 
“the competence of the civil authority 
in respect of the merely civil effects of 
the marriage” (Can 1059). It forbids “a 
marriage which cannot be recognised 
by the civil law or celebrated in accor-
dance with it” (Can 1071:2).

Where do Christians stand vis-
à-vis religious freedom? Christians, 
and more particularly the Catholics, 
are perhaps the most law abiding as 
a community, to the point of docility. 
We get “activated” only when priests 
and nuns are assaulted/ molested, or 
when institutions are attacked. But we 
don’t seem to show the same level of 
concern when we are not directly af-
fected. Last Sunday there was a horri-
ble train accident near Kanpur, where 
over 150 people died. I led a team of 

volunteers to help with blood donation 
for the accident victims. Since there 
was to be a Corpus Christi procession 
that same evening I requested some 
of our priests to cancel it, as it would 
be a counter witness. My appeal went 
unheeded, so we had a Corpus Christi 
procession with 150 corpses in the vi-
cinity! How then can we expect sensi-
tivity and sympathy from others in our 
own hour of need? Ironically, former 
Chief Minister, Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
thought fit to cancel his own birthday 
bash scheduled for two days later, out 
of respect for the dead. A far better 
witness than ours. There is a lesson 
for us in this. 

We Christians are usually protec-
tive of two of our rights – that of propa-
gation of our faith, and to run our edu-
cational institutions. I will limit myself 
to the former, as there are many better 
qualified than me to speak on the lat-
ter. We often blame the BJP for trying 
to curtail freedom of religion and ban 
conversions, through euphemistically 
called “Freedom of Religion” acts! The 
first such Act was based on the report 
of the Niyogi Commission and was 
enacted by the Congress in Madhya 
Pradesh in the 1950’s. The Catholic 
Union of India (now AICU) countered 
this through its publication “Truth 
Shall Prevail”. The Arunachal act was 
the most stringent, and harshly imple-
mented by overzealous officers while 
the State was still a Union Territory.  
Subsequently people’s power has 
reduced that Act to a scrap of paper. 
The most recent was the one enacted, 
again by the Congress, in Himanchal 
Pradesh, before Assembly elections. 
(It didn’t help them)

Incidentally, till date there has not 
been a single conviction for “conver-
sions” despite several Acts being in 
force. When the previous Maharash-
tra Government (again Congress) 
planned to enact such legislation I 
drew the attention of the Chief Min-
ister to this reality. His office duly ac-
knowledged my objection.

However, we should not be com-
placent, because among the penal 
provisions are conversion by fraud, 
inducement and invocation of divine 
displeasure. Vatican II is totally against 
forced/ induced conversions. The 

“Declaration of Religious Freedom” 
(Dignitatis Humanae) states that “It is 
one of the tenets of Catholic doctrine 
that one’s response to God in faith 
must be free.  Therefore no one is to 
be forced to embrace the Christian 
faith against his own will” (DH 10). The 
reference to “divine displeasure” can 
place us, especially over enthusias-
tic evangelical preachers, on a weak 
wicket.  If one were to say “You will 
go to hell if you worship idols”, then 
that would be against the law. Even 
an invitation to a healing convention 
could be interpreted as an act of in-
ducement. 

Some Christian preachers believe 
in “scriptural fundamentalism”, taking 
the Gospels too literally, without un-
derstanding their context.  They quote 
Jesus’ last command to preach and 
baptise (cf Mat 28:19), forgetting that 
judgement will be based not on Mat 
28, but on Mat 25, on what we have 
done for the least of the brethren” 
(cf Mt 25:31-46). Again Vatican II is 
very clear on who can be saved.  The 
“Dogmatic Constitution of the Church” 
(Lumen Gentium) which is the founda-
tion of our ecclesiology today states 
“Those also can attain salvation who 
through no fault of their own do not 
know the gospel of Christ or his 
Church, yet sincerely seek God, and 
moved by grace, strive by their deeds 
to do his will as it is known to them 
through the dictates of conscience.  
Nor does divine providence deny the 
help necessary for salvation to those 
who without blame on their part, have 
not yet arrived at an explicit knowl-
edge of God, but who strive to live 
a good life, thanks to his grace” (LG 
16). This means that even professed 
atheists can be saved, and echoes the 
mind of Jesus that “he causes his sun 
to rise on the bad as well as the good, 
and sends down rain to fall on the up-
right and wicked alike” (Mat 5:45). Let 
us then be imbued with the spirit of 
the Gospels and the teachings of the 
Church.

Religious freedom in India cannot 
be cocooned from what is happening 
across the globe. A dangerous trend 
of right wing nationalism (garbed in 
religion) is spreading its tentacles 

(Contd.. on p. 22)
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Demonetisation: 
Pain is Tangible, Gain is unreachable 

Unending painful cash queues 
all over India from a tiny vil-
lage to a mega city stopped 
dominating media.... they 

don’t make headlines anymore. What 
is focused is the expected benefits 
and '10 point Modi Apps'... Many TV 
channels. Shamelessly till pro-Modi 
line and many vernacular newspapers 
know mighty well which side of bread 
is well buttered!

A first-time visitor to India, Prof. James 
sheen from England said: “I heard 
Prime minister Modi’s Nov. 8th an-
nouncement of note-ban, and l've 
been closely following up major social 
and political events in your country.

I’m greatly surprised to learn that the 
majority Indians get used to many 
odds and adversities rather easily... 
We in England find too difficult to dis-
gust such a sudden law...” I had no 
words of defence. We, as nation, are 
taken for granted against such a dic-
tatorial announcement... The nation 

queued up in endless lines and major-
ity banks and ATM’s had no enough 
money or mechanism to combat 
the unseen eventuality. My 91years 
old, retired District court judge friend 
said, “ India seems to have that inner 
strength to resist against such evils... 
We, now easily cow down...”  Prof 
James had earlier said: “not many 
Western democratic countries would 
so easily accept their Prime Ministers 
whims...” 
 

In “An Ecstasy of Ideas, the times of 
India writes: “A part from the buffer-
ing caused to vulnerable sections of 
the population such as migrant la-
bourers, farmers, senior citizens and 
those employed in the informal sec-
tor, a cash drought running into 9 
weeks will likely cut enough growth 
and jobs over the next year. Even the 
government expects that growth over 
next two quarters will take a hit. While 
the gains from demonetisation are 
are nebulous - black money will not 

go away as long as wildly unrealistic 
pending caps on election campaign 
funding are allowed to stay in place 
the pain is tangible and not about to 
go away easily.”

The Winter Session of Parliament 
witnessed rare uproar in both the 
House. For first mine days Narendra 
skipped attending any session. A se-
nior journalist friend from Delhi said: 
“ Modi will be the only PM who has 
so far absented himself from both the 
Houses.” Mr. Modi leaves no chance 
to be “emotional” before our unedu-
cated, simple crowds! All his “Man ki 
baath’s” are his own tales, why then 
he feels shy to face the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha?!

Meanwhile, many channels and news-
papers are engaged in digging out 
(possible?) benefits of note - bandhi 
and ‘Kala dhan’!

They are His Master’s Voice...

by Ignatius Dabhi
Sr. Journalist



1112 December 2016 

Last line or Everlasting 
line, Modiji?

The government [rather Modi] says he 
demonetised the big notes for the sake of 
the poor and this line is the last one. He 
has also promised money in Jan Dhan ac-
counts [like 15 lakhs from billions stacked 
abroad?]. Hope the lines stop someday. 
The opposition says they are stalling the 
parliament as their hearts bleed for the 
downtrodden who have been put to im-
mense hardship. But do the people at the 
lowest level have the big notes to exchange 
in the first place. The whole scenario is con-
fusing. Nobody seems to be bothered about 
the middle class which is hard hit. The poor 
do not have the notes and the super-rich 
do not keep currency notes but notes on 
various investments in real estate or other 
avenues. The middle class has a few big 
notes which they had kept for the day to 
day expenses and now are stuck with them 
with long queues. How many leaders have 
stood in the queue, except Rahul, I wonder! 
Then how can they experience the agony 
of the poor ?

The government is proceeding on the 
flawed  premise that those who question 
them are not in favour of the step, per se. 
This is grossly unfair because barring one 
party nobody is saying the decision was 
wrong. The implementation or rather the 
preparedness was tardy.  The government 
is actually trying to obfuscate by saying 
those who question them are anti-national. 
That is a very easy way out. They know it 
otherwise there was not need to tap the so-
cial media to feel the pulse of the people.  
When 93% of the respondents said that the 
move was brilliant they said the obvious. 
You do not need to resort to survey to find 
out if there is black money in the country. 
We all know that. We also know that it was 
there yesterday, is there today and will be 
there tomorrow as well. When 43% say that 
they did not mind the inconvenience, by 
default, 57% [majority] did mind. Certain 
answers go far beyond ‘yes’ or ‘no’. Did the 
government fathom that more than 60 peo-
ple will lose their precious lives and pray, 
for what. Somebody dies of heart-attack; 
another lady gets a baby instead of cash. 
Many must have gone hungry despite hav-
ing money. Did the politicians go hungry?

The government could have brought a 
new designed 500 rupee note [ a new se-
ries] simultaneously and also kept huge 
stock of 100 rupee notes at various RBI re-
gional offices to meet the demand once the 
old notes were made defunct. In a country 
of our size, where e-payment system is in its 
infancy, it was too drastic a step to demon-

etise all the big notes at one go. The govern-
ment is aware it has messed up things. The 
best way for them is to attack the opposition 
and the  government machinery and the BJP 
party are busy trying to malign the opposi-
tion instead of accepting that it has goofed 
up. The PM could have as well taken on the 
opposition in the Parliament and not at pub-
lic rallies where, unlike Parliament, nobody 
can ask counter questions. He likes mono-
logues – loves his own voice.

In the good old days, opposition parties 
walked out of Parliament if they were un-
happy and rest of the house functioned. The 
BJP introduced the concept of stalling the 
House by creating ruckus inside the house 
especially during the second innings of the 
UPA-2. Today they are getting it back in a big-
ger way. It is easy to say ‘the circumstances 
were different then’. They were actually ‘liv-
ing’ in the well of the House.  They must first 
admit that they were totally wrong in doing 
so and that they will never do it again. You 
cannot [like the devil] quote the scriptures to 
the opposition parties.

By the way, in a country which has a size-
able illeterate population below the poverty 
line can hardly be expected to have mobile 
phones to download Apps and give his or 
her comment on the exercise initiated by the 
Prime Minister. Is the PM saying if you do not 
have food to eat you must at least be hav-
ing an Android mobile phone – so use it and 
give me your feedback. Only 5 lakh people 
responded and most of them could be BJP 
party men [which is 0.04% of 130 crores].  
You take it as overwhelming support for the 
actions of the government. 22.5 crores of 
Jan Dhan accounts were opened with some 
5 crore deposits. Now they have suddenly 
become rich with 75,000 crores. Modi-Magic 
working, I must say. By the way, it appears 
that with nobody giving change, the 2000 ru-
pee notes have a secret in-built lock-in peri-
od till end of December. With no cash, banks 
are returning our cheques [despite having 
balance] saying “Refer to Drawer” [Modi].

*****

Disposal of the Ashes of the 
dead

Pope Francis has proclaimed that the 
ashes of the dead cannot be scattered 
around but should be stored in a sacred 
place like the cemetery, reverentially, one 
hopes. It makes sense to the extent that the 
same should not be scattered but not to al-
lowing it to be stored in a private place or 
even in one’s home is rather too harsh a dic-

tum. The Church still favours burial which 
is considered a fitting way to express faith 
and hope in the resurrection just like Jesus 
Christ. Until the sixties of the last century 
burial was the only form of disposal of the 
mortal remains. Any other form meant de-
nial of even the last rites. This was changed 
then and cremation was reluctantly accept-
ed as a legitimate form, though frowned 
upon all the same. 

Only in the sunset decade of the last 
millennium the concept of cremation was 
incorporated in the Canon Law and since 
then the practice has caught up. In the USA 
it is catching up fast. Perhaps with shortage 
of space for burial grounds, this method is 
the solution especially in the crowded cit-
ies. Let us accept it. This is more hygienic 
since no decay is involved. The Church 
should actually encourage cremation. It is 
time to come out of rigidity in thought pro-
cess. The dead will resurrect irrespective of 
burial [dust] or cremation [ashes]. There 
are numerous cases where the bodies of 
the victims of ill-fated ships or air crash and 
even drowning are never found despite all 
efforts. Such victims are neither buried nor 
cremated and yet they will rise again on the 
last day. The Church, time and again, has 
shown that it is receptive to the needs of the 
faithful and it should continue doing so with 
an open mind.

On the issue of preservation of ashes, 
home of the deceased person should 
be considered sacred if not most sacred. 
There cannot be a better ‘resting’ place – 
there is no place like home, they say. The 
family members will take great care if they 
are allowed to preserve the urn [however 
small] with ashes in the home. Cemeteries 
bury thousands of dead annually. They too 
are facing space crunch. Where will they 
find sufficient place for storage in a digni-
fied way? The remains, after excavation, 
are generally dumped in a well and may be 
crushed but to think that the same will be 
stored with ‘full dignity’ is something that 
may not convince many.  Cemeteries, es-
pecially the public ones, are not manned by 
the Church on day to day basis and it would 
be too much to expect sensitivity from them 
especially since it is a sort of commercial 
activity for them. 

VIEWS on NEWS                                                             

by Marshall  Sequeira
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In several parts of India Christmas 
is celebrated with pomp and show, 
zeal and enthusiasm; also the differ-
ent customs and traditions add an 
interesting flavour to the celebration 
of this festival here in our country. We 
celebrate Christmas in our own style 
and traditions in different parts and 
regions.

Goa 
Goa is a connotation for celebration, 
especially, when it comes to Christ-
mas. With its sizable Roman Catholic 
population and not to forget Portu-
guese legacy, Goa has the impres-
sion of celebrating Christmas with im-
mense zeal and pomp and show. The 
party capital of India becomes livelier 
during the Advent Season and one 
can actually feel the much spoken 
warmth of Christmas. The entire city 
is decorated with poinsettia flowers 
and lights.  In the midnight, masses 
sing carols and this goes on till early 
hours of the morning. Even the beach 
shacks and restaurants serve Christ-
mas lunches and dinners and have 
live bands playing. There all night long 
parties organized on the beaches like 
Anjuna, Mapusa and Candolim. 

Puducherry 

The French influence in Puducherry 
has done some good indeed! If you 
are seeking a zealous Christmas cel-
ebration that is peaceful at the same 
time, then Puducherry is the place for 
you. Like Goa, Puducherry also have a 

good amount of Roman Catholic pop-
ulation, which means that this Union 
Territory has also got its own way of 
celebrating this joyful occasion. Dur-
ing the Christmas season, Puduch-
erry becomes brighter and you can 
feel the exuberance in the ambiance 
and you are compelled to be a part 
of it. The church service on the day 
of Christmas in Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, Eglise de Notre Dame 
des Anges (The Church of Our Lady of 
Angels), The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Immaculate Conception, Church 
of the Assumption, The Church of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, and Church of Our 
Lady of Good Health are quite a sight 
to witness. 

Kerala 
We all know that Kerala is the home 
of several churches and very well can 
guess that it can be one of the best 
places to celebrate Christmas. Each 
street is decorated and the churches 
remain open almost all night. The res-
taurants offer heavy discounts on food 
and drink. There is a local touch to 
this high spirit festival and it is some-
thing that you need to witness rather 
than be told about. Adding to the joy 
are gorgeous beaches and serene 
backwaters, where you surely want to 
spend some time. 

Mumbai 

Mumbai is yet another place in India, 
where the warmth of Christmas can 

be greatly felt. The bakeries are re-
plete with season’s best desserts and 
the shopping falls are decorated in a 
way to give festive feel. The western 
suburb of Bandra is the specific area 
where the spirit of Christmas can be 
felt the most, this area is mostly in-
habited by Catholics and thus one 
can see the houses and streets deco-
rated with lights and Christmas trees. 
Also, there are many churches in 
Mumbai such as Holy Name Cathe-
dral, Saint Thomas’s Cathedral, Glo-
ria Church, Saint Michael’s Church, 
Mount Mary’s Basilica, Saint Peter’s 
Church, Saint Andrew’s Church and 
Lady of Immaculate Conception, 
where you can attend lively midnight 
mass. Since, Mumbai is a excellent 
place to party, you can expect lot of 
Christmas eve parties here as well. 

Daman and Diu 

Thanks to the Portuguese connection 
that this Union Territory in India has 
a charming way of celebrating Christ-
mas. Situated off the coast of Gujarat, 
the otherwise quiet Daman and Diu 
becomes lively and bright during the 
Christmas season. Several cultural 
shows are organized here; one can 
even see Portuguese dance form like 
Corrindinho here. The vibrant lamps 
brighten the night sky making these 
places phenomenal during the festive 
season. One may also like to attend 
the mass in churches like Saint Paul’s 
Church, Se Cathedral and Church of 
Our Lady of Rosary. 

Dadra Nagar and Haveli
Dadra Nagar and Haveli are some 
of lesser spoken about destinations, 
however, they have great potentials 
to become popular tourist places in 
India. Ideally, December is the best 
time to see this Union Territory as 
one can witness the grand celebra-

Best Places in India to 
Celebrate Christmas
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tion here. Christmas is celebrated in 
traditional way and has a tribal touch, 
which is quite interesting to see. There 
are some beautiful churches in Dadra 
Nagar and Haveli and on the occa-
sion of Christmas they are decorated 
magnificently. One can attend mass 
service in one of the Churches that 
are full of festive spirit. Apart from this, 
Dadra Nagar and Haveli have some 
exotic beaches, where you and your 
loved ones can spend some quality 
time on Christmas. 

Kolkata 

The City of Joy becomes brighter and 
livelier during the Christmas season. 
The aroma of fruit cake and pastries 
fill the air and markets become crowd-
ed. Although, Christmas is not one of 
the major celebrations in Kolkata, the 
city has some affection attached to it. 
Park Street is one place that makes 
the festive mood go extravagant. You 
may find that the apart from Chris-
tians, people from other communities 
offering prayers and singing carols in 
the midnight mass in the churches. 
Also, during the festive season heavy 
discounts on items in the market can 
be seen, which keeps the bazaars in 
Kolkata quite busy. Light and sound 
exhibition, rock music, shimmering 
lights and delectable food makes the 
ambiance in the city merrier! 

Shillong 

A beautiful Christmas celebration 
waits at Shillong for you. Since, not 
many people visit Shillong in the 
winter, you have the chance to cel-
ebrate a peaceful yet joyful Christmas 
here. There is a sizable population 
of Christians here, thus Christmas is 

celebrated here with much zeal and 
enthusiasm. The streets, houses and 
churches are decorated with shim-
mering lights; people prepare tradi-
tional cuisine and spend time signing 
carols and hymns in the evening. Few 
churches also have local bands play-
ing the gospel music. 

Manali 
Are you dreaming of a white Christ-
mas in India? If yes, Manali can be 
the right place for you. This popular 
Himachal’s destination is perfect for 
those who want to celebrate the Christ-
mas amidst real snow. Mostly it snows 
during the Christmas time in Manali, 
which gives the tourist the chance to 
enjoy skiing and making snowman 
or simply throwing snowball at each 
other. One may also like to live in one 
of the log huts that definitely enhance 
the Christmas mood. However, make 
sure you book hotels in advance as 
many people during December visit 
Manali. 

Bangalore 
Christmas is celebrated with exuber-
ant spirit in Bangalore. The entire city 
gets decked up during the advent 
season and places like malls, markets 
and restaurant start to offer discounts 
and special menus respectively. The 
areas predominant by Christians are 
tastefully decorated. A large number 
of events are organized in the city in 
order to make Christmas more fasci-
nating and fun. At the churches such 
as St. Mary’s Basilica, Christian Fel-
lowship Church and City Harvest AG 
Church one may also like to attend 
the midnight mass. 

Delhi 

Vivacious Delhi gets yet another rea-
son to party in December. During the 
Christmas season, Delhi enjoys a feel 
of sensation throughout its length and 
breadth with shopping malls decorat-
ed, Christian localities bathed in shim-

mering lights and clubs and lounges 
throwing theme parties every now 
and then. The popularity of this festi-
val can also be proven with the large 
crowd irrespective of religion in the 
Sacred Heart Church in Connaught 
Place in the midnight mass. Even the 
chilly weather cannot diminish the 
charm of the warmth of Christmas 
that this city holds. Delhi is certainly 
one place in India, where Christmas 
celebration is worth witnessing. 

Mangalore

Christmas is celebrated with much 
devotion and vigour across the par-
ishes in the city of Mangalore. The 
entire city is adorned with sparkling 
lights and twinkling stars in cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus Christ 
the Saviour. Christians flocked the 
churches to attend the special Mass. 
Carol singing, colourful cribs and vi-
brant Christmas Trees added colour 
to the festivity. Colonialism of the eras 
past, has added certain nostalgia that 
defines a certain shape to Christmas. 
Heart thumping  for a special time 
with Mai & Aab (Grandma & Grandpa) 
the elders and relatives of all possible 
degrees. Children (now fewer), glee-
fully making plans for ‘Nektr’ (star) or 
‘Guddeep’ (lantern) with bamboo or 
coconut sticks and coloured tissue, 
and decorations to match. The big 
attraction-the elaborate ‘CRIB’ (Gar-
danache Gotto) with the young and 
old pitching in. This season is also 
peak of the Catholic Wedding sea-
son, The popularity of the Christmas 
Crib in Mangalore is ancient. The Crib 
has always had a special place with 
young and old making this realistic 
and larger than life. 
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Marriage and divorce are both 
common experiences. In 
Western cultures, more than 

90 percent of people marry by age 
50. Healthy marriages are good for 
couples’ mental and physical health. 
They are also good for children; 
growing up in a happy home protects 
children from mental, physical, edu-
cational and social problems.

Government of India enacted Family 
Court Act - 1984 in order to address 
growing number of divorce cases and 
disputes between wife and husband. 
Every town having more than 10 lakh 
population gets a family court. Divorce 
cases tell new and painful stories as 
husband and wife are separated after 
a long period of stay ending in angry 
battle for selfish motives or search for 
better pasture is a daily drama in the 
courts.

Rajesh Khanna lived separate from 
his wife Dimple Kapadia without di-
vorcing her. Dharmendra though 
married has relationship with Meena 
Kumari, Leena Chandavarkar and ul-
timately married Hema Malini as his 
second wife. Aamir khan divorced 
his wife to marry Kiran Rao. He had 
several illicit relationships including 
a British woman who had claimed he 
fathered her son too. Famous writers 
who authored several books Khush-
want Singh, Kamleshwar, Rajendra 
Yadav were charged of having mul-
tiple illicit relationships with beautiful 
women.

Divorce: A look at human nature

An American has record of marry-
ing 60 women, divorcing one by one 
a trial to get suitable match. At last, 
he found the truth by simply mend-
ing his thoughts. In this modern age, 
even Sanyasis are not of stable mind. 
They spread religion of rigidity and 
not of unity. We must realise God - 
the Almighty with peace of mind de-
tached from worldly affairs. It is called 
‘dhyan’. We must have peace of mind 
and mental balance without greed and 
hatred. It will bring miracles, health, 
wealth, happiness and brotherhood. 
Our greed, lust, luxuries and hatred 
lead towards terror, exploitation, war 
and social disputes. It can never be 
solved by courts alone unless we 
mend ourselves in positive and con-
structive mind-set. Best way of social 
life is marry once and be satisfied, 
fulfil your duties of the family, nation 
and world. Multiple marriage can nev-
er satisfy any man or woman - it is a 
mental lust and social evil.

Mutual divorce 
under Christian laws
1) Any marriage solemnized, whether before 
or after the commencement of the Indian 
Divorce (Amendment) Act, 2001, may, on a 
petition presented to the District Court either 
by the husband or the wife, be dissolve on 
the ground that since the solemnization of 
the marriage, the respondent

(i) has committed adultery; or

(ii) has ceased to be Christian by conver-
sion to another religion; or

(iii) has been incurably of unsound mind 
for a continuous period of not less than two 
years immediately preceding the presenta-
tion of the petition; or

(iv) has, for a period of not less than two 
years immediately preceding the presenta-
tion of the petition, been suffering from a 
virulent and incurable form of leprosy; or

(v) has, for a period of not less than two 
years immediately preceding the presenta-
tion of the petition, been suffering from ve-
nereal disease in a communicable form; or

(vi) has not been heard of as being alive for 
a period of seven years or more by those 
persons who would naturally have heard of 
the respondent if the respondent had been 
alive; or

(vii) has wilfully refused to consummate the 
marriage and the marriage has not therefore 
been consummated; or

(viii) has failed to comply with a decree for 
restitution of conjugal rights for a period of 
two years or upwards after the passing of 
the decree against the respondent; or

(ix) has deserted the petitioner for at least 
two years immediately preceding the pre-
sentation of the petition; or

(x) has treated the petitioner with such cru-
elty as to cause a reasonable apprehension 
in the mind of the petitioner that it would be 
harmful or injurious for the petitioner to live 
with the respondent.

(2) A wife may also present a petition for the 
dissolution of her marriage on the ground 
that the husband has, since the solemniza-
tion of the marriage, been guilty of rape, 
sodomy or bestiality.".

A new ruling by India's Su-
preme Court holds that the 
decrees of ecclesiastical 
courts have no standing 
under civil law, so Indian 
Catholics who remarry after 
obtaining an annulment the-
oretically would be guilty of 
bigamy unless they first also 
get a secular divorce.
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Disobedience ranks among 
the most horrid of all human 
sins, a mortal sin violating 
God’s Word and the Word 

is God. Disobedience is a coded 
word, meaning to willfully and with full 
knowledge defy the mandate of the 
Lord’s law.

“Mortal sin is sin whose object is 
grave matter and which is also com-
mitted with full knowledge and de-
liberate consent” (CCC 1857.131). 
Disobedient, is an adjective and in 
simple terms means ‘refusing to be 
obedient’.

Pope Francis was obedient and be-
lieved in the Roman Catholic Church’s 
ban on women as priests. It was one 
of  his most definitive remark on the 
subject. The pontiff  referred to the 
document of 1994 given by Pope St. 
John Paul II who had announced “ the 
last word on this and it stands”. Pope 
Francis will not be disobedient, and 
he prays that no future pope will over-
turn the verdict. The ban on women 
becoming priests is forever.

Disobedience was the first mortal sin 
related to human beings, although 
one would say that the rebellion of 
the angels was the first sin, yes – but 
the backlash here is tied to the word 
‘Mortal’, and angels are not. So, the 
mortal sin as we know it was sown in 
the word disobedience and applied to 
homo Sapiens.

Disobedience in any field of  human 
endeavor is considered a violation, a 
serious sin not to accept the word of a 
leader for the better good of, let’s say 
a nation or a cause.

Recently, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s surgical hit on black money 
lacerated the country like the appear-
ance of  a wound. It was India’s big-
gest crackdown on corruption. The 
media howled and the population 

cursed. The Prime Minister had de-
monetized Rs.500 and Rs.1000 cur-
rency. The rest is history.

Many citizens disobeyed the orders 
to declare or exchange their black 
money.  Consequences had to follow 
and many in sheer desperation burnt, 
mutilated and discarded their illegal 
cash. The fallout of disobedience 
led to unhappy and violent moments 
among the corrupt. Disobedience to 
follow rules, obey the law, or promote 
honest living had paid a high price.

Disobedience took its evil root in Par-
adise. In the Garden of Eden, the ‘per-
fect earth’ with a natural pulchritude 
look, engineered by the Creator’s 
divine love for excellence in peace, 
happiness and a place for everlasting 
praise of  God.  Paradise was the ulti-
mate definition of the word Utopia – till 
disobedience stepped in and created 
the first mortal sin through our first 
parents.

The Holy Bible informs us that God 
created humankind in His image and 
likeness to have power over the ani-
mals, birds of the air and fish and all 
other creatures that moved across the 
earth. He created a human male and 
female to be companions and never 
know loneliness. They were Adam 
and Eve.

God blessed them and said, “ Be fruit-
ful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it…” (Gen. 1: 28).

“And the Lord God commanded the 
man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree 
of the garden; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you do eat 
of it you shall die.’(Gen.2:16-17).

Satan tempted Eve and she was pre-
pared to eat the fruit, compelling her 
husband to also eat the forbidden 
fruit, both having full knowledge of 

what they were doing in the act of be-
ing disobedient to God’s will.

That day, the pursuit of happiness, 
peace and freedom would be no more. 
Going against God’s word to be like 
God was a mortal sin. The mistake of 
our first parents was a deeply painful 
one, which marked the beginning of a 
new earth destined to be ripped apart 
in greed, hate, jealousy, murder, and 
violence.

St. Paul in his letter to the Romans 
said, “For just as by the one man’s dis-
obedience, the many were made sin-
ners, so by the one man’s obedience 
the many will be made righteous.” 
(Rom.5:19).  This passage was made 
with reference to Adam and Christ Je-
sus.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
makes it clear: Mortal sin is a grave 
violation of God’s law (CCC 1855).

Throughout the history of the Catho-
lic Church we discover how man’s 
disobedience to God’s word had 
changed the course of human lives 
and empires. In modern times, the 
lust for evil, the greed for wealth, the 
pursuit of violence and intolerance 
has given us a world of fear and hate 
to live in – an earth in which we must 
brave the odds, have mercy on the 
enemy and yet, bear the brunt of evil 
men. As God’s faithful followers we 
can never be disobedient.

“God has imprisoned all in disobedi-
ence, that he may be merciful to all.” 
(Rom. 11:32).

Disobedience
Was The First Mortal Sin

By  MelVyn BROWn

The Secular Citizen
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There are those who talk and 
those who walk the talk. Berna-
dette Pimenta belongs to the 

latter category. Her NGO , a regis-
tered Trust, SevaDham celebrated 25 
years of scintillating achievements, at 
a well-attended function on the 19 th 
November,2016 in Thane.

SevaDham was born in  the year 
1991 as a follow up to the Archdioc-
esan Consultation  held in Mumbai,at 
which Mother ( St. ) Teresa of Kolka-
ta was the Guest of Honour. Pimenta 
wanted something  concrete to come 
out of all those deliberations and tak-
ing a leaf from the Saint of the Gutters` 
notebook ,  sought her advice /bless-
ings and before she knew it, her Social 
Service Outreach, sprang to life !

Over the past two and a half 
decades,it has taken up every con-
ceivable challenge and left its mark on 
the lives of thousands: empowering 
the exploited; uplifting the downtrod-
den; infusing hope in the depressed; 
coordinating with other groups/organi-
zations  to give a life to those who had 
none to speak of, whilst also improving 
the quality of life of those  who saw no 
future in theirs.

A film depicting Seva Dham`s ac-
tivities since its inception, excellently 
narrated ,was one of the highlights of 
the function which included the light-
ing of the lamp, inter faith prayers  and 
a well delivered speech by Founder/
Vice- Chairperson Ms. Pimenta ,which 
traced Seva Dham's journey over the 
years bringing miles of smiles to so 

Seva  Dham's 
Silver Jubilee Celebration 

many. To give some indication, the 
programme included song/dance/skit 
performances by the Tribals of Yeoor, 
inmates of the Mental Hospital, Ob-
servation (Remand ) Home Children, 
Snehalaya, (centre for Special People 
) Senior Citizens, Aasra Children, the 
Urban Homeless and several oth-
ers. Seva Dham`s  outreach involves, 
awareness programmes, counselling, 
picnics, medical camps, competitions, 
exhibitions, prison ministry, distribut-
ing items especially blankets in winter 
to the homeless, as well as enabling 
the chemically dependent get profes-
sional help.

The Church was represented by 
their Lordships Bishop Dominic Savio 
( Guest of Honour ) Bishop Bosco Pen-
ha, Bishop Percival Fernandes  ,whose 
presence demonstrated the high re-
gard for Seva Dham and its endeav-
ours as a multicultural organisation 
working  for unity and development 
in a multi cultural society. A message 
was read out from His Eminence Car-
dinal Oswald Gracias ,away in Rome, 
who expressed his deep regret at his 
inability to be present  ,complimenting 
SevaDham on the tremendous work 
being done and wishing the team even  
greater success in the future.

Bishop Savio in his brief speech, 
while congratulating SD on its jubilee 
of dedicated service, said that love 
helps one to see the Face of God in 
those they serve and for the less-for-
tunate to see the Face of God in those 
serving them.

As Seva Dham celebrates 25 years 
of serving God in Humanity, ( 1991- 
2016 )of reaching out to the least, 
the last and the  lost, it is hoped that 
“ the Silver Tide reaches the Harbour 
of Gold “and the team continues to 
live up to St. Teresa`s  blessing “ let 
all who meet you, leave happier than 
before. “

The function ended with a Vote of 
Thanks by Seva Dham`s  Chairperson 
Dr. Tabassum Shaikh and the National 
Anthem

—Bernie Tellis

What Is 
Treasury 

Bill?
Treasury Bill is issued by the Reserve 
Bank of India on behalf of the Cen-
tral Government. They are issued for 
fixed tenures and are of short dura-
tion. At present, Treasury Bills are 
available for 91 days, 182 days, and 
364 days. They are issued at a dis-
count and on maturity, the investor 
gets the face value of the securities, 
So, the return is fixed and since the 
bills are backed by the Government, 
they are a safe and sure avenue of 
investment. Treasury Bills are issued 
throught an auction process. They 
are available for a minimum amount 
of Rs 25,000 and thereafter in mul-
tiples of Rs.25,000, the auction may 
be price based or yield based.

Thanksgiving
Thanks to St. Fran-
cis Xavier for the 
favours granted. 
Praying for more 
favours.

— Travor A. Fernandes 
Pune
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Poona churches, con-
vents give banned 
notes data to I-T
Pune: Not just Goan churches, but 
across the Poona Diocese, informa-
tion has been sought regarding the 
number of demonetised notes of Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 held by them on the 
closing day of November 8.

“We were shocked to receive the no-
tice from the Income Tax Department 
not just at churches but also at schools 
run by the Poona Diocesan Education 
Society and Sisters’ Convents,” Fa-
ther Malcolm Sequeira, Vicar-General, 
Diocese of Poona told The Indian Ex-
press.

The timing of such notices has come 
under much flak as the church gears 
up to celebrate Christmas.

The notice, dated November 16 this 
year, was issued by Milind Chahure, 
Deputy Commissioner of Income Tax 
(Exemptions) Circle, Pune, to the 
Poona Diocesan Corporation Private 
Limited. Authorities here received it on 
November 19 — a day after the dead-
line for submitting the information had 
lapsed.

The information was sought under 
133 (6)of the IT Act, 1961 with a warn-
ing that failure to comply within time 
would attract penalty.

In the backdrop of currency ban, the 
notice said that “it was aware of the 
pressure or temptation that there 
could be on trusts and societies to ac-
commodate others.” Bank deposits 
will be part of in-depth scrutiny after 
December 30, the notice said. It fur-
ther instructed the Corporation to sub-
mit the cash balance of all its institu-
tions and churches from March 31 to 
November 8 this year.

“Many have received these notices af-

ter the deadline had lapsed. Our audi-
tor has requested for time to provide 
details and while the Poona Diocesan 
Corporation Ltd has submitted the in-
formation, some convents could only 
give it today,” Fr Sequeira said.

Source: Indian Express 

GE sets up Bengaluru 
Digital Hub
American conglomerate General Elec-
tric has chosen Bengaluru to set up of 
its largest Digital Hub.

Currently employing 1,500 highly 
skilled IT and software professionals, 
the GE Digital Hub will create an addi-
tional 1,000 technology positions. The 
new location will deliver world-class 
solutions for the Industrial Internet 
of Things (IIoT) for GE’s customers, 
making it easier for industrial com-
panies to execute a strategic digital 
transformation to drive internal pro-
ductivity, GE said in a statement.

The new hub will be a centre to co-
create industrial software and analyt-
ics solutions with customers and GE 
experts, aimed at solving complex 
business problems.  

Europe keen on India’s 
open skies
European countries like Greece, the 
Netherlands and Sweden have ex-
pressed an interest in striking an open 
skies agreement with India.

The government had recently an-
nounced changes to the National Civil 
Aviation Policy (NCAP) to enter into 
open skies agreement with SAARC 
countries and with those beyond 
5,000-km radius from Delhi. An open 
sky agreement between two nations 
allows carriers from respective coun-
tries to operate any number of flights 
to any city in that country. Under the 

NCAP, India’s aviation ministry has re-
stricted the number of stations that a 
foreign airline can operate in.

The aim of the new policy is to signifi-
cantly enhance India’s international 
connectivity. 

New York City Woman 
Finds Lost Wedding 
Ring in Trash Dump 
It took two hours of sifting through 
more than 200 bags of garbage at a 
New Jersey trash-transfer station be-
fore a New York City woman was re-
united with three rings she mistakenly 
discarded.

The New York Daily News reports the 
34-year-old woman was preparing 
Thanksgiving dinner at her Tribeca 
apartment when she removed the 
rings and placed them on a paper 
towel by the sink.

The jewelry, which included the wom-
an's diamond-studded wedding band 
and engagement ring, accidentally 
wound up in the trash and was picked 
up by garbage collectors on Friday.

By the time the woman contacted 
the city Department of Sanitation, the 
rings were among 13 tons of waste in 
a collection truck.

The woman, three relatives and sani-
tation workers helped search for the 
rings.

Sanitation officials say the rings were 
found because junk mail identified the 
woman's trash.

Open Day & night

24 hOurs ambulance service
39/a, Chimbai  Road, nr St. andrews Church, 
Bandra (West),  Mumbai - 400 050
Tel:   2643  9157 / 2641 4102 / 09892603393

HOly CROSS
Undertaker  &  ScUlptor

Funeral Furnishing, Coffin Supply,  Hearse 
for Funerals, Wooden Crosses, Lowering 
Machine, Taped music / Band / Morchary 
Cards, Bodies Refrigerated, Embalming, 
Building Tomb Stones, Marble & Granite 
Engraving, Cremation, Sending Body to 
any part of the World, Advertise in “Times 
of India”
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Often we hear about some peo-
ple or political parties going on 
strikes. Sometimes, there is a 

strike of labourers in a factory, a strike 
called by students or teachers in col-
leges or universities, strikes by doc-
tors and nurses in hospitals or bandh 
announced by various political parties 
on one pretext or another. But what-
ever it is, strikes surely have become 
the order of the day. They have be-
come an inseparable part of our daily 
life. Today, if we look closely at the 
psychology of the workers, it can be 
safely concluded that hartals have be-
come the sole means of getting one’s 
demands accepted. It is not only the 
unskilled workers and labourers who 
resort to strikes but even qualified 
professionals like doctors, teachers, 
engineers and lawyers whenever their 
demands are not met.

There are many causes of strikes. 
In some cases, workers stop work as 
they are unhappy with the policies 
of the company. But strikes vitally af-
fect the life of the common man as 
it may disrupt electricity, water sup-
ply. It brings a host of problems for 
citizens who will be at the receiving 
end. People ask for their rights but 
are totally irresponsible in doing their 
duty. They do not hesitate to damage 
public property, burn buses and hurt 
innocent people. Students, profes-
sionals and unskilled labourers, all 
resort to this kind of arson and vio-
lence. But before they go into stop-

Strikes disrupt citizens’ 
normal lives

ping honest hardworking people from 
earning a day or a few days’ wages, 
they ought to remember the words of 
the late American President, John F. 
Kennedy’s quote, “Ask not what your 
country can do for you, but ask what 
you can do for your country.”

The striking workers of an indus-
try or a service maybe well within their 
right to use the weapon of strike be-
cause it is a recognized trade union 
right. They may be fully justified in 
their demands. But that does not 
mean that it is right to choose hartal 
as a means of imposing pressure on 
the concerned authorities. The work-
ers on strike may benefit by forcing 
the employer to accept their demands 
but people suffer if a general strike is 
called for. The common man cannot 
go on a strike against such injustice 
done to him by the strike mongers.

Sometimes strikes take a violent 
turn as many innocent people are 
killed or sustain injuries. Houses of in-
nocent citizens, schools and religious 
places are set on fire. It creates a law 
and order problem. At times, police 
have to resort to tough measures and 
curfew needs to be clamped. The 
common man is unable to get food 
supplies and other essential com-
modities for daily use.

So, in a way, strikes and bandhs 
are a curse to the society. But these 
cannot be banned or stopped.  In-
stead, one should try to develop con-
sciousness in people to be aware of 
their duties along with their rights. 
The need of the day isn’t to impose a 
blanket ban on strikes, but to learn to 
behave responsibly in the larger inter-
est of the nation and common good. 
Bandhs and strikes in India have be-
come an integral feature of the mun-
dane life of the Indian citizens. The 
history of bandhs, hartals, etc. is quite 
extensive and is associated with many 
political parties.

— Jubel D’Cruz, 
Dombivili

Do you know..
1) Debit Cards charge between 0.5% 

to 1% to the retailer Or money re-
ceiver for every transaction.

2) Credit Cards charge beteen 1.5%-
2.5% to the retailer of the money re-
ceiver for every transaction

3) PayTM/Freecharge/ Jio Money and 
other E-wallets charger 2.5% -3.5% 
when you want to transfer your e-
wallet money into your bank a/c 

RBI data shows every month around 
2.25 lakh crore (Anually Rs 25 -30 
lakh crores) is withdrawn from 
ATM's across India. And it is esti-
mated that along with bank with-
drawals a total of Rs 75 lakh crore 
is withdrawn ( both banks and 
ATMs) on a yearly basis All this is 
accounted/tax payed money which 
is withdrawn from banks..Currently 
just 3% of transactions are in elec-
tronic mode..

If this 75 lakh crore is converted to 
a #cashlesseconomy look at how 
much the companies will earn..(75 
lakh crores * 2% average)  Rs 1.5 
lakh crore per year .. NO KIDDING!

This is the biggest Open Scam. Di-
rect Benefit for Corporates like Reli-
ance, PayTM, Banks etc of Rs 1.5 
lakh crore per year..

Which makes me wonder was De-
monetization done to end black 
money or was it done to benefit 
Corporates?
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Inspiration!

It’s tempting to challenge our-
selves by deciding to make ma-
jor changes. These often include 
changing bad habits or improv-

ing our current flaws. However, the 
bigger the change we aim to make, 
the easier it is to fail and, in doing so, 
discourage ourselves from attempting 
such changes in future. The changes 
may seem small, but as well all know: 
dynamite comes in small packages.

Make time for yourself: 
It’s so easy to get caught up in the day-
to-day drama and rush that constitutes 
life nowadays that many of us forget 
to make time for ourselves. Don’t feel 
bad carving out that me-time—it’s es-
sential! Find that activity that rejuve-
nates you and make time for it daily. 

Be more selective about what you 
consume: 
Starting the year with a rigid exer-
cise program is commendable, but 
knowing what you’re eating is just as 
important. It’s also easy to focus on 
eating healthy foods, but forget about 
hydrating our bodies and balancing 
our meals.

Dress up for yourself: 
Many people dress up for special oc-
casions only whether these are work 
functions, parties, weddings or dates. 
Most of us have at least one item of 
clothing in our closet that is reserved 
for these “special occasions”, but isn’t 
every day a special occasion? You 
deserve to feel special every day and 
look good just for yourself.

Sign up for a class: 
Whether it’s a workout class, learning 

a new skill or even a course at your lo-
cal college, sign up for something that 
you look forward to attending. There’s 
no point in enrolling for daily Zumba 
classes because you feel obliged to 
workout more.

Go to bed at a regular hour: 
It’s easy to get into the habit of surviv-
ing on just four or five hours of sleep 
per night and ‘making it up’ on week-
ends or holidays. However, there are 
many emotional, mental and physical 
health benefits to going to bed daily at 
a reasonable and regular hour. Get the 
rest you need before you get sick.

Be there for people you care about:
Going out to dinner or coffee with 
friends? Put your phone away! It’s 
too easy these days to give people 
only half our attention when talking on 
the phone or listening to their stories, 
especially when we’re out in larger 
groups. There’s really no need to al-
ways be on our phones when we’re 
with other people. 

Scale down on the e-clutter: 
We all have them: e-newsletters and 
subscriber updates for sites that we 
don’t even remember signing up for. 
Start the year right by reducing your 
e-clutter so that you don’t have to deal 
with it daily.

but make you miserable, don’t follow 
her on Facebook. Stop comparing 
yourself to your friends and focus on 
the fantastic things in your life.

Set work goals: 
With so many things to do, it’s easy to 
feel overwhelmed daily. Try to set spe-
cific goals for yourself and focus on 
the most important things you need 
to achieve at work. The goals should 
always be written down and accom-
plishing them should be viewed as 
victories rather than something to 
cross off a to-do list.

Set a budget and save: 
it’s never too early to start saving-es-
pecially for the retirement. However, 
savings can also be for something 
fun like a vacation, special present 
or even that investment thing you’ve 
been eyeing.

Be kind to yourself: 
Change can take time to implement: 
sometimes we succeed quickly, other 
times we fail and fall before we rise up 
again. Don’t beat yourself up when 
you make a mistake or fail. Being kind 
to others is important but it’s even 
more important that we’re kind to our-
selves. We all make mistakes and we 
all fail from time to time, it’s part of life. 
So, try to relax, go easy on yourself 
and remember: you’re doing better 
than you think you are!  

Be The Best Version Of You

Be selective about your social me-
dia: 
If seeing your Facebook frenemy’s 
updates of her perfect life do nothing 

Looking for ways to improve your life? Most of 
the time, all we really need to do is set smaller, 
achievable goals that will help us on our path 
to self-improvement
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address your replies to : 

regd. no.
royal chriStian Family,

99, perin nariman Street,   1st 
Floor,  Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

To Place your Matrimonial ad-
vertisement Call: 

2269 3578 OR 2265 4924

Members  are  requested  to in-
form us when they are settled, so  
that  publication  of  their details 
can be discontinued.

6621  MUMBAI : Tamilian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in September 
1970), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish 
Complex ion, Edn. B.Com.,  working as 
an Event Manager. Seeks good looking 
fair girl. Contact  email:   
rosario.thefernandoco@gmail.com  
OR  9004662505
6489 MUMBAI :  Roman Catholic 
bachelor,  (Born in  June 1988), Ht. 5’ 
5”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
Graduate, working as a Front Office 
Clerk in DUBAI. Contact email : sam_
sin88@hotmail.com OR 971559969531 
OR  9821388194 
6486 GERMANY:  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  January 
1982), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Phil/ Ph.D., Oc-
cupation : Researh & Development/
Scientist. Seeks fair, goodlooking, edu-
cated Goan RC Girl below 28  years. 
Contact email : mira.spf@gmx.de   OR   
49404916382  

6594. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in May 
1984), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 69 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion,  Edn. C.A., MBA (Finance) 
working as an Asst. General Manager. 
Contact email : neem444888@gmail.
com  OR   9892775385 
6449. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
November 1985), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 72 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.  B.E. 
(Elect. & Telecom), working as a Net-
working Engineer in KUWAIT. Contact 
email :  alwayswelcome107@gmail.

com  OR 9819269721 
6412. MUMBAI :  RC Mangalorean, 
(Born in  September 1984), 5’ 8”, MBA 
working in a financial firm, Mumbai 
Resident   seeks alliance from  
RC girls, with pleasant personality, de-
cent education and from a respected 
family. Contact with   recent snaps 
and  profile on alliancesjason@gmail.
com OR 9619370997 
6411. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee, Australian 
Citizen, (Born in  September 1968), 
Ht 5’11, Wheatish,  BCom, Govt. 
job,  seeks suitable march. Reply with 
photo to chrisnorbert@outlook.com / 
sharlet1968@gmail.com 
6407.    KOLAPUR :  Roman Catho-
lic, Goan, (Born in  January 1985), Ht. 
5’ 8”, Wt. 75 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Studing M.D., General   Medic ine. 
Seeks a suitable match. Contact email 
: boom_anup_41@yahoo.com OR 
9422628636 /  9273337666    
6553.  GERMANY : German Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in August 
1980), Ht. 175 cms, Well built, Fair 
Complexion,  Edn.  Normal School 
Cheff. Working as a Cheff. Contact 

email : evascherrmann@yahoo.de 
OR 4974861015  
6541.  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic, (Born in January 
1969), Ht. 5’ 10“, Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. SSC,  having own 
business. Contact email : allwynse-
queira@gmail.com OR 9819082447 
6485 MUMBAI: North Indian R.C. 
Bachelor, (Born in  October 1974), 
Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working  f o r 
an MNC in Mumbai as Back Office 
Executive. Contact email : awr88@
rediffmail.com (M) 8976459088  (6 
p.m. to 9 p.m)

6471. PUNE : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  Septem-
ber 1982), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 66 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com.,  
 working as a Dy. Manager.  Contact 
email : warren_4153@hotmail.com 
OR 9960493092 
6419. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in  May 1985), Ht. 
5’ 9”, Wt. 62 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. M.Sc. B.Ed., Teacher by profes-
sion.  Only Child. Seeks preferably 
Goan teacher with B.Ed., qualification. 
Contact email :  agnesmenezes107@
gmail.com OR 9821315887 
6418. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  July 
1983), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. B.Sc., (Chem-
istry), working as a Deputy Manager. 
Contact email : pradeep.bashyal@
gmail.com OR 9819733872 

Mumbai : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, aged 27 years, Ht. 
5’ 8”, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.E., MBA., working as 
a Assistant Manager in Na-
tionalised Bank and assisting 
Family business. Having good 
family background. Contact 
email : oswaldfrancis2016@ 
gmail.com  OR 9833984988

Mumbai based Mangalorean 
Respected, affluent catholic 
parents invite  alliance for 
their handsome son 35 years, 
fair, tall, well built, well placed 
& highly qualified 1st mar-
riage annuled by the church. 
Girl should be slim, fair, well 
educated, God fearing having 
good values and of a good 
family background and status.  
Please contact with photo-
graph and all details to  
Email: secular1979@gmail.com
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Address your replies to : 

Regd. No.
ROYAL CHRISTIAN FAMILY,

99, Perin Nariman Street,   1st 
Floor,  Fort,  Mumbai - 400 001.Royal Christian Family

Helps In Choosing 
The Right Life-Partner

Serving Since 35 Years

Please renew your membership 
at lease a month in advance be-

fore its expiration date.

6473. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  June 1982), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 68 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., working in Bank as AVP 
in LONDON. Visting Mumbai December 
to January 15th. Contact email : rati27@
gmail.com  OR 9869476537 
6114. INDORE :  Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in July 1974), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 
53 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. M.Com., 
well settled. Seeks a suitable match. Con-
tact email : seema_francis @rediffmail.
com OR 09827011122 
6337. M.P. :  Protestant Christian Di-
vorcee, (Born in  July 1980), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 
52 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.E. 
(Computer Science), MBA (HR), working 
as a Senior Manager , MNC Mumbai. 
Seeks a match residing in Mumbai, hav-
ing a decent qualification and well settled. 
Contact email : estherjoseph@rediffmail.
com OR Mob.: 9589635540
6377 USA : Parents of RC spinster 
(Born in  June 1984) / 5’4”, Slim, Fair, 
MBA working for a reputed company in 
USA, invites alliance from RC bachelors, 
qualified professionals well settled from 
good Catholic family background upto 
37 years. working in US only. Kindly reply 
with profile and a recent photograph to 
divineword121@gmail.com
6420. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in   May 1991), Ht. 5’ 

6”, Well built, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Graduate, working as an Accounts Execu-
tive. Seeks a Goan RC Bachelor below 30 
years. Contact Email :  taureangirl1991@
gmail.com 
6417. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster,  (Born in  August 1988), Ht. 
5’ 5”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. C.A., working as a C.A. Seeks a 
Goan Roman Catholic Bachelor. Con-
tact email : rosefina.20@gmail.com  OR  
9022026602 
6414. MUMBAI : Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  July 1989), Ht. 5’1”, 
Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
B.Com., (Banking & Insurance) working 
as a Consultant. Contact email : rosema-
rybharda@yahoo.com OR 9224780162 
6410. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  January 1990), 
Ht. 5’ 2”, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Post Graduate (HR), working as a Junior 
Officer. Contact email :  natasha.lima25@
yahoo.com OR 9920930518
6409. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in  December 1986), Ht. 
5’ 5”, Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. BMS, M.Com., MBA.,  working as 
a Asst. Manager, Contact email : silver-
bells1960@gmail.com OR 28931512 
6408. MUMBAI  : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in  November 1987), 
Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 57 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Sc., IT., MBA working as a IT En-
gineer. Seeks a well settled boy. Contact 
email : m.rodricks24@gmail.com OR 
9821596241 / 26424190 
6532. BANGALORE : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, Only Child, (Born 
in  December 1976), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 58 
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. M.A. Com-
munication, working as an Assistant. 
Contact email : ashajob@hotmail.com 
OR 9880869797 
6527. DUBAI : Roman Catholic Spinster, 
(Born in  July 1987), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A. in Mass Media, 
working as a Senior Executive in Govt. in 
Dubai. Staying with parents. Seeks a well 
settled and educated East Indian or Goan 
Bachelor. Contact email : axferns@gmail.
com OR Mob: 00971554005544 
6427. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 

Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 1985), 
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.E., working as a Sr. Analyst 
in MNC. Contact email : joe51in@yahoo.
co.in or 9322282297  
6426. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  August 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair Complex-
ion, Edn. Bachelors in Physiotherapy, 
working as a Physiotherapist. Contact 
email : tracy.veigas89@gmail.com OR 
7045278809  
6425. MUMBAI : R.C. Spinster, (Born 
in  February 1990), 5’ 2”, post graduate, 
fair, preety, working seeks alliance from 
R.C. bachelors, below 30, well qualified 
financially stable, own accommodation 
with good values and family background 
Goans, East Indians, Mangaloreans may 
send their details to : dsilva.maggie252@
gmail.com OR 9960376878  
6423. MUMBAI : Roman Catholic 
Spinster,  (Born in  July 1986), Ht. 5’ 8”, 
Wt. 61 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
M.Sc. working for Govt. Firm.  Contact 
email : graciav765@gmail.com  OR  
9987890858  
6422. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster,  (Born in  July 1969), Ht. 5’ 4”, 
Wt. 56 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, looks 
much younger to her age, Edn. HSC., 
working as admin. Executive. Contact 
email : marthapereira2000@gmail.com 
OR 9870367090  
6421. MUMBAI : Roman Catholic 
Spinster,  (Born in  June 1989), Ht. 5’ 
5”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
B.Sc. Computer, working as a Graphic 
Designer. Contact email : kgfrancis@
rediffmail.com  OR  9820326609 

R.C. Parents seek alliance for their 
spinster daughter 1990, 5’ 5”, 55 
kgs good looking C.A. Ranker 
Post Graduate worked for a U.S. 
Bank in Mumbai. 
 Well settled handsome bach-
elor below 30 yrs. Ready to settle 
abroad in future need apply with 
details and recent full size photo 
to Email :-
successfullady007@gmail.com
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across the globe – from the Middle 
East, to India, Europe and now the 
USA.  We should not lose our san-
ity, sense of justice, and concern for 
the underprivileged. While the entire 
world has turned anti-migrant (read 
Muslim), Pope Francis stands out as a 
man who speaks up for them.  The Je-
suits in the Middle East have a special 
ministry for migrants, now entrusted 
to our very own Rev Cedric Prakash 
SJ.

The second trend, particularly in 
India, is to propagate religion in the 
name of “culture”. The RSS repeats 
ad nauseam that it is a “cultural or-
ganisation”! Attempts to introduce 
Yoga, Sanskrit, Vedic Maths, rewriting 
history, etc are all part of this religious 
thrust garbed in culture.  Let us not 
be fooled.  The extreme right is now 
following the strategy of the Left – use 
infiltration not confrontation.  It is their 
thin edge of the wedge, or the prover-
bial camel’s head in the tent! The beef 
ban and stringent provisions against 
cow slaughter are another instance of 
one person’s belief being foisted on 
another.

Those who have studied the Ques-
tionnaire in preparation for the Uni-
form Civil Code will again find that it is 
a clever attempt at infiltration, in order 
to wrest control.  I have filed my de-
tailed objections before the Law Com-
mission, and asked the AICU to do the 
same.  However, I don’t find the CBCI 
or the bishops particularly concerned 
or agitated.  Is this because “personal 
laws” affect the laity more than them? 
Marriage, divorce, succession and 
adoption – these are “lay” issues.

If we constantly look inwards at our 
own country we could feel despon-
dent. But if we see what is happening 
in the global context, including in our 
immediate neighbourhood (Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Sri Lanka, and Nepal) then we can 
safely say that we Christians in India 
are relatively safe. 

There is no doubt that eternal vigi-
lance is the price of freedom. Hope 
also springs eternal in the human 
breast. Yes, there is much that should 
change in our country, but I would put 
it differently. I am not a perfect human 

being, and have many failings and 
shortcomings. Should my dear wife 
divorce me because of my failings? 
Hopefully not! So too, if we are wed-
ded to our country, we cannot leave 
it to its fate. We need to be involved 
in civil society, the media, secular and 
civic organisations that are working 
for the good of the country. I feel that 
the goodwill of the vast majority of our 
countrymen is the biggest safeguard 
to our religious freedom. 

Sure we are serving our country 
through a myriad educational and 
health institutions. We should not 
negate that goodwill through an in-
ordinate desire to “convert” others, 
or by conducting Corpus Christi pro-
cessions when there are corpses all 
over. Let us then enjoy our freedom 
coupled with liberty, justice equality 
and fraternity; and not seek licence or 
appeasement.

* The writer is a former National Presi-
dent of the All India Catholic Union.

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, 

glorified, loved and 
Preserved throughout 

the world. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

thy kingdom come. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

have mercy on us. 
St. Jude the helper of the 
hopeless cases, pray for 

us. 
Say this prayer for nine 

time for nine days.
— J D'Souza

(Contd.. from p. 9)

Difference 
between 

soft and hard 
currency

Foreign exchange is usually re-
lated to buying and selling of 
currencies of different coun-

tries. In Foreign Exchange trade, 
currencies of different countries are 
broadly categorized as - Hard and 
Soft Currency

Soft currency is a currency which 
is hyper sensitive and fluctuates 
frequently. Such currencies react 
very sharply to the political or the 
economic situation of a country.

It is also known as weak currency 
due to its unstable nature. Such 
currencies mostly exist in develop-
ing countries with relatively unstable 
governments. These currencies are 
the least preferred for international 
trade or holding reserves. For in-
stance, countries like North Korea 
which faces a constant threat of 
War, its political establishment is 
not democratic, it’s  economy is not 
open and is highly regularized by 
the whims of some high and mighty 
rulers of the Korean nation. On the 
other hand, hard currency, also 
termed strong currency, is usually 
the currency of a strong geopolitical 
nation. The currency of such a na-
tion is expected to remain stable 
over a period of time. These cur-
rencies are traded throughout the 
world and have a stable purchas-
ing power. Most of the international 
deals and contracts are signed in 
terms of such currencies as their 
value doesn’t fluctuate much over 
time. Historically, US dollar, Euro 
and Swiss franc are some of the 
currencies which are considered 
strong.
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Good Proposals, 
wide choices

Catholics and Christians 
of all Denominations 

have Registered 
from world over
for registration Logon to: 

www.royalchristianfamily.com

Serving  for  over  35  years

Hundres have found their 
suitable match

Royal Christian Family
99, Perin Nariman Street, 1st Floor, 

Fort, Mumbai 400001
Tel.: +9122 - 22693578, 22654924

Email: royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

T hanksgiving

Our family was under huge crises. We prayed to Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary. 
Miraculously the favour is granted and we are out of those crises. My heartfelt thanks 
to them. Praying for more favours.

— Pinto Family, Bandra
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Master a new skill 
 Expand your knowledge   -   Boost  Your Career

Self learning videos created by top class experts in the world

Learn anywhere anytime using your Smartphone. Tablet, Laptop, or PC. 
www.limrt.com offers you a large number of courses. 

Among the available courses include:

And many more - New courses are continuesly added

Website: www.limrt.com    Email: info@limrt.com  Mobile: 09820485389
Office address: 99, Perin Nariman Street, 1st Floor, Fort, Mumbai 400001, India

We now live in an age 
where every tool we need 
is laid out before us. The 
only thing that's neces-
sary is for someone else 
to reveal that information 
to us.

Everyday many people 
complain about not hav-
ing the skills they need 
to go after their dreams. 
Besides the technically 
advanced careers, there's 
a variety of other career 
choices you can choose 
from. Life is about learning 
new things and expanding 
your pool of knowledge.

Want to Share/Teach the world your talent/knowl-
edge by creating a course? 
Contact:Mob.: 9820485389. Email: info@limrt.com

 Discover Your Talent, Passion & Potential
 How to Groom Yourself
 Inspiration from Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
 Cultivating Positive Attitude
 Public Speaking Course
 How to Remember
 Be a Good Administrator
 Effective Time Management

 How to write music notes
 Learn Party Dance
 Learn to Play Guitar
 Learn the Art of Fruit Carving
 Paper Jewellery
 Learn How to Draw
 Learn How to Crochet
 Bindi-Kajal Making Art

 How to Choose Your Career
 Travel and Tourism
 Catering and Hotel Management
 Cake Making Art
 Tailoring Course
 Paper Quilling Art
 Chartered Account
 Bridal Makeup
 Candel Making Art

 How to Grow Business
 Art of Creating Wealth
 Wealth Management
 How to write a Business Plan
 Customer Service Course
 The Secrets of Motivating Your Staff
 Negotiation Skills
 How to Maintain Quality Standard
 Building a Sustainable Business
 How to Handle Conflicts & Disputes
 Getting Out of Debt
 How to Handle Business Disputes
 How to Find Investors
 Business Coaching

 Learn Konkani Basics
 Learn Hindi Easy Way
 Learn Sanskrit
 Learn Aramaic & Hebrew
 Course on Trigonometry
 Learn Mathematics
 Learn Algebra
 Nursing Training
 How to Run Tally
 Learn Microsoft Office
 Learn PHP Mysql

 Amazing Science Experiments
 Amazing Machines
 Basic Electronics
 How to Make Water Level Indicator
 How to Drive a Car
 Be a Proud Indian

Get FREE Access to the Courses
Subscribe The Secular Citizen for five years Rs. 1000  and get 
access to any five courses of your choice. Applicable only to 
new subscribers and those who renew their subscription for a mini-
mum period of five years. (November 2016 onwards.)


