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Regardless of the elections results, 
India’s Future has been Decided

By  Don Aguiar

Repairing the damage to democracy depends on a new government roll-
ing back the now rampant misuse of law and technology. That is an unlikely 
prospect.

In the liberal view of things, the Lok Sabha election has decided India’s fu-
ture for another five years. It has also decided whether India will become a 
Hindu-first state with reduced civil liberties and intolerance of minorities or be 
dragged back to its old state of sometimes wavering secularism but a general 
agreement to co-habitation and tolerance.

I want to tell my fellow liberals that it is too late. That decision has already 
been made.

There are three possibilities: another term for Narendra Modi, or a fractured 
mandate; or the return of the Congress and ascension of Rahul Gandhi.

A mandate for Modi almost certainly mean an official push to declare India a 
Hindu rashtra, a crackdown on dissenters and independent media, the further 
rise of – and special favours to – select tycoons, the end of special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir and the prospect of an open rebellion in the crown of 
India.

Even if Modi fails, the Hindu view of life will predominate, civil liberties may 
be further eroded, and minorities will likely find themselves pushed to evolve 
a new contract with their country. A new government could recover some 
ground here, if it is determined to, by rolling back the deliberate, institution-
alised misuse of the law and technology.

But even a government wedded to tolerance will find it difficult to turn back 
the widening electoral acceptance of sectarian hate and assaults on liberty. A 
government can try to ensure the Constitution is protected, but it is bound to 
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eventually fail or succumb if the peo-
ple endorse its manipulation.

The threat to civil liberties and hostility 
to minorities indeed accelerated and 
acquired full voice during Modi’s term 
in office, but many precedents set 
before his time had widespread pub-
lic approval and have been liberally 
used by non-BJP state governments, 
including – and especially – those run 
by the Congress.

The Bharatiya Janata Party has not 
passed any significant new legisla-
tion curtailing “liberal freedoms” since 
it came to power in 2014. It has only 
rigorously applied existing legislation 
and established “police protocol” to 
act against free speech and those 
deemed “anti-national”.

The BJP has relied on not just legisla-
tion with colonial roots but elements 
of the extensive security state that 
successive Congress regimes have 
built since the 1960s in the name of 
protecting national unity and sover-
eignty.

The Congress, for instance, has only 
committed to repealing the 159-year-
old law on sedition, which it frequently 
deployed during its years in power. It 

has no comment on other laws that 
chill free speech and liberty, including 
those that supposedly protect national 
security and those deployed against 
terrorism but often used against mi-
norities and human rights activists, 
those that allow abuses by security 
forces in “disturbed areas” and even 
those allowing criminal defamation.

The police in India – regardless of 
which party is in power – have, for 
some time, felt emboldened enough 
to wrongly deploy some of these laws. 
The most obvious example of extra-
constitutional behaviour this decade 
has been the frequent arrest of people 
who merely share memes online, us-
ing a law struck down by the Supreme 
Court, Section 66A of the Information 
Technology Act.

Reputations and lives have been ru-
ined by the wrongful use of such laws, 
and a new government is unlikely to 
discard the latest precedents set by 
the Modi administration.

In a democracy, laws can be misused 
only when there is acquiescence, 
when a citizenry either does not be-
lieve it is worth its while to protest or 
agrees with such legal and constitu-
tional corruption.

The rising tide of opprobrium against 
minorities, civil rights activists and 
anyone not in consonance with the 
BJP’s majoritarian view of life clearly 
does not disturb enough Indians or 
disturb them adequately.

While it is apparent that the BJP gave 
life to long-nurtured resentments and 
loathing, to give them public expres-
sion, it is clear these hostilities did not 
emerge overnight. Many have been 
assiduously nurtured to exploit the 
fault lines of Indian society.

This project of weaponising and mili-
tarizing society through organisation, 
vigilance and a capacity for violence 
has been an objective of the Sangh 
Parivar through the many decades 
during which Hindu nationalists were 
distant from elected office.

They argue that vigilante violence, 
or the threat of it, generally reinforce 
already existing caste, gender, class 
and communal-racial attitudes preva-
lent among upper caste Hindus and 
aspirational lower caste groups.

The weaponisation of these attitudes 
has been made possible by the 
spread of communications, especially 
the mobile phone and social media, 
which the BJP and its affiliates de-
ployed to draw out dormant insecuri-
ties and hatreds within Hindu society.

From jobless youth to fund managers, 
the reach of WhatsApp, university-led 
Hindu radicalisation is now deep and 
wide, and it will live on and acquire 
new meaning in the years to come. 
This genie isn’t going back into the 
bottle.

For now, Hindutva’s great project to 
recreate Indian history through fan-
tasy and fake news rolls on. Its effects 
will outlive its party’s government, fes-
tering in the minds of millions be there 
Modi or no Modi.

India has reached a point where lies 
are truth, and few are bothered by the 
fact that a BJP candidate declares 
Gandhi’s assassin a patriot, as terror 
accused Pragya Singh Thakur did on 
May 16, and finds immediate support.

If we still think these people represent 
the fringe of Indian thought, we may 
not know our country very well.

Perhaps, we never did.
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India needs a 
secular  government

 
What India needs is a Prime Minis-

ter who will care for the common man 
and who will take care of all his needs. 
I hope Narendra Modiji is reading this. 

—Jubel D’Cruz,
Mumbai.  

Make the earth 
a better place to 

live in
 
June 5 is celebrated as World 

Environment Day. People across the 
world must raise global awareness 
about the importance of healthy and 
green environment in human lives. 
This day is celebrated to encourage 
people from all walks of life to not only 
actively participate in the celebration 
but to also become an active agent in 
developing environmental safety mea-
sures. It is a day to encourage people 
to make their nearby surrounding 
more safe and clean in order to enjoy 
safer, cleaner and prosperous future. 
Let's pledge to make the earth a better 
place to live in. 

—Jubel D’Cruz,
Mumbai.  

  

humiliating 
congress debacle
 
The virtual decimation of the Con-

gress party in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, 
with an overall score of 52 seats and a 
big zero in 17 states , should serve to set 
alarm bells ringing for the beleaguered 
party. It is something that calls for some 
serous introspection and damage- con-

trol to save the party from being wiped 
put in the next 5 years. While several 
questions need to be answered , the 
one uppermost is, how did the party 
lose disastrously in Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Karnataka, after it had won 
the Assembly elections and formed the 
govt in these states around 4-5 months 
back. How did the anti-incumbency 
factor  set in so soon? Secondly, Pri-
yanaka Vadra’s valiant efforts to revive 
the party’s prospects in U.P was rather 
late in the day and only proved to be a 
damp squib, despite her tireless efforts 
in campaigning and the number of road 
shows and boat rallies she held. The 
same goes for Rahul Gandhi who, after 
foreseeing the ground realities in Am-
ethi, filed his nomination  also from Wy-
anad in kerala, but lost the Amethi seat 
by a huge margin .Very soon it may be 
the turn of Rae –Bareily , the last  Con-
gress  bastion of several years.  So, it is 
time for the Congress to wake up and  
smell the coffee, and clutch every straw 
to save it from drowning.  

—A.    F. Nazareth
Alto porvorim  

' The importance of 
Mangoes '

 
With reference to Jubel D'Cruz's let-

ter titled : Mango : King of all fruits  in 
The Secular Citizen dated 20-26 May 
2019  the mango which is a delicious 
fruit is available only for a very period.

A relatively new mango kulfi is man-
go kulfi with bits of fresh mango put into 
the kulfi.

Mango phool is a popular Goan 
mango  milk drink  made from raw man-
goes  .

Mango sweet chutney is a delicious 
mango sweet chutney pickle and kuchi 
kairi is a delicious  mango cold drink 
served by hawkers .

The very best mango is the Alphon-
so mango and no mango from any part 
of the world can match its unique sweet 
taste.

It is really amazing how Badshah 
restaurant gets different varieties of 
fresh Indian mangoes through out the 
year.

Due to the high cost of mangoes  
and the fact that most mangoes are ex-
ported one rarely gets to see or taste 
them.

Thus we see the importance of Man-
goes

—Peter Castellino  

composting of 
humans!

 
It was announced on 22 May 2019, 

that the State of Washington in the USA, 
has become the first to pass legislation 
allowing “composting” as an alterna-
tive to burial or cremation of human re-
mains. It is a third option that speeds up 
the process of turning dead bodies into 
fertile soil, a practice colloquially known 
as “human composting” – an environ-
mentally friendly method!

Katrina Spade, CEO of the human 
composting company Recompose, 
explained the simple procedure: “The 
body is covered in natural materials like, 
straw, paper cardboard or wood chips; 
which over a course of about three to 
seven weeks, depending upon the cli-
mate, and thanks to ‘microbial activity’, 
breaks down into rich soil. The families 
of the deceased could visit the facility 
and receive the soil that remains. It is 
up to them to determine how they want 
to use that soil. My brother desires to 
utilize his soil to plant tomatoes.”

 An average burial in the US can 
cost between $8,000 and $25,000. Cre-
mation can top $6,000. Katrina hopes 
to charge under $5,500 for her human 
composting! Whatever is the plan of 
disposal, the words of our Lord Jesus 
bring us consolation: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust 
also in Me. In My Father’s house there 
are many rooms, and I AM going there 
to prepare a place for you” (John 14:1-
2). 

—Dr. Hazel Colaso, 
Memphis, TN. USA.
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It was a ‘victory’ which sizeable sec-
tions of Indians were not expecting 
- despite the exit polls by the me-

dia! It was a verdict which India cer-
tainly did not need at this moment of 
her history. On several counts, when 
the nation came to grips with the ‘real-
ity’ on 23 May it was a verdict against 
the idea of India: all that India embod-
ied and embraced for centuries.
The main ‘winner’ wasted no time in 
tweeting “India wins”;  yes, the BJP 
and their allies were certainly on pa-
per the victors;the plain truth is that 
their victory was not a victory of the 
people, by the people for the people; 
it was not the victory of democracy or 
the rule of law; it was not 
the decision of the poor 
and the excluded, the farm-
ers and the minorities, the 
Adivasis and the Dalits of 
the country;it was not a vic-
tory for truth, justice, liberty 
equality and fraternity for 
“we, the people of India!” It 
was in fact,a victory against 
India!
In keeping with our own “culture” any 
victory (particularly those in the po-
litical and sporting arenas) evokes a 
groundswell of spontaneity; there are 
triumphant processions, fireworks 
with loud crackers, drumbeats, sing-
ing, sloganeering, dancing and all 
else that makes for a celebration. 
Strangely enough, as the trends start-
ed coming in, as the seats were being 
declared, as some of the TV commen-
tators ranted and raved, the people of 
India, seemed to be stunned and mut-
ed beyond belief. There seemed to be 
a palpable fear in the air; there was 
a shocked stupor which literally said 
‘this is not what we voted for; this is 
not the result we were expecting!’ This 
response was prevalent in most parts 
of the country; the only people who 
were actually ‘celebrating’ seemed 
to be the BJP ‘karyakartas’ and the 
‘sanghis’. 
Even in key cities like Gandhinagar 
and Ahmedabad where the BJP rules 
the roost and where loud and shrill 

celebrations were expected, there 
was a heavy silence. It was not a con-
version to greater maturity, by any 
standards; it was just that people by 
and large, across the board, were ac-
cepting the results with an air of dis-
belief. Well-known activist Shabnam 
Hashmi  minced no words on social 
media stating, “Called several places. 
Ordinary people not on the streets. 
With 50-60% votes why people are not 
rejoicing. Only bjp karyakartas. Where 
are the people who voted? Do you re-
member when Indira Gandhi lost and 
when she won? Think! If ordinary peo-
ple so badly wanted them, they would 
have come out to rejoice. xÉ³ÉÉOûÉ Wæû. It's a 

rigged election”. Hashmi’s 
perceptions surely provide 
the ‘thinking citizen’ of In-
dia much to ponder about.
The past five years were 
bad for the country: the 
poor, the minorities, the 
excluded, the unemployed 
(that is the vast majority 
of the population) experi-
enced tremendous hard-

ship and suffering. The promised 
economic reforms did not take place 
(on the contrary crony capitalism 
was the new ‘mantra’ with a few rich 
becoming scandalously richer), un-
employment reached at an all-time 
high; agrarian distress was the lot of 
millions. The Prime Minister went to 
town with his ‘fekuisms’: claiming to 
have used email in the 1980's, con-
flating physics with his cloud radar 
theory, counselling young graduates 
to seek a career in the pakoda mak-
ing industry, propounding a vocation-
al achievement theory of procuring 
fuel gas from gutter. He did not stop 
at that: he anointed and appointed 
a candidate charged with terror,who 
glorifies Godse (the person who mur-
dered Mahatma Gandhi, the father of 
nation) by calling him a ‘patriot’. She 
is today a Member of Parliament! An 
indicator of their perverted idea of 
India, far away from the values and 
rights enshrined in the Constitution.
Towards the end of February, Modi 

managed to infuse new life into his 
waning campaign with the “Balakot  
air strikes’, once again focussing on 
Pakistan, the external enemy. Many of 
those who were unable to share his 
previous rhetoric,apparently bought 
Modi’s new narrative hook, line and 
sinker. Hate and divisiveness were 
key elements of the campaign. 
The Election Commission of India 
(ECI), seemed to have abdicated its 
Constitutional independence and re-
sponsibilities. There are enough of 
instances both before and during the 
elections to show how pliable and 
slavish they had become to the whims 
and fancies of their political boss-
es. The Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) became a huge subject of 
debate. There are several who claim 
that during the gap of days, several 
EVMs were substituted everywhere. 
The ECI undoubtedly contributed in 
great measure to the ‘victory’ of the 
BJP and their allies. Modi and his cro-
nies have over the years systemati-
cally destroyed all Constitutional and 
other independent bodies. A sizeable 
section of the media (clearly bought 
up)played a highly partisan and dubi-
ous role throughout. They proved that 
they are not free and fearless and are 
not on the side of truth, justice and 
objectivity. 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti, the American 
poet, adapted one ofthe famed Leba-
nese poet Khalil Gibran’s original po-
ems of the same title ‘Pity the nation’. 
The poem which has been viral on 
social media since 23 May runs thus:

Pity the nation whose people are 
sheep

And whose shepherds mislead them
Pity the nation whose leaders are liars
Whose sages are silenced
And whose bigots haunt the airwaves
Pity the nation that raises not its voice
Except to praise conquerors
And acclaim the bully as hero
And aims to rule the world
By force and by torture
Pity the nation that knows
No other language but its own
And no other culture but its own
Pity the nation whose breath is money

‘Victory’ For whom?

By FR. CEDRIC PRAkASH 
SJ

(Contd.. on p. 7)
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Years ago, before Narendra 
Modi became the CM and then 
PM, after every evening Press 
Meet, I used to take him for a 
cup of tea... With us we used to 
have Dhuni Mandalia and one 
more Pressman.....  This con-
tinued for a year nearly and he 
still has that memory..... In to-
day’s Press Conference, he 
confessed : I used to have a tea 
with you.... He went on sending 
Diwali Greetings with a personal 
message to me every year.... A 
warm -hearted man, he used to 
be.....

May 17, 2019- Saturday 
4.45. BJP main office in New 
Delhi..... The Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi came to  
the press conference and 
for the first time in the last 
five years, he attended the 
press meet. It was very in-
teresting in many ways be-
cause BJP leader Pragna 
Thakur made a very shock-
ing statement : “Nathuram Godse 
was a real patriot and he will remain a 

Modi’s first ever press meet in 5 years 

big patriot.....” PM Narendra Modi was 
in Mahu - Madhya Pradesh, and he 
immediately tweeted : I am never go-
ing to forgive this statement....” Amit 

Shah, the party supremo, 
wasted no time and soon 
sent a press note to all major 
media points : this is the per-
sonal view.... The party has 
nothing to do with it.... We 
will take action....” Today’s 
meeting, there were many 
questions on Pragna’s state-
ment.... Modi looked pale, 
tired and speechless.... 

Just at this time exactly, Rahul Gandhi 
too called the Press......” I want to ask 
the Prime Minister a question on Ra-
fale deal.....” His opening statement 
was Rahul looked fresh, clean-shaved 
and smiling.... May be this was the 
last ever press meet before May 23 - 
the result day. Amit Shah went on re-
peatedly saying” We will alone secure 
more than 300 seats - and form the 
government......” He tactfully avoided 
questions on Pragna, Notebandhi 

And sleeps the sleep of the too well 
fed

Pity the nation oh pity the people
who allow their rights to erode
and their freedoms to be washed 

away
My country, tears of thee
Sweet land of liberty!

Apt for India today! There is reason-
able doubt to question the validity 
of the victory! But we cannot stop at 
just ‘pitying the nation!’ We the peo-
ple of India must wake up, at least 
now, and do all we can, to prevent 
the cherished idea of India from be-
ing destroyed totally

*(Fr Cedric Prakash SJ is a hu-
man rights/peace activist&writer. 

Contact:cedricprakash@gmail.com) 

by Ignatius Dabhi
Sr. Journalist

and Rafale scam.....

It was may 17th 2014 when Modi se-
cured a thumping majority and be-
came the Prime Minister,...... Today, 
May 17th 2019 when the whole world 
is eagerly awaiting the outcome on 
May 23rd......

And the result is there in front of us to 
see. It's Narendra Modi - NDA.

(Contd.. from p. 6)

as soon as Modi became 
Gujarat cM, he cancelled 
wednesday - Thursday 
Press in Gandhinagar..... 
no Press ! Today, May 
17, 2019, PM Modi for 
the first time met media-
men in BJP office, New 
Delhi..... he remem-
bered  well that he used 
to regularly met this au-
thor and has ‘chai’!

Prayer & Thanksgiving Prayer to the Sacred Heart
Oh Lord Jesus Christ, to your most Sacred Heart I confide this intention 
(your request). Only look upon me, then do what your love inspires. Let your 
Sacred Heart decide ... I count on you ... I trust in you ...I throw myself on 
your mercy. Lord Jesus, you will not fail me.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in you.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe in your love for me.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, your kingdom come.

 Sacred Heart of Jesus, I have asked you for many favors, but I earnestly 
implore this one. Take it, place it in your open Heart. When the Eternal Father 
looks upon it, he will see it covered with your Precious Blood. It will be no 
longer my prayer, but yours, Jesus. Sacred Heart of Jesus. I place all my 
trust in you, Let me not be disappointed. Amen.

—Pauline D'Mello, Miraroad
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by Eric D'Sa

The most malignant legacy of 
last five years of NDA 2 in of-
fice is that it has made India a 
more frightening and danger-

ous place for its religious minorities, 
particularly Muslims. NDA 2 leadership 
has been scarred by a massive surge in 
hate speech and violence against these 
groups. In particular, this period has 
seen the rise of a form of hate violence 
that targets its religious and caste mi-
norities, better known as “lynching”. In 
these five years, this word entered pop-
ular discourse in India, for the first time, 
by describing frenzied attacks by mobs 
against people mainly because of 
their religious or caste identity, Mus-
lim and in some cases Dalit. Will this 
change during the coming 5 years 
of NDA 3? Time will tell.

Right-wing regimes that are hostile 
to minorities have risen to power in 
many countries. But in no other country 
than India has this current anti-minority, 
far-right politics resulted in a concerted 
pattern of lynch attacks against minori-
ties — and emerged as a scourge in 
the country today. Lynching itself is of 
course not unknown in many countries. 
We find there are three broad kinds in 
the modern world. The first is as occa-
sional and random criminal acts, with-
out any pattern or regularity to signal 
a significant social phenomenon. This 
can and does occur anywhere espe-
cially in USA where gun laws are slack.

The second is as ‘rough justice’, of 
people frustrated by failures of legal 
justice, attacking people alleged fre-
quently to be petty thieves or rapists. 
This has been common, for instance, 
in Indonesia and Latin America. We 
have this also in India in the rural sector 
small villages mainly in north India.

The third kind is as hate crime, one 
which targets persons not because of 
what a person has done, but because 
of who he or she is. This is what India is 

currently witnessing. These hate crimes 
are often dressed up as rough justice: 
people rationalise cow lynching as 
popular anger because state systems 
have not implemented cow protection 
laws. But the targets of lynch mobs are 
particular communities, and the allega-
tions of crimes against them are usually 
patently false — and, in any case, just 
an excuse.

The closest global parallel to lynchings 
in India is the one of racial terror against 
African-Americans in the American 
South in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The motive of both was/is to 
target people because of their identity, 

to instil fear, and to convey a message 
of violent dominance.

We could characterise lynching in In-
dia not just as communal terror, but 
specifically as command hate crimes. 
Statistics show that as many as 97% 
of cow-related attacks since 2010 oc-
curred after Mr. Modi was elected to of-
fice; and that 90% of all religious hate 
crimes since 2009 have occurred under 
his watch. These point compellingly to 
the conclusion that an environment has 
been created since the Prime Minister 
assumed office, in which people feel 
safe, enabled and even encouraged to 
act out their hate and attack religious 
minorities.

This permissive environment is stirred 
firstly by frequent toxic hate speeches 
by senior leaders of the ruling party. A 
leading television channel found a 490-
fold rise in hate speech by leaders in 
the four years of the current govern-
ment compared to five years earlier. Mr. 
Modi has been remiss in condemning 
both hate speech and lynch attacks by 
communal vigilante formations, except 

in the most general terms. The police 
has tended mostly to criminalise the 
victims of these attacks and protect the 
attackers. They, therefore, feel embold-
ened and encouraged to attack people 
of minority identities, assured of their 
impunity, and convinced of their nation-
alist fervour and heroism.

Hate violence targeting religious, caste 
and gender minorities is, of course, not 
new in India. Violent clashes and at-
tacks based on religious identity, most 
often targeting religious minorities es-
pecially Muslim, but also on occasion 
Sikh and Christian minorities, have 
continued after Independence. Accord-

ing to some estimates, the numbers 
of people who died due to communal 
violence in India could be significant-
ly more than 10,000.

There are no accurate official data of 
casualties by lynch attacks and hate 

crimes in the past five years. But the 
numbers of persons killed in all such 
hate crimes are likely to be far less than 
those killed in even a single major epi-
sode of mass communal violence.

What then makes this present form of 
targeted hate violence, through lynch 
mobs and occasional solitary attacks, 
so worrying? Every episode of mass 
communal violence of the past, however 
grave, would occur in a particular area, 
and would unfold over some hours, 
some days, or in the rare instance of 
the Gujarat communal carnage of 2002, 
for some weeks. The difference with the 
new phase of lynch mobs and solitary 
hate crimes under the Prime Minister’s 
watch is that it is no longer bound by 
geography and time, and so it mounts 
pervasive fear.

American Historians have written viv-
idly of the performative character of 
American lynching. In these “hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, of white spec-
tators gathered and watched as their 
fellow citizens tortured, mutilated, and 

whEThEr InDIa haS BEEn ThE DUBIoUS 
conTrIBUTor To a GLoBaL EPIDEMIc oF haTE?

YoU ThE cITIZEnS 
DEcIDE:
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hanged or burned their victims in full 
view” This lent to lynching a “tremen-
dous symbolic power precisely be-
cause it was… public and visually sen-
sational”.

In India this same performative sym-
bolic power has been attained with the 
video camera. In 28 journeys of the Kar-
wan e Mohabbat to lynch victims in 14 
States, it was found that almost every 
lynching was videotaped by the per-
petrators and triumphally and widely 
circulated online. Through this the per-
petrators signal that they feel assured 
of their impunity, that despite their post-
ing their images of committing murder 
online, they will be valorised as ‘nation-
alist’ heroes of the Hindu nation. But 
they also seek through these videos to 
convey to the targeted community what 
they have been reduced to, begging 
vainly for their lives from their powerful 
attackers.

The message that such performative 
lynching communicates is stark and 
unambiguous. That if you are of the 
targeted community, you are no lon-
ger safe. In no place, and at no time. 
You can be attacked in your home: a 
mob can enter it and check what meat 
is cooking, and bludgeon you to death 
claiming it is cow meat. For being vis-
ibly Muslim, you can be lynched on a 
train, while walking down the road, at 
your workplace or a park. This fear, 
assiduously encouraged by the ruling 
establishment, is the most shameful 
marker of these five years.

India sometimes creates its own spe-
cific cruelties. These include untouch-
ability, caste atrocities and the cruel 
burning of brides for dowry. While po-
litically encouraged bigotry and hatred 
against minorities are growing into a 
malign global epidemic, India’s dubi-
ous contribution to this is its spate of 
performative mob lynchings, bludgeon-
ing its religious minorities and disad-
vantaged castes into the pervasive fear 
of everyday living that this has brought 
in its wake. You the Citizens will have 
to work hard in the coming years to try 
and minimise hate.

(Contd.. from p. 8)

The Temptation caterers
Perfect wedding receptions

AT Unbeatable & Uncomparable Prices
Lawns Available for Weddings, Anni-
versaries all kinds of parties at Andheri 
(West) 

  Capacity 50-100 , 500-1000+

TrESSa D’MELLo
9967374315 / 7900039842

temptationsevents@gmail.com

Head Office: Shop No.1&2, Charlie Pereira 
Compound, Near Raj Laxmi Building, Veera 
Desai Road, Andheri (W), Mumbai - 400 058.

Kanpur (21st May): The Gandhi 
Peace Foundation, Kanpur chapter, 
organized an inter-religious prayer for 
peace, harmony and goodwill at Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s statue at Phoolbagh 
in the heart of the city. There has been 
a spate of hate crimes in the name of 
religion in the recent past beginning 
with New Zealand, then Sri Lanka and 
daily in Burkina Faso, West Africa. 
These flames could spread to India in 
no time.

Besides, in the recent 
election campaign 
very disparaging re-
marks have been 
made against the Fa-
ther of the Nation by 
some candidates in 
Bhopal and Benga-
luru. This seems to be 
a well orchestrated 
campaign for spread-
ing communal hatred 
and polarization of so-
ciety. It was with this 
in mind that the Foun-
dation organized this 
prayer meeting. 

Foundation President, 
Deepak Malviya wel-
comed the gathering, and its Patron, 
Padmashri Dr Giriraj Kishore said 
that today, more than ever, we should 
learn humility, tolerance and respect 
for others from people like Gandhiji 
and Nelson Mandela.

Jagdambabhai of the Foundation led 
a Vedic prayer that was very dear to 
Gandhiji. The Shahar Qazi (Muslim 
head priest) Raza Alam Noori prayed 
that we should all strive to bring peo-
ple together for the good of the na-
tion and society. Rev Thomas Kumar 
of St Patrick’s Church read the pas-
sage from the Bible where Jesus had 
warned against the revengeful attitude 
of “An eye for an eye”. The church 
choir sand appropriate hymns. Bhai 
Bhupinder Singhji of Gurudwara Teg 
Bahadur Chowk recited a prayerful 
bhajan. He said though there is one 
potter and one clay we may still evolve 

as different vessels with the same 
source. Neelam Chaturvedi of the Ma-
hila Manch (Women’s Forum) warned 
that women and children are the first 
victims of any communal strife.

This prayer service was the brainchild 
of chhotebhai, the former President 
of the Kanpur Catholic Association 
(KCA) and an active member of the 
Foundation that has been promoting 

peace and communal harmony in the 
city for several years. The miniscule 
Catholic community was well repre-
sented by Noel George, the new KCA 
President, Sr Thecla UMI, Cornelius 
Kujur, Alfred Peter, Adv Mary Christi-
na, Emmanuel Premchand, Elizabeth 
Singh and Shalini Ekka.

—chhotebhai 

Gandhians Promote Peace & harmony
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by Glenn DeSouza

By imposing a stunning technol-
ogy embargo on Huawei, Pres-
ident Trump may be launch-
ing an Economic Cold War to 

block the seemingly inexorable rise of 
China perhaps recognizing, in the view 
of some experts, that in 5 years it would 
be too late to force China to compromise.  
Hopefully, and probably, this doomsday 
scenario is not the case and we may be 
witnessing “the art of the deal”, after all 
President Trump did also say “we are 
having a little squabble with China be-
cause we have been treated unfairly for 
many decades”.

But if we are indeed in for a Cold War, 
how should US companies who have 
enormous investments in China protect 
their interests?

We share the Chinese perspectives as 
reflected in the official press and assess 
how to plan for the best and worst cases 
– after first briefly recapping the key el-
ements in the State Tax Administration 
(STA) 2018 Report

warning to US companies:
The greatest trade war of the modern era 
may now be moving into an all-out con-
frontation between the two world’s larg-
est economies that could in the prescient 
words of Jack Ma of Alibaba last twenty 
years. Tariffs are only a harbinger for the 
bigger battle to come as the USA seeks 
to deal a hammer blow to the Chinese 
hi-tech aspirations. 

America successfully waged and won an 
Economic Cold War against the Soviet 
Union and Japan under President Rea-
gan.  But China is a different adversary. 
With an enormous and extraordinarily 
hard-working labor force and a 5000-
year history of culture and innovation, 
China is obviously well-positioned to go 
the distance. This Monday (May 20th) 
editorial of China Daily states that “the 
US has revealed all of its ugliness in 
dealing with other countries, its lack of 
respect for trade partners and its outright 
selfishness.  But China will not take it and 

neither will Huawei.”

The huawei Technological Blockade – 
a red Line Issue
Last week President Trump used a one-
two combination to put a chokehold 
on Huawei. First came an executive 
order that gave the Commerce Depart-
ment sweeping authority to ban not just 
Huawei, but any Chinese information 
and communications technology com-
pany from doing business in the United 
States. Second, the Commerce Depart-
ment announced it will include Huawei 
and 68 of its affiliates on its so-called 
entity list, potentially curtailing the firm’s 
critical ability to buy components from 
the United States. These actions follow 
concerted actions led by Mike Pompeo 
to force allies to not deal with Huawei 
and the arrest of the Huawei founder’s 
daughter, Meng Wanzhou, in Canada. 
Then Google announced on Monday of 
this week (May 20th) that it has restricted 
Huawei from updates of its Android sys-
tem.  It was also announced that Chip-
makers Intel, Qualcomm, Xilinx, and 
Broadcom have told employees to stop 
supplying to Huawei until further notice. 

The attack on Huawei may have crossed 
the red line.  To quote from China Daily, 
“The victimization of Huawei shows the 
world's largest economy no longer wants 
to uphold the core values that govern 
free trade and fair market competition. 
And it is willing to use its superpower sta-
tus, so that, by hook or by crook, it can 
obstruct competitors that might chal-
lenge its competitive edge in science 
and technology.”

Economics Driving the Trump war 
Machine
Mr. Trump’s confidence in the strength 
of the American economy is fueling his 
decision to escalate the trade war into a 
broader battle. In January 2018 before 
the Trade War started, the Dow Jones 
was 25,295 and it is now 25,832.  The 
dollar is very strong and unemployment 
at 3.6% is at a historic low down from 
4.1% in January 2018.

Trump has for the last 30 years seen 

trade deficits as evidence that the US is 
being played for a sucker and has vowed 
to bring jobs back home to the forgotten 
people.  The President is doubling down 
on his anti-China program and following 
the nationalist playbook. To quote him, 
“over the last 30 years we rebuilt China 
and our leaders allowed it to happen. 
It’s not going to happen anymore”. He 
added you know something, “You know 
something, we always win.”

china will Fight to the End – replay-
ing Korean war on ccTV
China very much wants to make a deal 
but it will not agree to anything that 
is unfair or blocks its right to move up 
the technology value chain.  China was 
forced to sign unequal treaties in the 
19th century that ceded Hong Kong to 
the British in the 1841 Treaty of Nanking 
and Taiwan to Japan in the 1895 Treaty 
of Shimonoseki and this humiliation is 
deeply embedded into the DNA of the 
country and it will never happen again.  
Second, China recalls that the Plaza Ac-
cord between the USA and Japan basi-
cally eliminated the Land of the Rising 
Sun as a viable super-power contender 
and put its economy into a 20-year deep 
freeze. 

President Xi Jinping said that “no one 
should expect us to swallow the bitter 
fruit that undermines China’s sovereign-
ty, security and development interests.”  
The Chinese view is that they can create 
their own eco-system if need be since 
China has the world’s most complete 
industrial system and boasts a huge do-
mestic market and a rapidly growing in-
novation capacity and the GDP grew at a 
robust 6.7% in 2018; more than double 
the US rate!

Nationalist passions may be on the 
rise. Beijing state controlled TV, CCTV, 
recently featured a commentary tying 
Americas tactics to previous efforts to 
subjugate the nation: “After 5000 years 
of wind and rain what hasn’t the Chinese 
not weathered” the anchor said adding, 
“if you want a Trade War we will fight you 
to the end.”

will china Punch Back?:  
a worst-case Tax Plan in case of Economic war

(Contd.. on p. 18)
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cErTaIn coUnTrIES 
aroUnD the world are 
known for their chocolatiers. 
while you’re on vacation, 
have a trip to these countries 
to savour the chocolate

The stores are full of boxes of choco-
lates and confectionery goodies in 
honour of Valentine’s Day  but we 
don’t need an excuse to reach for a 
piece of the sweet treat. Sampling the 
local chocolate is part of the travel ex-
perience! Here are few countries that 
make the best chocolate.

Belgium :
You can’t go to Belgium and not go 
to a chocolate shop - there are more 
than 2,000 throughout the coun-
try! What makes Belgian chocolate 
unique is that it is only cooled at the 
end of the production process, which 
allows it to hold onto more  of its aro-
ma. Belgian chocolate is also almost 
entirely handcrafted. These two fac-
tors do make 
Belgian choco-
late a little more 
expensive but 
as they say - 
treat yourself! 

Switzerland :
Even if you 
haven’t been 
to Switzerland, 
you’ve prob-
ably had Swiss 
chocolate. Lindt 
is the most popular Swiss chocolate 
brand and can be purchased around 
the world. What’s especially 
interesting about the produc-
tion of Swiss chocolate is 
that although Switzerland’s 
climate isn’t conductive to 
growing cacao plants, they 
found a way to produce 
chocolate all the same. 

Ecuador :
Ecuador is home to some of 
the best cacao beans in the 

world. Only approximate-
ly five percent of cacao 
in the world is labelled as 
“Fine Aroma.” and Ecua-
dor produces nearly 63 
percent of it. Until recent-
ly, Ecuador focused their 
efforts in exporting their 
cacao but in the last few 
years, they have turned 
to producing their own 
chocolate. One brand, 
Paraci, has shown dozens 
of international awards in 
recent years, beating our 
traditional European chocolate mak-
ers.

United Kingdom :
It’s hard to pass up a Cadbury egg 
when they appear in the grocery 
store but the brand originated in the 
United Kingdom and originally sold 
tea, coffee and drinking chocolate in 
the 1820s. The Cadbury broth-
ers supplied Queen Victoria with 
chocolate in the 1850s and de-
veloped the popular Dairy Milk 

chocolate, 
famous for 
having a 
higher milk 
c o n t e n t , 
in 1905.  
W h i l e 
you can 
buy Cad-
bury Eggs and 
Dairy Milk bars 
around the 
world, we think 

they taste better while walking down a 
cobbiestone street in the UK!

Italy :
The scene: a quaint Italian cafe, an 
espresso and a piece of Italian choc-
olate. What’s not to love? The most 
popular chocolate producer in Italy is 
Amadei. They buy their cocoa direct-
ly from growers, which means they 
know exactly where the beans came 
from and how they were grown. They 
use that knowledge to produce some 

of the chocolaters in world. 

United States :
 Use the  world’s biggest pro-
ducer of chocolate. One thing that 
sets American chocolate apart? The 

frequent use of peanuts 
and almonds. There are a 
number of artisan chocolate 
shops across the country 
but Hershey’s in the coun-
try’s largest producer of 
the candy. And of course, 
there’s Hersheypark in Her-
shey, Pennsylvania, a popu-
lar family destination for 
both thrill rides and all the 
chocolate and confections 
one can handle!

countries that make the best chocolate 

Belgium chocolates

UK chocolates
Italian chocolates

Swis chocolates
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Peace comes from within, do 
not seek it without.”
   - Buddha

LIFE BECOMES MUCH easier and 
more productive when you develop 
a peace of mind. When the mind is 
stressful, the germs of negativity,  jeal-
ousy and pessimism add fuel to fire 
and hence mind starts getting impure. 
These impurities if taken out can bring 
back the mental purity. Of course you 
cannot fix all of your problem at once 
but you can train your mind to de-
velop the skills which can help either 
bypass or overcome the depressed 
and tragic situations so as to give you 
a big time relaxation while you focus 
on the solution to your problems. We 
bring a set of top techniques which 
can be used to gain peace, bliss and 
happiness in our life. 

The mind is like an ocean; for 
most people, the mind is con-
stantly moving, just like water, 
without ever coming to a rest. It 

is stirred up by our restless and rushing 
thoughts, just like waves on the shore. 
Our desires and fears do not only dis-
turb us but they also prohibit us from 
finding peace of mind. A mental state 
that approaches life calmly and doesn’t 
focus on fears or stress is also benefi-
cial to your health and relationships. 
But, how can you attain peace of mind?

cultivate patience and tolerance:
Daily, we frequently encounter people 
who do things that we do not approve 
of. In almost all cases we get so fed 
up with their behaviour that it causes a 
great and angry storm within our mind. 
Learn to be patient and tolerant of these 
people. As long as they don’t hurt any-
body else it shouldn’t affect your mental 
well-being. Don’t allow these clowns to 
get more attention than they deserve. 
Most likely you won’t be able to change 
them any ways, so why allow them to 
disrupt your peace of mind.
Retain your mind
 Peace is a result of retraining 
your mind to view life as it is, rather than 
how you think it is or how you think it 

should be. When you can sit back and 
look at life as is,  you stop the chaos 
in your mind and move into a more 
peaceful state. Retraining your mind 
requires work, though. Using positive 
self-talk and subliminal messages are 
just two ways that you can work on re-
training your mind’s way of perceiving 
life. 

Listen to your inner silence:
When you listen to the silence, which 
is always there, you can bring your-
self back to this moment and create a 
peace of mind. Not sure there is silence 
around you? In order for there to be 
noise, there must be silence. So, try to 
hear it behind the constant rumble of 
life to maintain a sense of calmness in 
your mind.

Learn the art of detachment:
A certain degree of mental and emo-
tional detachment can be of the great-
est importance when it comes to estab-
lishing  inner peace and harmony. You’ll 
notice that there are so many people 
who get easily offended even by the 
slightest stimuli. They start complaining 
about the most ridiculous things, write 
angry letters or let off steam on internet 
forums. Don’t be one of them. Learn the 
important skill of not being offended by 
everything and everyone. A great level 
of inner calmness can be attained by 
detaching yourself from things that are 
simply not worth your attention.

Don’t worry about what others are 
thinking:
Another source for mental restlessness 
can be the fear of other people’s judg-
ment. It might even haunt us so much 
that we do things we’d rather not do, 
just to please someone else. However, 
it is nearly impossible to be everybody’s 
darling. In fact, you cannot change the 
way people think about you. So why 
bothering about it? The ability to be not 
affected by other people’s opinion will 
greatly help you to find peace of mind 
in daily life.

Let go of the past:
The past haunts every one of us from 
time to time. Thinking about every-

thing that happened and the mistakes 
you’ve made in the past over and over 
again will cause great turmoil within 
your mind. For this very reason, it is 
so important not to dwell on the past. 
You cannot change the past. However, 
you always have the chance to change 
your situation in this present moment. 
Let bygones be gone. Learn to avoid 
the evocation of heavily emotional and 
unpleasant memories of the past. Try 
to focus your attention on the present 
situation.

Eliminate your stressor:
If your friends are causing you too 
much pain, it may be time to distance 
yourself from them. If you are worried 
that you are not doing everything you 
can to achieve success, write out what 
you need to do and take massive ac-
tion on that list. When you find solu-
tions to the common stressors in your 
life, peace of mind will come much 
more easily.
 Our mental calmness de-
pends highly on our ability to calm our 
thoughts. You won’t be able to calm 
the ocean by grasping the water in the 
hope that it won’t move. It simply does 
not work. We need to learn to control 
these emotions and thoughts so that 
our mental state is unaffected by it. For 
this to work properly we need to con-
trol and strengthen our attention.

ThInGS To aVoID aT aLL coSTS
• Avoid certain types of movies :- horror, 

thriller or violent ones.
• Reduce television time or stop watching 

TV entirely, for the greatest benefits.
• Avoid the news on TV or in the newspa-

per, 90 percent of it is negative anyways.
• Avoid being dragged into emotional 

discussions.
• Stay away from negative people and 

negative conversations.

Create and attain your peace of mind
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YOU MIGHT USE music 
to distract yourself from 
painful or stressful situ-
ations or listen to music 
while studying or work-
ing out, hoping to up your 
performance

new studies are suggesting that 
music can be more powerful 
than medication. Though you 

may sense that music helps you feel 
better somehow, only 
recently has science 
begun to figure out 
why that is. Neurosci-
entists have discovered 
that listening to music 
heightens positive emo-
tion through the reward 
centers  of our brain, 
stimulating hits of dopa-
mine that can make us 
feel good or even elated. 
Listening to music also 
lights up other areas of 
the brain - in fact, almost 
no brain centre is left 
untouched - suggesting 
more widespread effects 
and potential uses for mu-
sic.

Music’s neurological reach 
and its historic role in healing and 
cultural rituals, has led researchers 
to consider ways music may improve 
our health and wellbeing. Research-
ers have looked for applications in 
health - care - for instance, helping 
patients during post-surgery recov-
ery or improving outcomes for people 
with Alzheimer’s. In some cases, mu-
sic’s positive impacts on health have 
been more powerful than medication.
 Here are ways that music 
seems to impact our health and well-
being.

Music decreases pain :
Music has a unique ability to help with 
pain management. People diagnosed 

Music is good for health
with fibromyalgia - a dis-
ease characterised by 
severe musculoskeletal 
pain - were randomly as-
signed to listen to music 
once a day over a four 
week period. In compari-
son to a control group, 
the group that listened to 
music experienced sig-
nificant pain reduction and fewer de-
pressive symptoms.

Music may aid memory :
Music enjoyment elicits dopamine 
release and dopamine release has 
been tied to motivation, which in turn 
is implicated in learning and memory.

Exercise booster :
How many of us listen to rock and roll 
or other upbeat music while working 
out? It turns out that research sup-
ports what we instinctively feel: mu-
sic helps us get a more bang for our  
exercise buck. Those who listened to 
motivational music also said they felt 
better during their work out. 
 In another study, oxygen 
consumption levels were measured 
while people listened to different tem-

pos of music during their exercise 
on a stationary bike. Results showed 
that when exercisers listened to mu-

sic with a beat that 
was faster and syn-
chronous with their 
movement, their 
bodies used up 
oxygen more effi-
ciently than when 
the music played 
at a slower, unsyn-
chronised tempo.

Improves mood : 
Music has the 
capacity to cap-
ture attention, lift  
spirits, generate 
emotion, change 
or regulate 
mood, evoke  
memories, in-
crease work 
output, reduce 

inhibitions and encourage rhyth-
mic movement - all of which have ap-
plications in sport and exercise. 

MUSIC REDUCES STRESS AND ANXIETY
• Music can prevent anxiety-induced in-

creases in heart rate and systolic blood 
pressure and decrease cortisol levels - 
all biological markers of stress.

• Performing music, versus listening to 
music, may also have a calming effect.

News item, Articles, Stories, Opin-
ion, interview, Poems,  etc. can be 
sent by

WhatsApp: +91 9820485389

Email: 
secular@sezariworld.com
news@sezariworld.com
seculardivo@gmail.com

by Post 
The Secular citizen 
99, Perin Nariman Street, 1st Floor, 
Fort, Mumbai 400001
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Ad. Rates for Thanksgiving
   Colour   B/W
Favours granted minimum   Rs. 800 Rs. 400
 i.e. 15 words + 1 block(1 photo of saint) 
 each additional block  Rs. 400 Rs. 200
Holy Spirit Prayer  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600
Other small prayers (upto 100 words)  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600

Contact: Tel.: +91 - 9820485389, 9820473103
THE SECULAR CITIzEN, 

99, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400001

revive your marriage
ThErE arE no marriages made in heaven. But by devoting 
time and energy to reviving your marriage, you’ll once again 
feel your relationship pulse beating strong and steady

Maintaining personal health requires work nutrition, rest 
and regular checkups. No one teaches us that the same 
kind of maintenance is also necessary in order to keep a 
marriage alive. Love between a parent and child is uncondi-
tional. Love between a husband and wife is not. As divorce 
statistics would indicate, an untended marriage falls apart 
too easily. The good news is that there are ways to make a 
marriage survive and better yet, thrive. And here are a few 
ways to revive your marriage successfully.

resuscitate your romance :
Remember how the sparks flew when you first met? It’s 
probably not too late to rekindle the embers. Surprise your 
spouse with a  homemade Valentine (any day of the year!) 
And a bottle of champagne.  Last but not least, initiate ro-
mance. Passion is the glue in a marriage - it helps you feel 
close to your mate and makes getting through rough times 
a lot easier.

Make the marriage your priority, not an afterthought :
Set aside regular time to be alone with your partner. If kids 
are in the picture, hunt for a ‘network’ of trusted baby sitters. 
If money is a concern, compare the cost of a night out with 
that of marital therapy or a divorce attorney.  Get the drift? 
Start doing some of the things that used to bring you joy, 
and helped you to feel more connected.

accept what you can’t change :
Much marital strife is caused by the belief that you cannot 
be happy in your marriage as long as you must live with 
your partner’s bad habits or imperfections. Have you no-
ticed that no matter how much you gripe and moan, these 
things don’t change? Rather than trying to control what you 
can’t, work around his quirks and focus on the positive. 
We all respond much better to praise than to criticism. And 
here’s the paradox: Sometimes when we stop fighting the 
way things are, they actually do change. No guarantees, but 
it’s worth a try:

Be attractive, inside and out :
‘Married’ doesn’t have to mean complacent. Continue to 
learn and experience new things, and share these with your 
partner. Eat right, exercise, rest and make the most of your 
appearance. Doing these things is taking good care of your-
self, but it’s also a way showing your mate that you want to 
be your best and share yourself with him.

Improve communication and negotiation skills :
Being a good listener is key to healthy communication. Even 
if you don’t agree with what he’s had to say, empathise with 
his position. This will open the door to more effective conflict 
resolution. If you must be critical, convert criticism into a 
request for behavioral change by stating it positively. Most 
important, apologies when you are wrong.

Thank you St. Joseph, 
St. anthony, St. Gabriel, 
St. clara for granting 
U.K. Visa to my son

— M. D'Souza, Borivli

ThanKSGIVInG

Prayer to St. Expedite for solving a financial crisis
I call forth the Power and the pres-
ence of St. Expedite in my time of 
financial trouble. I offer my body, 
heart, mind and soul upon your al-
tar of light. I have faith and trust and 
complete confidence that you will 
be my strength in this time of need. 
Quickly come to my assistance.
 (State Your Petition)______________
My financial need is urgent. Be my 

Light and Guide in this situation so that I may live with 
peace, love, prosperity and abundance and in the 
Praise of God.
Amen. (Promise Publication)

—Seema Lad, Mumbai
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(Contd.. on p. 16)

Post 23/5 we have had a pleth-
ora of political analysts giving 
us their considered opinions. 
I have read many of them in 

both print and online. Let me add my 
own two pice to the debate.

Firstly, my choice of headline. Those 
familiar with my writings are aware of 
my penchant for double entendre, a la 
Dan Brown. There are two meanings, 
and therefore two reasons, for my 
choice of title. Mirage, as we know, is 
an illusion, especially for a thirsty trav-
eller in the desert. The closer one gets 
to it the further it recedes into the back-
ground, as we shall presently 
see. I call it Mirage.2 because 
it could be a second illusion 
for a thirsty “Yeh Dil Mange 
More” populace.

The second choice of the 
word is the Mirage 2000. 
You’ve guessed right. It is the 
strike bomber that was de-
ployed to “surgically strike” 
Pakistan in Balakot on February 26th. 
I see a possible umbilical cord be-
tween Mirage.2 and the Mirage 2000; 
because one couldn’t have happened 
without the other.

In my previous articles “War Games 
People Play” and “War Games Part II” I 
saw a pattern in how Indira Gandhi laid 
the ground for the Bangladesh War in 
1971 by having an Indian Airlines plane 
hijacked to Lahore; the Purulia Arms 
Drop that could have resulted in anoth-
er war; and the Pulwama “lapse” that 
necessitated Balakot’s Mirage 2000 
strike; thereby delivering Mirage.2 on 
a platter to Namo.

I will here reiterate what I have said 
earlier, that Pulwama, Balakot and now 
Namo 2 seem to be a progression 
of events. Those who could not see 
through Mirage 2000 have now been 
fated with Mirage.2.

Subsequent events have borne out 
my earlier contention that Balakot was 
not aimed at some Islamist terrorists in 
Pakistan, but rather at ultra-nationalists 

in Hindustan. What else can explain 
Mirage.2?

We have been told about toilets, gas 
cylinders, low cost housing and ru-
ral electrification, as major factors in 
Namo winning the elections hands 
down. While acknowledging and ap-
preciating these developmental works, 
as also Nitin Gadkari’s hard work in 
road building, I do not believe that this 
“vikas” by itself could have resulted in 
the BJP winning more than 300 seats 
now. I have two reasons.

Firstly, the much touted vikas was not 
as much as Govt stats and 
propaganda would have us 
believe. Noted economists, 
including one of the Prime 
Minister’s own advisors, 
have warned of an econom-
ic slow down as happened 
in Brazil and South Africa. 
GDP and exports were 
down, as was the rupee at 
69.66 to the US Dollar. Car 

sales were down 17% year on year 
(YOY). Air travel was also down 4.5% 
YOY. Maruti had reduced one factory 
shift (that is a 33% drop in production). 
Unemployment, we were told, was at 
a 45 year high. Farmer distress had 
peaked, with them resorting to long 
marches in Maharashtra and Tamilna-
du. Farm prices had hit rock bottom. 
When Namo won on 16/5/2014 the 
BSE Sensex was at 24,122. A bhakt 
told me that in five years it would have 
crossed 50,000. But on 23/5/19 it was a 
modest 38,811. Nothing extraordinary 
there. What was extraordinary though 
was buddy Adnani’s group shares 
jumping 27% just on the day that the 
exit polls were announced!

My second reason is the marked dif-
ference between December 2018 and 
May 2019. The “Pappu” led Congress 
had wrested three cow belt States - Ra-
jasthan, M.P. and Chhatisgarh from the 
BJP. Then how did they draw a near 
blank just 5 months later? What had 
changed so drastically in the interim?

Again, political analysts would tell us 
that it was due to the 2019 Union Bud-
get presented in February, that had put 
one, or possibly two instalments of Rs 
2000/- each in the accounts of poor 
farmers, and increased the Income 
Tax exemption limits. There was also 
the 10% reservation for upper castes, 
even if there are no jobs. Such last 
ditch measures could have partially 
offset the anti-incumbency trend seen 
in three States in December. By them-
selves they could never have been 
game changers. I therefore reiterate 
my view that Balakot was indeed the 
Tipping Point that decisively tilted the 
scales in the BJP’s favour. Pulwama 
then could not have been a mere 
lapse. Someday the truth will emerge 
about who planned what and how, to 
what effect.

The way Namo used this “surgical 
strike” to his advantage, and his re-
peated references to it in his election 
campaign; despite a mild tap on the 
knuckles from a docile Election Com-
mission, is reason enough to believe 
that it was more than meets the eye.

Let’s return to the Mirage 2000. In the 
aerial dogfight the aging Mirage actu-
ally clipped the wings of a far superior 
fighter, the Rafaele, deployed by pilot 
Rahul. Though many analysts had 
warned him that Rafaele could not be 
the central plank of his election cam-
paign, he persisted with it, and accord-
ingly met his Waterloo. 

Why do I refer to the election results as 
Mirage.2? The economic parameters 
aforesaid are but one of the indices 
to show that vikas was not really what 
it was claimed to be. Secondly, in the 
last 5 years the Kashmir scenario has 
spiralled out of control, with terrorist at-
tacks increasing threefold, despite the 
claims of surgical strikes and “mooh 
tod jabab” (jaw breaking retaliation). 
The worst thing was the increasing so-
cial unrest and suspicion generated. 

There is the adage “Only the wearer 
knows where the shoe pinches”. So 
too it is those who have faced the brunt 
of mob lynchings, rationalists being 
killed, dissent and media being stifled, 
and institutions being controlled, that 

MIraGE. 2…000

by chhotebhai *
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feel the pain. Social media trolls, and 
armchair critics who don’t lift a finger 
for social upliftment or involvement, 
may think that everything is hunky 
dory. Not so those who have been vic-
tims of this social upheaval. Arthik vi-
kas (economic development) is good, 
but if it is at the cost of samajik vinash 
(social destruction), then it is not. 

The signs for Mirage.2 are equally omi-
nous. In his victory speech Namo sar-
castically said that in this election no-
body spoke of secularism. What was 
he pointing at – that secularism was 
no longer sacred in India? So was his 
bowing in front of a copy of the Consti-
tution that enshrines secularism, mere 
tokenism? After fanning communal 
passions and polarization during his 
election speeches has he suddenly 
turned over a new leaf? It reminds me 
of the Hindi saying “Saw chuhe khaye, 
billi chali haj ko” (After killing a hun-
dred mice the cat is now embarking on 
a religious pilgrimage”!

In Mirage.1 Namo talked of vikas. In 
Mirage.2 he has added vishwas (faith 
or trust). It is too early to say if this too 
is mere rhetoric, to placate the foreign 
media that he loves. Here too the signs 
are ominous. Already there has been 
an instance of mob attack on some 
Muslims in M.P., allegedly for carrying 
beef. A skull cap wearing Muslim was 
beaten up in Gurugram, though newly 
elected Delhi M.P. Gautam Gambhir 
thankfully condemned the act. 

On his thanksgiving visit to Varanasi 
Namo said that his electoral chemis-
try defeated the caste arithmetic of the 
SP/BSP grand alliance. What he omit-
ted to say is that many chemical reac-
tions require a catalyst. I am inclined to 
believe that the catalyst was Balakot.

It will take a lot more than rhetoric and 
tokenism for non-bhakts like me to 
believe in both vikas and vishwas. Till 
such time as he proves his credentials 
and walks the talk, I am constrained 
to feel that we are now heading in to 
Mirage.2. For the sake of my country 
though, I would be only too happy to 
be proved wrong. 

* The writer is a secular patriot (not ultra-na-
tionalist) who does not belong to any political 

party.

(Contd.. from p. 15)

A young man was hired by a super-
market and reported for his first day 
of work. The manager greeted him 
with a warm handshake and a smile, 
then gave him a broom and said, “ 
Son, your first job will be to sweep 
out the store.” 

“But I’m a college graduate,” the 
young man replied indignantly. “Oh, 
I’m sorry. I didn’t realise that,” said 
the manager. “Here, give me the 
broom - I’ll show you how.”

Many years ago when I was 23, I 
got married to a widow. This widow 
had a grown up daughter. My fa-
ther fell in love with her, and soon 
they got married too. This made my 
Dad my son-in-law and changed 
my very life. My daughter was my 
mother too because she was my 
father’s wife! After a few years I 
became father of a baby boy com-
plicating the matter further. My son 
became the brother-in-law of my 
father! 

A barber gave a haircut to a priest 
one day. The priest one ay. The 
priest tried to pay for the haircut but 
the barber refused, saying, “you do 
God’s  work.”
 The next morning the bar-
ber found a dozen Bibles at the 
door to his shop. A policeman came 
to the barber for a haircut and again 
the barber refused ti get pais, say-
ing, “you protect the public.” The 
next morning the barber found a 
dozen doughnuts at the door to his 
shop.
 A lawyer came to the bar-
ber for a haircut and again the bar-
ber refused payment, saying, “you 
serve the justice system.”  The next 
morning the barber found a dozen 
lawyers waiting for a free haircut. 

Wife calls husband on phone 

Wife : Hey baby, how are you doing?
Husband : Listen, I am really busy, 

don’t have time to talk
Wife : Well baby, I have a good news 

and bad news for you. You want to 
hear them?

Husband : Just tell me the good 
news, I don’t have time for the bad 
one! 

Wife : Okay, good news is the air 
bags of our new BMW work abso-
lutely fine. 

Daughter -in-law : Mom, I fought with 
your son! 

Mother-in-law : That’s okay, every 
wife fights with her husband, noth-
ing new.

Daughter-in-law : Yea agreed but  
then how do I dispose of the body. 

Santa : What is the difference be-
tween coffee shop and wine 
shop?

Banta : Coffee shop is the starting 
point of love and wine is the last 
point of love. 

Mother : What did you learn in 
school today?

Son : How to write!

Mother : What did you write? 

Son : I don’t know, they haven’t 
taught us how to read yet! 
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Inspiration!
God, our Creator, has stored 
within our minds and person-
alities, great potential strength 
and ability. Prayer helps us tap 
and develop these powers.
  -APJ Abdul Kalam

DO YOU FEEL Life can be difficult. 
Some people seem to face life’s 
hardships with courages and come 
out stranger. The ones who survive 
and even thrive in spite of challeng-
es are often those who have faith 
in God, who trust him to help them 
through tough times. here is why 
you must believe in God more

Fear is the believer’s greatest en-
emy. When a believer has fear, 
he cannot have believing faith. 

Trusting God in hard times requires 
refusing to be frightened, refusing to 
be immobilised and refusing to pan-
ic. Even though all of us strive to be 
happy and content all through our 
lives, it is the one thing that is quite 
impossible to do. There are bound to 
be problems that are going to make 
us unhappy and sad. What do most 
of us do when we going through a dif-
ficult patch? Some of us try to get out 
of it, while some of us do not even put 
up a fight and get depressed. Instead 
of letting problems or bad times take 
over your life, you need to start be-
lieving in God to get you out of these 
things and here are some reasons as 
to why you should believe in God in 
your worst times

remember this :
You can never underestimate the 
power of faith: Believing in God is all 
about keeping the faith. Faith can give 
you the hope that things will change 
and you are not going to remain in 
this hole forever. Faith and belief in 
God also makes you believe that this 

too shall pass.

Your beliefs in him gives you an un-
shakable hope :
Belief in God gives you the hope that 
there is a pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. Hope is a beautiful thing. 
None of us would be able to survive 
life without hoping. We always hope 
for better things even when we are not 
in a sinkhole of debt or depression. It 
is your belief in God that gives you 
this hope and it is this faith that will lift 
you out of troubles.

Your beliefs in a higher power 
makes you realise that miracles do 
happen :
When you are in your worst moment 
and think that life is not worth living, it 
is your belief in God that will carry you 
through your darkest hours. It is also 
this belief that would let you believe 
in miracles. Miracles do happen and 
when you believe in God you are sure 
to have a miracle happen in your life 
too.

Strive to make God your best friend 
and guide :
There are times in life when you think 
that you just cannot unburden to peo-
ple. You just cannot tell them things 
and hope that they will understand. 
Or you might have done something 
despicable that is eating away your 
soul. Guilt can make you miserable 
and make you live through some of 
the worst days in your life. Beliefs in 
God helps you have someone to pour 
out your troubles. 

Praying to God helps you find a so-
lution :
Prayer is a form of meditation. It clears 
your head and gives you solutions too. 
Since you fervently believe that some 
change would come, the change you 
believe in actually happens. Whether 

never underestimate power of faith 
:
Atheists would agree that God does 
not exist and give you a scientific ra-
tionale to drive home their point. They 
would tell you that you cannot believe  
in a thing that you cannot say. But the 
truth is, believing on God is all about 
keeping the faith. Faith  can give you 
the hope that things will change and 
you are not going to remain in this 
hole forever. Faith and belief in God 
also makes you believe that this to 
shall pass. 

God can be your personal friend :
There are times in life when you think 
that you just cannot unburden to peo-
ple. You just cannot tell them things 
and hope that they will understand/ Or 
you might have done something de-
spicable that is eating away your soul. 
Guilt can make you miserable and 
make you live through some of the 
worst days in your life. Belief in God 
helps you have someone to pour out 
your troubles to.

Believe that miracles do happen :
When you are in your worst moment 
and think that life is not worth living, it 
is your belief in God that will carry you 
through your darkest hours. It is also 
this belief that would let you believe 
in miracles. Miracles do happen and 
when you believe in God you are sure 
to have a miracle happen in your life 
too. 

Believe in God in your worst times life

you are an atheist or a religious per-
son, you cannot discount the power 
of prayer and faith. Sometimes these 
could be the only things that can lift 
you out of the rut you are in. 

Here is what you must do
• Let go of thinking life should 

always go your way.
• Ask God for help by praying.
• Be more grateful.
• Get beyond yourself.
• Think positive. Focus on the 

good.
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According to the Global Times, “Trade 
war with the US at the moment reminds 
Chinese of military struggles between 
China and the US during the Korean 
War (1950-53).” CCTV broadcast a 
documentary about the 1950 Battle of 
Chosin Reservoir which ended with the 
complete withdrawal of UN troops from 
North Korea.

Three ways china can Punch Back
The Global Times identifies three ways 
China can retaliate. First China can 
ban the export of rare earths to the US. 
This will deal a big blow to the US chip-
makers, because they won't get the non-
ferrous metals derived from rare earths 
needed to make chips. China dominates 
the rare earths market, accounting for 
almost 95 percent of the total world pro-
duction. Second, Beijing can sell the US 
bonds it holds.

And third, China is a huge market for 
many US companies and if US tech com-
panies lose their biggest market, their 
share prices would fall sharply, dealing a 
blow to not only the companies but also 
the US economy as a whole.  US compa-
nies in China generate $380 billion in the 
Chinese market, compared with the just 
$20 billion Chinese companies made in 
the US.

According to another article, “Many ma-
jor US corporations, including carmakers 
such as General Motors and chipmaker 
Skyworks Solutions, sell more products 
in the Chinese market than in their home 
market. Skyworks, for example, sold 85 
percent of its total volume in the Chinese 
market in 2017, CNBC reported.  Other 
US companies, including plane-maker 
Boeing and Apple, are also heavily de-
pendent on the Chinese market.”

an action Plan on china Tax
Many US companies report only 2% of 
tax in China far less than they book in an 
offshore tax haven.  Like it or not, SAT 
will; regard these companies as guilty of 
tax avoidance.  The SAT has great dis-
cretion in how many companies to target 
and which to investigate.  Should there 
be a full-blown Economic War, US com-
panies who are tax avoiders will be high 
on the target list.

Will You Be Safe? China will act rationally 
in targeting American companies and in 
choosing the right time to pull the trigger.  
China will not take actions that discour-
ages US companies from investing in 
China and bringing in technology.  Thus, 
hi-tech companies who manufacture 
and export will be in a strong position.  
By contrast, companies in such sectors 
as retailing, consumer goods and phar-
maceuticals whose products can easily 
be replaced will be highly vulnerable.

Of course, tax is not the only area of risk. 
For example, some companies such Ap-
ple, are also at the risk of consumer boy-
cotts and disruption of their supply chain

Political Messaging: US companies do 
not want to play politics in China but 
the reality is that US companies need 
to prove their bona fides and establish 
political connections and guanxi. United 
States companies should take a stand 
and to iterate that US-China cooperation 
on economic matters and trade and in-
vestment is good for both of our coun-
tries. Right now, China suspects that 
some US companies are fair-weather 
friends who are urging President Trump 
to get tough with China.  To quote Global 
Times, "Before we considered these US 
companies as stabilizers in China-US re-
lations, but that doesn't appear to be the 
case anymore. They made a lot of mon-
ey in China, and then go back and com-
plain to the US government about China.  
These big corporations might have been 
behind the push for the US to launch the 
trade war.”

Economic Messaging:  More than ever, 
China will need quality investment and 
so American companies that invest in 
China and contribute technology and 
exports should make sure that their 
positive contributions are recognized by 
those in power.  We have seen that it is 
necessary for multinationals to develop 
relationships with the Mayor’s office, the 
CPC and governmental organs whose 
responsibility is to attract investment and 
whose career depends on economic 
performance in their region.

Tax Restructuring and Tax Certainty:  The 
world of tax planning has been turned 
upside down with the passage of the 
TCJA, BEPS and CbcR.  Now add to that 
the likelihood that certain US companies 

will be targeted by the SAT in event of a 
US-China Economic War. We know that 
the prime targets will be companies with 
sophisticated tax planning involving tax 
havens – and yes Singapore and Ireland 
are so considered -- especially if they op-
erate in ‘‘discouraged sectors’’ such as 
retailing or consumer goods or if they are 
iconic US brands.  So American compa-
nies need to conduct a risk assessment, 
make a Fin 48 provision if needed and 
get out of high-risk structures.  Fin 48 
provisions need to take into account that 
the risk in China has significantly and 
permanently increased. US companies 
may also explore possibilities to achieve 
tax certainty such as unilateral or bilat-
eral APA but do so discreetly to avoid 
triggering an audit.

Best and worst cases
The best case is that President Trump 
is applying maximum pressure to get a 
beautiful deal and that the deal would in-
clude elimination of the tariffs on China 
and lifting off the technology embargo 
on Huawei and other Chinese firms.  If 
this happens, China’s doors will be wide 
open and American firms in particular 
will enjoy a special favored and protect-
ed status.

There is a wide consensus across red 
and blue states and political parties for a 
tough line on China and so it is possible 
to envision a worst case scenario where 
negotiations break down completely 
and America steps up the maximum 
pressure and China retaliates with full 
force.  History tells us that embargoes 
are a dangerous weapon.  In 1941, the 
US placed an oil and steel embargo on 
Japan and that according to the Japa-
nese narrative triggered their attack on 
Pearl Harbor. A US technology embargo 
on China can permanently damage the 
relationship between the countries; es-
pecially if combined with high and dis-
criminatory tariffs.  In such a worst-case 
scenario, in the short-run, it is possible 
that some American firms may escape a 
tax audit as China definitely needs and 
wants US technology, but once China 
achieves self-sufficiency, the future is 
bleak.  US companies need to hope and 
lobby actively for the best -- namely a 
win-win Trade Deal -- but also plan for a 
scenario where an economic war breaks 
out and they are trapped in the middle!

(Contd.. from p. 10)
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7052. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
June 1977), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 72 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion,  Edn.  B.A., 
Retail Management,  working as a 
General Manager. Contact email : 
albert.pinto2006@gmail.com  
7050. LonaVLa :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
November 1985), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 75 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn.  MBA., working. 
Contact email : 
dsouza_adrian@yahoo.co.in
6891. MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in June 
1989), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., well settled. 
Contact email : starwin89@gmail.com
7049. canaDa :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  June 
1986), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 85 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn.  BE (Computer), 
working in CANADA in a Non IT Field 
Seeks a working girl in Canada and 
holding a PR Visa.Contact email : 
anniedrz@gmail.com
7026.  aMErIca :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Divorcee, (Born in March 
1977), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working as 
a Manager.  Contact email : 
aydenoneil@gmail.com 
7024.  MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in April 
1980), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. SSC / Diploma 
in Electricals, Having own Business. 
Contact email : 
jeny22_m@yahoo.co.in 
7010.   BahraIn : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee (with in three 
months of marriage), (Born in  June 

1985), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 76 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. HSC Diploma in 
food & beverage, working in 4 Star Ho-
tel Bahrain. Contact Mob: 8806129309
7008.    USa :  Separated Roman 
Catholic, (Born in  October 1983), Ht. 
5’ 7”, Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. MD, MS, working as a Senior 
Engineer. Contact email : 
jesusmary58@yahoo.com
7007.    MUMBaI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  September 
1977), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt.72 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., MBA in Aviation. 
Contact email : 
gerald-white@hotmail.com 
6888. aMrITSar  : Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in March 1990), Ht. 5’ 
10”, Wt. 77 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. Hotel Management (Diploma) 
in Singapore, working as a Captain. 
Contact email : 
shephalivancet0@gmail.com
6991.    ManGaLorE :  Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Bachelor, 
(Born in  July 1984), Ht. 170 cms, Wt. 
65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Engineering, working as a Electrician 
Contracter. Contact email : 
priya.tellis5@gmail.com
6751  MUMBaI :   Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1990), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. B.Sc. (Hospitality), 
working in UK  Cruise Line. Contact 
email : asharcfernandes@gmail.com
6750  aUSTraLIa :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in October 
1985), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Bachelor in Com-
munication, working as a Media Ana-
lyst. Contact email  
artemiamaria@gmail.com
6746  MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in April 
1987), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 78 kgs, Fair 
Complexion,  Edn.  MBA / BE, Work-
ing as a Asst. Manager. Contact email 
: nestortauro@rediffmail.com.
6745  MUMBaI :   Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
November 1978), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 90 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion,  Edn.  
M.Com., working as a Material Control-
ler in Doha QaTar. Contact email : 

royal christian Family MaTrIMonIaLS -  GrooMS
cyrus_0679@yahoo.co.in OR   
9819938837
6744  MUMBaI :  Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in November 1980), 
Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 59 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. Graduate, Service. 
Contact email : 
fernandes.ed2@gmail.com
6986.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
March 1990), Ht. 160 cms, Wt. 66 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Gradu-
ate, working for MNC. Contact email 
:alwyn90lewis@yahoo.com 
6982.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
September 1989), Ht. 172 cms, Wt. 
68 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
C.A., working as a C.A., Contact email 
: jpereiranirrh@gmail.com
6981.    MaMGaLorE  :  Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Bachelor, 
(Born in  February 1992), Ht. 187 cms, 
Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Sc., in nautical Science, work-
ing as a 3rd Officer in Cruise Lines. 
Contact email :  
rodriguessamuel6@gmail.com
6884. ManGaLorE : Mangalorean 
RC Bachelor, (Born in April 1984), 5’, 
Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. 8th Pass, working with Interior 
Designer. Seeks a simple poor girl, 
studied upto 10th std., Contact Mob: 
7795733200 / 8971267606 
7005.    DUBaI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in  May 1986), Ht. 
5’ 6”, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. BMS /CFA, working as a Head 
Treasury in Dubai. Contact email : 
matri3119@gmail.com
6994.    aUSTraLIa :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic divorcee, (Born in  
April 1959), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 80 kgs, 
Wheatish  Complexion, Edn. Dip. ITI 
Course, working as a Technician. Con-
tact email : ninearies21@gmail.com

registered members  can pub-
lish their ad in all the 50 issues in 
a year for rs. 8000 only.
If you wish to publish your matri-
monial classified advertisement in 
all the 50 issues in a year, you can  
do so  for  an  amount  of Rs. 8000 
only. 

7034.   MUMBaI :  Man-
galorean Roman  Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born  in June 
1988), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 80 
kgs, Fair Complexion,  Edn. 
M.C.A., Software Engineer, 
working as an Asst. Man-
ager IT Company, 
Contact email : 
vivian1548@gmail.com
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Address your replies to : 
Regd. No. _________

RoyAl ChRistiAN FAmily,
99, Perin Nariman street,   1st Floor,  

Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

To Place your Matrimonial 
Advertisement Call: 

+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103
* Check your email at least once a week.
* Members  are  requested  to inform us when 

they are settled, so  that  publication  of  
their details can be discontinued.

6857. aUSTraLIa : Mumbai born 
and broughtup Tamilian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in July 1988), 
Ht. 5’ 10“, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.A., IHM., Working as 
a Store Associate in australia and is 
a permanent resident. Contact email 
: simonsigo31@gmail.com
6965. ManGaLorE : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, 36 years,  
Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 63 kgs, Wheatish  Com-
plexion, Edn.  SSLC., having Agricu-
lature. Contact : 9964885911
6964. DUBaI : Mangalorean  Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in January 
1987),  Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 58 kgs, Fair  Com-
plexion, Edn. 2nd year PUC, work-
ing as an Export Executive. Contact 
email : dorathydsilva@gmail.com OR 
9930785590
6885. USa : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  November 
1986), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.E.  (I.T.), working 
as a Software Consultant. Contact 
Email : 
jane_3105@yahoo.co.in  
6963. MUMBaI : Goan  Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in July 1981),  Ht. 
5’ 2”, Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish  Complex-
ion, Edn. MBA, Well settled. Contact 
email : freshflwr@gmail.com
6960. MUMBaI : Mangalorean  Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee, (Born in 
February 1985),  Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 77 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
B.Sc., Nautical working as an officer 
in Merchant Navy. Contact email : 
godfreyvaz@gmail.com
6980.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  Sep-
tember 1987), Ht. 182 cms, Wt. 79 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. PGDBM, 
working as a Manager. Contcat email 
: roystonpereira2007@gmail.com
6886. MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in May 
1980), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 68 kgs,

6979.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
March 1989), Ht. 162 cms, Wt. 74  kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com.,  
working as a Office in Bank. Contact 
email : luton767@gmail.com
6977.    MUMBaI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  April 1980), 
Ht. 5’ 6’, Wt. 65  kgs, Fair Complex-
ion, Edn. S.Y. B.Com., working as B 
Bartender at princess Crews. Contact 
email : dlimadenzil@yahoo.com
6975.    canaDa :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, Canada Citizen,  
(Born in  May 1973), Ht. 5’ 6’, Wt. 
70 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. C.A.,  
Working as a C P Account. Contact 
Email : seqjerome@gmail.com OR  
Mob.: 9619819553
6973.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  June 
1989), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., Nautical 
Science, working as 2nd Officer in 
Merchant Ships. Contact email :  
meltondsouza@gmail.com
6971.    MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in  
December 1987), Ht. 6’, Wt. 81 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.E. 
Electonics, working as a Tech.  Lead, 
in Mysore. Seeks a graduate, tall, Man-
galorean girl. Contact email : 
dsz.roshan@gmail.com
6833. aUSTraLIa :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
November 1986), Ht. 5’ 7”,  Wt. 78 
kgs, Fair, Handsome, PR Holder,  Edn. 
Masters by Research in Biotechnology 
from QUT, Australia, Currently work-
ing with reputed company in Quality 
Assurance dept.,Seeking a qualified 
and God fearing Mangalorean RC girl. 
Contact  email : lizbf2017@gmail.com
6966. MUMBaI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, (Born in September 1965),  
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 45 kgs, Wheatish  Com-

plexion, Edn.  SSC., working as a Field 
Executive. Contact email : 
sameer_bhagwatt777@rediffmail.com
6708     USa :  Mangalorean Hand-
some RC bachelor, (Born in  October 
1984), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 72 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.S., working as 
a Software Engineer. Seeks a good 
looking, fair Mangalorean girl, working 
in America. Contact email :  
rodrigues.gracy61@gmail.com. 
6508.   MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor (Born in Octo-
ber 1986), Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt. 80 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn.  B.E.. working as a 
Asst. Manager in German Company. 
Seeks a tall, well educated homely 
Mangalorean girl.  Contact email : 
colind.3010@gmail.com 
6573.   VaLSaD  : Goan / Man-
galorean Roman Catholic Bachelor, 
(Born in February 1986), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 68 kgs, Fair Complexion,  Edn. 
B.E. Mechanical, working as a project 
engineer in SaUDI araBIa seeks a 
well qulified girl from a good family 
background. Contact email : 
ian.roshan.dsouza@gmail.com
6797  MUMBaI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1987), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working for 
Five Star Hotel in Mumbai.  Contact 
email : johnserrao14@yahoo.com
6838. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in October 1974), Ht. 
5’ 4”,  Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion Edn. VII std, working as a Electri-
cian in BEST. Having House. Seeks a 
simple, understanding and good  
natured girl. Contact email : belinda-
cardoza777@gmail.com

IMPorTanT  noTIcE
Telephone no. of candidate will be printed 
only with the consent of members. 

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:  
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or 

Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

royal christian Family MaTrIMonIaLS -  GrooMS

Please renew your 
subscription if expired. 

Mention your subscription 
no. while sending the 

renewal amount
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helps In choosing 

The right Life-Partner
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7053. MUMBaI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in June 
1987), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 63 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Sc., Home Sci-
ence, working as a Jr. Officer in Bank. 
Contact email : 
ayesha18j@gmail.com
7051. nEwZEaLanD :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
October 1991), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 60 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. LLB., Mumbai 
University, studing and working to-
wards Newzealand Lowyer Registra-
tion. Contact email : 
mjbnewzealand18@gmail.com 
7029. MUMBaI :  Keralite Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in September 
1992), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 55 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Sc., Asst. Professor.  
Contact email : 
augustyofs@gmail.com
7023. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Oc-
tober 1992), Ht. 5’, Wt. 55 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. B.Tech - Biotech-
nology, working as a Biotechlogist. 
Contact email : 
seherarakel@gmail.com
6754. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic spinster, (Born in  July 
1991), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. B.E. Mechanical, 
working as a Officer in PSU. Contact 
email : mel.6513@yahoo.com 
6753. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean RC 
Parents seeks alliance for spinster 
daughter aged 26, Ht. 5’ 1”, CA (Char-
tered Account), presently working in 
Mumbai in an MNC. Looking for a 
professionally qualified well settled 
Mangalorean RC boy with good fam-
ily background age upto 29 years, 
BE/CA working in India or abroad 
(Not from middle East). Contact email 
:  stanley_ds118@yahoo.com
6752. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in  

February 1982), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 60 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Good looking, Edn. 
MBA (HR), working as a Chief Manager 
in Insurance Company. Contact email 
: genesia_17@yahoo.com 
6749. aUSTraLIa :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  October 
1985), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 57 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Bachelor of Arts 
(Psychology) working as a Psycholo-
gist. Contact email : 
artemiamaria@yahoo.com
7021. MUMBaI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in February 1988), 
Ht. 5’ 5“, Wt. 58 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., working as a Sr. Sales 
Officer in Tatas. Contact email : 
ofira.afonso@gmail.com
7015. MUMBaI : 35 years,Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  Febru-
ary 1983), B.Com., LL.M., working 
in a MNC in Mumbai, seeks alliance 
from well educated and well settled 
bachelor. Kindly reply with profile and 
photograph on the email ID :  
alliance 3525@gmail.com
6831 MUMBaI :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in April 1991), 
Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., working as an Associate 
in Insurance Company. Contact email 
: denisdsouza854@gmail.com
6690 MUMBaI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  Decem-
ber 1986), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair 
Complexion,  good looking, smart, 
intelligent, Edn. CS., LL.B., working 
as a Asst. Company Secretary. Seeks 
a suitable educated and well settled 
bachelor. Caste no bar. Contact email 
: joylinafaroz@gmail.com. 
6868 canaDa :  Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster,  (Born in January 1992), 
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. Medium, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. M.A., HR Toronto 
and International Business Manage-
ment Toronto. Only U.S. and Candian 
Citizens from good family background 

apply. Contact email : 
sugarlog2009@hotmail.com
7014. MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Sep-
tember 1992), Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 45 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. MMS (Finance) 
working as a Finance Executive in 
Limited Company. Contact email : 
eva_hpereira@rediffmail.com
7013. MUMBaI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in Novem-
ber 1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 61 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., PGDFM., 
working as a Financial Analyst, Con-
tact email : 
dmelloraymond23@gmail.com
7012. MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in April 
1970), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt.68 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working as a 
Officer. Contacat email : 
menezesvinet2014@gmail.com
7009. MUMBaI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in September 
1988), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt.54 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MBA Finance, 
working as a Manager in Bank. Con-
tact email : shirley0982@gmail.com
7006. DUBaI : Mangalorean  Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in June 
1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt.68 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
for Bank. Contact email :
liddydsouza@gmail.com

royal christian Family MaTrIMonIaLS -  BrIDES

To Place your Matrimonial 
Advertisement Call: 

+91 - 9820485389 or 9820473103
* Check your email at least once a week.
* Members  are  requested  to inform us when 

they are settled, so  that  publication  of  
their details can be discontinued.

IMPorTanT  noTIcE
Telephone no. of candidate will be printed 
only with the consent of members. 

For Tel. Nos. Please contact:  
+91- 9820473103 / 9820485389 or 

Email : royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

registered members  can pub-
lish their ad in all the 50 issues in 
a year for rs. 8000 only.
If you wish to publish your matri-
monial classified advertisement in 
all the 50 issues in a year, you can  
do so  for  an  amount  of Rs. 8000 
only. 
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6955. MUMBaI  : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in No-
vember 1993), Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 53 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. BMM, 
working as a HR. Contact email: 
librettaserrao11@gmail.com
6944. MUMBaI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
July 1991), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 74 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., working 
as Accounting & Finance. Contact 
email : lavinadsouza16@gmail.com
6932. ManGaLorE : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in 
September 1990), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., working 
as an Asst. Manager. Contact email : 
francisjerome.barrocas@gmail.com
6925. MUMBaI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Divorcee, having one 
8 years old son. (Born in April 1987), 
Ht. 4’ 11”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Ed., Teacher by 
profession. Working in Doha Qa-
Tar. Contact email : 
precsillamarsh201@gmail.com
6341 MUMBaI : Protestant Chris-
tian spinster, (Born in  April 1985), 
Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.A., B.Ed., Teacher 
by profession  Seeks a groom from 
well settled, educated and good 
family background.  Contact email : 
georgethomas1353@yahoo.com
6528. DUBaI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 
1985) Ht. 5’ 7”, Beautiful and Fair 
Complexion, Edn. Masters in Health, 
Care (MHA), Employed as a Manager 
in MNC Dubai, is looking for a suit-
able alliance between the ages of 32 
to 36 with a height 5’ 10” and above. 
Kindly respond directly to the party 
by email : aara8185@gmail.com with 
your photograph. 
6381 MUMBaI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 
1984), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., work-
ing as a Secretary. Contact email : 
soareskaren14@gmail.com
6836. canaDa :  Parents of RC 26 
years spinster, (Born in July 1991), Ht. 
5’ 4”, B.A., B.Ed., (Honours) teach-
ing in Canada (Govt. Job) seeks 

alliance from well-educated Bachelor 
(Preferably settled in Canada) within 
28 to 32 years with good values, height 
between 5’ 5” to 6’ 2”. Please email to 
musicfan0323@gmail.com with recent 
photo and phone no.
6835. USa :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in Febru-
ary 1986), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.Phil/Ph.D., doing 
Doctoral Studies/Working. Contact 
email : sathi.monteiro@gmail.com
6976. MUMBaI  : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in Febru-
ary 1992), Ht. 160 cms, Wt.65 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.M.S., working as 
a Officer. Contact Mob: 9967192950 / 
8850927660
6962. LonaVLa  : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
February 1990), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 65 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. M.Com., 
working. Contact email : 
fernandesjennifer90@yahoo.com
6958. BanGaLorE  : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
November 1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 50 kgs, 
Fair Complexion, Edn. B.E. (Biotech), 
working as a Business Analyst. Contact 
email : rodrigues.kavin@gmail.com
6780  Goa :  Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in March 1987), Ht. 5’ 
4”, Wt.50 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.B.B.S., M.D. (Armenia), Doctor by 
profession. Working in DELhI. Contact 
email : 
samantha.saldanha07@gmail.com
6747. MUMBaI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  August 
1988), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 53 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A. B.Ed., Teacher 
by profession. Contact email : 
idalina1888@gmail.com 
6742. aUSTraLIa :  Goan Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  December 
1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 57 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A. working as a 
Project Manager. Contact email : 
mark.alvares16@gmail.com 
6995. nEwDELhI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in March 
1992), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt.58 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. MBA, Real Estate 
Professional. Contact email : 
tanya2gomes@gmail.com

royal christian Family MaTrIMonIaLS -  BrIDES

Address your replies to : 
Regd. No. _________

RoyAl ChRistiAN FAmily,
99, Perin Nariman street,   1st Floor,  

Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

6822. KUwaIT :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in 
November 1982), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Sc. Post Gradu-
ate in Mumbai University, Teacher in 
Kuwait.  Contact email : 
pereiralucy2017@yahoo.com  Tel: 
00965-60402765 / 9867308911
6821. UaE :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in May 1992), 
Ht. 5’ 5”,  Wt. 70 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Sc., in Zoology from 
Mumabi, working as a Content Writer 
at Academic Publication. Contact 
email : clevan2006@rediffmail.com
6820. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in 
July 1992), Ht. 5’ 4”,  Wt. 75 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. PG in Finance & 
Banking, working as Bank Manager. 
Contact email : 
dyola7792@gmail.com
6978. MUMBaI  : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
June 1989), Ht. 162 cms, Wt.50 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. Under-
graduate, Tailoring. Contact email : 
sd450199@gmail.com
6850. MUMBaI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster,  (Born in Octo-
ber 1989), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 56 kgs, 
Fair Complexion,  Smart looking, 
Edn. BBA, working as an Asst. Mar-
keting Manager. Contact email : 
alisha.v.fernandes@gmail.com
6849. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster,  (Born in 
November 1990), Ht. 5’, Wt. 51 kgs, 
Fair Complexion,  good looking, Edn. 
MBA in Marketing, working as a Assis-
tant Manager in Oil Company. Contact 
email : darlet_vaz27@yahoo.co.in
6900. MUMBaI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic spinster, (Born in 
May 1989), Ht. 4’ 10”, Wt. 51 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. BMS., 
Marketing specialization, working as 
a Customer Support. Contact email : 
pereira1189@yahoo.com
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He states his mission in God's will 
is “to be His witnesses”. Fr Ronald 
Serrao obtained his Licentiate in Sa-
cred Liturgy from St Anselmo, Rome. 
His thesis was on “From the Middle 
Ages to the Reform of Vatican II: Litur-
gical History of the Diocese of Manga-
lore”. He obtained his PhD in Sacred 
Liturgy from St Anselmo, Rome. The 
theme of his doctoral thesis is “Trans-
lation of Liturgical Texts”.

Fr Ronald Serrao has worked in vari-
ous capacities as a priest in Manga-
luru diocese. He was assistant parish 
priest at Moodubelle Church from 
1987 to 1989. Being the director of 
Mangala Jyothi, DBCLC from 1999 
to 2006, he has rendered invaluable 
service to diocese. Besides this, Fr 
Ronald Serrao has several books and 
articles to his credit.  He has written 
more than 60 books in Konkani and 
English. He has written several ar-
ticles to Joskiran, Raknno – Manga-

or Contact: 

ROYAL CHRISTIAN FAMILY
99, Perin Nariman (Bazargate) Street, 1st Flr, (Nr. GPO) Fort, Mumbai 400001

Tel.: +91 - 9820485389 / 9820473103.  Email: royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

Good Proposals
Serving the community trustworthily for the last 38 years!

Download the Registration Form from the below link:
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Online registration at our website: 
www.royalchristianfamily.com

Wide Choice of Christian Brides and Grooms 
Available from all over India & Indians settled abroad

Many happily married

In its service spanning over 37 years,

Royal ChRIstIan FamIly 
has helped thousands of marriageable boys and girls in finding their suitable life-partner from 

its wide data-bank of Christian Brides and Grooms from across India and all over the world
Our databank covers all major community profiles like  Goans,  Mangaloreans, East-Indians, Konkanis, Keralities, Tamilians, Anglo-

Indians, Maharashtrians,  Telugus, Gujarathi christians,  north Indian christians and many many more.  we also cover major 
christian Denominations catholics, Protestants cSI - cnI, Jacobites, orthodox and many more.

highly educated graduates, double graduates, Ph.D, Engineers, Doctors, Business-persons  and also simple high school educated 
boys and girls are available.

Indians abroad like canada, USa, australia, new Zeland, Europe, UK., Gulf countries and other parts of the world are registering to 
find a suitable match.

we have Brides and Grooms of interesting nature, taste and talents. qualities Lovable, homemakers, devoted from good family back-
ground.

Fr ronald Serrao new rector of 
St Joseph's Seminary, Mangaluru

 —Ivan Saldanha-Shet.

Rev  Fr Ronald Serrao has been ap-
pointed as the new rector of St Jo-
seph's Seminary, Jeppu, a historical 
and prime institution of Kanara which 
has long supplied quality priests and 
Bishops in big numbers to India and 
the world over. The announcement 
was made on the evening of Satur-
day May 18, 2019.

Rev Fr Joseph Martis served as rec-
tor of the seminary till date.  Fr Ron-
ald Serrao was serving as a professor 
of theology at St Joseph’s Seminary.  
Fr Ronald Serrao born 1960, is now 
59 years old and hails from Balakun-
je/Angelore of Mangaluru. He has 
a masters degree in sociology. Dr 
Ronald Serrao did his seminary stud-
ies here at St Joseph’s.  He was or-
dained as a priest on April 30, 1987.

luru Diocesan Weekly, Naman Balok 
Jezu and other Konkani Magazines 
on religious and social issues. A 
good musician Fr Ronald Serrao has 
composed a lot of sacred music and 
more than 100 Konkani hymns.  

Rev Dr. Peter Paul Saldanha, the 
Bishop of Mangalore appointed him 
and installed him on the same day.

Rev  Fr Ronald Serrao
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