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Vatican City - Fr Tom Uzhunnalil, the 
priest kidnapped for 18 months in 
Yemen and released two days ago, 
will remain in the Vatican for medi-
cal treatment, a guest of the Salesian 

Medical care for Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil, 
who met the Pope after the release

House in the Holy See area. In a state-
ment released by the Salesian Agency 
(Ans), announces that his Congrega-
tion "has taken that decision consid-
ering it the most suitable place to se-

cure his wellbeing and allow for his 
full recovery." The priest will return 
to India when the doctors consider it 
appropriate.

Card. Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, 
who accompanied him to the Pope, 
said Fr. Tom is in good health and 
that "during the prison time he had 
no particular problems and was 
treated well." 

Fr. Tom would return to Kerala within 
10 days, he said speaking to report-
ers at the headquarters of the Sale-
sian church in Vatican on Sept 16.

His journey is being delayed due to 
lack of passport. "I expect to get a 
new passport shortly," he said.

The priest said he was not suffering 
from any serious health issues. "I lost 
weight due to diabetes, not starving," 
he said.

Model Co-operative Bank held its 
100th AGM on 16th September 2017 
at Xavier Institute of Engineering at 
Mahim. It was well attended by the 
Board and shareholders. 

The Chairman Albert W. D'Souza 
welcomed the the gathering  and 
spoke on the progress of the bank 
and its future plans. 

Earlier Bishop Barthol Baretto 
Celebrate Holy Eucharist  and con-
gratulated Board and shareholders 
for its excellent growth and service 

and wished them to reach greater 
heights.

The financial highlights of the bank 
for the year ended 31-3-2017 are: De-
posits Rs. 87,852.69 lakhs; Advances 
Rs. 47,282.13 lakhs; Gross Income 
Rs. 9,410.93 lakhs; Profit before tax 
Rs. 1,252.08 lakhs; Net profit after tax 
Rs. 825,41 lakhs. A dividend of 10% is 
offered to the shareholders. 

During the active session partici-
pants   raised their queries and also 
offered good suggestions for its fu-

ture growth and smooth functioning.
With Deposits crossing Rs. 

87852.69 lakhs the bank will soon 
attain Scheduled Bank Status. This 
was announced by the Chairman 
in his address to the audience. The 
bank is serving with its 21 branches 
spread in Greater Mumbai, Thane 
and Phalghar Districts.    _ Ronida

Model Bank Declares 10% Dividend for 2016-17



325 September 2017 

Cover :  Card. Gracias, 'prophetic 

voice' and guide of the Indian 

church:             (Article on p. 7)

A  National  family  WEEKLY

Vol.26  No.39  September 25, 2017             Rs.5/-
99, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001.

Mobile: +91 9820485389,  9820473103
Tel: +9122 - 2269 35 78 / 2265 49 24

E-mail : secular@sezariworld.com / seculardivo@gmail.com.com
 Website:  www.sezariworld.com

Editor-in-chief : LAWRENCE COELHO     Editor: PHILIP MYABOO

‘Thought for the week’
TLife your life for you not for anyone else. Don't let the fear 
of being judged, rejected or disliked stop you from being 
yourself.

Subscriptions Rate:
One year (anywhere in India)  Rs. 500

Three years (anywhere in India) Rs.1200
Five years (anywhere in India) Rs. 2000

One year (outside India) Rs. 3500

E-paper Edition 
sent anywhere in the world (by email)

One year Rs. 600 or US $ 15
Two years Rs. 1000 or US $ 25

How the demand for sand is killing rivers 
by Don Aguiar

You cannot have concrete without sand. River beds are being dug up across India to 
fuel a building boom, with little thought for what this means for the health of the river, 
and those who depend on it. 

Sand. The word conjures happy holiday memories: building castles from it; watching ner-
vous crabs scuttle across it; digging giant holes in it, and then hiding in them and leaping 
out at opportune moments to terrify unknowing relatives. Sand is the makeup of glittering 
beaches, hundreds of thousands of years of weathering to create millions and millions of 
tiny, sparkling, and yet seemingly insignificant particles. Sand is infinite, surely. And yet the 
world is running out.

It's obvious when you think about it. All the major building materials - concrete, bricks, 
glass, are made using sand. Exploding population numbers and the knock on need for 
development have made sand the second most used natural commodity on the planet 
after water. Billions and billions of tons are being used across the globe.

So much so that a UN report estimated global sand use in 2012 alone could have created 
a concrete wall 27m high by 27m wide around the equator. We need not go to the beach 
to be surrounded by sand - our cities are essentially giant towering sand castles disguised 
in concrete.

The sand used for construction comes mainly from riverbeds and oceans. Desert sand, it 
turns out, is too smooth for the mix. Huge projects quickly exhausted Dubai's marine sand 
supply, so, despite being a city built on sand, it now imports the material from Australia. 
The irony: sand has become such a precious commodity it is literally being sold to the 
Arabs.

Innocent as sand may seem, the immense demand for it is causing loss of livelihoods, loss 
of ecosystems and even deaths.

In India, a black market for sand harvesting has emerged, operated by violent sand mafias. 
The country's biggest flowing river – Ganga - is drying up due to sand dredging. Hundreds 
of locals rely on the river for fish, as do the millions of migratory birds that stop here each 
year.

Sand dredging from the riverbeds of poor rural villages in all its states is leaving some com-
munities without access to water.
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How long are we going to run the country 
with water trains and trucks? It is not pos-
sible to feed the thirst of this country with 
trains or pipelines. I do not want to be alarm-
ist, but everyone should think about the real 
problems we are creating with our treatment 
of the rivers. With more than a billion people, 
if rivers dry up, what will people do?

Dozens of dredging boats scour the bottom 
of the river creeks all day as workers build 
pyramids of excavated sand in the villages 
along its banks. By night, thousands of 
trucks clog a narrow highway to deliver the 
sand to construction sites in the sprawling 
commercial hub of Mumbai and other Indian 
cities.

The fishing village of Narangi in western India 
and the sand-mining frenzy there illustrate 
one of the most important questions India 
faces in its march to become a 21st-century 
economic powerhouse: Can this nation of 
1.2 billion people pursue economic growth 
without destroying its environment?

Villagers say the rampant sand mining is de-
pleting groundwater tables, increasing the 
risk of floods and ruining the quality of soil.

The situation in Narangi is typical. Despite 
numerous court orders, new state laws and 
village protests in recent years, India’s rivers 
and creeks continue to be ravaged for sand 
to fuel a boom in construction and a massive 
urban transition. The result, analysts warn, is 
an impending environmental disaster.

The unprecedented scale of the mining of 
sand — needed to build offices, factories, 
malls, high-rise apartments, schools and 
highways — is beginning to take a toll on 
river systems and the environment.

Sand is a natural aquifer, and ecologists 

(Contd.. from p. 3)

MEMORARE
Remember, O most Gracious Virgin 
Mary, that ever was it known, that any-
one who fled to thy protection, implored 
Thy help, or sought Thy intercession, 
was left unaided. Inspired by this confi-
dence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of Virgins, 
my Mother, To Thee do I come, before 
Thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O 
Mother of the Word incarnate, despise 
not my petition but in Thy Mercy, hear 
and answer me. Amen.

In an emergency, say the Memorare 
Prayer 9 times in a row (and a tenth 
time in Thanks, your Prayer will be an-
swered)

— RDS

“Paths of Peace”-2017!
Pope Francis sent a message on 
10 Sept. 2017, to the ‘International 
Meeting of Prayer for Peace’ in Mun-
ster-Osnabruck, Germany. It was 
sponsored by the Sant’Egidio Com-
munity!
“This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of the ‘peace and dialogue’ initiated 
by St. John Paul 11 at Assisi in 1986; 
which remains timely and necessary, 
as countless of our brothers and sis-
ters thirst for peace.”
“Your theme, ‘Paths to Peace’, is not 
for those who profane God’s name 
by spreading hatred, the folly of ter-
rorism, or the illusory force of arms. 
Rather, it calls for humility and cour-
age, tenacity and perseverance. 
But more than anything it demands 
‘prayer’, the taproot of peace!”
Just back from a missionary journey 
to Columbia, which had witnessed 

a horrific civil war, taking the lives 
of 280,000, with millions displaced, 
Pope Francis exhorted Columbians 
to “Take the First Step”, their motto 
towards reconciliation, reconstruc-
tion and renewal! This ‘first step’, he 
recommended at the ‘peace meet-
ing’ – “to feel the pain of others, and 
make it their own” – Just as Colum-
bia’s patron Jesuit priest Saint Peter 
Claver, whose maxim and action was: 
“Slaves ofthe blacks forever!”
Pope Francis also noted the special 
duty for ‘religious leaders’, who are 
called to forge new paths of peace: 
“Together let us light candles of peace 
and love, amid the darkness of hatred 
and violence.” And if I may magnify: 
“United to Jesus we can have peace, 
in a suffering world which Jesus has 
overcome” (cf. John 16:33).

—Dr. Trevor Colaso, 
(Memphis, TN. USA).

say unauthorized sand mining reduces the 
recharge of rivers and has depleted the 
groundwater table in many areas. It also 
increases the risk of flooding and harms 
coastal farm soil by making it saline.

With the country's population expected to 
double in the next 40 years, massive infra-
structure projects are necessary. But they 
need millions of tons of sand. India's coast 
and inland rivers have all been exploited in 
recent years, but the effect all over India has 
been particularly acute.

Throughout the year, temperatures in India 
soar to over 35C (95F). Seasonal, sand-filled 
rivers snake their way through the arid land. 
During the rainy season, water percolates 
through and is stored underneath. During 
the dry season, the villagers dig holes in 
the sand to extract water to survive. How-
ever, when enough sand is harvested, only 
the bedrock remains, and during the rainy 
season the water simply rushes across it. No 
water is stored.

The rivers in this nation are essentially for-
est fed. Even a Himalayan river like Ganga 
is only ten percent glacier fed; the rest is 
from the land and the forest. People want 
emergency solutions and are trying to move 
the policy-makers to try to connect the riv-
ers and deliver water to more areas of land. 
That is going to be even more disastrous. 
We will only spend enormous amounts of 
money and create an even bigger ecologi-

cal disaster

For some, sand is life, and for others, sand is 
money. In a poor area with few employment 
opportunities, the reality of what desperate 
humans will do is stark.

While I watched and wondered whether 
sand could soon become the stuff of distant 
childhood memories, others around me had 
more pressing concerns. For them, sand 
could mean the difference between eat-
ing and going hungry, whether they'd have 
drinking water or not, or whether they'd ever 
see their loved ones again.

Today, too many people have become a 
totally defeated population because they 
believe nothing will change, irrespective of 
what they do. But now is the time to make 
a change. Ten years later will be too late. In 
our economic lust, let us not forget that it is 
our land and rivers that sustain us. Our riv-
ers have been on for millions of years. Let 
our generation not kill them. We urgently 
need to shift from thinking of how to exploit 
our rivers to how to revitalize them. We have 
to make everyone in the country aware that 
there is an express need for action to save 
the rivers.

There is a campaign by Sadguru to raise 
awareness that our rivers are depleting and 
that everyone who consumes water must 
Rally for Rivers.
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The outpouring of devotion to 
Our Lady, at all the prominent 
shrines dedicated to her, dur-
ing the recent novena in prep-

aration for the feast of her Nativity, on 
8th September, has been truly im-
pressive. In fact, we witness the same 
spectacle of faith, year after year, at 
this time. The ever-increasing devo-
tion to Mary, in Mumbai and elsewhere 
in the country, is a great opportunity 
for the Church to broaden, enrich and 
deepen the faith of our people, by ex-
plaining to them its Theological, Chris-
tological, ecclesial and social dimen-
sions. This will also be a fitting reply to 
those Christian groups which accuse 

MATRIMONIAL
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman 
Catholic spinster (Born in April 1973), 
5’ 5” tall,  looks much younger to her 
age, good looking, fair complexion 
with qualifications, B.Com. (Mumbai), 
M.B.A. Finance (Canada), M.B.A.,  
(H.R.) and Diplomas in I.T. (NIIT), 
Comp. (APTEC), and Cert.Ind Acct. 
(I.C.A.), working in good position. 
Graduate / Post Graduate unmar-
ried R.C. Bachelors upto 47 years, 
employed in good position and well 
settled in Mumbai or abroad. Contact 
email.: bellwether77@yahoo.com OR 
Mob.: 9892700617

Devotion to Our Lady

Catholics of deifying the Mother of Je-
sus and worshipping her like a god-
dess, while marginalizing the Saviour 
himself -- the One Mediator between 
God and man. There are also those 
who feel that the devotion is practiced 
by our people in a way which makes it 
smack of being a superstition, based 
on fear and on only seeking favours 
for oneself.

From the theological point of view, 
Mary is only a creature of God, a hu-
man being like all of us, but chosen by 
God to be the Mother of His Son and 
given very special privileges for this 
purpose, by applying to her the mer-
its of the work of redemption wrought 
by Jesus. She is most holy too, be-
cause she has experienced God as 
no one else has, by the overshadow-
ing of the Holy Spirit – a model of a 
‘God-realized person’ and the humble 
handmaid of the Lord.

From very ancient times, Mary has 
always been portrayed, in Christian 
iconography, holding the Infant Jesus 
in her arms, enthroning him in her bo-
som, and presenting him to the world. 
Hence the devotion to Mary was 
meant to necessarily lead people to 
her Son. This is the role given to her in 
God’s plan of salvation, as revealed in 

the Bible. The Fathers of the Church 
used the expression, “Ad Jesum per 
Mariam” or “To Jesus through Mary”. 
Rightly understood, the devotion to 
Mary has always drawn people clos-
er to Jesus. If this does not happen, 
there is something wrong in the prac-
tice of the devotion. Mary herself says, 
at the wedding at Cana, “Do whatever 
He tells you”, viz., “Go to Him”. She is 
always going to her Son as an advo-
cate, a powerful intercessor for us.

 According to Vatican II’s document, 
‘Lumen Gentium’, Mary is also a ‘type’ 
and ‘model’ of the Church. Therefore, 
the devotion ought to draw true devo-
tees closer to the Church. In fact, in 
John’s gospel, Mary stands for the 
Church -- a sign and symbol of the 
Church. The words addressed by Je-
sus to her are also addressed to the 
Church: “Woman, behold your Son”, 
“Son, behold your Mother”. She is, 
therefore, the Mother of all the disci-
ples of Jesus, like the Church. Where 
there is true love for Mary, there will 
always be greater love for and loyalty 
to the Church, with which Jesus iden-
tifies himself. Mary is also the most 
perfect disciple of Jesus – the Model 
Disciple. Therefore, a true child of 
Mary will always be a better disciple 
of Jesus, one “who hears the word of 
God and keeps it”.

Finally, in Scripture, Mary comes 
across as a ‘woman for others’, who 
is always deeply concerned about the 
poor and all those who are in need – at 
the wedding at Cana and in her “Mag-
nificat”. This implies a challenge to all 
those who truly love her: to imitate her 
by trying to reach out to those who 
are marginalized and abandoned by 
society. If the multitudes of devotees 
who come to Mary can be motivated, 
through this devotion, to love God 
Almighty, Jesus, the Church and ‘the 
least of the brethren of Jesus more 
and more, they will surely become the 
kind of witnesses that the Lord want-
ed “to go out into the whole world and 
proclaim the Good News.

by Joseph M. Dias,S.J.
Andheri East, Mumbai-400 093.
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by Eric D'Sa

From time to time we read in the news 
papers and hear on TV news, how our 
democracy is being undermined by 
all our political parties giving tickets 
to politician gangsters to stand under 
their party symbol for local elections, 
state elections and even national 
elections. There is a lot of frustrations 
among of the educated middle and 
higher middle class, that almost illiter-
ate gangsters from slums are being 
given a ticket and they go on to win 
the election. They presume it is 
because of the party symbol that 
they do so and not because of 
their popularity in the constituency 
concerned. At times even elected 
representative against whom there 
are serious allegations about corrup-
tion and sufficient proof that they can 
be booked and jailed, stand again 
for elections and surprisingly win. So 
is our democracy immature and our 
poor illiterate citizens not fit enough to 
be given the right to vote in elections.

As per the 2011 census there are 
around 68 million people who live in 
Indian slums. This is more than the 
populations of many large countries 
around the world. These are people 
struggling to survive on the fringes 
of our cities. You can see them in low 
lying areas next to open drains and 
sewers. They consist of people who 
live in single room tenements jam 
packed into clusters separated by just 
narrow foot paths. The gutters if any 
are shallow and narrow. Many a time 
these are used by young children to 
defecate into, close to their homes. 
They are without proper access to 
hospitals, schools or clean toilets. 
These settlements are so unsafe that 
even the agents of state with their 
lathies and guns fear to tread alone.

The position in these slums are so pre-
carious that it would seem that the citi-

zens, if at alł one could call them so, 
seem to have barely any contract with 
the state. Studies of these localities 
however show that it is not necessar-
ily the case. Political brokers operate 
in these informal spaces between the 
state and the citizen. These brokers or 
so called slum lords emerge through 
a solid bottom up process. They rest 
on local public support which from 
time to time is hotly contested. What 
is also surprising is that a closer 
look will show that slum leaders are 
not necessarily local thugs who rule 

through fear and intimidation. These 
are many a time legitimate represen-
tatives in that they are actually select-
ed by residents, often through infor-
mal ballet. They are selected for their 
ability to negotiate with the state and 
deliver the goods such as water sup-
ply, voting cards, ration cards, caste 
certificates etc.

Unlike previous conventional wisdom, 
the selection of these leaders is not 
driven mainly by ethnic and caste fac-
tors, but by surprisingly their leader-
ship qualities such as educational 
attainment and occupational connec-
tivity. Many a slum leader derive their 
legitimacy not just by as previously 
imagined muscle power, but by ac-
tually delivering goods and services 
to the slum residents. Slum leaders 
are many a time partners in change 
for the betterment of the slum people 
and are not obstructionist to develop-
ment efforts of the state. Many a time 
they are the catalysts and ones who 
prevent the vulnerable poor illiterate 
people, being exploited by vested in-
terests with connivance of the state.

Slum leaders many a time are par-

ticularly helpful in combating local 
crime, because they are already the 
'go to person' for dispute resolution 
of slum residents. These are usually 
reluctant to approach the law enforce-
ment authorities owing to their own 
precarious legal situation. Many a 
times their shanties have been built il-
legally. These leaders besides can act 
quickly using common law and if nec-
essary enforce the decision by force. 
These leaders have a vested interest 
to keep their territories crime free. To 
do so they are at times ready to use 

coercion or violence to gain and 
maintain their authority.This brings 
them the reputation of being local 
goondas having cases of criminal 
violence registered against them. 
However, they are aware that they 
can not rule for long with a barrel 

of the gun, but need to earn a solid 
reputation of getting things done non 
violently.

The other hidden side of slum life is its 
economic energy, especially in large 
slums where the initial spring boards 
for a better business life begin. The 
parallel cash and tax less economy 
thrives hear. Contracts are many a 
time verbal or on paper which can 
not be enforced in any court. This is 
where our slum leader plays a very 
important role.

The majority of these slum leaders ac-
quire unaccounted wealth to become 
what is termed as grass root political 
leaders. They stand first for local elec-
tions and once their reputation grows 
and consolidates, then state elec-
tions. As an economist recently said 
cash less economy will not succeed in 
India as long as our numerous Gods, 
our temples and our slum lords stick 
to cash.

So how do we overcome this problem 
of criminality in politics? The answer 
lies in providing common people good 

In Our Democratic Set Up, Why Do Politicians From 
Indian Slums Who Are Known To Have Criminal Records, 

Get Reelected Regularly From Their Constituencies?

YOU THE CITIZENS 
DECIDE:

(Contd.. on p. 7)
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Flat For Sale
St. Cyril Road, Bandra West

A Beautiful Fully Furnished 2 BHK 750 Carpet Area 
With Stilt Car Parking In a Registered Society 

Sale - 4.75 CR, Only For Roman Catholics 

Brokers Excuse 
Call Owner: +91 9930035834

by Nirmala Carvalho

Mumbai -As Cardinal Oswald 
Gracias observes the 20th 
Anniversary of his Episcopal 
Ordination on 16th Septem-

ber, the Church in Mumbai and India 
celebrate the Prophetic Voice of the 
Shepherd, who has guided the Church 
in India with Faith and Conviction, but 
above all could read the signs of the 
times and respond with courage.

Made an Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay in 
1997, Cardinal Gracias has served the 
Archdiocese and the Church with singu-
lar distinction and a razor-sharp intellect. 
Hard-working, and a charming prelate, 
Cardinal Gracias is not just an  ecclesi-
astical star, but  in our pluralistic Indian 
society, is courted by religious leaders 
of other denominations and Faiths, and 
also by  politicians of every stripe.

In the past twenty years, since he was 
ordained Bishop, Indian society has 
undergone numerous social, economic 
and political changes and Cardinal Gra-
cias has established himself as a key 
voice, never succumbing to pressures 
- both subtle and overt. He has always 
stood firm, defending the Faith and the 
Church.

Cardinal Gracias continues to be an ar-
dent advocate for Justice and Peace, 
for the poor and the marginalised, the 
unborn and the vulnerable and protec-
tion of the Environment. He remains an 
outspoken defender of 
marriage, the family and 
is attentive to what is re-
ally happening in the lives 
of his faithful and also 
people of other Faiths.

Cardinal Oswald suffers 
the pain of those who are 
excluded; the sick, those 
with special needs and 
the elderly.  During the 
Jubilee of Mercy, on his 
visit to Shanti Avedna, 
Cardinal said of the ter-
minally ill, “they are our 
benefactors! Emphasis-
ing, “as reaching out to 
those in need & we will 
feel the joy & peace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, this is 
a Grace for me". Thus in 
his own person Cardinal 
counters Pope Francis’s 
powerful metaphor of a 
“throw-away culture”

Despite his hectic work 
and travel schedules and 
of course, being Arch-
bishop of Bombay, His 
Eminence finds time to visit the sick 
priests and spend time with people in 
distress and the disadvantaged.  Time 

Mumbai celebrates 

Card. Gracias, 'prophetic voice' and 
guide of the Indian Church

is a luxury, that our Cardinal does not 
have, yet the day after Christmas, bear-
ing gifts in his hands,  Cardinal visits 
the Cloistered Carmelite Nuns, “I come 
to visit you, as you cannot come to see 
me” he joyfully tells them.

Cardinal Gracias known for his diplo-
matic skills, does not hesitate to draw 
lines in the sand when he believes that 
core matters of Catholic identity are at 
stake, as he has done, when he stated: 

“Religious Freedom is Non-
Negotiable”  or on a con-
tentious issue,  “the Church 
has “never considered gay 
people criminals”.

Cardinal Gracias enjoys the 
respect and confidence of 
Pope Francis and is one of 
nine cardinals from around 
the world who sit on the 
Holy Father’s council of 
Cardinal advisers, known 
colloquially as the “C9,” 
whose advice he relies on 
in making management 
decisions for the universal 
Church.  He also serves as 
President of the Federation 
of Asian Bishops' Confer-
ences as well as President 
of the Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops' India. As 
President of the Episco-
pal Conferences, Cardinal 
has been a leading voice, 
calling for an end to dis-
crimination against Dalit 
Christians, demanding the 
government of India grant 
Scheduled Caste (SC) sta-

tus to Dalit Christians. 
Source:AsiaNews

governance, approachable non 
politicised police force and quick 
fair justice system. More importantly 
we need fast track Courts to try the 
criminal cases against our politi-
cians quickly. Until we do the above, 
we have to live with slum leaders 
who whether we like it or not, will get 
elected to our panchayats, state as-
sembly's and even parliament. More 
importantly we as a nation need to 
work towards not having large slums 
in our cities. No one în this world will 
believe we are a great nation if we 
have the largest slums in the world. 
The answers to reduce criminality in 
politics as such is well recognised. 
How do we implement them? You 
the Citizens decide.

(Contd.. from p. 6)
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The celebrated German playwright, 
poet and fierce anti-Nazi critic Bertolt 
Brecht once wrote:
“in the dark times,
will there also be singing?
yes, there will also be singing
about the dark times”.
 

Apt words, as we remember 
the celebrated journalist and 
human rights defender Gau-
ri Lankesh, who was brutally 

gunned down exactly a week ago on 
the night of September 5th in Bengal-
uru. Her murder has resulted in an un-
precedented outrage of anger, shock 
and sadness from concerned citizens 
all over the world over.
 Gauri represented the very best of 
a free and fearless India, which re-
spects the rights of her 
citizens, which celebrates 
pluralism and above all, 
defends the highest val-
ues of democracy! Gauri 
had the courage to take 
on the Sangh Parivar and 
all communal-minded 
people, she abhorred the 
caste system, she fought 
for the emancipation of 
women, she took up cudgels for the 
poor and marginalized and she was a 
relentless crusader for the freedom of 
speech and expression! She spared 
none, when injustice was the issue! 
The bullets of the assassins that fate-
ful night carried some clear messag-

es: that it is they who ‘apparently’ 
control the destiny of the nation; 
that the likes of Gauri, had no 
place in their scheme of things, 
that they brook no dissent, that 
they are cloaked with immunity 
and can obviously get away with 
murder. 

The murder of Gauri provides 
other insights into her assassins 
and the powers behind them too; 
these include: 
• they are spineless cowards; 

masked in anonymity,  they 
gunned down an unarmed de-
fenseless woman 

• they are violent; they have the 
muscle, the money and the clout 

to do away with violently 
with anyone who does not 
subscribe to their fascist 
agenda. ‘Ahimsa’ obvious-
ly  means nothing to them 
• they lack the intelli-
gence, the conviction and 
the staying power to de-
bate or write objectively on 
critical issues plaguing the 
country and our people 
today. Gauri consistently 

wrote and spoke about these is-
sues. 

• they are afraid of the Truth; when 
courageous and upright journalists 
like Gauri expose their evil deeds 
and other nefarious activities, they 
are just unable to accept them, 
leave alone swallow the facts 

• they are adept in defocusing and 
divisiveness; Gauri’s estranged 
brother conveniently speaks about 
‘Naxalite’ involvement. Some TV 
channels with their stooge anchors 
vomit the same possibility The Cen-
tral Government in a manipulative 
manner asks the State Government 
as to why Gauri was  not given pro-
tection from the Naxalites! 

• they are good in sweeping other is-
sues under the carpet. Gauri’s chill-
ing murder is naturally headlines; 
but at the same time other major 

issues are quickly turned from the 
pages of people’s memories like the 
deaths of children in UP, the official 
report of the fiasco of demonetiza-
tion, the institutionalization of cor-
ruption, the thousands affected by 
floods in several parts of the country 
and the official inability and apathy 
to respond to those affected, the 
crimes of ‘godmen’ against wom-
en like the Dera Chief and Asaram 
Bapu, the mob lynching of people; 
the list is endless.

• they do not care about the rights and 
freedoms guaranteed in the Consti-
tution of India; for them, journalists 
who speak truth to power, human 
rights defenders, right to informa-
tion activists and for that matter, any 
one from civil society who dissents, 
is termed as ‘anti-national’; and 
needs to be done away with. The 
trolling and the venom spewed on 
Gauri in social media by the ‘bhakts’ 
of PM Modi is a clear indication that  
freedom of speech and expression 
is not something that they cher-
ish. Gauri believed in the Constitu-
tion and passionately defended the 
rights of citizens until the very end! 

The above are just some ways fascist 
forces in India operate today. There 
is no denying the fact that the cold-
blooded, pre-mediated murder of 
Gauri has political patronage at the 
highest level. All this has been wit-
nessed before, in the Gujarat Carnage 

Long Live Gauri! 

By FR. CEDRIC PRAkASH 
Sj

(Contd.. on p. 9)
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of 2002; the ‘fake encounters’ which followed; in the grue-
some killings of rationalists and intellectuals like Dabholkar, 
Pansare and Kalburgi; in the murders of several other jour-
nalists, human rights and RTI activists all over the country.
That there is an overwhelming outrage to Gauri’s murder 
from several sections of society, speaks volumes that all is 
still not lost for the country. Gauri’s death has also brought 
together women and men from all walks of life in a show of 
strength and unity against the emerging fascist forces. Ral-
lies, demonstrations and public meetings have been held in 
practically every major city and town. Her murder has found 
significant space in some of the most respected newspa-
pers and magazines in India and abroad. On September 
12th, more than 50,000 people gathered in Bangalore in a 
rally to protest the killing of Gauri.Shouts of “Gauri Lankesh 
amar rahe!”(Long Live Gauri!) rent the air. 

This visible and vocal unity must continue. Many people 
are convinced that though they ‘killed’ her, Gauri’s spirit will 
never die! The greatest tribute one can then pay to this cou-
rageous woman is to ensure that the rich legacy she has 
left behind will never die; that all will be done to protect the 
democratic and pluralistic fabric of our great country! Above 
all, to be reminded of the words of Pastor Martin Niemoller, 
who during the Nazi Regime wrote:                                                                                        
“First they came for the Socialists, 
and I did not speak out—
because I was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, 
and I did not speak out— 
because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was 
no one left to speak for me”.

LONG LIVE GAURI!!!!
                                                                                               

*(Fr. Cedric Prakash sj is a human rights activist. 
Contact:cedricprakash@gmail.com)

(Contd.. from p. 8)
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by Fr. Cedric Prakash sj*

It is 9/11 today! Grim news contin-
ues to come in about ‘Hurricane 
Irma’, as the catastrophic storm 
leaves behind it a trail of devasta-

tion and even death. Millions all over 
Florida in the US are badly affected. 
Our hearts, prayers and solidarity are 
with all of them and with those who 
have been affected these past days in 
the Caribbean, in Cuba, by the earth-
quake in Mexico, by the terrible floods 
in several parts of India and the vic-
tims of all calamities everywhere. The 
fury that so many are experiencing to-
day is not merely the ‘wrath of nature’ 
but has much to do with our lack of 
sensitivity and care of Mother Earth: 
our common home!      

It is 9/11 today! Perhaps, there is no 
other day in recent memory, that has
been so over-defined, by a date. The 
very mention of it evokes all kinds of
emotions, from undiluted hatred to a 
feeling of utter helplessness, in the 
face of rabid terror; from inconsol-
able grief at the loss of a loved one 

to heated debates on imponderables. 
Yes, ‘nine eleven 2001’, will forever be 
etched in human memory, even as the 
picture of clouds of fire spewing from 
the Twin Towers in New York, invol-
untarily take a prime- time seat in our 
sub-consciousness.

It is 9/11 today! As we revisit the year 
1906, we are made aware that it saw 
the unfolding of another historic event! 
In a mass meeting in Johannesburg 
South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi kick-
started his non-violent resistance 
campaign ‘Satyagraha’, the relentless 
pursuit of truth and justice. More than 
three thousand Indians (both Hindus 
and Muslims) and others, gathered to 
support this very significant dimension 
of civil obedience. ‘Satyagraha’ would 
ultimately become with ‘Ahimsa’ (non-
violence) Gandhi’s twin-doctrine in be-
lief and practise. He used it effectively 
in his struggle against British colonial 
rule in India. Over the years, several 
Civil Rights Leaders like Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Nelson Mandela have es-
poused Gandhi’s twin doctrine

It is 9/11 today! In Chicago in 1893, 
exactly 125 years ago, at the very first 
World Parliament of Religions, Swami 
Vivekananda gave an impassioned 
speech, to end sectarianism, bigotry, 
fanaticism and violence from this earth 
by fostering the values enshrined in 
every religion. He emphatically said, 
“I fervently hope that the bell which 
tolled this morning in honour of this 
convention, may be the death-knell of 
all fanaticism, of all persecutions with 
the sword or with the pen, and of all 
uncharitable feelings between per-
sons, wending their way to the same 

goal”.

It is 9/11 today! Many unanswered 
questions and serious issues emerge, 
that we need to come to grips with! 
Among them: are nations serious in 
implementing the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, which is meant to 
mitigate global warming? Do we have 
the political will to address home-
grown terror, supported by Govern-
ments of the day, in several countries 
across the globe? Do we have the 
courage to address bigotry and vio-
lence and deal systemically with the 
dastardly murders of Gauri Lankesh, 
Dabholkar, Pansare, Kalburgi and 
other journalists, human rights de-
fenders, RTI activists, intellectual and 
others who have dared to take on 
the fascist forces in India? Can we, 
like Mahatma Gandhi objectively and 
strongly expose the lies, half-truths, 
myths, ‘fekuisms’ and false promises 
that we are ‘pulverised’ with day-in 
and day out?

It is 9/11 today!  Many lessons to be 
learnt of today’s situation and from 
2001, 1906 and 1893!Much to reflect 
upon; lots more to pray about; but 
above all, greater determination to act 
now – before the reality starts becom-
ing even worse!

*(Fr. Cedric Prakash sj 
is a human rights activist.

Contact:cedricprakash@gmail.com)
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Ruffle or reshuffle
Narendra Modi undertook his much 

hyped reshuffle of his cabinet in the be-
ginning of the month. There were  ex-
pectations and everybody thought that 
he would actually do the spring cleaning 
of his team of ministers which evoked 
huge interest among the public hop-
ing to see some drastic changes. What 
we actually saw was a game of chess 
where a half a dozen incompetent min-
isters were shown the door only to bring 
in not so known faces. Surprisingly, 
someone like Rudy was found to be in-
competent in his ministry and perhaps 
it was the right thing to do sending out 
a clear message to the laggards. Either 
perform or be ready to take a walk in 
the park. That is precisely how it should 
be. But take the case of Suresh Prabhu 
the erstwhile Rail Minister under whose 
stewardship the railways saw a spate of 
accidents – some fatal and some not so 
fatal. Some God-made and some man-
made! In the true LBS [Lal Bahadur Sha-
tri] spirit, Prabhu tendered his resigna-
tion to the PM obviously as a penitential 
move. Very laudable of him to do so. The 
PM, not wanting to spoil the image of his 
government by having a sitting minister 
to resign from office, had a way out. He 
asks his minister to wait – obviously to 
reduce its impact by clouding his resig-
nation with the impending reshuffle.

When a minister resigns owning 
moral responsibility it is understood that 
he wants to repent for his acts of omis-
sion or commission. But if the same 
gentleman is accommodated through 
the back door in another ministry, it is 
not exactly penance. It is mockery. Re-
member when a Congress Chief Minister 
was found in similar situations, the party 
made him step down to assuage the 
feelings of the general public. But soon 
he was promoted and offered a Central 
minister’s post or a gubernatorial post-
ing. Everybody laughed at the hypocrisy 
of the Congress. The BJP is doing exact-
ly the same. You ask them and they will 
tell you brazenly that Congress also did 
likewise. But when you aspired to come 
to power you never said you will follow in 
the footsteps of your predecessor. 

Barring a few, not many talented gen-
tlemen [or ladies] seems to be donning 
the ministerial positions. Undoubtedly, 
the BJP had limited options. Remember 
in 2014 they had to pull out competent 
spokespersons and made ministers. 
Maybe they are the only recognizable 
faces in the party [other than the big five] 
by virtue of their appearances on televi-
sion debates day in and day out. Despite 

having a brute majority in Parliament why 
is the PM keen on expanding his coalition 
base. Is it a talent hunt or complete lack 
of trust in the Shiv Sena and to some ex-
tent with the Akalis [by the way, where are 
they?]. Is Shiv Sena really an ally?

It is nice to be innovative. But putting 
a lady [who was just a junior minister] 
in charge of the Defense of the country 
is really astonishing. It is reported that 
some senior ministers refused to let go 
their own ministries to take charge of the 
very important Defence portfolio. We the 
lesser mortals are supposed to be patri-
otic and be ready to give our lives for the 
country but how come the same patri-
otic feeling is lacking in senior ministers? 
They should readily agree because it is a 
matter of being in charge of the defense 
of the country at a time when you have 
not so friendly borders. The western and 
the eastern borders are volatile, the re-
cent thaw with China notwithstanding. If 
it is the PM’s prerogative then he simply 
allots the portfolio.

What the PM has done is a little ruffle 
and a little shuffle and in the process did 
not give the nation anything to be proud 
of. It is a half baked exercise. The Modi-
Shah duo failed to give substance to this 
ritual. Even L.K.Advani once wondered if 
there is a talent in the party and he was 
right. Remember he also once asked 
what would happen to the Congress 
[UPA] without Pranabda [the ex-Presi-
dent]. Today Congressmen could ask the 
same question – What will happen to BJP 
without Arun Jaitley? He is a one-man 
army for BJP.

*****

Child Care a farce
This subject is under intense debate 

following the unfortunate death of a young 
student in an international school in north 
India. While the investigating agencies 
are busy finding the culprit of his dastard-
ly act, the public outcry over the safety of 
their children is not altogether unfounded. 
It is not just safety in schools. All round 
safety is what concerns the people of 
this country. From the womb itself! Safety 
after birth, in crèches, play schools, pre-
schools, hospital, neighbourhood and   
playgrounds is a matter that should con-
cern everybody.

Let us see our track record. Not too 
long ago, 1.7 million children died before 
they could celebrate their 5th birthday. 
While this country has come a long way, 
even today, India’s record of deaths of in-

fants per 1000 is a shade better than Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. Other countries 
in SAARC are faring better and mind you 
they are not developed countries. Coun-
tries like SriLanka, Nepal, Maldives, Ban-
gladesh are getting their priorities right. 
Maybe these nations consider child care 
more important than going to the moon 
and even bullet trains. Of course devel-
opment is important but surely not at the 
cost of the lives of the innocent.

The UP horror is still haunting the 
people of this country. 386 kids die in 
August in Gorakhpur of which 42 die 
in 2 days. Of the 5457 kids admitted in 
BRD hospital in UP, 1780 left as corpses. 
That accounts for roughly one third – a 
staggering figure. 24 kids die in MP in 
one month while 55 die in Nashik civil 
hospital. Most of the deaths are attrib-
uted to lack of oxygen. How serious are 
we as a nation about our children’s well 
being. Of course parents who can afford 
private hospitals send their kids there for 
treatment. What about the vast majority 
of parents who can barely make both 
ends meet? Can they afford expensive 
treatment? They have to rely on the gov-
ernment hospitals but the apathy of the 
administration across political parties is 
something that is shameful. No medi-
cines, no oxygen, no doctors or other 
para-medical staff, not enough beds and 
insensitivity of the hospital staff is appall-
ing. Corruption is the cause of all this 
mess. Nobody bothers about the district 
medical centres – they remain closed for 
want of staff.

As a nation we pride in the immense 
progress this country has made in vari-
ous fields including medicine. We are 
talking about medical tourism to show-
case our immense potential for the world 
to see. If we cannot provide basic medi-
cal care for the millions of infants born 
in this country even in 2017, all our so 
called medical revolution has no value. 
Let us first value the lives of these kids 
and with that, their safety as they grow 
up. Parents sacrifice a lot to bring up 
their kids not to be killed, molested, 
raped or otherwise exploited just be-
cause our government is not capable of 
protecting them.

VIEWS on NEWS                                                             

by Marshall  Sequeira
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While insurances for 
house, car and so on 
are quite common, did 
you know that gold items 
could be insured too? 
Know all about the Gold 
Insurance here

Gold Insurance assures se-
curity for your jewellery. An 
insurance can help you re-
cover the financial loss sue 

to a mishap at home or at the bank.

About the insurance: You can ei-
ther insure gold through standalone 
jewellery insurance or avail the cover 
under Home Insurance policy. The in-
surance provides protection against 
accidental loss, burglary, theft, dam-
age or loss of the jewellery deposited 
in the bank locker. There are a few 
insurance companies that also pro-
vide cover if you are robbed of gold 
jewellery while wearing it. However, 
it is subject to conditions such as fil-
ing FIR, submitting valid proof of theft 
and so on.

Indian scenario: Most Indian gold 
insurance companies provide a lim-
ited settlement claim amount. How-
ever, if you want full cover, you can go 
for a customised product by paying 
a higher premium. What doesn’t get 
covered by insurance includes losses 
or damage due to war, riot, terrorism 
and so on.

Insurance companies do not take 
responsibility for recovering losses if 
damage is caused by the owner or a 
family member or maid or caretaker. 
Insurance companies are also not li-
able for paying any settlement claim 
in theft takes place in a house that 
has been left vacant for more than a 
month (30days).

Things to keep in mind: You must 

Have you insured your gold? Give it a thought

keep all relevant documents in place 
as some insurance companies ask for 
purchase receipts of the lost or dam-
aged gold jewellery to pay for settle-
ment. In some cases, the insurance 
companies appraise the value of gold 
through their surveyor to decide the 
premium. While in other cases, com-
panies offer coverage upon a declared 

insured value. However, the premium 
is high in such cases.

Premium: The premium on gold in-
surance depends on the amounts 
of gold you insure with the insurer. 
Other determining factors include the 
prevalent market value of gold at the 
time of insurance purchase, condi-
tion of the jewellery and plans of the 
company.

Paperwork and Procedure:
A list of items has to be made along 
with their valuation. Valuation cer-
tificates from a reputed jeweller may 
also be required for some high-value 
items. The rules for this differ from 
company to company. 

What to watch out for:
Check the policy document. The 
jewellery cover should be an 'all-risk 
cover', including protection against 
burglary, fire and allied perils. Also, 
the contents may either be insured 
on a 100 per cent basis or on a 'first-
loss limits' basis, that is, in proportion 
of their value, say, 25 per cent or 40 
per cent.

Your gold jewellery can be your sav-
iour during any financial crisis and its 
sentimental value is priceless. Hence, 
it advisable to get it insured. 

Two types of Gold 
Insurance Policy

Under home insurance policy: 
You can opt for a ‘contents cover’ 
under home insurance policy that 
includes valuables and jewellery 
protection. There is usually a sub-
limit for risks in this policy. For 
example, if the maximum cover is 
25% of the total sum insured for 
contents and your total home con-
tent risk is covered up to INR 10 
lakh, jewellery worth INR 2.5 lakh 
will be covered.

Standalone jewellery insurance 
policy: This type of insurance 
covers losses incurred in a wider 
range of incidents as against the 
other insurance policies. It covers 
your jewellery risks to the amount 
for which the insurance has been 
taken.
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It is historically correct that from 
the start of the 13th century the 
Sacrament of marriage has been 
accepted as a dogma in the 

Catholic Church. The sacramental 
character of marriage and its nature is 
a fundamental truth, of the New Law. 
There is nothing more to be desired… 
only to propagate its truth.

In the Christian and Catho-
lic religion marriage started 
with our first parents, Adam 
and Eve. Later it was given 
credit by the Messiah Jesus 
Christ, with further details 
and directions supplied by 
Saint Paul, the Apostle.

According to Roman Catho-
lic ritual, marriage between baptized 
persons is a sacrament among the 
six other sacraments in the New Tes-
tament.  The sacrament is a religious 
ceremony when the participant re-
ceives the grace of God, as in baptism, 
Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penance 
and Reconciliation, Anointing of the 
sick, Holy Orders,  Matrimony.

At the Council of Trent the dogma on 
Marriage was made in a solemn dec-
laration, shown in canon i, Sess XXIV: 
“ If any one shall say that matrimony 
is not truly and properly one of the 
Seven Sacraments of the Evangelical 
Law, instituted by Christ our Lord, but 
was invented in the Church by men, 
and does not confer grace, let him be 
anathema”.

Marriage belongs to the essence of 
a sacrament, asserted a theologian; 
it is the character of a Christian and 
Catholic marriage. Pope Leo XIII in 
his Encyclical “Arcanum”, which was 
published in 10 February 1880, made 
this statement: “To the teaching of 
the Apostles, holy fathers, councils 
and the traditions of the Church that 
Christ raised marriage to a dignity of 
a sacrament.”

To the ordinary faithful, the word in 
statements made in Scriptures and of 
many Fathers is enough to promote 
devotion and trust in the testimonies 
of followers. The classical outpour-
ing of Scriptural text revealed by the 
Apostle Paul, where he states that the 
relation between husband and wife 

must be as that between 
Christ and His Church. “

Therefore as the Church is 
subject to Christ, so also 
let the wives be to their 
husbands in all things”. 
(Eph.v,23).

It is right and proper that 
your loyalty should be to 

your spouse. Once a person is joined 
in marriage, the problems and ten-
sions of their former family, relatives, 
should not expect one’s ‘cleaving’ at-
titude to continue. Put each other first: 
husband and wife share a common 
love.

“That is why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is united to his wife, 
and they become one flesh.” (Gen-
esis 2:24).

As a sacrament marriage becomes a 
sign of grace, like the other six sacra-
ments in the Church. While still await-
ing the start of his public life Jesus 
does his sign, at the request of his 
mother at the wedding feast.

“The Church attaches great impor-
tance to Jesus’ presence at the wed-
ding at Cana. She sees in it the con-
firmation of the goodness of marriage 
and the proclamation that henceforth 
marriage will be an efficacious sign of 
Christ’s presence.” (CCC.1613).

For centuries, unions and marriages 
were always the exclusive territory 
compounded by the Church, saints 
and the doctors of theology. Not so in 

this age and time when unions like, 
“live-in, same-sex and pre-marital 
sex” is an open order of the day. What 
the Bible teaches about marriage has 
come as a surprise to many. It is time 
to open your mind and heart to revo-
lutionize your marriage. The basic 
truth found in the essence of matri-
mony has been an essential part of 
our Christian belief. This has worked 
for thousands of years.

Sex is a priority for both partners. 
Learn to use it in submitting to each 
other according to needs. Love must 
take a major role in marriage, in the 
bedroom.

“The husband should give to his wife 
her conjugal rights, and likewise the 
wife to her husband.” (1 Cor:7:3 ).

“Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.” (1Cor:13:4-7).

Sacred Scripture begins with the cre-
ation of man and woman and con-
cludes with a vision of “the wedding 
feast of the Lord.” ( CCC.1602). Jesus 
taught of (Lust), a form of adultery, 
even when used in the mind.. Read 
(Matt.5:27-28).

Marriage is an unconditional chal-
lenge.
The cutting edge to Christian\ Catho-
lic marriage is to always register in the 
mind the words of St. Paul, who wrote in 
the book, his First Letter to Corinthians, 
“ Love never gives up, never loses faith,  
. is always hopeful, and endures through 
every circumstance” (1Cor.13:7).

Marriage Is A Sacrament 
Of Conjugal Love

By  MELVyN BROWN
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by Fr. Felix Rebello
www.infantjesusjogeshwari.in

“Oh, the beauty of a forest! The plea-
sure of walking through it, enjoying 
the smells of the flowers and the wild; 
watching the insects flitting about and 
listening to the birds chirp - how we 
all love it and wish to return to it again 
and again. It is this biodiversity that we 
have to protect and take care of in or-
der to enjoy the joy of it all”.

But what is biodiversity? 
The variety of life on Earth, its biologi-
cal diversity is commonly referred to 
as biodiversity. The number of species 
of plants, animals, and microorgan-
isms, the enormous diversity of genes 
in these species, the different ecosys-
tems on the planet, such as deserts, 
rainforests and coral reefs are all part 
of a biologically diverse Earth. Appro-
priate conservation and sustainable 
development strategies attempt to 
recognize this as being integral to any 
approach. Almost all cultures have in 
some way or form recognized the im-
portance that nature, and its biological 
diversity has had upon them and the 
need to maintain it. Yet, power, greed 
and politics have affected the precari-
ous balance.

A. IMPORTANCE OF BIODIVERSITY:

1] Ecological importance: The trees 
provide habitat and food for birds, in-
sects, other plants and animals, fungi, 
and micro-organisms;  insects, bats, 
birds, and other animals serve as pol-
linators;  parasites and predators act 
as natural population controls;  vari-
ous organisms, such as earthworms 
and bacteria are responsible for re-
cycling, organic materials and main-
taining the productivity of soils; green 
plants remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and replenish it with oxy-
gen; Forests, for example, are particu-
larly important "sinks" for the absorp-
tion of carbon dioxide and thus are 
key factors in reducing global climate 

change; wetlands serve as sponges 
to reduce the impacts of floods and 
to cleanse streams by filtering sedi-
ments, nutrients, and contaminants 
from inflowing waters.

2] Economical importance: Food 
items including birds, fish, fruits, veg-
etables, pulses, grains all these are 
provided by the nature. It is interest-
ing to know that, of the about 80,000 
available comestible plants, humans 
use less than 30 to satisfy 90% of 
our planet's alimentary needs. Nature 
also provides  fuel and coal, the natu-
ral resources used to produce ener-
gy;  timber and other forest products 
are used as building materials and for 
shelter;  Fibers such as wool and cot-
ton are used to make clothes;  medi-
cines: both traditional medicines and 
processed drugs are obtained from 
biodiversity;  other goods such as pa-
per and pencils come from raw mate-
rials provided by the Earth's diversity. 

3] Indirect services: Clean and drink-
able water: only a small amount - 
about 1% - of the water on our planet 
is usable directly. The rest is either 
salty (97%) or frozen (2%). Forests 
around the world filter our usable 
water again and again, constantly re-
plenishing the water we use for drink-
ing, bathing, and growing crops; air 
to breathe: plants around the world 
take carbon dioxide out of the air and 
put oxygen into it - oxygen that almost 

all creatures need to 
breathe; fertile soils: 
m ic ro -o rgan isms 
recycle the soil's or-
ganic matter and 
maintain its fertility; 
pollination: insect, 
bird and bat species 
carry pollen from 
one plant to another 
(or from one part of 
a plant to another), 
thus fertilising fruit 
crops and flowers. 

4] Cultural importance: Plants and 
animals are often used as symbols, 
for example in flags, paintings, sculp-
tures, photographs, stamps, songs 
and legends. 

5] Finally, biodiversity is also beauti-
ful: it is a pleasure to see and smell 
flowers in a field, To listen to birds 
singing, etc. 

B. CAUSES OF BIODIVERSITY LOSS
The main cause of the loss of biodi-
versity can be attributed to the influ-
ence of human beings on the world’s 
ecosystem, In fact human beings have 
deeply altered the environment, and 
have modified the territory, exploiting 
the species directly, for example by 
fishing and hunting, changing the bio-
geochemical cycles and transferring 
species from one area to another of 
the Planet, Genetically modifying spe-
cies, overexploiting natural resources 
and so on.

C. HOW CAN YOU HELP TO SAVE 
BIODIVERSITY
Purchase goods and services from 
companies that are environmentally 
responsible. Although you can't al-
ways believe marketing claims for 
"green" goods, a little internet re-
search can often shed some light on 
the ethics of particular companies. 
When possible, purchase goods from 

The Future Of Bio-Diversity
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by Dr Jeanette Pinto
Here’s a book that is an outcome of 
the author’s interaction with children, 
youth and parents on the subject 
of sex education, as pointed out by 
Grace Pinto in her Foreword. Well, 
Madam Grace knows her onions for, 
as Managing Director of a massive 
chain of educational institutions num-
bering over 300 in India alone, not to 
mention some 40+ in the Gulf, she 
has been witness to the kind of con-
tribution Jeanette 
has been making 
through her Adult 
Education Work-
shops for nearly two 
decades. “Indeed, 
these workshops 
have greatly ben-
efitted thousands 
of our senior stu-
dents through the 
healthy and much 
needed information 
they have received 
on the topic,” she 
avers (p 7). 

Undeniably, ‘sex’ 
is a topic that con-
tinues to be con-
sidered taboo in 
our country. That 
of course doesn’t change the situ-
ation concerning the steady rise 
of sexual indulgence, which itself 
makes proper and timely sex educa-
tion necessary at various levels. The 
author has been painstakingly com-

mitted to popularizing sex-education, 
virtually considering it her life’s mis-
sion as is evident from the conviction 
with which she has written SEX TALK 
- PARENT TO CHILD [ISBN 978-81-
7108-885-0 / pp 71 / Rs 50].

A renowned educationist herself, 
Jeanette rues the fact “that all of 
today’s horrible consequences of 
sexual promiscuity, be it teenage 
pregnancy, prostitution, child abuse, 

rape or venereal dis-
ease, are really the 
result of sexual igno-
rance. Our Education 
system prepares our 
children to special-
ize in a variety of 
subjects, but when it 
comes to telling them 
the truth about sexu-
ality,… educators are 
either embarrassed 
or unable to handle 
the issue” even as 
parents gamely pass 
the buck to teach-
ers. And yet, it is on 
parents, who have 
partnered with God 
to give life to their 
children, that lie the 
great obligations of 

educating and helping their children 
grow into sound human entities. As 
primary educators of their children, it 
is their inalienable right to give their 
children “a clear and delicate” sex 
education, one that is “truly and fully 
personal” [John Paul II, in Familiaris 
Consortio # 37]” (p 10).

Notably, the comfort quotient con-
cerning SEX TALK - PARENT TO 
CHILD—a  small book with big po-
tential, which BETTER YOURSELF 
BOOKS has done well in produc-
ing—lies in the fact that the author, 
a parent and grandparent herself, 
refrains from taking the reader for 
granted. Rather than a condescend-
ing attitude, an attitude of mutual un-
derstanding is evident right through.

Sex Talk - Parent To Child 

BHOIR GARDENS
* Open air garden for Ceremonies 

* Theme Decor * Accommodation 300 - 1500 
guests * Open Catering * Parking space for 

above 100 cars * 2 AC Changing Rooms

Bhoir Comound, Off Western Express Highway, 
Suhasini Pawaskar Road, Ghartanpada No.1,

 Dahisar (E), Mumbai 400068
For enquiry call Godwin Mendes: +91 9920387618 or 

Patrick Master +91 9820325889

responsible companies in your lo-
cal area; this cuts down on the pol-
lution generated in long-distance 
transportation. Plant a garden of 
native plants around your home or 
at your school. In this way you can 
help to preserve plant species as 
well as create habitat for wildlife.  
Maintain valuable wildlife habitat on 
your property, such as large trees, 
wetlands and natural shoreline. Re-
duce automobile pollution (one of 
the largest sources of pollution and 
damage to species and ecosystems) 
by driving less, carpooling, cycling, 
keeping your car properly tuned and 
maintained and switching to a more 
efficient vehicle and so on. There are 
hundreds of other ways where you 
can do your bit to save biodiversity.

To conclude with a quote from the 
Pope Francis’ encyclical on environ-
ment “It is not enough, however, to 
think of different species merely as 
potential “resources” to be exploit-
ed, while overlooking the fact that 
they have value in themselves. Each 
year sees the disappearance of thou-
sands of plant and animal species 
which we will never know, which our 
children will never see, because they 
have been lost for ever. The great 
majority become extinct for reasons 
related to human activity. Because 
of us, thousands of species will no 
longer give glory to God by their very 
existence, nor convey their message 
to us. We have no such right. (Lau-
dato Si, encyclical ‘Praised Be to 
God’ no. 33).

BOOK REVIEW

by Ladislaus L D’Souza

(Contd.. from p. 15)
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PAMELA WADIA
Meet Pamela Wadia for designs fitted 
to perfection from simple A-line styles 
to fabulous Ball Gowns Excellent bead 
work & Embroidery - Any size or Shape, 

as per your budget.
BRIDAL GOWN

BRIDES MAIDS DRESSES
FLOWER GIRLS DRESSES
COMMUNION DRESSES

WESTERN FORMAL WEAR
READY WEDDING GOWNS ALSO

AVAILABLE
Mob: 9322277790, 66959482

www.ready2wed.in 

Bengaluru: Archbishop Bernard Mo-
ras of Bangalore has opened a Chris-
tian think-tank team to foster greater 
thinking, development and progress 
in the Church as well as in society.

More than 120 people from all walks 
of life and various parts of Karnataka 
joined 11 bishops of the southern In-
dian state attended the September 15 
opening program.

Archbishop Moras, who is also the 
president of the Karnataka Catho-
lic Bishops’s Council, asserted that 
Christians have a great role to play in 
building the nation. “We are only 2.1 
percent Christians in India. However, 
we play a great role in the develop-
ment and can do marvels in near fu-
ture,” the prelate noted.

The archbishop, who heads the Cath-
olic Church in the state, spoke of Pope 
Francis who is leading the world to 
new heights through his simplicity but 
greater leadership. “We in Karnataka 
can imitate him and prepare our peo-
ple for the future,” Archbishop Moras 
suggested.

Karnataka Church sets up think-tank team

Bishops Peter Machado of Bel-
gaum introduced the member 
present and explained how they 
could do much through Christian 
Think Tank, reports bellevision.
com.

The Christian Think Tank is an 
organization planned to face the 
present day challenges the com-
munity faces from religious, cul-
tural, social, educational and po-
litical front. The community needs 
thinkers who will suggest various 
ideas and steps to build a better 
future.

The think-tank includes persons 

from religion, education, politics, 
health services, businessmen, build-
ers, lawyers and accountants. “This 
is a glorious moment in the history 
of Karnataka,” the bellevision.com 
noted. A new chapter in the annals 
of Christian community is opened, it 
added. 

Source: matters india

I call forth the Power and the pres-
ence of St. Expedite in my time of 
financial trouble. I offer my body, 
heart, mind and soul upon your al-
tar of light. I have faith and trust and 
complete confidence that you will 
be my strength in this time of need. 
Quickly come to my assistance.
 (State Your Petition)___________
My financial need is urgent. Be my 
Light and Guide in this situation so 
that I may live with peace, love, pros-
perity and abundance and in the 
Praise of God.
Amen. (Promise Publication)

—Robert A. Noronha, Pune

Prayer to St. Expedite for 
solving a financial crisis
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Three Days Retreat in Konkani
Praise the Lord Jesus! Alleluia

The word become a human being and, 
full of grace and truth, lived among 

us.   (John 1:14)

Three days Retreat in Konkani 

conducted by Rev. Fr. Onil D’Souza 

(Director, St. Anthony Ashram, Mangalore), 

Br. Joel Lasrado 

(Former Preacher of Divine Retreat Centre, Potta) 

& Br. Rony 

at Our Lady of Health Church, 

Sahar, Andheri (E) 

on 19th, 20th & 21st October 2017 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lunch & Tea will be provided free of cost.

Human Life - how important is that ?

place to another leads to lynching - 
the mob goes berserk.

So what is the message that seems to 
be going around the country ?  That 
Love for animals, read the cow fam-
ily, far exceeds the Love for human 
beings. Human Life has got no impor-
tance !

The present party in power in the state 
of U.P. campaigned aggressively at the 
time of the recent elections, impress-
ing upon the electorate to bring about 
a change in government promising to 
set right the affairs of the state. The 
people of U.P. must now be asking, is 
this what we had bargained for ?

Taking this a little further, when the 
present government in power at the 
centre, mounted an aggressive cam-
paign against corruption and prom-
ised development and change in the 
country, the people of this country 
saw a ray of hope. But what is the re-
ality today ? It’s all there for us to see 
- opposition being silenced, activists 
& journalists being killed, there’s no 
need to say more !

Recently, at the B.R.D.  Medical 
College, Gorakhpur, in U.P., 
around 100 children died due 

to lack of oxygen supply at the Medi-
cal College. Close on the heels of this 
tragedy, around 49 children died at 
the Ram Manohar Lohia District Hos-
pital, Farrukhabad District, U.P. Hospi-
tal, again due to lack of oxygen sup-
ply at the hospital. Was there a hue 

& cry on account of these deaths ?  
Did these deaths touch the hearts of 
our politicians even a little bit ?  Did 
we have to sacrifice innocent children 
for the lack of efficiency on the part 
of our politicians ? Does  human life 
have any value ?  Compare this with 
the slaughtering of cows, bullocks, 
etc.  Even the slightest doubt of beef 
or cattle being transported from one 

by Melville X. D’Souza
- Orlem, Malad West
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Inspiration!
Right from recording TV 
shows, cooking our food, 
playing music and even 
running cars robots or ar-
tificial intelligence have 
make their entry in our. 
Just like, once a won-
der, computers are now 
household entity, AI will 
have it's presence every-
where in future.

The humanoid robot or AI is the 
new thing of talk in the tech-
nology world. So let's discuss 
everything about AI right from 

it's concept. tuture and the role this 
technology will play in our day to day 
life land it's negative impart on em-
ployment.

What is Artifical Intelligence?
1956 witnessed the coining of the 
term AI, by American computer scien-
tist John McCarthy. This umbrella term 
today encompasses things right from 
robotic process automation to actual 
robotics. Of late, it has gained impor-
tance due to big data and the increase 
in size, speed and data that busi-
nesses collect. AI can perform various 
tasks more efficiently, from identifying 
patterns in data to speech recogni-
tion to problem-solving, thus, helping 
businesses gain more insight. In short 
AI will create 'will will-machines-take-
over' scenario in future. They will act 
like humans!

Future of 
Artificial Intelligence
Having become an essential part of 
technology today, the core challenge 
of AI includes programming comput-

ers for traits such as knowledge, rea-
soning, problem-solving, learning, 
perception, planning and the ability to 
manipulate and move objects. 
AI can play a hu7ge role in health care 
where diagnosis could be made fast 
and cheap, without having any actual 
doctors; when is quite a significant 
application in countries like India. AI 
could also be handy in crop guid-
ance or crop management. Crores of 
data points of farmland images can 
be looked upon and within few sec-
ond an analysis could be make as to 
whether the area is suitable for crop 
planting or not, how much water is 
needed, what kind of crops would be 
right and then the information can lbe 
used to advice the farmer. Hence, AI is 
quite impactful for applications of this 
nature.

An insight to artificial intelligence

The role of AI in the India:

AI is a luxury, and the possibilities it 
has in solving problems in India is 
immense. Thanks to the increasingly 
digital economy, fulled by improv-
ing education and globalisation, the 
Indian consumer is unknowingly the 
country's biggest beneficiary of re-
cent advances in AI, notes the report. 
From utilizing various applications 
powered by AI to using a range of 

China has already made ma-
jor leaps, ahead of even many 
Western countries in the field 
of AI. According to former world 
chess champion Garry kasp-
arov. Chinese are using robots 
to train their chess players who 
figure in the top 50. Although, 
chess is only an dndicator they 
are adapting AI in lMany fields 
including defence.

online services such as Amazon Mar-
ketplace and Netflix that learn from 
consumers' online behaviour to make 
intelligent product and service recom-
mendations, consumers are readitly 
engaged with the proliferation of AI 
in India, whether they appreciate it or 
not.

AI Effect on employment
In the age of automation it is no se-
cret that AI will impact on employment 
negatively. As many companies have 
already started automation process 
companies have started putting axe 
on employees. In 2015 Foxconn made 
news when its chief executive, Terry 
Gou, predicted that 70 percent of all 
manufacturing in Foxconn's assembly 
lines would be automated with robots 
displacing humans.
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99, Perin Nariman street,   1st 
Floor,  Fort,  mumbai - 400 001.
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6766  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in August 1973), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 68 kgs, Tan Complexion,  Edn. SSC, 
working as a Mech. Fitter in Private Limited 
Company. Having own accommodation. 
Contact email :  maxielobo1973@gmail.
com
6740  MUMBAI :  Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in December 1986), Ht. 
5’ 6”, Wt. 62 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.  
B.E. / B. Tech. Worked abroad present 
having own business. Contact email : 
noelmenezes02@gmail.com
6722 MUMBAI :   East Indian RC 
Bachelor, (Born in September 1989), 
Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 64 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn.M.Com., C.A., working in Audit firm. 
Contcat email : eltn89@yahoo.co.in
6598. MUMBAI : East Indian RC Bach-
elor, (Born in September 1984), Ht. 5’ 7”, 
Wt. 85 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
Post Grad. Diploma, working as a GM-
Marketing. Contact email : gomes.gavin@
gmail.com  
6597. MUMBAI : Goan RC Bachelor, 
(Born in April 1978), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 68 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Com., 
working as a Customer Support. Contact 
email : augustinelobo_78@yahoo.com 
6596. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in January 1980), Ht. 5’ 5”, 
Wt. 72 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, SSC. 
ITI, NCVT, working for offshore industry 
as marine technition, having own house.  
Contact email :  lezzrocks@gmail.com  
6579. MUMBAI : RC Bachelor, (Born 
in August 1985), Ht. 5’ 9”, Wt. 72 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. HSC., & 
Diploma, Working as a S. Bartender. 
Contact email : rahulf28@yahoo.com 
6576. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC Bach-

elor, (Born in october 1966), Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 
69 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. SSC., 
having own business. Contact email : 
pauld’souza@ccicindia.com 
6575. MUMBAI : Goan RC Bachelor, 
(Born in May 1973), Ht. 6’ 4”, Wt. 98 kgs, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. HSC., work-
ing as a Steward in Oil Tanker - Foreign 
Ship. Contact email : 285vvictor@gmail.
com 
6573.  SAUDI  : Goan / Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in February 1986), Ht. 5’ 
5”, Wt. 68 kgs, Fair Complexion,  Edn. 
B.E. Mechanical, working as a project 
engineer seeks a well qulified girl from a 
good family background. Contact email 
: ian.roshan.dsouza@gmail.com 
6572.  MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in October 1986), Ht. 5’ 
9”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,  
Edn. BE (EXTC), working as a Network 
Engineer.  Contact email :  ivorbritto@
gmail.com  
6567.  MUMBAI : RC, Mangalorean 
Bachelor, Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 70 kgs, (Born 
in April 1977), Fair Complexion, Consul-
tant   Surgeon by Profession in 
Top Hospital in Mumbai, seeks suitable 
match. Contact Email :  kalinaproper-
ties@gmail.com.   
6564.  DUBAI : Mangalorean RC Bach-
elor, (Born in November 1987), Ht. 179 
cms, Wt. 78 kgs, Wheatish Complex ion, 
Edn. Mechanical Engineer, working as an 
Engineer. Contact email : godfreyjoelfer-
nandes@gmail.com  
6562.  MANGALORE : Mangalorean RC 
Bachelor, (Born in November 1981), Ht. 
5’ 7”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Complex ion, 
Edn. PUC + Computer diploma, having 
own business in ABROAD. Contact email 

: melvin6680@gmail.com   
6559.  MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic 
Bachelor, (Born in July 1985), Ht. 5’ 8”, 
Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
XII,  working on Cruse Ship. Currently 
he his in Mumbai Contact immediately. 
Contact email    : mascarenhas_k@
ymail.com 
6558.  KUWAIT : Goan RC Divorcee, 
(Born in January 1982), Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 
80 kgs, Tan Complexion, Edn. Masters 
Computers in USA, working as a Man-
ager in USA. Seeks a educated homely 
Goan or Mangalorean girl working  
in USA or India. Contact email : carmeli-
naf@gmail.com 
6553.  GERMANY : German RC Bach-
elor, (Born in August 1980), Ht. 175 cms, 
Well built, Fair Complexion, Edn.  Normal 
School Cheff. Working as a Cheff. Con-
tact email : evascherrmann@yahoo.de 
6551.  MUMBAI : Goan RC Bachelor, 
(Born in February 1959), Ht. 5’ 7” Wt. 
60 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. SSC., 
having own business. Contact email : 
pearlfernandes81@yahoo.in 
6549.  MUMBAI : Tamilian RC Bachelor, 
(Born in December 1983), Ht. 5’ 10” Wt. 
72 kgs, Tan Complexion, Edn.  MBA 
(ICFAI), working as a AVP in Citi Group 
Chennai. Contact email : ponsil@redif-
fmail.com 
6547.  MUMBAI : Keralite + Manga-
lorean RC Widow, (Born in July 1959), 
Ht. 5’ 11”, Wt. 75 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. SSC, working  for Dimond 
Company as a Assorting Diamond. No 
encumberance, having own  Flat. Seeks 
a simple and poor girl. Contact Mob: 
9821078194.  

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com

Check your email at least once 
a week for proposals from Royal 
Christian Family and other mem-
bers
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6767. MANGALORE :  Manga-
lorean RC spinster, (Born in August 
1991), Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 80 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion,  Edn. M.A. (English), 
Teacher by profession. Contact email 
: predita1989@gmail.com
6578. MUMBAI : Goan RC Spinster, 
(Born in  May 1985), Ht. 5’ 5”, Fair 
Complexion,  Edn. Under graduate, 
working as a Customer Support staff. 
Contct email : jasgemini2011@hot-
mail.com  
6577. MUMBAI :  RC Divorcee, 
(Born in  April 1989), Ht. 4’ 10”, Fair 
Complexion, Beautiful,  Edn. Dip. in 
HM & Bakery, working as a Cashier / 
Ordertaker. Contact email : nshksp@
gmail.com  OR 9833845074
6574. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  September 1990), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Fair Complexion, Beautiful,  
Edn. B.Com., MBA, PGDM, working 
for Multinational Company. Contact 
email : roshanmehra@hotmail.com 
6570. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in December 1991), Ht. 
5’ 3”, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. BBI, 
P.G.D.M. (H.R.), working as an Asst. 
Manager H.R. Contact email : venita.
sal@gmail.com  
6569. DUBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  May 1985), Ht. 5’ 2”, 
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. MBA - Fi-
nance, working as an Accountant in a 
private sector firm in DUBAI.  Looking 
for a Roman Catholic alliance prefer-
ably working in UAE. Contact email : 
saldanha.leena7@gmail.com 
6568. NEWYORK : Mangalorean 
RC Spinster, (Born in  December 
1990), Ht. 157 cms, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. M.S. in  Computer 
Science (USA), working as a Software 
Engineer. Seeks a  similiar qualifica-
tion, having HIB Visa and working in 

USA below 30 years. Contact email : 
joymachado312@gmail.com 
6566. DUBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  September 1986), 
Ht. 5’ 5”, Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. M.S. in  HR, working as 
a Admin. Exec. (HR)  seeks a Manga-
lorean bachelor preferably Postgrad./
MBA/BE,. Contact wedd_prop@hot-
mail.com 
6565. MUMBAI : Mumbai broughtup 
Keralite Anglo Indian Spinster, (Born in  
May 1988), Ht. 5’ Wt. 48 kgs, Wheatish 
Complexion, Edn. B.Com., working as 
a Computer Operator. Contact email : 
elenarosedcosta@gmail.com 
6563. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  August 1990), Ht. 5’ 
5”, Wt. 60 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. 
MBA Marketing, working as an Analy-
ist, Contact email : noreen13nov@
gmail.com 
6560. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  December 1986), 
Ht. 5’ 3”, Wt. 79 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. B.Com., MBA in HR, working in 
a Reputed MNC in Mumbai. Contact 
email : jfran1302@gmail.com 
6557. BANGALORE : Mangalorean 
RC Spinster, (Born in  August 1989), Ht. 
5’ 1”, Fair Complexion, Edn. B.E. , M.S. 
in California,  working in CALIFOR-
NIA, Seeks a Post graduate working 
in U.S. below 31 years. Contact email 
: jwanita@gmail.com OR helen_mo-
nis@rediffmail.com 
6554. MUMBAI : Goan RC Spinster, 
(Born in  May 1987), Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 
75 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. 
MBA (HR), Contact email : joaquimro-
pose82@gmail.com 
6548.  MUMBAI :  Tami l ian RC 

Spinster,(Born in December 1986), Ht. 
5’ 5”, Wt. 66 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. PGDBM  NMIMS, working 
as a Manager. Contact email : prabha.
nadar@hotmail.com 
6545. MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  October 1989), Ht. 
5’ 8”, Wt. 65 kgs, Fair Complexion, 
Edn. MBA Finance, working as a 
Financial analysist. Contact email : 
elveera.26@gmail.com  
6543. MUMBAI : Maharashtrian Prot-
estant Spinster, (Born in August 1977), 
looks much younger to her age, Ht. 5’, 
Wt. 50 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn. T.Y. 
B.Com., working as an Account As-
sistant. Contact email : sonali_wagh-
choure@yahoo.com 
6542. AUSTRALIA : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in  September 1988), 
Ht. 159 cms, Wt. 57 kgs, Fair, good 
looking,  Edn. Masters in Biotechnol-
ogy from University of Queensland, 
Australia, working as Scientist (Re-
search) in Australia, Seeks  qualified 
and godfearing boy settled in Austra-
lia, US and Canada. Contact email : 
patsynazareth123@gmail.com  
6538. MUMBAI : God fearing Manga-
lorean RC Spinster, (Born in  January 
1980), 5’ 6”, from good family working 
for a MNC seeks groom. Reply with 
recent photo to innlo@hotmail.com 
6536 MUMBAI : Mangalorean RC 
Spinster, (Born in April 1991), Ht. 
168cms, Wt. 64 kgs, Beautiful, Fair 
Complexion, Edn. Master in Dental, 
studing PG in Doctorate, Dactor by 
profession. Contact email : kcmcsm@
gmail.com 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE
Telephone no. of candidate will 
be printed only with the consent 
of members. 
For Tel. Nos. Please contact on 

022-22693578 / 9820485389 
or Email : 

royalchristianfamily@gmail.com
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The earth is perhaps the only 
planet in this vast universe 
which is inhabited by life 
forms living in supporting en-

vironment. A thin cover of water and 
air known as the biosphere encasing 
the earth, sustains life. The absence 
of biosphere would make the earth a 
lifeless planet like many other planets 
in the universe.

   Our natural environment and sur-
roundings provide us with everything 
that we ever need. We get air, water, 
food, and everything else from the en-
vironment.

   We have made the ecol-
ogy suffer by the thoughtless-
ness of our actions. We have 
polluted the encasing of the 
earth, namely the water and 
the air far beyond its capacity 
to cleanse itself. Urgent mea-
sures are needed to check 
further degradation of the en-
vironment or a day will come 
when the environment around 
us will collapse to make survival a 
near impossibility. Nature has already 
started warning us in the form of unex-
pected disasters and diseases. It will 
take a foolish person to ignore these 
warnings. The motto of the day is to 
improve our ecology or perish in the 
absence of it.

   With global warming and fluctu-
ating energy costs, many of us strug-
gle with how to go green and the cost 
that can be associated with it. There 
are many low cost and easy ways to 
both save the environment and save 
money at the same time. 

  The natural world around us 
needs water just as much as we do; 
so we cannot save the environment 
without saving our water supply first. 
Conserving water starts with looking 
at it as a limited resources and con-
suming it with that in mind. We also 
make choices about how much water 
we use in our daily lives; for example, 
taking shorter showers or not running 
the water while we are washing uten-
sils. Choosing to conserve water can 
have a significant impact on the over-
all goal of saving the environment.

   We can also make simple chang-
es, like shopping with reusable bags 
and keeping food and other items in 
reusable containers, rather than de-
faulting to plastic bags and disposable 
containers. And recycling obviously 
refers to buying recycled products 
and sorting waste into the appropriate 
categories such as aluminum cans, 
glass, plastic, paper and cardboard. 
If you can't reduce your consumption 
or find a way to reuse a product, re-
cycling is a better choice than simply 
throwing something into the trash.

   Next, we can also save the envi-
ronment by planting trees, 
which is a favourite Earth 
Day activity. Trees play a 
critical role in keeping our 
air clean, both by releasing 
oxygen into the air and by 
trapping carbon. The more 
trees we have, the better 
our air quality is, and that's 
why planting trees is an ex-
cellent step to take toward 

saving the environment. While you're 
at it, plant a tree in a spot that will give 
your house shade, as that will help re-
duce your need to crank up your air 
conditioning.

   It is also important to take a stand 
against deforestation. Losing the rain-
forest means that we are losing mil-
lions of trees that would otherwise 
be cleaning the air for us. Protesting 
deforestation by refusing to buy prod-
ucts that are created at the expense of 
the world's forests can help slow and 
even halt deforestation.

   Environmental pollution is one of 
the key problems facing our modern 
world. Though there have been mas-
sive technological advances in these 
recent days, these too have come 
with much negative effects to the envi-
ronment. By doing a simple thing like 
planting a tree, we shall be making 
the world a better place and for sure 
we shall always live to be proud of our 
achievement.

   Why should we save environ-
ment?
1. Global warming is a serious en-

vironmental issue. The continu-

ous emission of carbon dioxide by 
thermal power generating units is 
the leading cause for the surge in 
greenhouse gases.

2. Natural resources are limited. If the 
natural resources such as oil, coal, 
etc. are used, one day will come 
when the world may fall short of 
these resources.

3. High-level of environmental pollu-
tion is detrimental for human and 
animal health.

4. Forests are fast depleting. It may 
cause soil erosion and drought situ-
ation.

5. Excessive use of pesticides and 
contamination of soil have negative-
ly affected soil output. These fruits 
and vegetables are not very healthy 
for human health.

How to save the environment?
1. We should save drinking water. 

Water is a precious component of 
our environment. It should never be 
wasted.

2. We should never pollute water. Ef-
forts should be made in making sig-
nificant reduction in both domestic 
and industrial disposal in water bod-
ies.

3. As far as practicable, the waste 
products should be recycled to 
make new items. The domestic and 
industrial garbage should be segre-
gated as recyclable and non-recy-
clable before being dumped.

4. There should be a zero tolerance 
policy towards deforestation. Each 
one of us can contribute towards 
saving the environment by planting 
just one tree every month.

5. We can make donations to NGOs 
that are engaged in planting trees, 
or in any way working towards sav-
ing the environment.

6. Safer environmental friendly car 
and vehicles should be used. For 
short distances, people should be 
encouraged to use bicycles in place 
of motor based vehicles.

7. The use of environment unfriendly 
materials such as plastic should be 
discouraged.

Make the earth a better place to live in

— Jubel D'Cruz
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______________________________________________

State ________ Country ________ Pin _____________

Tel.: ________________ Email: ___________________

Subscription Rate:
One year Rs. 500
Five years Rs. 2000
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Unfailing Prayer to St. Anthony

I implore of you to obtain for me (request). The answer 
to my prayer may require a miracle, even so, you are 
the Saint of Miracles. O gentle and loving St. Anthony, 
whose heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper 
my petition into the ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus, who 
loved to be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of my 
heart will ever be yours.      

—Mrs Deepa D'Souza

 O holy St. Anthony, gentlest 
of Saints, your love for God and 
Charity for his creatures, made you 
worthy, when on earth, to possess 
miraculous powers. Miracles waited 
on your word, which you were ever 
ready to speak for those in trouble or 
anxiety. Encouraged by this thought, 

Ad. Rates for Thanksgiving
   Colour   B/W
Favours granted minimum   Rs. 800 Rs. 400
 i.e. 15 words + 1 block(1 photo of saint) 
 each additional block  Rs. 400 Rs. 200
Holy Spirit Prayer  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600
Other small prayers (upto 100 words)  Rs. 1000 Rs. 600

Contact: Tel.: 22693578, 22654924
THE SECULAR CITIzEN, 

99, Perin Nariman Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400001

Thanksgiving

Thanks to Divine Mercy, Our Lady of Vailankani, Our 
Lady of perpectual Succor and St. Anthony

—A Devotee

Prayer to St. Expedite for solving a financial crisis
I call forth the Power and the presence 
of St. Expedite in my time of financial 
trouble. I offer my body, heart, mind 
and soul upon your altar of light. I 
have faith and trust and complete con-
fidence that you will be my strength in 
this time of need. Quickly come to my 
assistance.
 (State Your Petition)______________
My financial need is urgent. Be my 

Light and Guide in this situation so that I may live with 
peace, love, prosperity and abundance and in the Praise 
of God.
Amen. (Promise Publication)

—Shirly Noronha, Malad
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Family issues - conflicts : Finding a right 
match, Developing skills, Boosting career, 
Deepening relationships, Learning Values & 
Attitudes and being well informed of what's 
happening in the community

for all these and more, under one single roof, take:

Family Package

Always 
wanted to 

learn 
something 

new - 
but 

no time ?!
Not any more!!!

Master a new skill - 
from the comfort of 
your house at your 
own convenience

Expand your 
knowledge - 

Boost your career

Skill development 
for students, 
housewives, 

professionals, etc. 
Wide range of 

subjects and topics 
to choose from

only @     

www.limrt.com

Email: info@limrt.com 

Call: 9820485389


