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Churches shouldn’t be like 
supermarkets : Pope Francis

Vatican City:  Pope Fran-
cis said that at some 
churches it is difficult to 
tell whether you are in a 
house of God or a super-
market.

“There we have a busi-
ness, including the price 
list for the sacraments – 
nothing is free!”  the pope said during his homily at Mass in the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae.

The pontiff was continuing his reflections on the readings this 
week from 2 Maccabees, the Old Testament work about the Jew-
ish revolt against Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the ruler of the Seleu-
cid Empire.

The king tried to Hellenize the Jewish people, and outlawed vari-
ous Jewish practices and religious rites.

The Maccabean revolt led to the re-dedication of the Jewish Tem-
ple in Jerusalem, which is commemorated in the Jewish feast of 
Hanukkah.

Meanwhile, the Gospel reading was the passage from the Gospel 
of Luke, where Jesus drove the merchants from the temple, that 
he said was transformed into a den of thieves.

According to a report by Vatican Radio, Francis said watchful-
ness, service and gratuitousness are three things that can help 
us keep clean the temple of the Holy Spirit.

The pope said the temple can be safeguarded through service.

The pope mentioned St. John Chrysostom reprimanding those 
who were making many offerings to decorate the church but 
were not caring for the poor.

“This is not good.  First service, then decoration,” the pope said.

“Purifying the temple means caring for others,” he continued. 
“When we come forward to serve, to help, we resemble Jesus 
who is inside us.”

The pontiff then said it was “sad” when someone entered a par-
ish or bishop’s house, and could not tell “whether we are in the 
house of God or in a supermarket,” and complained about cler-
ics charging for sacraments.

The pope said God does not make people pay for salvation.

Francis anticipated the main objection to this point: That money 
is needed to maintain the buildings, provide for the priests, etc. 
… but responded by saying, “Give freely, and God will do the 
rest. God will give what is lacking.”

He concluded by saying our churches should be “churches of 
service, churches that are free of charge.”

(source: Crux, mattersindia)
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Prayer to St. Expedite for solving a financial crisis
I call forth the Power and the pres-
ence of St. Expedite in my time of 
financial trouble. I offer my body, 
heart, mind and soul upon your al-
tar of light. I have faith and trust and 
complete confidence that you will 
be my strength in this time of need. 
Quickly come to my assistance.
 (State Your Petition)______________
My financial need is urgent. Be my 

Light and Guide in this situation so that I may live with 
peace, love, prosperity and abundance and in the 
Praise of God.
Amen. (Promise Publication)

—Mrs. Juliana Pereira, Andheri

Thanksgiving

Thanks to Divine Mercy, Our Lady of Vailankani, Our 
Lady of perpectual Succor and St. Anthony

—A Devotee

sible and say nine Hail Mary's and the above prayer for 9 
days with a lighted candle and publish on the 9th day your 

request will be granted no matter how impossible it is 
—Stephen DSouza, Dadar

Thanksgiving
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be Praised 
Adored, Glorified and Loved today and 
everyday throughout the world, now and 
forever.Amen!!
Ask St. Clare for three favours two impos-
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Constitutional Concerns 
by - Fr. Cedric Prakash sj*

On 14 November, speaking at a function in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, the UP 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath vehemently stated, “I believe that after In-
dependence, the biggest lie in India is the word secular... the people who 
gave birth to this word and who use it, should apologise. No system can be 

secular. Political systems can be neutral towards sects, but not secular.” Coming from 
the CM of the biggest State in the country, this is obviously no off-the-cuff remark, but 
a well-calculated attempt to test the waters and at the same time prepare for the 2019 
General Elections.

This is not the first time that a Senior BJP functionary has negated a core value of the 
Constitution of India. There have been several utterances from many of them these 
past years, which have systematically denigrated and eroded the rights and freedom 
guaranteed in and of the values enshrined in the Constitution of India! There have 
been lofty proclamations of the establishment of a ‘Hindu State’ by 2020; the annihila-
tion of the minorities particularly the Muslims and Christians. Besides there are also 
routine pronouncements of the abrogation of  Article 370 which grants special status  
to Jammu and Kashmir and of Article 35A which was added to the Indian Constitution 
through a presidential order and which empowers the J&K Legislature to define the 
State’s ‘permanent residents’ and their special rights and privileges. There is talk of a 
‘Common Civil Code’; that the rights of the minorities have to be abolished. The word 
‘socialist’ in the Preamble does not gel with some of them!

Therefore, as the country observes yet another ‘Constitution Day’ on 26 November, 
the day on which in 1949 the Constituent Assembly adopted and gave to the people of 
India a Constitution the citizens of India have much to be concerned about!  The open-
ing words of the Preamble read “We, the People of India”. These visionary words 
basically imply two fundamentals (i) that the Constitution belongs to every single citi-
zen of the country and (ii) that no Government has the right to tamper or tinker with its 
basics unless there are grave reasons for Constitutional amendments. The Preamble 
focuses on basic principles, which are non-negotiable (sovereign, socialist, secular, 
democratic republic) and which provide a way of proceeding for every single citizen 
of India; enshrined in this Preamble are the core values of justice, liberty, equality and 
fraternity.

Much however, has happened in the country in the recent past: the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI), an independent Constitutional body, delays announcing the dates 
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of the Assembly Elections in Gujarat for 
no explicable reason. Several cases and 
complaints of how the Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) can easily be tampered 
with to benefit the ruling party are not 
looked into with the urgency and impor-
tance they deserve. The ECI apparently 
seems to take cognizance of ‘infringe-
ments’ by opposition political parties but 
seems to ignore major and more serious 
ones by the ruling political dispensation.

The Judiciary is the one body that has to 
safeguard the Constitution. There have 
certainly been some landmark judge-
ments; however, this seems today more 
an exception than the rule. We are aware 
that in several incidents the Judiciary 
seems to be compromised. Many of the 
judges and even public prosecutors sim-
ply toe a political party line, just because 
they are apparently ‘indebted’ to their po-
litical masters. We have several instances 
in which the guilty just get off (even when 
they murder) for want of ‘evidence’ or be-
cause the prosecuting agency has not 
done its job thoroughly. Justice A.P. Shah, 
the former head of the Law Commission 
has called for an investigation into the 
mysterious death of CBI Special Judge 
B. H. Loya in December 2014. Loya was 
the presiding Judge of the high-profile 
Sohrabuddin Sheikh encounter killing 
case, in which the prime accused was 
Amit Shah the President of the BJP. The 
Judge, who succeeded Loya, discharged 
Amit Shah.

The media is regarded as the fourth pillar 
of democracy: an absolute, if a democra-
cy is meant to be vibrant and meaningful. 
Sadly, this is not the case in India today. 
Several media persons, who have stood 
up for justice and truth, like Gauri Lankesh 
have been killed (on 21 November Sudip 
Dutta Bhaumik a Bengali language scribe 
was killed in Tripura); many more are in-
timidated and harassed and even have 
false cases foisted on them. A good per-
centage of mainstream media in India is 
corporatized, coopted or just bought up; 
these take comfort in being a ‘mouthpiece’ 
of the ruling party or the ‘establishment’.

Only a rare species among them would 
have the courage to highlight stories like 
the ‘mysterious’ death of Judge Loya, the 
blatant corruption of Jay Shah (the son of 
Amit Shah), of the suicides by farmers, of 
how Government policies like demoneti-

(Contd.. from p. 3)
zation have impoverished millions of Indi-
ans, of protests all over the country, of the 
profiteering by business houses like the 
Ambanis and Adanis. Above all, despite 
ample factual data none of the ‘big’ me-
dia houses will dare expose  the  colossal 
failure of the so-called ‘ Gujarat Model’; of 
how it has benefited a few at the expense 
of the vast majority!

As if on cue, most of the ‘mainstream’ 
media will conveniently defocus from the 
grim realities, which plague the nation 
today! Issues, which hog the headlines, 
are carefully orchestrated, they include: 
the film ‘Padmavati’ or a letter written by 
a Bishop to the Christians on voting for 
the ‘right candidate’ or a ‘Miss World Pag-
eant’ or of course a cricket match. Some 
TV anchors have managed to increase 
the TRPs in insidious ways. They think 
that they are divinely ordained to shout 
down, any dissenting voice, anyone who 
thinks differently. Those who stand up for 
truth and justice are immediately labelled 
as ‘anti-nationals!’ Some of the media an-
chors arrogate on themselves the ‘lie’ that 
they speak on behalf of the whole country. 
With political patronage, they literally get 
away communicating blatant falsehoods. 
Hitler’s minister of Propaganda Goebbels 
would not be able to compete with our ‘re-
publican’ propagandists!

Then we have our politicians. Many of 
them revel in hate speeches; they are di-
visive and discriminatory. They swear by 
the Constitution but alas, very often, their 
deeds belie their position and responsibil-
ity. If they are in power, people’s issues 
rarely take centrality; when they are in op-
position, they will do all they can to sabo-
tage the parliamentary process. (The rul-
ing party has conveniently postponing the 
Winter Session of Parliament without tak-
ing the opposition into confidence)  Many 
of them remember the people only before 
the elections; some of them, even preside 
over the killing of their own citizens. We 
have a BJP politician who offers a bounty 
for the killing of an actress. The police do 
not file an FIR, the Courts do not issue a 
‘suo motu’ and the ruling party seems to 
legitimatize his words and possible deed!

Finally, we have the ordinary Indian citi-
zens: millions burdened with trying just-
to-survive without access to the basic 
amenities of life. A sizeable section is at 
the receiving end of a grossly unjust sys-

tem. Millions become poorer every day. 
On the other hand, there is small ‘fringe’ 
group, who take law and order into their 
own hands; they are ‘convinced’ that they 
are the supreme authority who should 
decide about what the others should eat 
or drink; see or read; what others should 
wear or how they should worship. They 
feel they have a right to mete out punish-
ment: murdering ‘beef-eaters’ or ‘honour’ 
killing. The tragedy is that they seem to 
be in connivance with the Government or 
have the latter’s patronage. 

On the face of it, everything seems to be 
disjointed and rather unconnected. There 
is however, a method in this madness. As 
seen in the utterances of BJP functionar-
ies like Yogi and others from the Sangh 
Parivar there are sufficient indicators to-
day pointing towards the possibility of a 
change of some of the key elements of the 
Constitution. As long as the ruling political 
dispensation does not have the required 
numbers in Parliament, then the country 
is indeed safe. However, given the political 
machinations, the manipulations and cor-
ruption in high places anything can hap-
pen in the run-up to 2019. The common 
citizen has to be concerned!

Thanks to the visionary leadership of 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (the Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee appointed by the 
Constituent Assembly) and his team of 
highly committed persons we have a 
great Constitution. We need however, 
to question ourselves, as to whether we 
are truly vessels of justice, liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity and have the courage to 
challenge those who are hell-bent on de-
stroying the letter, spirit and sanctity of the 
Constitution. Ambedkar puts it succinctly, 
“Constitution is not a mere lawyer’s docu-
ment, it is a vehicle of Life, and its spirit 
is always the spirit of Age.” And he also 
states, “However good a Constitution may 
be, if those who are implementing it are 
not good, it will prove to be bad”

Every citizen must then be concerned 
about what is happening to the Constitu-
tion of India. ‘Constitution Day’ is an ap-
propriate one, to pledge that one needs to 
do all one can to safeguard and promote 
the spirit and sanctity of our Constitution!

* (Fr Cedric Prakash sj is a human rights activist. He is 
currently based in Lebanon, engaged with the Jesuit 
Refugee Service (JRS) in the Middle East on advocacy 
and communications. 
Contact: cedricprakash@gmail.com )
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Healing saints

This is with reference to the article  
‘Healing saints for common ailments’ 
( Secular Citizen , Nov. 13) giving us 
a list of “ some popular and not so 
well known saints  to invoke for com-
mon ailments” by an unknown author. 
There are many more popular saints 
who are also invoked in times of dire 
need, distress and illnesses, but no 
one knows why. One of them is  the 
very popular St Anthony of Padua 
who is known as the saint of lost items 

, and also invoked in times of drought 
to bring down rain on his feast day, 
June 13. Even the church has no an-
swers for these superstitious beliefs 
and who made these appointments as 
Fr Michael has rightly said in his letter 
( Secular citizen, Nov, 27).  However, It 
would be interesting to know why the 
church observes February 3 , as the 
feast of St Blaise as the patron saint 
of throat ailments with official bless-
ing of throats with  a pair of crossed 
candles.

—A.    F. Nazareth, Alto porvorim.

Ease of Business...
The government went gaga at the 
announcement (31st October 2017) 
by the World Bank Group’s latest 
Doing Business 2018: Reforming 
to Create Jobs, which reported that 
India Jumped 30 Places In Ease of 
Business.  India's improved rank-
ing in the World Bank ease of doing 
business index is a boost for the gov-
ernment which has had to defend its 
economic policies amid criticism 
over the GDP growth rate hitting a 
three-year low in the April to June 
quarter. India for the first time moved 
into the top 100 in the World Bank’s 
Ease of Doing Business global rank-
ings on the back of sustained busi-
ness reforms over the past several 
years. And they patted  their backs. 
So, is India a good place for doing 
business ?  One would think so.

Come to think of it, was there a doubt 
about the ease of business here in In-
dia ?  Take for instance, the business 
of trading in ‘stolen’ mobiles.  On 
the 11th of November, the Mumbai 
Mirror reported about how a Zambi-
an resident, named Murali Dhar, who 
had come to Mumbai some time in 
October, and how his Iphone was 
stolen, and how he spent around a 
week at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Terminus (CSMT) station in or-
der to get back his phone.  And in 
the process, he exposed the ease 
with which the business of trading 
in stolen mobile phones and drugs 
is conducted in the CSMT area, 
seemingly with the cooperation of 
the authorities.  The zambian resi-
dent seemed to have come down to 
Mumbai looking for business possi-
bilities.  He says, "I had come here 
to liaise with the Indian govern-
ment on behalf of my company, 
and I will go back having spent a 
week living at a Mumbai railway 
station. The experience gives me 
goosebumps," 

So, should we be content with 
being No. 100 ?  Shouldn’t we be 
ranked Ist ?

Melville X. D’Souza
- Orlem, Malad West

joints. A rash usually appears 3 to 4 days 
after the start of the fever. Nausea, vomit-
ing and loss of appetite are common.

Each type of the dengue virus is re-
emerging worldwide, especially in the 
western hemisphere. Researches have 
shown that several factors are contributing 
to the resurgence dengue fever such as un-
controlled urbanization, increased interna-
tional travel, substandard socio-economic 
conditions, and finally global warming. 
Global warming has shown to be a major 
contributor to the spread of dengue fever. 
Global warming can cause dry spells in 
some countries and increased rainfall and 
humidity in others. The dry spells reduce 
small medium bodies of water like springs 
and ponds to small puddles that become 
potential breeding ground for mosquitoes. 
Likewise increased rainfall and humidity 
also leads to collection of water that af-
fords possible breeding grounds for mos-
quitoes.

Dengue is spread by the Aedes Ae-
gypti, a domestic, day-biting mosquito 
that prefers to bite humans. They breed in 
clean water. Currently there is no vaccine 
available to prevent this fever.  But scien-
tists are trying their level best to invent a 
vaccine against this disease.

The only treatment for dengue and den-
gue fever is complete bed rest and intake 
of plenty of fluids like water, juices and 
milk.

—Jubel D’Cruz

Dengue fever: Signs & symptoms
Nowadays many people suffer from 

dengue and dengue fever. Dengue and 
dengue fever are caused by either one 
of four virus serotypes: DEN-1, DEN-2, 
DEN-3 and DEN-4. The four viruses are 
closely related to each other but however, 
they are antigenically distinct. 

This disease used to be called break-
bone fever in earlier days because it 
sometimes causes severe joint and mus-
cle pain. It is transmitted by the Aedes 
Aegypti mosquito, which also transmits 
diseases as yellow fever.

The origins of the word dengue are not 
clear, but one theory is that it is derived 
from the Swahili phrase "Ka-dinga pepo", 
meaning "cramp-like seizure caused by 
an evil spirit". The Swahili word "dinga" 
may possibly have its origin in the Span-
ish word "dengue" meaning fastidious or 
careful, which would describe the gait of a 
person suffering the bone pain of dengue 
fever. Alternatively, the use of the Spanish 
word may have derived from the similar-
sounding Swahili. Slaves in the West In-
dies who contracted dengue were said to 
have the posture and gait of a dandy, and 
the disease was known as "Dandy Fever".

The symptoms of dengue are severe 
headache, pain in the muscles and joints, 
and rash that can be described as small 
red spots. Some patients experience gas-
tritis, diarrhea, vomiting and abdominal 
pain too. Dengue usually starts suddenly 
with a high fever, headache, pain behind 
the eyes, and pain in the muscles and 
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“Goodbye Mr Chips” is 
the story of Mr Chip-
ping, the Latin teach-
er of Brookfields 

High School in America. He was af-
fectionately called “Mr Chips”. During 
World War I the German teacher Max 
returned to his fatherland Germany, to 
fight for his country. Chips was sad-
dened by the “waste of young lives in 
a pointless war”, and tells 
his students that a per-
son’s goodness is more 
important than their na-
tionality.

 Chips, as we all know, are 
made from the ubiquitous 
potato. The aloo is back 
in the news. Earlier there 
was only “Jab tak samosa 
me hain aloo, thab tak Bi-
har me hain Lalu”. Now we have an-
other political hot potato, with Rahul 
Baba claiming that “Modiji has a ma-
chine. If you put an aloo in at one end, 
you will get sona (gold) at the other”. 
This statement went viral, thanks to 
the well oiled PR machinery of the 
BJP. What Rahul hoped would be a 
punch line boomeranged to punch 
him in the face. 

This statement reminded me of a 
naughty joke, dating back to World 
War II in Germany. Food processing 

and assembly line production were 
just taking off. A German manufac-
turer boasted that if you put a pig in 
at one end you would get a sausage 
at the other. A cynic opined that if he 
had put his sausage in at one end he 
would have got a pig at the other. He 
was referring to the birth of Hitler! A 
million rupees in sparkling 2000/- 
notes to anybody who could please 

tell me which machine Rahul 
had in mind when he made 
his claim.

I did some research on the 
aloo, first cultivated by the 
Peruvian Incas circa 3000 
BC. The Spanish conquista-
dores found it there in 1537 
and brought it to Europe. 
Spain and Portugal together 
form the Iberian Peninsula. 

So the aloo could have rolled across 
to Portugal, from where it would have 
landed with Vasco da Gama in Goa, 
shortly thereafter. A friend who re-
cently visited Portugal told us that in 
Portuguese the aloo is called batata, 
in the same way that Maharashtrians 
say batata wada. In Goa it is batate. 
So what is wrong with the potato – 
batata – aloo traversing the globe to 
enter Modiji’s alleged machine?

Surely there is nothing wrong with the 
aloo, but it could be misused. For that 

we need to go back to the great Irish 
potato famine from 1845-49. It was the 
worst famine in 19th century Europe, 
brought about by the blight, a crop 
disease. It had originated in America 
(cross border infiltration). The Irish 
were then under autocratic British rule 
(dictatorship). Their representatives in 
parliament were rich landlords (a feu-
dal upper class). Prior to the advent 
of the potato, the Irish ate a variety of 
cereal staples. But because of small 
land holdings they switched to a high-
er yielding cash crop, the potato (a di-
etary change for the poor, under com-
pulsion). They sowed only one strain 
of potato – the Irish Lumper (uniform 
potato code). The peasants’ rich ab-
sentee landlords oppressed them by 
sending ruthless rent collectors (tax 
raids). For two centuries the Catholics 
(who constituted the majority) were 
denied education, employment and 
even voting rights (economic oppres-
sion and social ostracisation based 
on religion). Over a million died of 
malnutrition and hunger (like in our 
hospitals). So is modern India also 
starved of ideas and staring at a fam-
ine (controlled public discourse and 
an economic downturn)?

Long ago the father of the nation had 
said that that there is enough for every 
one’s need, but not for their greed. In 
our haste to promote a consumerist 
culture (aka development) are we not 
widening the gap between the haves 
and have nots? Are subsidies for the 
poor and social security now anathe-
ma in an economic policy that favours 
the rich and famous? Modiji is no al-
chemist to convert aloo to sona. Let 
alone alchemy, demonetisation and 
GST indicate that he knows nothing 
much of the economy either.

So is Rahul the alternative? Can he 
convert aloo into sona? Has he a 
magic wand to liberate the country 
from draconian rule? In 2014, after the 
Congress drubbing in the Lok Sabha 
elections I had written an article, “Why 
Rahul Should Quit”. (It is accessible 
on the net). I felt that he was incom-
petent, and whatever his goodwill, he 
was actually destroying the Congress 

(Contd.. on p. 7)

Hello Mr Chips

by chhotebhai *
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party. There is no perceptible change 
in my opinion. 

He recently admitted that he cannot 
match Modi’s oratorical skills. To that 
one may add theatrical, political and 
surgical. But I feel that Rahul’s real 
problem is conceptual. He thinks in 
English and tries to convert the meta-
phor into Hindi. During the 2014 cam-
paign he repeatedly referred to wom-
en’s empowerment (sashaktikaran). It 
became the butt of jokes. Speaking 
at Allahabad University he had said, 
“garibi ek soch hai”. What he probably 
meant was that it was a state of mind. 
He had similarly said, “Daliton ko ek 
farsh chahiye”. He probably meant 
that they needed a platform, not a 
floor! His aloo machine comment has, 
in like manner, floored both his sup-
porters and detractors. The only good 
punch line that I have heard from him 
is about the Gabbar Singh Tax. It may 
have been prepared by his team, but 
it hit home.

Other than his articulation, Rahul 
Baba is often faulted for his dynas-
tic lineage, something that he tried 
to compare with Amitabh Bacchan’s 
son following in his father’s footsteps. 
It was another bloomer. But dynasty, 
per se, could not be so bad, if the in-
heritor is competent. Dynasty is cer-
tainly not limited to the Gandhi family, 
so it would be unfair to single them 
out for it.

The papacy is considered one of the 
most sacrosanct offices. Yet it has 
had its fair share of dynastic rule or 
nepotism. (Nepote is Italian for niece/ 
nephew). Silverius, who became the 
58th pope in 536 was the son of St 
Hormisdas, the 52nd pope. St Paul I, 
the 93rd pope succeeded his older 
brother Stephen III, the 92nd pope. 
Sergius II, the 102nd pope was so 
sick that the papacy was handled by 
his brother. John XI the 125th pope 
was the illegitimate son of Sergius III 
the 119th pope. And Innocent III the 
172nd pope was the nephew of Clem-
ent II. So much for that hallowed of-
fice.

In America we find that George Bush’s 
son also became the President. Bill 
Clinton’s wife almost made it there. 
Donald Duck Trump has already ap-
pointed his daughter Ivanka and her 
husband to his White House staff. 
His bete noire in North Korea is also 
a dynastic ruler. We have more than 
our share in Indian politics. Mulayam 
Singh Yadav has almost a dozen rela-
tives holding electoral office. Karu-
nanidhi is not far behind. Then we 
have the Scindias, Abdullahs, Muftis, 
Patnaiks, Pilots, Thackerays, Pawars, 
Badals, Mahajans, Reddys, Naidus 
etc. A long list.

But the obverse is also happening, 
led by the main protagonists – Rahul 
and Modi. Both are de jure or dse 
facto unmarried. As are Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee, Naveen Patnaik, Manoharlal 
Khatri, Mamta Banerji, Mayawati, late 
Jayalalithaa, Sarbananda Somowal, 
and the latest to join the pack, Yogi 
Adityanath. But quite frankly, not hav-
ing a spouse may not be a strength. 
There is the old saying that behind ev-
ery successful man there is a woman. 
I would modify that to say that beside 
every successful person there is an 
intelligent and critical spouse. A good 
spouse is the best antidote to mega-
lomania.

Only time will tell if post aloo we will 
have to say “Goodbye Mr Chips”, or 
“Hello Mr Chips”. As of now, with a 
one man show and a two man army at 
the helm of the nation’s affairs, I fear 
that our chips are down. 

Will the great Irish potato famine of 
the 19th century be echoed in a fam-
ine of ideas and leadership in India 
in the 21st century? I earnestly hope 
not. Because we need good and 
strong leaders in both the Govt and 
opposition if indeed we want India to 
again be called “sone ki chidiya”, with 
or without the aloo machine. Else we 
would be deep fried batata wadas and 
will have had our chips.

* The writer is the Convenor of the 
Kanpur Nagrik Manch

(Contd.. from p. 6)

BHOIR GARDENS
* Open air garden for Ceremonies 

* Theme Decor * Accommodation 300 - 1500 
guests * Open Catering * Parking space for 

above 100 cars * 2 AC Changing Rooms

Bhoir Comound, Off Western Express Highway, 
Suhasini Pawaskar Road, Ghartanpada No.1,

 Dahisar (E), Mumbai 400068
For enquiry call Godwin Mendes: +91 9920387618 or 

Patrick Master +91 9820325889



8 4 December 2017 

by Don Aguiar

The strategy is two-fold -

First, to supposedly build India's 
future, our government came out with 
a Right to Education....

But here's the fine print.

Right To Education is another Gov-
ernment decision which could back-
fire over the coming few years even 
though the government expenditure 
on the Right To Education has gone 
up manifold over the years. The lev-
el of education students receive has 
crashed dramatically. More than 25% 
of our population is still illiterate. Right 
to Education DOES NOT provide any 
right to education...All it gives is a right 
to attend school.

So, even with a "Right" to Education - 
We have students who can't read. Stu-
dents who can't do basic mathematics 
and to make the matters worse, that 
number has crashed by more than 
50% over the last decade.

Effectively, we are creating a job 
force that is unskilled, uneducated 
and could NOT add to India's Growth 
Story.

The second step of Modi's strategy to 
create jobs is programs like Make in 
India and how's that working out?

The government and their mainstream 
mouthpieces will tell you it's been a 
huge success. But once again, the 

reality on the ground tells an entirely 
different story.

In Uttar Pradesh, for 368 peon posi-
tions, the government received 23.3 
Lakh applications.

In Chattisgarh, for 30 peon posts, the 
government received 75,000 applica-
tions.

In Amroha, again Uttar Pradesh, for 
114 sweeper posts the government 
received 19,000 applications.

And to make the matters worse, 
among these applicants were PhDs, 
Graduates, and Post-Graduates. So, 
we're already at an alarming stage if 
we have doctorate holders applying 
for a peon position.

Why? Because despites Modi's best 
efforts, there are simply nowhere near 
enough jobs to avoid a Demographic 
Disaster.

According to data from the 2016 Re-
port on the Fifth Annual Employment-
Unemployment Survey, only 60% of 
Indians worked for 12 months of the 
year. In other words, 40% (4 out of ev-
ery 10) Indians does not have regular, 
paying work. But because of the cre-
ative way the government measures 
unemployment, less than 5% of Indi-
ans are considered "unemployed".

In rural areas, the situation is much 
worse. Almost half of rural-based Indi-
ans can't find regular work.

According to news reports, in India, 
people don't dream of becoming en-

trepreneurs like they do in the West, 
they dread it!

With more 12 lakh new job-seekers 
entering the market every year this 
situation could only get worse!

Imagine what happens when millions 
of young men can't find work and can't 
afford to eat-we've seen this story un-
fold a thousand times before-and it's 
not pretty.  We saw it with the "Arab 
Spring"

Once again, history has been rewrit-
ten by the mainstream media, to be 
a revolution by Muslim extremists. 
But the truth about the Arab Spring is 
that it initially had nothing to do with 
religious radicals. The Boston Globe 
correctly called it "a revolution of the 
hungry". Young men in North Africa 
and the Middle East finally got tired of 
being unable to afford food-the result 
has been almost 7 years of chaos and 
destruction.

In virtually every major city in India, 
you can see extreme poverty-but now 
picture what happens when millions 
of intelligent, educated, politicized 
young Indian men are forced into sim-
ilar circumstances-they will organize, 
and they will march the streets with 
pitch forks.

There is too little of government at-
tention paid to core areas like law 
and order, education and health—
too few judges, too few teachers who 
teach, too few hospital beds; also 
too few trade negotiators and too 
few policemen, especially those with 
proper training. It should be obvious 
that there are many things that the 
state does inadequately or badly, and 
many tasks that the state has need-
lessly taken on itself.

But the government won't be there to 
save you. At the first sign of trouble, 
the government will try to save itself

Now, before you write this off as yet 
another jibe at corruption in govern-
ment. Let me make it extremely clear 
that this is NOT about just corruption.

India's Economic 
EMERGENCY?

II

(Contd.. on p. 9)
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It's about our Government trying to 
come up with ambitious solutions 
without taking into account its own 
implementation capabilities or even 
that of the system as a whole.

And this lack of planning and under-
standing of ground reality actually 
adds to the corruption in our country!

A good way to think about the ambi-
tions of Government is to think of a 
funnel which is very wide at the top 
and very narrow at the bottom.

When any program is being planned 
by the Government, they put in huge 
resources into the planning. Right 
from designing the scheme, check-
ing conditions for the disbursement of 
money under the scheme. The trouble 
begins when it's time for execution.

The Government could plan the pro-
gram but actual implementation has 
to be carried out at the local govern-
ment level. And this is where it all falls 
apart.

Let's look at MGNREGA as an exam-
ple. The planning, and even the idea, 
behind the act were excellent. How-
ever, the ground reality is that there 
is a huge leakage from the top of the 
funnel to the bottom.

Here's how, in my view, the Govern-
ment's MGNREGA actually adds to 
the corruption:

-       Officials 'steal' from the system 
money by over-reporting

-       Officials 'steal' from the system 
by not passing on the benefits

-       Officials 'steal' from the system 
because no one complains
The solution is not that simple...How-
ever, there is no denying that we have 
far too few people managing the ex-
ecution of our Government's plans at 
grassroots level.

Our Public Distribution System (PDS) 
also adds to this 'Funnel of Corrup-

tion'.

These are crores and crores of ru-
pees which are stolen by corrupt of-
ficials because our Government can-
not manage the execution of their 
programs. All of this continues us on 
the downward spiral to economic di-
saster.

People are being paid crores to do 
work that's not being done and in a lot 
of cases it's work that doesn't need to 
be done but the point is, this scheme 
is unsustainable. When we reach the 
"tipping point", these corrupt govern-
ment systems will collapse, and they 
risk taking the Indian economy with 
them.

Now, I'm sure all of us are in favor of 
an inclusive banking sector. We need 
more and more people to get into the 
formal economy and get away from 
cash transactions. And our Govern-
ment seems to have the right idea 
through their Jan Dhan Yojana and so 
on.

But here's something the Government 
DOES NOT share with us. The banks, 
that we are supposed to entrust with 
our hard-earned money, are them-
selves under threat! Yes, these banks, 
in the past, have happily given away 
our money to businesses which can-
not repay it now - Adding to crores in 
Non-Performing Assets.

In fact, the situation is so bad that many 
corporates which got these loans 
are now in the 'stressed companies' 
bracket. In other words, the profit that 
they make, even before paying tax, 
is less than the interest they need to 
pay on their loans. If these companies 
aren't earning enough to even pay in-
terest on their loans do you think they 
could pay back the principle ever?

Almost 40% of the loans given out by 
Indian banks are to companies which 
are now stressed. A large chunk of 
these bad loans are because the 
loans were not given on merit but 
maybe given out to appease the politi-
cal masters. Or for still other reasons. 
But the undeniable fact is that a large 
part of these loans was given out to 
people who were in the end not able 
to repay them.

However, as we saw, just creating new 
programs and throwing tax-payer's 
money into them is not the solution.

The questions we need to ask are -

Can't our Government utilize this 
money in a better way?

Can't our Government ensure better 
execution of the Right To Education 
Program?

Can't our Government actually work 

(Contd.. from p. 8)

Prayer & Thanksgiving 
Prayer to the Sacred Heart

 Oh lord Jesus Christ, to Your most Sacred Heart i confide 
this intention (your request). Only look upon me, then do what 
your love inspires. let your Sacred Heart decide ... i count on 
You ... i trust in You ...i throw myself on your mercy. lord Jesus, 
You will not fail me.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, i trust in you.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, i believe in your love for me.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Your kingdom come.

 Sacred Heart of Jesus, i have asked you for many favors, but 
i earnestly implore this one. Take it, place it in your open Heart. 
When the eternal Father looks upon it, he will see it covered with 
your Precious Blood. it will be no longer my prayer, but yours, 
Jesus. Sacred Heart of Jesus. i place all my trust in You, let 
me not be disappointed. amen.

—A Devotee.
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The purpose of Jesus’ coming into the 
world and dwelling among us as the 
"Word made flesh" was to reveal God 
and His grace to the world through 
his very life and teaching, but also 
very specifically through his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Reflecting 
this emphasis, Advent, much like Lent, 
originally was a time of penitence and 
fasting, and so shared the colour of 
Lent.

In the course of time, the 
Third Sunday of Advent 
came to be known as 
Gaudete Sunday (gau-
DEH-teh), from the Latin 
word for "rejoice" - a time 
of rejoicing in that fasting 
was nearing its end. The 
shift from the purple of the 
season to pink or rose for 
the Third Sunday Advent as regards 
both the vestments and the candle 
on the wreath reflects this lessening 
emphasis on penitence as attention 
turns more to the celebratory aspect 
of the season, the Advent theme song 
O Come, O Come Immanuel resound-
ing anew with a hint of enthusiasm 
and anticipation! This in a way, paral-
lels the fourth Sunday in Lent which is 
observed as Laetere Sunday (lay-TAH-
reh), a Latin imperative meaning "re-
joice", ‘rose’ the colour of the day.

Of Lush Greens and Blush Reds!
Liturgically, Red and Green each have 
their own use and significance during 
the Church’s Year. But at Advent and 
Christmas, they present a more secu-
lar aspect of Christmas, what with the 
lush green Advent Wreath ushering 
in Advent and then giving way to the 
Holly Wreath and Tree at Christmas, 
blending in beautifully with the litur-
gical Gold and White of Christmas! 
While Green symbolizes the new and 
everlasting life made possible for us 

by Christ, Red highlights the exuber-
ance of joy at Jesus’ birth!

The circle of the Advent wreath 
symbolizes the continuity of life in 
God Himself, His eternity and endless 
mercy, which has neither a beginning 
nor an end. The green of the wreath 
denotes the hope of newness, of re-
newal, of eternal life in God. Candles 
per se symbolize the light of God com-
ing into the world through the birth of 
His son. While the four outer candles 

represent the period of wait-
ing during the four Sundays 
of Advent, which themselves 
symbolize the four centuries of 
waiting between the prophet 
Malachi and the birth of Christ, 
the inner candle, lighted on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day, represents the ultimate 
hope of the Saviour’s birth in 
our midst.

The light of the candles itself be-
comes an important symbol of the 
season, reminding us as it does on the 
one hand that Jesus is the light of the 
world who comes into the darkness of 
our lives to bring newness, life, and 
hope and, on the other, that we are 
each called to be a light to the world, 
reflecting the light of God's grace to 
others (cf Isa 42:6). 

What the world needs now is not 
merely love, but hope. Without hope, 
without some sense that this is not all 
there is to life, that there truly is a God 
who will come and restore all things, 
there will never be much love, at least 
not the kind of love that is truly Chris-
tian. And it is this hope, this expecta-
tion moving toward faith that Advent 
properly observed as a preparation 
for Christmas can express so well.

Festive commencement of Advent
Two important feasts occurring almost 
at the commencement of Advent are 

Advent - 
Season Of Hope And Anticipation!

by Ladislaus L 
D’Souza

that of Saint Nicholas [6 December] 
and the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary [8 De-
cember], both feasts highlighting the 
generosity aspect of Christian living. 
The memorial to the holy bishop of 
Myra, helps recall the generosity of 
his charity towards the poor which in 
time evolved into today’s Christmas 
Gift-giving custom, an apt occasion to 
expound the true meaning and signifi-
cance of Santa Claus amidst rampant 
commercialization. As for the Solem-
nity of the Immaculate Conception, 
we recall the Creator’s generosity in 
sending the Son as our Saviour and 
Mary’s own sense of generosity in be-
ing cooperative toward making that 
happen, but for which Christmas (and 
Easter) would have been much longer 
in becoming reality! 

(Contd...from last issue)
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A true Christian spirit
It was most satisfying to read that 

the huge Cross outside the Holy Family 
Church, Chakala had been relocated by 
the Parishioners with the active support 
from the BMC workers. This whole exer-
cise was carried out with a lot of dignity. 
Those outside agencies involved in this 
task showed a lot of respect and sensi-
tivity and made the occasion a solemn 
one. By cooperating with the authorities 
the Parish Priest and the Parishioners 
earned fulsome praise from the Senior 
Police inspector who supervised the 
entire operation. He said that he had 
never before seen such co-operative 
approach in the many such operations 
involving different religions in the past. 
There was perfect discipline and prayer-
ful silence befitting the occasion. This is 
a matter of pride for the community. The 
report which appeared in the leading 
newspaper of the city must have been 
read by millions of citizens – Christians 
and non-Christians alike.

The authorities had approached the 
Church authorities to spare part of the 
compound for road widening exercise 
at one of the most congested junctions, 
at Chakala. The demand was in public 
interest and therefore must be viewed 
as such and dealt with reasonably and 
maturely. It adds to the stature of the in-
stitution. Religion must take precedence 
but there are occasions when it is nec-
essary to view each request or notice 
with an open mind. Firstly the motive 
behind the notice or a request needs to 
be properly understood. If it is in public 
interest the same has to be seen as an 
exercise in the interest of the residents 
of that area which also includes the 
Christian community. Road widening 
definitely falls in that category. If on the 
other hand, if some unscrupulous civic 
functionary tries to dubiously browbeat 
the Parish authorities to help a politician 
or a private builder, the whole commu-
nity must challenge the system.

In the past some of the Parishes 
did not address genuine requests from 
civic and government agencies with an 
open mind. Some of them reacted ad-
versely and showed undue resistance. 
There must be room for frank nego-
tiations with the concerned authorities 
and an amicable solution found to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. It must 
be appreciated that when it comes to 
religious issues, the authorities are 
sensitive to the concerns and feelings 
of every community especially where 

the property is held by the owner legally 
with proper documents of title. Even the 
courts take a lenient view in such cases. 
Of course where places of worship are 
built on municipal or government land, 
they take a serious view. In recent times 
the courts have come down heavily on 
the municipal authorities for failing to de-
molish illegal religious structures. Some 
unscrupulous elements simply grab 
some piece of land and put an idol there 
more as insulation against demolition 
rather than for the genuine reverence for 
the deity. The municipal authorities do 
not generally hasten to demolish such 
structures for fear of divine retribution. 
This encourages the slumlords and oth-
er such elements to grab more land.

Other parishes which have been 
approached by the authorities should 
take a cue from the Holy Family Church 
in Chakala. They negotiated with the 
authorities smartly and got what they 
wanted. The authorities have agreed 
to give them extra FSI in return for the 
space sacrificed by the Church for road 
widening project. The Church is also 
believed to have asked for proper traffic 
management at the junction which is an 
accident prone area. It shows that the 
authorities are willing to meet legitimate 
demands so long as we, as a community 
co-operate with them. Of course in sen-
sitive matters like the cemetery, there is 
always room for reasonable settlement. 
Let us, in a spirit of true Christian way, 
show that we respect the law of the land 
and co-operate with the municipal and 
government authorities. Let us not opt 
for a confrontationist approach which is 
counterproductive.

*****

VIP racialism? 
Only recently there was an incident 

at one of the North Eastern airports in 
which a young medical student was held 
up due to the undue delay in the depar-
ture of her flight in view of the arrival of 
the President by a special flight. All this 
goes in the name of the protocol for VIP 
movement which is in place for decades. 
In the process the medical student who 
was to take a commercial flight to at-
tend a family funeral could not make it. 
Well, the President himself is not at fault 
because of the system that is in place – 
good or bad.

The fault lies with the airport authori-
ties and the airline concerned more so, 

the former. In this case the airline does 
not decide anything on its own. But it 
has a duty to keep its passengers post-
ed at regular intervals about the status 
of the flight. Many a times, especially 
when it is responsible for the delay, 
the airline shies away from keeping the 
passengers informed. Everything goes 
in the name of technical reasons even 
if it is held up waiting for a VIP to arrive. 
The passengers who have paid for their 
tickets are on their way for a variety of 
reasons like business, marriages, funer-
als etc. It is not that only the VIPs have 
important engagements.

Unfortunately, VIPs [and we have 
plenty] are a source of nuisance. On 
the road ambulances are held up and 
patients die for want of timely medical 
care. Pregnant women deliver in the 
vehicle. People rushing to catch a flight 
miss their flight. Why? All because VIPs 
are so important that we lesser mortals 
have to adjust all the time. It is time the 
roles are reversed especially the politi-
cians who claim they are there to serve 
us. Expecting them to serve us is too 
far-fetched but surely they can join the 
main stream and behave like common 
citizens. In reality, they all gang up to 
ensure that they get more privileges. 
Otherwise they fight like cats and dogs 
all the time. We all need to stand up and 
challenge the system so that the rights 
of the common man are not curtailed to 
benefit the netas.

The incident involving the flight of 
the President is by no means a case of 
VIP racism. The flight of the lady was 
delayed and one of the ministers who 
saw her crying arrived by a flight which 
was allowed to land obviously when the 
‘No flight’ protocol was in operation. If 
a flight cannot leave during that period 
how can a flight land? Was it because 
some ministers were arriving? That, if 
true it is highly unfortunate and it will fall 
in the category of  VIPism. It is time the 
authorities revisit the whole issue and 
take the reality of the time into consid-
eration. The Prime Minister says every 
Indian is a VIP. Hope he means it.

VIEWS on NEWS                                                             

by Marshall  Sequeira
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by Ivan Saldanha-Shet. 

Rare Rosaries, thousands never seen 
before anywhere in Kanara were dis-
played, the history behind them was 
enormous, no two rosaries alike.  An 
exhibition of rarest of the rare holy ro-
saries, from all parts of the globe is 
sure a thrilling experience.  More than 
50,000 rosaries and religious articles 
with essential information on display 
at the Rosario Cathedral Cultural hall, 
and the talk of  coastal areas.  The 
collection and motivation came from 
a Keralite   enthusiast and collector  
Sabu Caiter and family who were very 
present and interacted with delighted 
visitors who poured in. 

  In 1569, the Dominican Pope Pius 
V,  officially established the devotion 
to the rosary in the Catholic Church. 
The Holy Rosary is considered a sol-
emn  prayer because within it lies the 
awesome story of our salvation. Many 
say it often, and it is said that rolling 
the rosary beads between the fingers 
can remove anxieties and calm the 
mind and body. The year 2018 is set 
to be dedicated to the Rosary by the 
Universal Church.

Sabu Caiter Peecy 
Family collection :
Hailing from Kerala, the story of this 
rare collector of rosaries and memen-
tos is well on the way to be a legend. 
He very solemnly proclaimed at every 
turn, the exhibition aims to motivate 
people to increase the practice of 
family prayer and the use of the Holy 

Rosary and devotion to 
Mother Mary.  

Sabu Caiter's pas-
sion goes back near 
40 years, just in his 
teens then, his grand-
father passed away. At 
the grave side  young 
Sabu emotionally  col-
lected the rosary that 
was placed on his 
grandfather's chest. Lit-
tle did he realise that it 
would create a passion 
for rosaries. Of course, 
it helped that both his parents were 
avid rosary collectors. Soon, Sabu ex-
celled and when relatives and friends 
abroad asked him what he wanted, he 
always said, “ A rosary that is differ-
ent.” As a result of his constant effort 
his collection now is a wonder, with 
every rosary different from the other. 

The collection grew rapidly after he 
received two rosaries at Velankanni.   
His collection consists of rosaries 
gifted to Sabu by Popes, Bishops, 
Cardinals, Priests, Nuns, relatives and 
from his friends across the globe and 
grows rapidly. . He has been fortunate 
enough to be gifted with rosaries used 
by Saint Mother Teresa, which she 
gave him in person.  Rosaries made 
of gold, silver, ruby and emeralds are 
in his possession.  A rosary costing 
about 5 lakhs, made in Singapore 
with white gold and red diamonds is 
the costliest.  His prized possession 

includes a rosary given to him by 
Pope Francis. His request to Pope 
Francis for a rosary, brought also 
special blessings from the Pope, not 
only in the form of the Rosary which 
he wanted but also a rare Holy Cross, 
a memento and a letter by the Pope, 
for Sabu's commendable work - this 
definitely serves as his most powerful 
motivator. 

His wife Benetta  and son Francis Ag-
hil equally contribute in the efforts, he 
added.  Sabu, who has stock market 
background, felt that the blessings in 
the form of rosaries matters  to him a 
lot. His collection, in that way, is price-
less, he added.  He also has collec-
tion  of statuettes, relics, holy litera-
ture and so on. He plans to go for a 
Guinness record in the future.

Rarest of the Rare : 
Sabu's collection carries at least 9,000 
certified rosaries. There are also Holy 
Rosaries from Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Fatima and Lourdes.  The visitors 
were made up from all walks of life, of 
all ages, even a few elderly in wheel 
chairs were seen. Each rosary is dif-
ferent in colour, size, design, material 
and other things. Some were special 
from the point of their antique value; 
there are 800 such old rosaries. Three 
hundred are from Vatican City alone, 
most are Italian made.

Sabu has organised this exhibition in 
this region for the first time. He plans 

Thousands of rare holy rosaries

(Contd.. on p. 15)
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Let's face it - no one is 
perfect. This is why for-
giveness is such a key 
element to make any re-
lationship healthy and 
successful

Couples who believe their 
soul mates will fit their fu-
ture lives and expectations 
like a glove are in for a ma-

jor disappointment. Down the line, 
they will realise that both partners are 
inevitably bound to make mistakes 
and hurt the other. This is the point 
where they will realise the importance 
of forgiving people. Read on to know 
the importance of forgiveness in mar-
riage.

Before we present how we can actu-
ally practice forgiveness in a relation-
ship or marriage, let’s look at some of 
the effects of holding a grudge.

l Adds bitterness and anger to the 
relationship

l Hinders in our ability to enjoy 
and live in the moment

l Adds to our anxiety and depres-
sion levels

l Disconnects us from the other

Find a way to dislodge yourself 
from negative emotions:
Instances include therapy, yoga, im-
proving your physical health, and 
practicing expressing thoughts, feel-
ings, and wishes in a respectful way. 
Resentment can build when people 
sweep things under the rug, so avoid 
burying negative feelings.

Look for the positive:
Sometimes, it’s all about the perspec-
tives. Even though it may be the last 
thing you may want to do, especially 
in cases where you feel you have 
been deeply wronged, dwell on some 
of the positive outcomes of that epi-
sode. What valuable takeaway did it 

have for you? When you change your 
own perspective and use that experi-
ence to gather important lessons for 
yourself, then forgiving will become 
easier. 

Empathize with the other:
Try and put yourself in your partner’s 
shoes. Try to understand what they 
went through, or why they may have 
done so. Analyse if you’ve ever made 
a similar mistake in the past. Try your 
best to think of their positive qualities; 
all this could help you understand that 
it was not their intention to cause you 
pain. Perhaps, they are dealing with 
their own issues which has nothing 
to do with you. Do not listen to your 
over-critical inner voice; try and empa-
thize  as best as you can.

Accept that people do the best 
they can:
This does not mean that you condone 
the hurtful actions of others. You sim-
ply come to a more realistic view of 
your past. As you take stock, you will 
realize that all people operate out of 
the same basic drives, including self-
interest.

Talk to get help:
If the offending act of a partner were 
extremely hurtful, like in the case of 

Forgiveness can save marriage

cheating, then letting go and continu-
ing the relationship becomes very 
hard. In such cases, it’s best to talk 
to someone close to you or get pro-
fessional help to better navigate your 
feelings. This way you will be able to 
get the support you deserve to help 
yourself through the process.

Understanding can do the trick:
Understand your partner. Try not 
to blame them and empathise with 
their feelings. They also feel quilty for 
their mistakes and try to impove but 
sometimes it just doesn't work out. 
It's your responsibility to understand 
your partner and their situaltion. Talk 
to him about his life and about your 
life together.
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The Maharashtra Chapter of 
the All India Catholic Union 
joined the count down to the 
Centenary Celebrations of 

AICU by organising a thought pro-
voking Symposium on the subject 
‘God and Caesar – Evolving Com-
munity Focus’ at Bandra Gymkhana, 
Mumbai on November 19, 2017. The 
galaxy of speakers led by none other 
than Rt. Rev Bishop Thomas Dabre, 
Bishop of Pune,  Retd. Chief Justice 
Ferdino Rebello of the Allahabad 
High Court, Dr. John Dayal, eminent 
journalist and social activist and Mr. 
Albert W. D’Souza, renowned busi-
nessman and educationist provided 
an eclectic mix of religion, legal, lay 
and business perspectives to create 
a wonderful fusion of insights bring-
ing to the fore various nuances on the 
highly seminal topic of discussion.

‘Caesar’ is eponymous for the po-
litical and administrative system ever 
since Jesus spoke the famous words 
‘Give unto Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar….’ (Matthew 22:21).The All 
India Catholic Union has taken on 
the mantle to empower the laity to be 
involved with the Socio-Spiritual, Po-
litical, Administrative and Economic 
spheres and stand up for their rights 
through a strong laity organisation.  

The seeds of this organisation 
were sownat the First All India Catho-
lic Conference in 1919 which was 
held under the eminent leadership 
of Prof.A.Soares, Mr. F.A.C. Rebel-
lo and Prof. C.J. Varkey. Mr. F.A.C. 
Rebello, a visionary is particularly 
known for starting so many Catholic 
Banks, Gymkhanas and Societies 
that are now celebrating their cente-
naries in Mumbai and other places. 
The organisation particularly got a 
fillip when Mr. George Menezes be-
came its president in 1986. The AICU 
has been growing from strength to 
strength as a democratic federation 
with affiliated Catholic Associations 
across the States, Dioceses and Dis-

tricts in India. The AICU in turn is affili-
ated to the CBCI and dialogues with it 
on laity empowerment issues. 

The Chairman of the Centenary 
Celebrations Committee Mr. Eugene 
Gonsalves who had come from Kol-
katta while praising the organisers-
said that Mumbai always organises 
the best of events for AICU. They had 
a five-year plan to bring in the Cen-
tenary of AICU and the first of the 
programs was an Inter-Religious Dia-
logue at New Delhi that was presided 
over by Ms. Najma Heptulla, Minister 
of Minority Affairs in Sept.2015. Ever 
since programs have been held in 
Mumbai, Goa, Kolkatta, Hyderabad 
and other regions by its affiliates. Mr. 
Lancy D’Cunha National President of 
AICU apprised the audience of its cur-
rent activities. Mr. Raphael D’Souza 
State President of AICU Maharashtra 
thanked its affiliate the Bombay Cath-
olic Sabha for collaborating with the 
AICU in organising the program that 
had the involvement and presence of 
Catholic Associations from Pune, Va-
sai and Nagpur. 

Ms. Rita D’Sa, president of the BCS 
read out the message from H.E. Car-
dinal Oswald Gracias who wished the 
Symposium much success. Mr. Ra-
phael D’Souza read out the message 
from  Rt. Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas, 
Secretary General CBCI, who sent his 
best wishes for the Symposium and 
wrote, “It is also my desire that the 
CBCI and the AICU work ever more 
closely for the benefit of the Church 
and for the Glory of God”. Mr. Don 
Aguiar, Maharashtra State Secretary 

of AICU proposed the vote of thanks. 
The entire programme was deftly an-
chored by Gordon Dsouza, immedi-
ate past President of the BCS.

Bishop Thomas Dabre who set 
the ball rolling, with his inimitable wit 
and candour first traced what Indian 
Catholics have given to GOD in the 
form of saints, cardinals, bishops, 
priests and religious to work in His 
vineyard. He then traced the historical 
contribution of the Catholic church in 
India in various spheres related to 
education, health and social emanci-
pation, highlighting the fact that the 
Church had more than given to Cae-
sar what belonged to Caesar.   The 
idea of a secular and pluralistic soci-
ety is being eroded, he lamented and 
alluded to the growing intolerance 
towards religious freedom and free-
dom of expression.  Having imbibed 
the essence of spirituality through his 
vast research and study of the sacred 
scriptures of various religions, he ex-
pressed the need for a deeper under-
standing of the commonality of our 
religious identities. 

In the same vein, Justice Re-
bello, recalling the Tryst with des-
tiny speech of  Nehru at the eve of 
Independence,  decried the threat of 
persecution and targeting of minori-
ties and advocated the strong rule of 
law to counter this growing menace.  
The Constitution of India, he assured 
the gathering, guarantees our free-
dom…. the right to privacy and the 
right to practice and propagate our 
faith and also to change our faith.  He 

AICU Centenary Symposium
“God & Caesar”

(Contd.. on p. 15)
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highlighted three broad challenges:  
Common civil code, Conversion bill 
and the safeguarding of one’s rights 
after conversion.    We need to con-
tinue to have faith in a Judiciary that is 
free and fearless, he concluded.

Dr. John Dayal in his forthright and 
hard hitting style,  posed a frighten-
ing question:  Who can guarantee that 
there will be a constitution in 2020?.   
He painted a grim landscape of the 
alarming reality of what the future 
holds for the community in particu-
lar and the minorities in general with 
the changing face of Hinduism tilting 
more towards militancy, minority quo-
tas in our institutions at stake and the 
threat of FCRA controls.  He exhorted 
the gathering to introspect whether 
we as a community were working to 
face the challenges of the future given 
our limited resources and outreach.  

Mr. Albert W. D’souza from a busi-
ness perspective bemoaned the lack  
of  initiative  from the Catholic com-
munity with a very limited footprint in 
the business arena with just 5 Chris-
tian companies nationwide in the  Rs. 
500 plus crores turnover category.  
He stressed on the need for us to 
enhance the economic power of the 
community and pointed out the brain 
drain from the community to greener 
pastures in foreign lands that is re-
sponsible for the pathetic state of af-

fairs vis-à-vis our community.    We 
must, he emphasised shore up our 
dimensional knowledge, develop an 
appetite to change  from  ‘employee’ 
attitude to an “employer attitude” and 
also the appetite  for risk taking and 
build up our financial muscle if we 
have to make a significant impact as 
a community 

The  very animating  Q&A session 
that followed brought out  some more 
thought provoking insights that added 
further value to a very enriching and 
stirring symposium

Mr. Thomas Lobo, who moder-
ated the symposium, very ably and 
competently managed the proceed-
ings with his apt summarizations and 
interjections that further enhanced 
the value of a very absorbing evening 
programme.  The event surely has left 
an indelible mark on over 200 strong 
participants, which included priests, 
nuns, professionals, businessmen 
and lay people,  as they grapple with 
the question:   Between God and Cae-
sar whom do we render what?   

Raphael D’Souza
Maharashtra State President - AICU

(Contd.. from p. 14)

to take it to Mumbai too which has 
not yet been privileged. It will be a 
blessing for the church in Mumbai 
to get him and organise exhibitions 
there. He said he has displayed his 
rosary collection in Bengaluru and 
Mysuru, apart from many places in 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala and the last 
one in Mangaluru  was the 125th 
major edition.  He has displayed 
parts of his collection in at least 150 
churches for short durations.  

Here are rosaries flowing,  blessed 
by Saints, St John Paul the second 
and Mother Theresa. It also has 
nearly 200 statues of Mother Mary 
in different shapes and 100 Crosses, 
nearly 700 other statues and 400 
Relics- all collections of Sabu, a lay-
man. The exhibition is intended to 
help the devotees understand the 
rosary more and use it; to others it is 
to know. The Exhibition also includes 
those Rosaries that are blessed by 
St Pope John Paul II and St. Mother 
Teresa.   His family, under the name 
of "Peecy Family Rosary" has dedi-
cated itself to organise such exhibi-
tions across the country free of cost. 
I want a large number of people to 
come and patronize this Expo and 
get attached to the rosary and prayer 
he said.  
 
In 2002 Pope John Paul II introduced 
the Luminous Mysteries, in an Ap-
ostolic Letter on the Rosary, Ro-
sarium Virginis Mariae.  Pope John 
Paul II had said that Rosary was his 
favorite prayer, we also need to fol-
low in his footsteps and say Rosary 
daily and gain many blessings. At 
the end of the exhibition in Manga-
lore, five Karnataka Bishops, Rev 
Dr. Bernard Moras, Archbishop of 
Bangalore, Rev Dr. Francis Serrao 
SJ Bishop of Shivamogga,  Rev Dr 
Aloysius Paul D’Souza the Bishop of 
Mangalore, Bishop Lawrence Muk-
kuzhy of Belthangady and Bishop 
Jerald Lobo of Udupi, felicitated the 
admired Sabu and Family. Indeed 
there is no doubt that such displays 
and expositions can aid peace and 
harmony in world civil society.

(Contd.. from p. 12)

May the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus be Praised Adored, Glori-
fied and Loved today and ev-
eryday throughout the world, 

now and forever. Amen!!

Ask St. Clare for three favours two 
impossible and say nine Hail Mary's 
and the above prayer for 9 days with 
a lighted candle and publish on the 
9th day your request will be granted 
no matter how impossible it is 

—Peter Crasto, Mumbai

Thanksgiving
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Vadodara: Archbishop Thomas 
Macwan of Gandhinagar has urged 
Christians across India to “pray” for 
the victory of the “humane” leaders in 
the Gujarat state elections, express-
ing concerns about secular and dem-
ocratic future of the nation.

In a Nov. 21 letter reportedly sent to all 
bishops of India and churches across 
Gujarat, Archbishop Macwan said the 
Gujarat election is “significant” for the 
future “course of our country”.

The letter, without naming any po-
litical party nor making any direct 
appeal for vote, said the results of 
Gujarat state election “are significant 
and it will have its repercussion and 
reverberation throughout our beloved 
nation. It will influence the course of 
our country.”

“We are aware that the secular and 
democratic fabric of our country is at 
stake. Human Rights are being vio-
lated. The constitutional rights are be-
ing trampled. Not a single day goes 
without an attack on our churches, 
faithful or institutions. There is a grow-
ing sense of insecurity among the mi-
norities, OBCs, BCs, poor and so on. 
Nationalist forces are on the verge of 
taking over the country. The election 
results of Gujarat State Assembly can 
make a difference.”

The letter urged the churches in Gu-
jarat to hold prayers to seek divine 
intervention for selection of “humane” 
candidates.

“The Bishops of Gujarat state request 
you to organize prayer services in 
your parishes and convents so that 
people, who would remain faithful to 
our Indian Constitution and respect 
every human being without any dis-
crimination, are elected in the Gujarat 
state Assembly,” it states.

The letter cited examples from histo-
ry where powerful prayers to Mother 

Mary helped topple tyrannical rulers 
in Europe and said, “The recitation 
of the Holy Rosary at individual, com-
munity, family and parish-levels will be 
of great help… It will save our country 
from nationalist forces too.”

According to the 2011 Census, the to-
tal population of Christians in Gujarat 
is 0.52 per cent.

While this is the first time that the 
Catholic Archdiocese has issued a let-
ter like this, Archbishop Macwan said 
the letter has been issued to Catholics 
across India to join in the prayers and 
has no “malicious” intention.

“The letter has only been sent to the 
Christian community. I have given it to 
the Bishops across India to pray. We 
can always pray for good humans to 
be elected as leaders. Where do we 
Christians stand in Gujarat, at a bare 
0.5 per cent of population? It has not 
been issued with any bad intention. 
If anyone uses the letter to divide the 
society or polarize voters, it will be un-
fortunate,” Archbishop Macwan said.

Source: Indian Express

Gandhinagar Archbishop urges 
to pray for Gujarat election
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Some years ago, when my life 
had been colourful, before it 
turned to black and white, I 
had reported on the ‘Francis-

can Warriors’, the little group of child 
soldiers that banded into an army to 
right the wrong and bring in justice 
to society! They used to meet in the 
shady green compound behind the 
Buthello house, under the spreading 
Jamun tree to discuss the 
current problems and plan 
strategies to solve them. It 
was much before the time 
soldiers guarding the Indian 
frontiers were given addi-
tional duties of carrying poli-
ticians across flood waters 
and building bridges for the 
poor ‘cattle class’ of people 
that still travelled by the overcrowded 
suburban railway! 

However this story is for lauding the 
efforts of our Franciscan warriors who 
have now grown up and are about to 
step into adulthood, which sometimes 
equips men with clear vision and long-
term goals. There had been changes. 
Little Bella, always banished to the bot-
tom of the class for being a girl, had 
now graduated to being a blushing 
young lady, busy in her own feminine 
world of fashion and beauty. There 
were new recruits to this army- boys 
residing in the recently developed 
buildings and were still awed by the 
glamour of living in this fashionable 
suburb. The venue for the meetings 
of the Franciscan Warriors had shifted 
to the corner of the school ground 
to escape the regular cry emanating 
from the house, “ Are you all study-
ing or no? Who will answer the exams, 
me?” Well how to tell mama that the 
syllabus had changed over the years 
and there was a very slim chance that 
she would fit into the narrow wooden 
bench to sit there for 2 hours solving 
Trigonometry? Besides who would 
prepare the lunch? 

So it was at the new venue on the 

school ground next to the hockey 
enclosure that the boys felt safe to 
discuss the problems, some of which 
were not meant for the ears of their 
parents and guardians. As the army 
had gone underground for the sake of 
secrecy, none of them boasted of their 
lofty ideals of making life worth living 
for every citizen in this indifferent city. 
Building castles in the air and statues 
in the sea did not solve the problems 

of the army or their families 
and circle of friends. 

Today, the first on the agen-
da was the issue of Valerie 
whose cycle had slipped 
and fallen into the ditch while 
returning from school. They 
gave it a thought. It was not 
possible to summon the fire 
brigade that was busy rescu-

ing a cat from the tree behind the local 
police station. Neither could they ask 
for help from the traffic police direct-
ing traffic close by. On close scrutiny 
they discovered it was only Anita, the 
Traffic Marshal, who was known to 
her dedication to duty. They knew that 
she would never desert her post even 
under threat from any Neta and his 
bodyguard!

So an SOS had gone out to the whole 
battalion that swiftly responded and 
rushed to the roadside to haul Valerie’s 
bike out of the ditch. The brigadier, (he 
had been promoted from captain to 
brigadier while we were away!) asked 
the engineer of the group for a plan of 
action. But the legal mind in the team 
wanted the matter to be brought to 
the notice of higher authorities so that 
the battalion could claim the expens-
es. Not to be left behind, the civic ac-
tivist among them argued that those 
who repeatedly dig the same roads at 
regular intervals and leave the citizens 
at the mercy of the Corporation need 
to be brought to book. But how? 

Brigadier Buthello swiftly took the mat-
ter into own hands and declared that 
they would approach Captain Andy’s 

mother who was known for her efforts 
to keep the suburb clean and green. 
But then, could the bike be left in the 
ditch for such a long time?  Besides, 
it was lying in the ditch right under the 
sign that said, “Men at work, please 
bear with us ”They frantically looked 
around for the men at work- there 
were none! That was another point to 
be noted – why do they post errone-
ous signs, it should have been “men 
at rest, you better learn to bear with 
us”.

The watchman at the entrance to the 
ground who was privileged to sharing 
their tea and snacks from Dora’s shop, 
came forward and offered to help. Af-
ter fetching a rope from somewhere, 
he was assisted by his friend from 
the neighboring building as the bike 
was pulled out of the ditch. By now 
inquisitive onlookers had thronged 
to the scene, as time pass, an activ-
ity famous in this city. The noise, the 
shouting had attracted such a large 
number of passersby that a press 
reporter rushed to the scene, happy 
that he had traced a major event in the 
life of the city. 

The next morning, ‘Brigadier’ Buthel-
lo’s parents lined him and their young-
er son up against the drawing room 
wall as they court-martialed both as 
to what they were doing amidst that 
huge crowd on the road, with arms in 
the air and mouths wide open…..

Grandfather Buthello reclining in his 
favourite armchair at the back of the 
room was flashing at the boys a photo 
in the day’s morning paper, that said 
it all!

The Franciscan Warriers, 
back again!
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by Rtn. Calwyn D'Abreo

 
It has been sometime since my last 
confession.

I have been taught to confess to 
you, padre , because the man-
date to stay Catholic refers to 
this activity as a requirement to 

become absolved of your sins before 
perdition gets to you. I remember that 
the Church is sacro sanct about this 
collaboration between you , the sinner 
and the celibate priest, your chosen 
confessor who listens to you across 
the wooden iron hybrid grill with em-
broidered diamond shaped holes. 
And I can see through as if like visiting 
a cloistered nun in a closed door con-
vent inside the polished cage with an 
ergonomic backrest for the padre and 
a seat of satin to fulcrum the human 
torso and the moisture of spittle and 
often a sneeze embedded since last 
year’s Lenten . I kneel in submissive 
silence yet I speak the spoken word 
for the padre to hear but my voice is 
in whispers as if I am asking my virgo 
uxor,

legal bed partner and christian wife to 
shift her body weight from my femur 
so that I can rise again within the dawn 
, at least , the next day in the morning 
to see the sun say ‘solar power to you 
brother , we meet again.” And my dia-
log goes lie this at the confessors box. 
"Padre, I have sinned exceedingly in 
all my thoughts , words and , and , 
and, and …..in my feelings. No , not 
my deeds. Never. I just thought about 
them. Only thought about them for less 
than 17 seconds before they became 
reality. Can’t I visualize Leone and me 
in a sauna. Why can’t I, why….? I have 
sinned against all the ten command-
ments as they were in their original 
form before Moses broke them into 
alphabets when He came down Mt 
Sinai and witnessed the Sunburn and 
the DJs on the sands of the desert. He 
liked the music but he had a no, no, 
no for the dance. At the least, there 

could have been a better choreogra-
pher and Aaron should have been the 
event guy and He would have come, 
gratis. Leave aside the sponsors and 
the freebies available during the show. 
And the shampoo samples with the 
water from the Nile. Gifts from heaven. 
The Padre leaned his chubby cheek 
against the confessional grill and as 
if he could has kissed me for telling 
the truth but I gather he was short of 
hearing as he asked me this ques-
tion. ‘How many times?. Holy Moses 
! I said to my self… the guy was really 
bad with his ear drums… He is clini-
cally , nearly deaf. I said ‘only once ‘. 
What a lie, what a lie I prompted my 
conscious mind. You told the padre 
a lie. So what. It is not my fault that 
the padre is deaf. I appraise this dis-
closure as a lie but a venial lie, a ve-
nial sin. What the hell. Even if it broke 
loose. I am on protinex, I can fight the 
serpent and the lion. Forget about 
the tiger , I have his animal picture all 
over my travel bags and I am yet not a 
member of the sena but only of Hotel 
Sinclair in the cool climb of the hills in 
the north.

Surprisingly , I was absolved of all 
my sins and  even my condolence 
message for Hugh Hefner , the edi-
tor of Playboy magazine. This Chris-
tian Catholic clerical officer said just 

three words as he ceded 
to defend me from the 
perils of hell... he said, 
'No matter what, remem-
ber, thoughts become 
things... " The padre 
raised his hands to bless 
me after giving me a pen-
ance study and some 
homework and a list of 
tom and jerry cartoons 
I must see. He also ad-
vised me to read the les-
son I must learn by heart 
on page 14, 15, and 43 
of the a book titled ‘The 
Greatest Liar the World 
still Loves’ by Tarzan and 
Jane, Edgar Rice Bur-

roughs ,1975 edition , Happy Book 
Stall, Bandra.

I believe, you, too, can find a gracious 
padre like the one who I confessed 
too. You could also afford the formi-
dable liar in you. Pray , so that your 
prayers will be heard, soon. There 
aren't many more padre people to find 
from amongst these special holy peo-
ple we honour. And at a time when we 
are going digital and becoming drone 
owners and dress up with a cold 
shoulder ensemble to receive com-
munion as if you left your epaulets at 
home or somebody borrowed them 
to dress up for a school band parade. 
Even if you watch EWTN via cable or 
dish whilst the hungry black crows 
still change the geography of your 
longitude and latitude as they perch 
to play splish splash games with the 
pedestrians and  the sublime.. So use 
your influence to get knighted by the 
Church and be absolved of your sins. 
Also drink red wine . It is Biblical and 
Jesus oriented. It's got to be good for 
health. It makes you happy and you 
sin less because you are most often 
hit by the resveratrol - the good vita-
min and the Jesus antidote for an al-
coholic liver. Natus Ad Maiora. All of 
us... born for greater things. Actually, 
with a debt to pay.

Bless Me Padre For I have sinned
Humour!
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Inspiration!

Mental wealth is about 
building positive well-
being in individuals 
and communities and 

raising awareness of issues sur-
rounding mental health.  It caters 
to the amount of developmental 
knowledge and wisdom of which 
one has contributed their efforts 
into obtaining over the course of 
their life. You can also say that 
mental wealth is the total sum of 
useable knowledge which can 
be applied into one's life for the 
benefit of prosperity. Let's find 
out more about the emerging and the 
most-talked about concept and how it 
affects our lives in a positive way.

You will see people promoting "well-
ness" all over, from magazines and 
Instagram to TV and radio, but not 
so many of us are talking about good 
mental health. One aid to good men-
tal health is adopting the right mind-
set. This is very important because 
how we think creates how we feel. In-
vesting in our mental health amasses 
mental wealth. The principle is simple. 
Just like in banking, making depos-
its helps us build wealth, so that in a 
time of need, we can pay ourselves 
from our profits or gains. Ultimately, 
if we want to feel good we have to 
think good thoughts. Thinking right 
feels amazing. Conversely, negativity 
harms good mental wealth and health 
as well. Therefore, today we would 
present to you some holistic tips that 
have the potential to cause a shift to 
everyday mentality, habits land life-
style choices. Here are some 'men-
tal wealth' dos and don'ts to keep in 
mind.

Commit to two types of hobbies - 
one creative and one physical: 
Make your hobbies something you 
like or love to do. Don’t worry if you’re 

good at it. If you’re not sure what you 
like, do try some things out before de-
ciding they’re not for you. You can try 
to think of things you can do with your 
hands, as fine motor activities are 
good for cognition. We suggest lyou 
to consider gardening, as it potentially 
meets both of these criteria as green-
ery rejuvenates attention as well.

Look for a 3D learning effect: Natural 
learning, playing and relating in a real, 
are three dimensional environments 
at its best: Don’t believe that there 
are any apps, games or software that 
can make you or your child smarter 
or make your life better.  Don’t worry 
that you’ll be left behind if you don’t 
have the latest gadget. Don’t look at 
Facebook if you’re depressed or if it 
makes you jealous and don’t believe 
that others are living fun-filled glori-
ous lives based on Facebook pages. 
What lyou must do is: relate to your 
spouse and family without gadgets 
around.  Don’t believe your child is 
only capable of being interested in 
electronics—they’ll naturally expand 
their interests if technology distrac-
tions are removed. Don’t let your child 
Skype, chat on Facebook, or text 
while doing homework—despite what 
they tell you, it does not help them 
work faster.

and then maybe read or talked by 
candlelight, then went to bed.  Try 
to match your sleep-wake cycle 
with nature, and get some sun-
light right when you wake up. Try 
to wake up without an alarm if you 
can.  Appreciate that being de-
synced from our natural rhythms 
is strongly associated with both 
physical and mental health is-
sues, including depression, bipo-
lar disorder, and ADHD.

Practice love and compassion: 
Learn that putting our heart in a 

coherent rhythm pattern influences 
and syncs brain activity, and that we 
can put ourselves in a state of coher-
ence by thinking loving and/or com-
passion thoughts or memories while 
doing heart-centered breathing. Learn 
this technique, and do remember it’s 
an incredibly powerful self-healing 
you can practice at any time—includ-
ing when you’re frustrated with your 
health or healthcare.

Make your work environment as 
natural and as physical as possible: 
Our ancestors did not sit in chairs, 
and that doing so weakens your core, 
while strengthening the spinal muscles 
helps support higher brain centers. If 
you have to work at a desk or com-
puter, do vary your position as much 
as you can by sitting on a ball, using a 
“standing desk,” or sitting on a kneel-
ing chair. Don’t be afraid to do some 
manual labor to provide deep sensory 
input and increase blood flow to your 
limbs. Go outside during your lunch 
or other breaks to get some sunshine. 
Do use healthy lighting—natural light-
ing is best, followed by incandescent 
bulbs. Try to put some greenery all 
around you—it helps naturally restore 
attention and reduces air pollution, in-
cluding electro-pollution. 

Mental Wealth: An investment that pays off

Sync your body clock with nature:  
Our ancestors used to wind down 
then go to sleep after sundown. Ac-
knowledge that as recent as a hun-
dred years ago, people ate dinner 
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RoyAl ChRistiAN FAmily,

99, Perin Nariman street,   1st 
Floor,  Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.

To Place Your Matrimonial 
advertisement Call: 
2269 3578 OR 2265 4924

Members  are  requested  to 
inform us when they are settled, 
so  that  publication  of  their 
details can be discontinued.

6800  MUMBAI :  Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in February 1985), 
Ht. 6’, Wt. 90 kgs, Wheatish Complex 
ion Edn. S.Y. B.Com.,  working as a 
Customer Service. Contact email : 
mariacardoz@indokem.co.in
6799  MUMBAI :   Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Bachelor, (Born in 
November 1989), Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 95 
kgs, Fair  Complex i o n ,  E d n . 
B.Sc., Nautical, working as a 2nd Of-
ficer in Merchant Navy. Contact email 
: dsouzaal.89@gmail.com
6798  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in No-
vember 1987), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 74 kgs, 
Fair Complex ion, Edn. BE, working 
as a 2nd Engineer in Foreign Ship. Well 
settled, handsome, simple and hum-
ble. Contact email : marialewis198@
gmail.com
6797  MUMBAI :   Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1987), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish 
Complex  ion, Edn. B.Com., 
working for Five Star Hotel in Mumbai.  
Contact email : johnserrao14@yahoo.
com
5996-R. MUMBAI : RC Bachelor (Born 
in November 1974) / 5’8”, B.E., work-
ing in Senior position reputed IT firm. 
Pl. reply with photograph and details 
to  keithcardozo@hotmail.com OR 
9820338755
6113 MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in August 
1976), Ht. 6’, Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. HSC., Dip. in A.C. 
Mechanic, working as a AC Techni-
cian in Muscat. Contact Email : su-
aresroshan@gmail.com 
6507 MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Bachelor (Hearing Impaired) 
(Born in September 1989), Ht. 5’ 9”, 

Wt. 62 kgs, Fair  Complexion, Edn. 
HSC., Dip. in Computer Hardware. 
Working as a Cashier.   Contact email 
:  clifford9948@gmail.com  OR 
9920331773
6485 MUMBAI: North Indian R.C. 
Bachelor, (Born in  October 1974), Ht. 
5’ 7”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.Com., working for an MNC 
in Mumbai as Back Office Executive. 
Contact email : awr88@ rediffmail.
com
6763  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Bachelor, (Born in May 
1978), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion,   Edn. HSC, working 
as a Captain. Contact email : harryd-
silva3@gmail.com
6756  MUMBAI :   Goan Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1977), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,   Edn. 12th std. (HSC), 
working as an Admin. Assistnat in 
DUBAI. Contact email : charlottei-
rani@yahoo.com
6744  MUMBAI :  Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in November 1980), 
Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 59 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion,  Edn.  Graduate, Service. 
Contact email : fernandes.ed2@gmail.
com
6743  DUBAI :  Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in September 
1976), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 76 kgs, Wheatish 
Complex ion,  Edn.  BBA., working 
as a Key Accounts Manager / Sales 
& Marketing. Contact email : wilson-
almeida87@yahoo.com
6734  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in April 1981), Ht. 6’ 
2”, Wt. 85 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn.Diploma  in Hotel Management, 

well settled. Contact email : tauro.
roshan@gmail.com
6707.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  June 1975), Ht. 5’ 10”, 
Wt. 70 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
B.Sc., having own business. Seeks a 
Family oriented girl. Contact email : 
maxabreo@yahoo.com / maxabreo@
vsnl.net
6700.    MUMBAI :  Goan RC bach-
elor, (Born in  September 1979), Ht. 5’ 
7”, Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com.,   w o r k i n g 
for Private Firm. Contact email : 
savio_101in@yahoo.co.in
6662 MUMBAI : Goan R.C. Bach-
elor (Born in September 1972) Ht. 5’ 
7”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. Edn. HSC., Selfemployed, Con-
tact email: antferns72@gmail.com 
6654 MUMBAI : Mangalorean R.C. 
Divorcee (Born in October 1980) Ht. 
5’ 11”, Wt. 95 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. Hotel Management, working asa 
Asst. Manager in CANADA, seeks 
an educated, homely, UK bases girl. 
Contact Email :  gladways207@gmail.
com  OR  Mob.: 9930721252
6619  MUMBAI : Goan Roman Cath-
olic Bachelor, (Born in September 
1985), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 82 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn.  MBA Finance, woking in 
MNC. Contact email : josh99.joshva@
gmail.com 
6618  MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Bachelor, (Born in December 
1989), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 56 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. Edn. M.Sc., work-
ing as a Resource Manager. Contact 
email : fernandesclyde176@gmail.
com 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

Check your email at least once 
a week for proposals from Royal 
Christian Family and other mem-
bers
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6780  GOA :  Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in March 1987), Ht. 5’ 
4”, Wt.50 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.B.B.S., M.D. (Armenia), Doctor by 
profession. Working in DeLhI. Con-
tact email : samantha.saldanha07@ 
gmail.com
6795. ALLAhABAD :  Roman Cath-
olic Spinster, (Born in March 1978), Ht. 
5’, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. M.Com., Workaing for MNC. 
Contact email : sujata.josephine@ 
gmail.com
6801. MUMBAI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in July 
1991), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Sc., Working. 
Contact email : monicathrt@gmail.
com
6665. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
October 1986), Ht. 4’ 9”, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. 12th (HSC), Hair 
Dresser by profession. Seeks Manga-
lorean / Goan / East Indian Bacheor. 
Contact email: alcheckmate@gmail.
com OR 9867292764  
6661. GUJARAT :  Goan / Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born 
in November 1983), Ht. 5’ 6”, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. D’ed, B.A., B.’ed, 
from Mumbai University, working as 
a teacher in Convent School. Contact 
enmail : juhaina.2015@ rediffmail.
com  
6658. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
October 1987), Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 45 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.E. in 
E&T. with Master, working for Corpo-
rate firm. Contact email : jovi_tanger-
ine@yahoo.co.in 
6657. VADODARA :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster,(Born in May 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 9”,  Wt. 75 kgs, Fair Complexion, 

Edn. B.A., working for MNC. Contact 
email : cheryl24052001@ yahoo.com 
6651. MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in  May 
1984), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working as 
a Customer Support in DUBAI. Con-
tact email : dsilva.seema@gmail.com 
6645. ABU DHABI :  East Indian Ro-
man Catholic Spinster from Mumbai 
(Born October 1992), Ht. 5’ 5” (166 
cms), 62 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
B. Com, MBA (Finance) U.K. working 
for a Bank in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates. Family U.A.E.  based for past 
25 years. Seeks a Professionally quali-
fied bachelor, below 30 years working 
or settled overseas / On Board with 
sober babits, good family values, from 
a respectful family. Contact email : 
leteciaprisca@gmail.com
6644. MUMBAI :  Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  December 
1991), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 52 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. Graduate (Travel/Tours), 
working as Sr. Operation Exe.,
Contact email :  bernie0164@ gmail.
com OR 9930466725 
6642. MUMBAI :  Goan/Manga-
lorean Roman Catholic Divorcee, (Born 
in  September 1979), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 
60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
B.Com., working as a Customer Ser-
vice, Seeks a suitable match. Contact 
email : rowmonteiro@yahoo.com OR 
9820792115 
6640. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in December 1980), 
Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 85 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. M.B.A-HR, B.Com., 1st class, 
working as an Asst. to Vice President. 
Contact email : rodrigues2631@gmail.

com 
6639. MUMBAI : Protestant Spinster, 
(Born in June  1981), Ht. 5’, Wt. 50 
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.A. 
Journalist, Working as a Fashion De-
signer. Contact Mob: 9820250350 
6638. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Ro-
man Catholic Spinster, (Born in May 
1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 57 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. M.Com., Bank Of-
ficer. Contact email : noronha2305@
gmail.com  
6635. MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in Janu-
ary 1990) Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn.M.Com., B.Ed., 
Teacher by profession. Contact email 
: judithds1901@gmail.com 
6633. MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, (Born in July 1989), Ht. 5’ 
4”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.E., Computer Science, work-
ing for Foreign Bank. Contact email : 
mendonca17edward@gmail.com 
6632. MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in November 
1989), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 60 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.A., working as 
a Travel Counsellor in MNC. Contact 
email : denverr89@gmail.com 
6631.  MUMBAI : Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
September 1983) Ht. 5’ 7’, Wheatish 
Complexion, Ph.D., from American 
University, working as a Senior Health-
care Consultant in a MNC Mumbai. 
Kindly reply with details and full length 
photograph to mendoncaedwina@
gmail.com  

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com
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6528. DUBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 1985) 
Ht. 5’ 7”, Beautiful and Fair Complex-
ion, Edn. Masters in Health, Care 
(MHA), Employed as a Manager in 
MNC Dubai, is looking for a suitable 
alliance between the ages of 32 to 36 
with a height 5’ 10” and above. Kindly 
respond directly to the party by email 
: aara8185@gmail.com with your pho-
tograph. 
6392 MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  May 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 54 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. MBA in Pharma Management, 
working as a Senior Process Associ-
ate at TCS. Seeks a well educated and 
well settled bachelor. Contact email : 
zenalobo89@yahoo.co.in 
5619 DUBAI : Mangalorean R.C. Spin-
ster, (Born in November 1981), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 60 kgs, Fair Complexion, Working  
in Govt. Hospital in Dubai as Special-
ist Doctor (M.D.) Seeks a  well qulified 
bachelor from Decent family. Kindly 
send the profile and recent photograph 
to Email : alliance12313@yahoo.in  
5997 MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October 
1974), Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.D.S. Dentist by profes-
sion. Email : drcleona@yahoo.com 
6129 MUMBAI :  Tamilian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in December 
1983), Ht. 4’ 11”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working 
for Bank, Contact email daisy.dec1@ 
gmail.com 
6192 MUMBAI :  Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in August 1986), Ht. 5’ 
6”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B. Pharma & MBA in Clinical 
Research, working as an Asst. Man-
ager. Seeks a Enginer or well settled 
and educated. Contact email : cos-
metony52@yahoo.com  
6226 MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in June 1989), Ht. 5’ 
2”, Wt. 45 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., working as a Supervisor 
in Bank. Contact email : rodrigues-
mary898@gmail.com 

6246 MUMBAI : East Indian Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in October 
1986), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.Com., working, Contact 
email : mariashgo24@gmail.com 
6330 MUMBAI :  Goan  Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in March 1985), Ht. 5’ 
1”, Wt. 56 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., MBA (Finance) working 
as an Asst. Manager in Bank.  Seeks 
a suitable match. Contact Email :  old-
goa2012@gmail.com 
6345 MUMBAI : Goan / Mangalorean 
Roman Catholic Spinster, (Born in 
October 1988), Ht. 5’1”, Wt. 64 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com., 
working bank. Seeks a well qualified 
boy. Contact email : idsouzsa14@
gmail.com 
6033 ABU-DHABI : Goan Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in May 1979  
), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.A. Eng., Literature, 
working as a Copy Editor. Contact 
email : barretto.lorraine@gmail.com  
oR  9730454857
6482. K.S.A. :  Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  July 1983), Ht. 160 
cms, Wt. Normal, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.Sc. in Chem/ PGDMLT,  
Pathology Lab Technician (Instructor) 
in KSA since 10 years, well settled, 
seeks a suitable match. Contact email 
: mathew_680@yahoo.com
6185 MUMBAI : Goan (Bardez) Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in January 
1982)  Ht. 5’ 4”, Fair Complexion., Edn. 
B.A.,  Dip. in Financial Management, 
Banking Exams, Working as  Senior 
Manager for a reputed Private Sector 
Bank Seeks educated and well settled 
Roman Catholic  Goan (Bardez) Bach-
elor between 36-40 years. Ht. 5’ 7” and 
above.  Contact email : andy.franky@
hotmail.com
6497. POONA :  Tamilian RC Spin-
ster, (Born in  January 1982), Ht. 5’ 
2”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,  
Edn. M.Com., working as a Sr. Manager. 
Contact email : harryanthony.7@gmail.
com 
6502 MUMBAI :  Mangalorean R.C. 
Spinster, Date of Birth 14-5-1983, Ht. 

5’ 4”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.Sc. Nursing, working 
as a ICU Head in Abudhabi - UAE. 
Military Hospital, Shortly visiting Mum-
bai.  Seeks a well educated having a 
good job. Contact immediately email 
:  janydz_1484@yahoo.com OR Tel.: 
0971 557463484 / 9930076741. 
6528. DUBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in  April 1985) 
Ht. 5’ 7”, Beautiful and Fair Complex-
ion, Edn. Masters in Health, Care 
(MHA), Employed as a Manager in 
MNC Dubai, is looking for a suitable 
alliance between the ages of 32 to 36 
with a height 5’ 10” and above. Kindly 
respond directly to the party by email 
: aara8185@gmail.com with your 
photograph. 
6114. INDORE :  Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in July 1974), Ht. 5’ 
4”, Wt. 53 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
M.Com., well settled. Seeks a suitable 
match. Contact email : seema_francis 
@rediffmail.com 
6263 MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic Spinster, (Born in January 
1990), Ht. 5’ 2”, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., Dip. in Mktg., working 
as a Sales Coordinator. Contact email 
: mflavy@yahoo.com 
6032 DUBAI : Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in April 1976), Ht. 5’ 
2”, Wt. 41 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, 
Edn. B.A., working as a Secretary. 
Contact email : track_1976@ yahoo.
com  OR  9730454857 
6462. MUMBAI :  East Indian Roman 
Catholic spinster, (Born in  February 
1989), Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 49 kgs, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. BMS., MMS (Mum. Uni.) 
working as a Data Analyst.  Seeks 
well educated and working and setted 
abroad, preferably dubai. Girl willing to 
relocate any city in the world. Contact 
email : melwyn_dsilva@hotmail.com 
6300. GOA : Goan Roman Catholic 
Spinster, (Born in  August 1982), Ht. 
5’, Wt. 55 kgs, Fair Complexion, good 
looking, Edn. SSC., self employed. 
Contact email : 4.saviola@gmail.
com
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Leaders in the Making and Reaching to the Top

Master a new skill 
 Expand your knowledge   -   Boost  Your Career

Self learning videos created by top class experts in the world

Learn anywhere anytime using your Smartphone. Tablet, Laptop, or PC. 
www.limrt.com offers you a large number of courses. 

Among the available courses include:

And many more - New courses are continuesly added

Website: www.limrt.com    Email: info@limrt.com  Mobile: 09820485389
Office address: 99, Perin Nariman Street, 1st Floor, Fort, Mumbai 400001, India

We now live in an age where every 
tool we need is laid out before us. 
The only thing that's necessary is 
for someone else to reveal that in-
formation to us.

Everyday many people complain 
about not having the skills they need 
to go after their dreams. Besides 
the technically advanced careers, 
there's a variety of other career 
choices you can choose from. Life 
is about learning new things and ex-
panding your pool of knowledge.

Want to Share/Teach the world
your talent/knowledge 
by creating a course? 
Contact:Mob.: 9820485389. 
Email: info@limrt.com

 Discover Your Talent, Passion & Potential
 How to Groom Yourself
 Inspiration from Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
 Cultivating Positive Attitude
 Public Speaking Course
 How to Remember
 Be a Good Administrator
 Effective Time Management

 How to write music notes
 Learn Party Dance
 Learn to Play Guitar
 Learn the Art of Fruit Carving
 Paper Jewellery
 Learn how to Draw
 Learn how to Crochet
 Bindi-Kajal Making Art

 How to Choose Your Career
 Travel and Tourism
 Catering and Hotel Management
 Cake Making Art
 Tailoring Course
 Paper Quilling Art
 Chartered Account
 Bridal Makeup
 Candel Making Art

 How to Grow Business
 Art of Creating Wealth
 Wealth Management
 How to write a Business Plan
 Customer Service Course
 The Secrets of Motivating Your Staff
 Negotiation Skills
 How to Maintain Quality Standard
 Building a Sustainable Business
 how to handle Conflicts & Disputes
 Getting Out of Debt
 How to Handle Business Disputes
 How to Find Investors
 Business Coaching

 Learn Konkani Basics
 Learn hindi easy Way
 Learn Sanskrit
 Learn Aramaic & hebrew
 Course on Trigonometry
 Learn Mathematics
 Learn Algebra
 Nursing Training
 How to Run Tally
 Learn Microsoft Office
 Learn PhP Mysql

 Amazing Science Experiments
 Amazing Machines
 Basic Electronics
 how to Make Water Level Indicator
 How to Drive a Car
 Be a Proud Indian

How to get Access to the Courses
Contact : 09820485389

or

Email : info@limrt.com

Recently added:
 Career in IT Industry
 Master of Ceremonies
 Catering & Hotel Management
 Travel and Tourism
 Festival Decor Ideas
 Learn French
 Learn Gujarati
 Geography of India
 Learn Geometry
 Learn hTML and CSS
 Stress Management 
 Techniques
 Learn Photoshop
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