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Christianity Has

no Future In India?

by Don Aguiar.

hristian ~ missionar-
ies coming to India
and trying to convert

people is a historical fact. It's
a commonly held belief that
thousands of missionaries
arrived in India, and worked
to convert people.

Similarly, Christian donors —
foreign and local - invest a
lot of money, allegedly in the
garb of social work, for their
proselytization projects. But
all these are suppositions.
Available data, gives us a
clear picture.

The simple fact is that mak-
ing India Christian is a failed
project. If the Christian mis-
sionaries have any system
of KRA (key result area),
then they should be either
dismissed from the job or
given warnings about their
bad performance, for the de-
creasing proportion of Chris-
tians in Indian population.

For several decades, it is
alleged that Christian evan-
gelists are hyperactive in the
tribal belts of India. This is
the area where many peo-
ple were and are killed and
many churches were and
are burnt by fanatics who ac-
cused them of luring tribals
to covert.

Even if one accepts the as-
sumption that Christian mis-
sionaries in India lure people
to convert them, looking at
their dismal success rate
after more than three centu-
ries of allegedly indulging in
such activities should make
clear two things:

1) International Christian
donor organisations think
that by pumping money into
India, they can succeed in
their alleged aim of convert-
ing people to Christianity.

2) The government of In-
dia and organisations like
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) and its
offshoots like the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), Bajrang
Dal and Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad (VHP) also think that
with the help of foreign mon-
ey, Christian organisations
can convert Hindus. And so,
they spread narratives like
“Indians need to be saved
from missionary mafia
because “the evangelical
army has multi-billion dol-
lar resources.”

Both these suppositions are
wrong. In India, Christianity
has no future and there is
no reason for the RSS or the
VHP to spread false alarm
or panic about proselytising
capacity of Christian mis-
sionaries.

In power centres during Brit-
ish rule, Christian popula-
tion, according to the 2011
Census, are quite meagre
— Delhi (0.87 per cent),
Mumbai (3.27 per cent) and
Chennai (7.72 per cent). In
larger states, only Kerala
has more than 10 per cent

Contd....on Pg. 8
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Christian population.
This raises two questions.

First, why has Christian-
ity failed in India, despite
Christians ruling it for nearly
two centuries, lakhs of mis-
sionaries putting all their
efforts, and organisations
spending billions of rupees
into the proselytization proj-
ect?

Second, why does Chris-
tianity have no future in
India?

Here are five reasons that
answer Christianity’s fail-
ure in the past and why it
will continue to be a filature
in the future too.

First, in India, Christianity
has never been a liberation
theology. Spending money
or doing social work or
helping people in need
to proselytise them is in
itself an immoral act and
no ethical person will ap-
prove of this act. The first
anti-conversion law was
enacted in Odisha and un-
der the Act, “inducement”
includes “the offer of any
gift or gratification, either
in cash or in kind, and shall
also include the grant of
any benefit, either pecuni-
ary or otherwise.” Seeking
to convert people in need
of financial help or aid is im-
moral but not the other way
round. People can accept
money or other means of
help and revert or cling to
the religion of their choice.
This is not at all unethical.

Second, Christianity in In-
dia never played any role
similar to the one Black
Church played in the Civil
Rights Movement or as in
the case of Latin American
Church and priests who
became part of the anti-co-
lonial struggle there. In its
early days, Christianity
was seen as the religion
of the colonialists and
the oppressors. It never
played the role as argued
by Karl Marx — “Religion is
the general theory of this
world, its encyclopaedic
compendium, its logic in
popular form, its spiritual
point d’honneur, its enthusi-
asm, its moral sanction, its
solemn complement, and
its universal basis of con-
solation and justification....
Religion is the sigh of the
oppressed creature, the
heart of a heartless world,
and the soul of soulless
conditions....”

Third, Christianity failed
to transcend the barrier of

caste. Becoming Christian
does not absolve an Indian
from the shackles of caste.
Though this is true for all reli-
gions in South Asia. Religion
can be changed but caste
identity remains. In that
sense, becoming a Christian
has never been any incen-
tive for people of lower caste
Hindus. Just like upper caste
Hindus treat those ‘lower’ in
the caste hierarchy, upper
caste Christians have similar
apathy and hatred for lower
caste (Dalit) Christians. As
the leadership of Church-
es in India remains in
the hands of upper caste
Christians, and they also
claim the caste ancestry,
situation for the lower
caste remains the same
with caste subjugation
continuing for them even
after conversion from Hin-
duism to Christianity.

Years of protests by the
Dalit (lower caste) Christian
community had not brought
any positive changes. Dalit
leaders have also appealed
to the Catholic Church, the
apostolic nuncio to India and
Pope Francis to curb the vis-
ible and invisible untouch-
ability practices that exist
and in the selection of Dalit
bishops.

With no action of any posi-
tive change taken by the
Church hierarchy Dalit Cath-
olic leaders across India
have threatened to start a
new church if their demand
to end casteism and discrim-
ination against Dalits in the
Catholic Church is not met.

Franklin Caesar Thomas,
coordinator of the National
Council of Dalit Christians
(NCDC), told UCA News - If
the Vatican does not immedi-
ately remove the discrimina-
tory process of bishop selec-
tion that neglects qualified
Dalit priests, we could an-
nounce our own Indian Dalit
Catholic Church or the Indi-
an Dalit Catholic Rite,” The
new church will separate
Dalit Catholic Christians
from the Indian Catholic
Church's casteist leader-
ship. Wonder if it will wake
up the Church Hierarchy.

Dalit Christians are fighting
for their respective place in
the Church as well as fight-
ing in the Supreme Court for
their scheduled caste status
in society. They said that
none of India’s four cardinals
and 31 archbishops have a
Dalit background. Similarly,
among 188 bishops, only
11 are from the Dalit com-
munity. In caste-ridden Tamil
Nadu, only one of 18 bishops
is from a Dalit background.

AL

It is a matter of concern that
most Bishops (if not all) who
come from Dalit background
behave as if they are un-
touched by the pains and the
struggles of their community,
which is extremely unfortu-
nate. What changes their
mind-set and status quo is
beyond imagination. Christ
apparently takes a back seat
and they play very safe and
diplomatic.

The one sided Indian Church
Hierarchy / Bishops deci-
sions as prevalent today is
not only non-conducive to
Rule of law but also a great
impediment to the growth of
Christianity in India in some
cases and not only mars
reputation but also hinders
ethical and fair results to the
laity.

Church Hierarchy / Bish-
ops action is welcome
where systemic apathy
and priests / religious in-
difference fail the poor
when pitted against the
rich, influential and politi-
cians. It does a great job
when it takes up the cause
of the poor failed by the
system and priest / reli-
gious.

But it becomes a problem
when the rule of noise dis-
places the rule of law. Church
Hierarchy / Bishops seldom
believes in law of evidence
and often runs a campaign
to embarrass through selec-
tive leaks. Reputation in the
Church in India matters little
as does privacy. This has to
be contained.

Sensationalism with scant
regards for facts has become
the order of the day for the

Bishops/Church  Hierarchy
decisions. Look at the laity
and Dalit’'s call for equality
and justice. The Bishops/
Church Hierarchy resorted
to sensationalism in cov-
erage by which it marred
the reputation of many
who were found to remind
the Church Hierarchy /
Bishops of Christianity
being a castles, forgiving
and welcoming religion as
preached and practised by
Jesus Christ. But the big-
gest fallout of this is that
the robust community
which was increasing in
numbers and giving good
support to the Church in
India is now reduced to
withdrawal symptoms to
the Church in India.

Fourth, early Christian
preachers took the wrong
path in India. Upon arriving
here, they first tried to con-
vert the Brahmins. The idea
was that since Brahmins are
the intellectual leaders of
Hindus, if they convert, oth-
ers will automatically follow.
This never happened. It's a
fact that in Kerala, West Ben-
gal and also in Maharashtra,
early converts to Christianity
were mostly urban educated
Brahmins. They were early
entrants in the English me-
dium schools mostly run by
the missionaries and came
in touch with the British and
other Europeans. In Hin-
duism, the lower castes
accept the leadership of
Brahmins because in Hin-
duism, Brahmins have
been ordained the higher
position. But upper caste
Christians don’t have this
superiority sanctioned by
their religion.

Fifth, English-medium Chris-
tian schools sym-

A Neffermel Ramilly Weeldy

bolise the problem
Christianity in India
faced. The Bible
says: “It is easier
for a camel to go
through a needle’s
eye, than for a rich
person to enter
into the Kingdom of
God.” Serving the
poor is the religious
ethos of Christian-
ity. But in India,
the most impor-
tant Christian in-
stitutions — the

Christian

English-medium
schools and col-
leges — hardly
practised this.
They largely be-
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came the hub of
social and eco-
nomic elites of the
country. In most
of these schools,
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located mainly in urban
areas, poor kids can’t en-
ter. This is true for such
schools in metropolitan
and big cities.

The worst sin these Chris-
tian schools have commit-
ted, and continue to do so,
is that some of them have
a system where rich kids
are taught in English me-
dium with a separate shift
for poor kids for whom the
medium of teaching turns
vernacular. It wouldn’t be
wrong to say these schools
have made the upper caste-
upper class elite more pow-
erful and dominant, help-
ing make the caste system
more hegemonic. Just
imagine what difference
it would have made if
thousands of such Chris-
tian schools had decided
to follow the diktat of the
Bible 300 hundred years
ago and taught English to
millions of Dalits, Tribals
and poor kids. Instead,
the priests and nuns in
these schools taught the
likes of Lal Krishna Ad-
vani, J.P. Nadda, Arun
Jaitley, Piyush Goyal, Va-
sundhara Raje and such
personalities.

A government led by a
party whose president J.P.
Nadda had his education at
St. Xavier’'s School, clamp-
ing down on the Christian
missionary activities is the
poetic justice happening to
Indian Christianity.

Former Indian Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, in the
middle of his troubles within
the Congress Party, told
the Madhya Pradesh State
conference of his party
that there were no factions
among the Congress.

Knowing full well of the con-
servative-moderate  split
within the party and of the
fractious relationship within
the party between Singh
and his high command the
Gandhi’'s, the Congress
Party delegates fell about
laughing. The laughter was
derisory. Facts can't be pa-
pered over by sweet talk.

The same is true of the
Church in India today.

This fact of life must be
spoken about openly in
the lead up to build up of
an all-inclusive Church
free of caste discrimina-
tions in order for Christi-
anity to thrive in India.
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22688889 AMRITSAR
Roman Catholic Bachelor,
(Born in March 1990), Ht. 5’
107, Wt. 77 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. Hotel
Management (Diploma) in
Singapore, working as a
Captain.

22688683 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in May
1980), Ht. 5’ 97, Wt. 68 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Sober,
Edn. S.Y. B.Com., working
as a Sales Expert.
22688583 USA : Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in Novem-
ber 1986), Ht. 5° 77, Wt. 65
kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn.B.E. (I.T.), working as a
Software Consultant.
22688491 MANGALORE :
Mangalorean RC Bachelor,
(Born in April 1984), 5', Wt.
55 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. 8th Pass, working
with Interior Designer. Seeks
a simple poor girl, studied
upto 10th std.,

22687568 KUWAIT : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in January
1985), Ht. 5' 7%, Wt. 62 kgs,
Very fair Complexion, Edn.
ITl, working as a Sales rep-
resentative.

22687472 MANGALORE :
Mangalorean Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in May

Brides
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1984), Ht. 5' 11%, Wheatsih
Complexion, Edn. PGDMA.,
working as an Account Man-
ager.

22687270 MUMBAI : Af-
fluent Family Mangalorean
R.C.Bachelor, (Born in Sep-
tember 1982), Ht. 5' 10%, Wt.
86 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Handsome, MBA, M.Com.,
B.Com., (Rank Holder)
Banker by experience, (Di-
rector - Managing very profit-
able Business).

20686347 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in June
1986), Ht. 6', Wt. 54 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion,
Edn.B.Com., working as a
C.S.R.

22685643 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in Septem-
ber 1973), Ht. 5' 7%, Wt. 67
kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
MBA, working as a HR.
22685448 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Bachelor, (Born in October
1985), Ht. 5' 6, Wt. 78 kgs,
Tan Complexion, Edn.
F.Y. B.Com., working as a
Sales Executive.

TR0 -~ Wooke

24699064 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in October
1981), Ht. 5’ 77, Wt.70 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
F.Y. B.Com., Completed Avi-
ation Course & holds knowl-
edge of French Language
and computer course.

24697848 MUMBAI : Man-

galorean RC Spinster,
(Born in June 1989), Ht.
5 47, Wt.50 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. Under-
graduate, Self employed.
24697646 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in February 1992), Ht. 160
cms, Wt.65 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. M.M.S., work-
ing as a Officer.
24697408 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in March 1992), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wit.
51 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.E. working as a
Technical Manager.
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24696913 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in September
1983), Ht. 5° 3", Wt. 54 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
M.A., Working as an Educa-
tional Consultant.

24696736 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in June 1991), Ht. 5’ 2”7, Wi.
57 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. MBA (Finance),
working as an Asst. Manager.

23696250 LONAVLA : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in February 1990), Ht. 5’

[ “A happy marriage is the )

union of two good forgivers.’

5”7, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. M.Com.,
working.

24696112 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in March 1988), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wi.
60 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. MBA., Working as
a Deputy Manager in Franch
Bank.

24695806 BANGALORE
Mangalorean RC Spinster,
(Born in November 1987),
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. B.E. (Bio-
tech), working as a Business
Analyst.

24695703 ABU DHABI
Mangalorean RC Spinster,
(Born in September 1986),
Ht. 5 3”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair
Complexion, Edn. M.Sc. /
BFI, working as a H.R. Ex-
ecutive.

Brides

24695501 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in November
1993), Ht. 5” 1”, Wt. 53 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
BMM, working as a HR.
23695394 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean Roman Catholic
Spinster, (Born in December
1992), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 55 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
Bachelor in Vet Science,
Doctor by profession.
23695092 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in July 1990), Ht. 5° 3”7, Wi.
68 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. Post Graduate, work-
ing as a Relationship Man-
ager in Private Bank.
17694438 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in July 1991), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt.
74 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. M.Com., working as
Accounting & Finance.
23694279 MUMBAI : Man-
galorean RC Spinster, (Born
in October 1987), Ht. 5’ 47,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
M. Com., working as a Sr.
Associate in Foreign Bank.
08693333 USA : Manga-
lorean RC parents invite
proposal for their daughter,
(Born in October 1990), Ht.
5 3”, MS from USA, work-
ing in Minneapolis USA,
holding H1b visa, born and
brought up in Mumbai, from
Mangalorean RC bachelors,
working in USA, age below
31 years, masters or higher
preferred, with good family-
background.
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