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This year in Umelle, Vasai, Abhang Bhavan celebrated
Christmas in an Indian style. On 27th at 5pm there
was a procession in the village with Child Jesus

installed in a Palkhi (A cradle) lent by the village temple. Fr.
Michael G. explained its significance saying, the crib too
was borrowed for the birth of Jesus! The Hindus welcomed
the devotees with Arati and accompanied the procession
with their Bhajan singing and playing Tal and mrudunga.
On the way Paramanand Ashraam Svamis welcomed
Baby Jesus and joined the celebration. When the Bhakatas
together with Archbishop Felix Machado reached Abhang
Bhavan, the place of the differently abled, Ad. Khalil Shekh
Spoke on the story of Jesus and Mary from the Holy Kuran.
Then the diffesrently abled people and the special children
offered their gifts to Child Jesus laying in the Palkhi.

Casmir Anthony D’Silva (88), husband of Jessie
D’Silva,  father of Lydia and Alwyn Tauro, Clifford and
Grace D’Silva (Toronto), Veena and Robert D’Mello
and Meena and Nelson Passanha,  grandfather of
Alisha, Kristina, Clinton, Divya, Aisha and Tanya,
brother of Lucy Mathias, Benjamin D'Silva, Mark
D’Silva, John D’Silva and Satu D’Silva, passed away
on December 27, 2014.

Laid to rest on 27 December 2014 in Holy Family
Church Cemetery, Chakala, Andheri East, Mumbai.

Christmas in Indian style

 Archbishop Machado in his message appreciated the
novel way of Christmas celebration, saying, “Here is a
natural place for Jesus’ birth to be celebrated; place where
special children are taken care of  and where people of all
religions are gathered in a natural setting -on the road
side!’’ He congratulated Ms. Cynthia Baptista, the director
and her collaborators for their innovative ideas and for
bringing people of all religions so intimately together.

The function got over with yet another Indian item, a talk on
Ayurved by Mr. Rakesh Sarougi. A good crowd of friends
and well-wishers of Apang Seva, and the villagers of
Umelle with their Redemptorists Fathers and Mary Im-
maculate Sisters had gathered.

Obituary

Casmir Anthony D’Silva
(88), Andheri East /
Karkala-Mangalore

Obituary

Cyril Aranha (55), Mulund West, Mumbai

Cyril Aranha (55), Proprietor, Clive Travel Service,
Fort, Mumbai / Shankarpura, husband of  Rita Jacintha
Aranha, father of Clive Aranha,  Junita Aranha, father-in-
law of Lanie Aranha, passed away on December 31,
2014.

Laid to rest on 1st January 2015 in Mulund Cemetery,
Mulund (East), Mumbai.
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World must act against Hindu plan for
India without Christians, Muslims

On December 18, India’s National Minorities Day, Rajeshwar
Singh, the head of the Dharm Jagran Manch [Faith awak-
ening forum] declared on national television news chan-
nels that his organization had set a 2021 deadline to
cleanse India of “alien Islam and Christianity”.

Another group said Christians would not be allowed
in Himalayan regions that are sacred to Hindus. The hate
speeches went viral on social media, and then in major
newspapers across the country.

The Indian government has not indicated whether Singh is being pros-
ecuted under India’s strict laws against religious discord.

So far the laws have been largely used to target Christian pastors, and in
recent months, Muslim youths venting their anger against the government on
Facebook.

Meanwhile, members of the Council of Ministers and spokesmen for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which controls many Indian state governments,
have been vocal in support of the Sangh Parivar.

The Parivar is a large and almost omni-present family of Hindu militant
organizations created by the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) in the past
two decades. The Dharma Jagran Manch, the Bajrang Dal and the powerful
Vishwa Hindu Parishad are among the more prominent of its groups with
aggressive cadres.

Political analysts say it would be erroneous to assume that under the
Narendra Modi government, the RSS has reoriented its goals. Each time the
BJP assumes power, its ideologues get emboldened.

Atal Behari Vajpayee, the first BJP premier, was in power when major
attacks took place on Christians. Over 30 village churches were destroyed in
Dangs in Gujarat on Christmas Eve in 1998.

Australian leprosy worker Graham Staines and his sons were burnt alive
in January 1999 and Catholic priest Fr George Kuzhikandam was murdered in
Mathura, not too far from New Delhi, in his church in June 2000.

Christmas Eve violence in 2007 in Kandhamal, Orissa, was a precursor of
the 2008 pogrom that occurred while the BJP was part of a coalition govern-
ment.

Modi has made no bones of the fact that he was a leader of the RSS, and

BY JOHN DAYAL
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continues to profess its ideology.
RSS affiliated groups have

launched a campaign to convert poor
Christians and Muslims to Hinduism, a
process they call Ghar Wapsi, or home-
coming. They argue that every Indian
is actually a Hindu, and Christians and
Muslims are those who strayed, or were
bought by missionaries.

In turn, the Sangh groups have
called for a war chest for the Ghar
Wapsi, earmarking 500,000 rupees
(US$7,875) for every Muslim they con-
vert, and 200,000 rupees for every
Christian.

The different rates are presum-
ably because Muslims are thought to
be more difficult to convert.

In the central Indian State of
Chhattisgarh, where several months
ago radical groups incited villages to
ban Christian pastors and religious
services other than those by Hindus,
the focus is now on Catholic schools.

In the state’s Bastar tribal region,
Christian schools are required to erect
statues of the Hindu goddess of learn-
ing, Saraswati.

Priests running these institutions
can no longer be called “Father’, but
need to be called “Pracharya” (teacher)
by non-Christian students.

Protestant pastors are being
beaten up, home churches raided al-
most as a matter of routine, with the
police looking on, or actively partici-
pating. Santa Claus, of course, has
been proscribed. Needless to say, this
state has been governed by the BJP for
the past 12 years.

The fact that the Sangh Parivar
runs over 57,000 ideology-based
schools for children in villages across
several states, especially in areas popu-
lated by tribal and Dalit groups, makes
available a cadre of youth and their
parents ready to do their bidding.

The BJP’s response has been to
suggest that the 2021 religious cleans-
ing deadline needs to be seen in the
context of fiery speeches by Muslim TV
evangelists and Western campaigns to
spread Christianity.

Venkiah Naidu, a former presi-
dent of the BJP and a government
minister, has called for a national law
against religious conversions. These
laws exist in six states, and have been

passed by two more but are yet to be
endorsed by the first ministers.

It is only a matter of a few months
before they too are enacted. These
laws have also led to violence against
religious groups.

United Nations Special
Rapporteurs for religious freedom have
slammed these laws as infringing the
basic rights of freedom of faith and
belief, enunciated in the UN Bill of
Rights, and which in fact, are an impor-
tant part of the Indian constitution.

The federal minister for educa-
tion, former TV actress Smriti Boman
Irani, has ordered a revision of text
books, particularly of history, to incor-
porate more ancient Indian traditions
including references to Hindu sacred
texts.

Various important councils in the
ministry are now chaired by luminaries
wedded to the thesis that India is the
fountainhead of all knowledge in the
world. The BJP and the minister hold
that Hindu sacred texts are a 5,000-
year-old source of knowledge on such
diverse subjects as plastic surgery,
aviation, nuclear weaponry and ge-
netic engineering.

Her officials issued orders earlier
this month that Christmas Day will now
be called “Good Governance Day” to
mark the birthday of — not Jesus — but
former BJP prime minister Vajpayee
who is now critically ill and has not
been seen in public for several years.

Academic institutions from junior
schools to universities were to keep
their doors open and organize social

programs for students. Christmas was
not to be a holiday any more.

An outcry by Church and civil
society, an acrimonious clash in parlia-
ment where Modi still does not have a
majority in the Upper House, forced the
government to dilute the order.

Christmas remains a holiday, but
the “educational” programs and activi-
ties will also be held, with principals
and officials told to report to the gov-
ernment that they did indeed comply
with the order.

Muslims and Christians feel they
are being strangled by a tightening
noose, in the villages and small towns
by Sangh cadres who have the police
on their side, and nationally by the
federal and state governments who
seem to endorse the hate campaigns
and the violence.

But for civil society, the threat is to
India’s constitution, which has evolved
as a great international democratic
document that protects the country’s
hundreds of cultures, languages, races
and many faiths. All too many people in
office and heading Sangh groups have
said that the constitution is an inherit-
ance from Britain that has no place in
Hindu Rashtra, the Land of the Hindus.

This is something that must worry
not just Indian religious minorities, but
the world.

John Dayal is the general secretary of
the All India Christian Council and a
member of the Indian government's
National Integration Council.

Source: ucanews

Thanks Giving

Thanks to St. Anthony, Sacred Heart of Jesus &
St. Jude for the special favour granted

— Thomas Saldanha, New Delhi

(Contd.. from p. 3)
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Before mid-night on New
Year’s Eve I was awakened
by the bursting of crackers

and the noise  of revelers. Human
beings are driven by irrational
emotions. Even the replacement of
a calendar can throw them out of
gear. They live on HOPE. They
expect 2015 to be better than 2014.

In 2014 they were expecting
Rs. 15 L to be put into their bank
account within 100 days of Modi
coming to power. This was to
come from the lakhs of crores of
blackmoney transferred to foreign
secret accounts which would be
brought home. Many 100 days
have passed and we are now told
that the available money to bring
home is only Rs. 3 K crores. India
was burning in 2014  with the land
ordinance bill being torched in
Kolkata and posters of the Film
“PK” being burnt in many cities
across the country. Politicians have
responded to famers suicides by
saying that they deserved to die if
they did not know how to run their
businesses and repay their loans.
We were shown on TV school girls
unable to go to school as they had
to be lowered into wells to draw
water for the family to survive.

The number of rapes and
murders seems to have increased
by many orders of magnitude. We
are being educated that these were
always there only now they are
finding place in the media in the
absence of anything else, the Cold
War and the Iraq War having
ended. When I told a friend how all
this was very depressing, he
replied, “All this will pass away and
so shall we”. A very consoling

thought indeed!!

Today the news was
excitingwith the government
announcing a new right “The Right
to Health”  As a senior, I saluted
Modi when he announced on
Independence Day that more
toilets need to be constructed. On
this New Year’s Day I congratulate
him on this new initiative.

For a senior the Right to
Health is like a Vision of Heaven.
Life is no longer simple and I have
to relearn how to do basic things
like climbing up and down stairs,
sleeping at night  and cope with
my deteriorating abilities. I have
been advised to use a walking
stick, not to help me walk but to
warn others that my unsteady
movements are not because of
intoxication but old age. Your short
term memory is not what it should
be. For example, to know whether I
have brushed my teeth I check if
the tooth-brush is still wet. When
my vision started to get blurred I
told my daughterthat I was afraid
that cataract was setting in. She

said, “Give me your glasses”.She
cleaned them and my fear of
cataract vanished. When basic
chores are not attended to my
daughter admonishes, “What do
you do all day?”. With my list of
ailments, I have visited a number of
specialists. Each prescribes a set
of exercises which I must do daily
for the next 30 years which I expect
to live. So my whole day goes in
doing what the doctors prescribe.

I have received a number of
newsletters from seniors about
what happened in the year gone
by, news about their children,
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren. So by writing this newsletter I
feel I am upholding a very honor-
able tradition even though I know
that most will delete it seeing It is
from me.  On New Year’s Day 2015
I look forward to another exciting
year. I have already received a
number of calls from family and
friends wishing me a healthy,
peaceful, prosperous and produc-
tive New Year. I feel I can’t let them
down and got to live up to their
expectations.

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2015

My 80th New Year’s Day

Contact:
Malad: Cyprian Albuquerque:

Tel. 9821589600
Andheri: John Mendonca Tel.:

9820384060
Mangalore: Dr. Valerian

Sequeira Tel.:9632585336

For Subscription and
Advertisements of
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 Francis Lobo
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Amritsar: Churches in Punjab have
threatened to take to the streets if the
federal government doesn’t impose a
ban on ‘ghar wapsi’ (recoversion) pro-
gram of radical Hindu groups.

Church of North India, Catholic
Church and the Salvation Army Church
have also warned of legal action against
communal forces trying to convert
people forcibly, reported
timesofindia.indiatimes.com. The three
Churches Sunday convened a joint
press conference to announce their
plan. They accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of extending “tacit sup-
port” to the “ghar vapsi” programs.

Church of North India Bishop P K
Samantaroy of Amritsar and modera-
tor Church of North India said Modi
should explain to the nation why the
government has not been able to stop
“forcible” conversions.

“Keeping silent on such a sensi-
tive issue construes his silent approval,”
he said. Bishop Samantaroy added
that all the heads of churches would

soon hold a meeting and take up the
issue of conversions at the national
level. “We will also write to chief minis-
ters and governors of all the states
regarding truth of reconversion
programmes,” he said.

He alleged that Hindu organiza-
tions were carrying out forcible conver-
sions through coercion in the name of
‘ghar wapsi’ to meet their political ends,
which may benefit some vested inter-
ests, especially in the ruling party.

Catholic Bishop Franco Mulakal
of Jalandhar alleged that conversions
were merely a tool in the hands of

in case of Balmikis.
Father John, a Catholic priest, said

religion was adopted by following the
inner voice and not under any external
pressure or monetary allurements.

Director of Socio Economy De-
velopment Programme, Diocese of
Amritsar, Daniel B Das said, “We all are
Indians and we never left home. So,
there is no question of ghar wapsi.”

Bishop Samantaroy demanded
that ghar wapsi programs be banned,
failing which the Christian community
would be forced to take to the streets.

Churches Join To Demand Ban On Reconversion
communal and fundamentalist
forces to divide the dalit commu-
nities to indulge in communal vio-
lence for their political gains.

Divisional Commander of
Salvation Army Church Major
Manuel Masih said there were
many dalit families in which half of
the family members were Mazhbi
Sikhs and the other half were
Christians and the same was true
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The biggest career mistake is
choosing a career opportunity
for the wrong reasons. Many

youth chase the wrong dream. They
take the recruiter's bait at the begin-
ning, buying into the pitch of a "rocket
ship company" that was on fire for
success. "On fire" was right. Ultimately,
that rocket ship’s "potential" wasn't
going to carry them through the night-
mare days when the other criteria
weren't there. This is an amateur ca-
reer mistake, but a common one that
seduces many of us.

The key lesson is to always align
your decision-making with your val-
ues and priorities. Don't compromise
on what matters most. It's rarely worth
it -- especially when it comes to people.
Sail steady despite the sirens that will
try to steer you on the wrong path.

You will have to sail though the
four thunderstorms – disappointment,
frustration, unfairness and isolation.
You cannot avoid them, as like the
monsoon they will come into your life
at regular intervals. You just need to
keep the raincoat handy to not let the
spark die.

Quoting Historian David
McCullough on hard work: “When the
founders wrote about life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness, they didn’t
mean longer vacations and more com-
fortable hammocks. They meant the
pursuit of learning. The love of learn-
ing. The pursuit of improvement and
excellence. I keep telling students,
‘Find work you love and . that are
authentically aligned with your values
Don’t concern yourself overly about
how much money is involved or
whether you’re ever going to be fa-
mous.’ …In hard work is happiness.”

The shoes that we wear are nor-
mally sold in Air Conditioned show-
rooms. The vegetables we eat are most
often sold on the footpath and yet the
seller of shoes and vegetables may
earn the same profit, but many a times
the vegetables seller grossing more
profit than the shoe seller.

While your criteria for making de-

cisions won't necessarily be the same
as the others, you need to have a
framework. Don't lose sight of your
criteria, and understand what truly is
going to matter to you. But if you
choose career opportunities that are
authentically aligned with your values,
you'll have the rewards and incentive
to carry you to the next brighter day.

Everyone wants their money to
grow; even people who have very lim-
ited income and do not have money to
invest, they want their salary to go up,
but unfortunately there is no consis-
tency in it, there are ups and downs.
How can you avoid the ups and downs?

None can destroy iron but its own
rust can. Likewise, none can destroy a
person, but his own mindset can. So
be careful about your thoughts. Ups
and downs in life are very important to
keep us going, because a straight line
even in an ECG means we are not
alive. The same boiling water that hard-
ens the egg will soften the potato. It
depends upon individual’s reaction to
stressful circumstances.

In the fast paced world we pres-
ently live in, many of our youth are
under stress leading them to not make
a proper career choice and may
choose the easiest choice that comes
their way and may become radicalized

due to the lucrative incentives offered
and the ease in getting such offers
resulting in some becoming prey to
extremist beliefs and go on to do hor-
rible things.

If courageous community mem-
bers do not take the required steps, if
churches do not open their doors to
the young, if the minds of the young do
not receive proper career guidance
and are not enlightened by this knowl-
edge and wisdom, then the future of
the young is increasingly uncertain.
Unless a concerted effort in career
guidance of our youth is made by our
community, the clergy and religious
too, the young may choose career
opportunities for the wrong reason.

Christians are known for their edu-
cational institutions in India, but how
many end up ‘really’ educated? How
many think of educating someone?
Sponsoring a child or acts of charity is
good but incomplete if the Christ in us
cannot physically reach out and touch.
With all the educational institutions
Christians end up as ‘employment
seekers’ and not ‘employment cre-
ators’.

The Secular Citizen and DIVO are
concerned about the problems that
the youth have in choosing a career
opportunity to suit their growth, so
they came up with a solution. Every
year they organize a youth seminar
entitled – Leaders in the making and
reaching to the top - which give the
youth an insight to adopt the right
mindset by acquiring a wealth of knowl-
edge and lead them to become ‘em-
ployment creators’  and ‘employers
requirement’ .

Since it is not possible for all
youth to attend this seminar nor will
the youth want to miss such a seminar
that would give them an insight to
career opportunities resulting in their
future prospects and progress, the
Secular Citizen decided to put it on
their website for all to access at a
nominal annual fee. For further details
contact the Secular Citizen office
Mumbai.

Choosing Career Opportunity
 Don Aguiar
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A flicker of life as
gift at end of golden
jubilee celebration

The serene Sunday evening of
7th Dec., 2014 in the grounds
of Don't Bosco, Matunga,will

remain in the consciousness of the
thousands who gathered to celebrate
the golden jubilee of the 38th inter-
national Eucharistic Congress held
in Mumbai during November - De-
cember 1964. The question that the
many will carry with them would be
" Am I Alive ?".

The celebration 50 years ago
had also troubled some as India
grappled with mass poverty and its
resultant ills of slums, etc. Some of
these minds came together to form
a trust to rehabilitate the slum dwell-
ers on Church lands.

Dec 7, 2014 would however be
different. This time it will trouble the
individual catholic on how he or she
is living. The examples of individuals
like Gerson da Cunha, Julio Riberio
and others making a difference in
the metropolis of Mumbai, will trouble
those who choose to be mere spec-
tators.

"Yes, I am Catholic, I am Alive "
cannot be said by those who use
religion as an excuse to avoid their
response to the pain and sufferings
around them. The Golden Jubilee
celebration did not end with the event
of Dec 7, 2014 but gave to those with
open minds a flicker of life as a gift to
nourish into a flame to light the way
for each mind to make a difference.

—Austin Nazareth

With a view to bring together
members of different reli
gions to obtain communal

harmony and peace, for the first time
Navjeet Community Centre, an out-
reach of the Holy Family Hospital,
organized an inter-religious get-to-
gether on 27th December 2014, where
various speakers from across the re-
ligious spectrum were invited to speak
on the topic of family life and what it
meant to them.

Dignitaries like Imam Abrar Hussain
Razvi from Raza  Jama Masjid, Bandra
East, Ms Shyama Kulkarni, Social
Activist from Bandra, Gyankirti Suresh
Dhotre, a Buddist from Khar, Mr Sahani
Singh from Khar Gurudwara, Fr
Ceasar D’mello, Parish Priest from St
Andrew’s Church, Bandra and Ms
Veena Gidwani were present for the
event.

The programme began with each dig-
nitary being felicitated with a rose,

followed by prayer dance by the nurses
of Holy Family Hospital, welcoming
the birth of Jesus.

In these turbulent times when families
are going through difficulties, Imam
Abrar Hussain’s advice on what family
life should be as written in the Koran
was both informative and inspiring.
He emphasized that there is only one
God and there should be no distinc-
tion in caste, creed or religion. For Ms
Shyama Kulkarni, there is no other
religion other than human religion.

Gyankirti Suresh Dhotre shared what
family life should be as per the preach-
ing of Gautam Buddha and that many
societies are experiencing profound
poverty of relationships as a result of
lack of solid family and community
relationships. He admired the work
that Navjeet is doing and appreciated
the same. Mr Sahani emphasized that
all men and women irrespective of
caste, creed and religion should en-
joy an equal and inviolable dignity. Ms
Veena also shared what family life
meant to her. Fr Ceasar’s advice was
to pay special attention and respect to
the needs of the old and sick.

In keeping with the spirit of Christmas,
carols were sung by all and a small
replica of Baby Jesus was distributed.

The programme ended with a Vote of
Thanks by Sr Bindhu, Director of the
Centre, and a small fellowship.

—Felix Flor

JACK OF ALL STALL
Reliable House for
Religious Goods

Gloria Church Bldg.,
263, Dr. Ambedkar Rd.,

Byculla, Mumbai - 400027
Tel.: 23725963, 23749358

Estd: 1951            Prop. B. D'Souza
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Naked I came from my mother’s
womb, and naked I shall re
turn” (Job 1:21). This was the

experience of the Prophet Job, known
to Muslims as Ayub. These words are
apt for Aamir Khan’s latest blockbuster
– “PK”. My wife and I watched the
movie on New Year’s Day, the first day
that it had been declared tax-free in
U.P.; because Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav believed that it contained a strong
social message, and hence needed a
wider audience.

Having just seen the movie I couldn’t
agree more. The theatre was houseful.
More than the movie’s message was
the audience’s response, which was
the real proof of the pudding. There
were moments of comparative quiet in
the fire-bucket seats below, where the
“lumpen elements” usually sit. Other-
wise they were with PK all the way,
whistling and thundering their approval.
Such an audience connect was the
best retort to those right wing Hindutva
elements that were crying foul and
opposing the movie. If vox populi is
indeed vox dei, then the people have
expressed their collective social con-
science.

For those lesser mortals that have not
yet seen PK, it is about Aamir Khan, an
alien from another planet, who gets a
rude awakening when he lands nude
on planet Earth. Apparently, on his
native planet there was no need of
apparel, social mores or putting on
pretence. You were what you were,
hence did not need to wear anything,
let alone a plastic smile! Period.

Not so on Planet Earth. Clothing is its
first cover up operation (pun intended).
Then comes language; words and
colours that mean different things to
diverse peoples, religions and cultures.
So we have Hindu widows and Chris-
tian brides wearing white, while Chris-
tian widows and Muslim women wore
black. We may take such things for
granted, but for an alien like PK it is an
eye-opener. And Aamir does manage
to keep his eyes wide open, his big

ears flapping, his Charlie Chaplain gait
amusing, and his abundant flow of
seemingly innocuous questions quite
flabbergasting.

It is his constant questioning of human
behaviour, that we “normal” humans
take for granted, that he finds so abnor-
mal; earning him the sobriquet “PK”,
Hindi for somebody who is inebriated.
He is indeed inebriated, with another
spirit – that of seeking rational or plau-
sible answers.

PK’s search is most exasperating when
he is confronted with organized reli-
gion, which seems replete with double
standards and intolerance of the
“other”. This is especially marked in

the Hindu-Muslim divide. There are
some minor takes on a terribly
Bambaiya style of Christianity, and
Sikhs (minus stupid sardarji jokes). But
the undercurrent is on the Hindu-Mus-
lim divide and the sheer hypocrisy of
sham babas. With the likes of Asaram
Bapu in the clink, for alleged rape and
murder, this is not surreal.

There is a hilarious take on an actor
bedecked as Lord Shiva coming on
stage for a drama; which some could
find offensive. But I recall several such
gags in a French-Canadian comedy
show called “Just for Laughs – Gags”.

They have several spoofs on priests,
nuns and even the Lord Jesus. I have
also seen some shows on Comedy
Central where they go to town with their
light-hearted banter about various eth-
nic groups, and definitely not politically
correct. Has anybody seen “Citizen
Khan” a British spoof on a Pakistani
Muslim family? No offence meant any-
where. We Indians have lost our sense
of humour (if indeed we had one) and
are more prone to rumour. We lack the
ability and humility to laugh at our-
selves.

But PK is no laughing matter. In a light-
hearted manner it addresses some re-
ally heavy stuff. Devoid of the Bollywood
hype, PK is definitely paisa vasool. Both
Aamir and co-star Anoushka Sharma
acquit themselves well, while holding
the rest of us guilty! I would agree with
Akhilesh Yadav that PK has a strong
social message. To find out more, go
see the movie. It is better to bare one’s
soul than to walk around naked like the
Emperor who had no clothes; but no-
body had the guts to say so. PK does.
It should make the new year happier for
you and yours.

* The writer is a Kanpur based social activist

NAKED @ NEW YEAR

BY CHHOTEBHAI

“
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Over  200  visually challenged
persons had a special New
year experience today in Ban-

galore. They sang, danced, played
games and enjoyed a sumptuous meal
to celebrate Vision 15, a special new
year program oragnised by The Project
Vision, an initiative of the Claretians in
Bangalore. They walked back home
with a gift hamper worth Rs. 1000.

There were no chief guest for the
program. 200 visually challenged who
were invited to the party were the guests.
An equal number of persons who
wanted to provide them with a gift also
were part of the party. The gift was
meant to make life easier for the visu-
ally challenged in 2015 – a white cane
to get them to move easier, a talking
watch to ensure they know that time, a
backpack to make them easily mobile
and a shawl to take care of this cold
season.

Music from Divine Melodies was
the main entertainment for the pro-
gram. Shoonya group of perfering art-
ists kept them happy throughout
through games and traditional art forms
like dollu. Several visually challenged
persons exhibited their talents during
the program. A new year cake was cut
by the visually challenged to mark the
celebration conducted at the St
Joseph's College.

The day was selected for the pro-
gram since the day was also Louis
Braille day. His life story was presented
to thank him for making life easy for the

visually challenged through the Braille.

Project Vision has been working for the
visually challenged since last year with
a focus on promoting eye donations
and mainstreaming them under the
leadership of Fr George
Kannanthanam. Vision 15 is one of the
activities to create further understand-
ing in the public about the life of the
visually challenged. It will help the visu-
ally challenged to feel part of the larger
society.

India has one third of the worlds’
visually challenged persons. 15 million
out of the 39 million blind persons are
in India.

Project Vision believes that if
people come to know the challenges of
the persons with disabilities, there
would be better responses to initiatives
like eye donation. With this purpose
Project Vision had organized three blind
walks in the city in 2014.

More than 15,000 persons have
already pledged their eyes with the
Project Vision. About 1000 persons
have volunteered as Vision Ambassa-
dors to promote the cause of eye dona-
tion.

Project Vision has set the goal of
making Bangalore the eye donation
capital of the world.

Fr George Kannanthanam
Founder /Director
The Project Vision

VISION ‘15 Celebrated Humour
Three doctors of a certain city

were attending a medical confer-
ence. While they were walking to-
wards the conference hall, they were
chatting with one another. One of
them said, “All the patients who come
to us share their problems with us.
But with whom shall we share our
problems?”

Finally, they decided to share
their problems with the three of them.
   The first doctor said, “I am a spend-
thrift. Whenever I go shopping, I buy
a lot of things. Hence, I collect heavy
fee from my patients and they suf-
fer.”

The second doctor said, “I am
addicted to drugs. Hence, I compel
my patients to get illegal drugs for
me. This way, I torture them.”

The third doctor said, “How-
ever much I try, I am unable to keep
any secret in my heart.”

When the other two doctors
heard this, they were shocked be-
cause they knew that this third doc-
tor will reveal all their secrets to the
world.

—Jubel D'Cruz, Dombivili

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
adored, loved, glorified & praised
throughout the world now and for-
ever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have
mercy on us. Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Thy kingdom come. St. Jude worker
of miracles pray for us. St. Jude
helper of the hopeless pray for us.
Amen, Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.

    —  Ms Flavia Rego, Dubai

Thanks to Sacred Heart of Jesus
& St. Jude for the favours granted
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As the calendar stands ready to
bid goodbye to yet another
year, one cannot help but look

back at the year gone by in all shades
and hues. From things that made one
happy, to those that made us sad, to
achievements we felt proud of and to
disappointments we promised never
to repeat – it was a significant year.
And as I sat one day, hearing our PM
wax eloquent about our ancient
achievements in science and tech-
nology, the keypad in front of me had
me itching to see how did 2014 look in
terms of our achievements in this field.

But as I began to Google about
‘top achievements of India in science
and technology in 2014’, the search
results annoyed me a bit as almost all
the results directed me to the Mars
Orbital Mission i.e. M.O.M and the
recently launched GSLV Mk-III related
articles. Strangely enough, some of
the search results forwarded me to
the sports achievements of 2014,
inspite of my query specifically quot-
ing ‘science and technology’!

What joy or confidence can we
expect from this? Is this what our
country really is? Don’t we have any
achievements to mention apart from
our ambitious space program? Are
we just happy to play catch-up with
the rest of the world, when it comes to
science and technology? For a coun-
try positioning itself as a global leader,
where is the innovation and the path-
breaking creation that we might boast
off?

Just as I began to get disheart-
ened is when I landed on the right
kind of links. I found some of the most
interesting and useful innovations by
our fellow Indians who carried their
work without any grand hype and
media gloss. These champions are
deserved to be remembered by all of
us.
And so here they are, the top 5
‘Unsung Heroes’ of 2014 and their
remarkable innovations:

LanStove:
Invented by
Dr. Rajvanshi,
this lamp cum
stove appara-
tus will not
only cook
food, but also
produces a high quality light without
polluting the environment. It also cooks
food faster than the traditional stove.

TALK:
Invented by
Arsh Shah
Dilbagi, a
s t u d e n t
from Delhi,
TALK is an
AAC (Aug-
mentative and Alternative Communi-
cation) device that helps people with
developmental disabilities and speech
impairments to communicate in a nor-
mal form of speech. TALK was se-
lected as one of the Top 15 Projects of
Google Science Fair 2014.

Smart Cane:
Invented by
Assistech (a lab
of IIT-Delhi that
focuses on de-
veloping afford-
able technology
for the visually
impaired). Smart Cane is an aid for the
visually impaired that provides safe
and independent mobility which eases
their integration into the society. It helps
its user diagnose any above-the-knee
obstruction from a distance of 3 meters.

Le Chal:
I nven ted
by Anirudh
S h a r m a ,
this ‘Le
Chal’ (‘take
me with
you’) shoe can assist the visually im-

paired in navigating easily from one
place to another. The shoe can be
connected to the user’s smartphone
through Bluetooth and vibrates ac-
cording to the directions to the desti-
nation.

Detecting HIV with a Finger
Prick of Blood:

Not Just ‘M.O.M’, The Best Indian Innovations
That Made A Difference In 2014

by Gayaz Ahmed:

Invented by Sultan Khetani, this unique
technology will enable users to do
viral load testing on their own without
having to spend a huge amount in
hospitals. Using a finger prick of blood
placed on a disposable paper with
flexible electrodes, one can find out
the viral load, i.e. amount of HIV
present in blood.

Looking back at our achievements in
a year should bring us joy and confi-
dence. But sometimes, these achieve-
ments come from the unacknowl-
edged heroes, who are doing their
best to address the very real prob-
lems of the society and make our
country better.

Each day is a little bit of
history.

Let’s get inspired from these
and many other unacknowl-
edged, unrecognised and
unrewarded scientists, who are
setting up a better today – for a
brighter tomorrow.
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2nd Jan 2015
Died on 30thDec 2014

How does one encapsulate in a
few words a life lived passion
ately with dedication, single

minded commitment and concern for
the family, the community and more
importantly, the vast multitudes of
people who have been touched and
influenced by the profound and poetic
expressions of a prolific author whose
writings  spanned over 5 decades.

In the words of the great human-
ist, Petrarch,  A good death does honour
to a whole life……and we are gathered
this morning to pay tribute and honour
to one who dedicated his entire life to
his chosen vocation of journalism.

Great men never die but continue
to  live in the hearts and legacy they
leave behind and the legacy of his life
and the monumental work that  JB
Moraes has left behind will remain as
an everlasting memorial to his  zeal and
commitment to the cause of promotion
of the Konkani Bhasha.

A long life, it is said, may not be
good enough but a good life is long
enough.   MORAES was blessed with
both, a good life and a long life,

It has been a honour and privilege
for me to have known him for the past
34 years.  To most of you he was known
as a passionate advocate of Konkani
literature but during my association
with him at Parke Davis where he served
for 41 years, he demonstrated uncanny
leadership in spearheading and guid-
ing the activities of the Parke Davis

Social and Sports Club as its General
secretary for many years.

Warm, genial, kind hearted are
words that cannot adequately describe
the sterling qualities of heart and mind
that MORAES possessed.   Not one to

munity and Konkani
language……and it was indeed due
to  his tireless effort and many others
before him that   Konkani was in-
cluded in the 8th Schedule of the
Constitution of India, as per the Sev-
enty-First Amendment on 20 August
1992, adding it to the list of national
languages.

A light has gone from our midst.
A ray, nay, more a beacon – guiding
us, inspiring us.    The best tribute, that
we can pay him is to carry the torch
forward……ensuring that the lan-
guage he loved so much is spoken by
our young generation and continues
to enjoy the status and importance
befitting a national language.

I would like to end with these
evocative words of  Sydney Carton in
Charles Dickens’ Tale of two cities:

It is a far, far better thing that I am
doing today,

than I’ve ever done before;
it is a far, far, better rest that I am

going to,
than I have ever known before.

Rest in peace, dear Friend, and may
you enjoy the joy of everlasting bliss
with our Father in heaven.

Founder Editor of DIVO Konkani Weekly

JB Moraes  Funeral Service

by Thomas Lobo

rest on his laurels, nor
prone to be carried away,
MORAES remained
grounded as a person
despite the many acco-
lades that came his way.

A life is not mea-
sured by the number of
years you live but the life
you put in your years and
throughout his life, JB
Moraes continued to
work selflessly for the
development of the com-

Late J. B. Moraes was the editor of
DIVO Konkani Weekly from 1995
to 1998. DIVO is a sister publica-
tion of The Secular Citizen.
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“Faults in others I can see, but praise
the Lord there’re none in me!”

The term “busybody” usually re
fers to one who is intent on the
matters of others but looks little

to his own issues. Busybodies also
tend to focus especially on the faults,
foibles, and troubles of other folks.
Seldom are they chattering away about
good news related to other people;
more often it is the scurrilous and scan-
dalous that occupy their minds.

Merriam-Webster online defines
a busybody as  “a person who is too
interested in the private lives of other
people.” It is a form of sinful curiosity.

But more seriously, this is a hu-
man problem. Many of us are far too
interested in things that are really none
of our business. That alone is problem
enough. But the problem is com-
pounded in that the busybody is al-
most always too little concerned about
his own ”issues” (we used to call them
sins). When our attention to, fascina-
tion with, or scorn about sin is directed
outward, we lose the proper introspec-
tion that properly examines our own
need for repentance. The pointed in-
dex finger too easily ignores the three
folded fingers pointing back at oneself,
and those three fingers symbolize the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit urging us
to look to our own vineyard.

Indeed, Scripture says, They
made me keeper of the vineyards; but,
my own vineyard I have not kept! (Song
1:6) For we who would be prophets too

Being a Busybody: The Devil’s Trap

easily ignore the word of God as di-
rected to our own souls.

Further, it is a common trap of the
devil that he keeps us focused on what
we cannot change so that we do not
focus on what we can change. In other
words, it is more difficult to change
others and less difficult to change our-
selves. Thus the devil would have us
focus on others, who are hard to
change, so that we will not focus on our
very self, whom we can more easily
change.

Thus, being a busybody is not
only obnoxious, it is a trap the devil
enjoys lying for us.

Pope St. Gregory the Great has a
meditation near the end of his Pastoral
Rule wherein he ponders the problem
of the busybody. He uses the story of
Dinah from the Bible. He does not use
the term “busybody,” but the related
concept of “self-flattery.”  Some of his
observations:

Frequently the crafty enemy …
seduces [the mind] by flattery in a false
security that leads to destruction. And
this is expressed figuratively in the per-
son of Dinah. For it is written,

Now Dinah the daughter of Leah,
whom she had borne to Jacob, went
out to see the women of the land; 2 and
when Shechem the son of Hamor the
Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her,
he seized her and lay with her and
humbled her. 3 And his soul was drawn
to Dinah the daughter of Jacob; he
loved the maiden and spoke tenderly
to her (Gen 34:1-3).

For [pertaining to us] Dinah “goes
down to see the women of that region”
whenever a soul neglects to consider
itself and concerns itself with the ac-
tions of others and wonders beyond its
own proper condition and order. And
Shechem “takes the soul by force”
inasmuch as the Devil corrupts the
mind that is occupied by external mat-
ters. “And [Shechem’s] soul was con-
joined to her” because the devil con-

siders us conjoined to him through
iniquity. And … the devil calls before
our minds a false sense of hope and
security … Thus it is written that
Shechem “spoke tenderly to her” when
she was sad [humbled]. For to us the
devil speaks to us of the greater of-
fenses committed by others … [Pasto-
ral Rule III.29].

In effect, Gregory uses the story
of Dinah as an allegory of the trouble
we get into when we focus too much on
the lives of others and look not enough
to our own souls. For Dinah gets into
trouble when she tours the land to see
the pagan women (the Hivites) and
inquires, with a sort of fascination, into
what they do. And one of the men of
that land seduces her, taking  advan-
tage of the vulnerability caused by her
sinful curiosity. But even after being
humbled and sinned against, she still
lets him speak tenderly to her. She is
far too fascinated with the Hivites. And
thus her rapist, Shechem, was able to
speak tenderly to her and win her heart,
a thing no rapist should be able to do.

But so it is with us. We are far too
fascinated with the sins and struggles
of others. Like busybodies we go out to
consort with the people of the sinful
world. And being focused on and fasci-
nated by them, rather than looking to
our own selves, we open ourselves up
to being taken advantage of by both
the devil and a sinful world. We are an
easy target when we do not look to our
own soul but rather are preoccupied
with the scurrilous details of the lives of
others.

And then the devil seizes us and
has consort with our soul. He speaks
“tenderly” to us telling us how, com-
pared to others, we are not really so
bad.  Here is a false security indeed.
We have been sinfully curious as to the
sins and struggles of others, and now
we are in the devil’s clutches being
reassured by him.

We should be angry with him for
raping our vulnerable soul in the first
place! But instead, we let him sweet-

 Capt. Mervin John Lobo
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talk and reassure us.
And thus we are prey two times

over. First, we indulged our sinful
curiosity into the struggles of others,
and then having done so, allowed
ourselves to be falsely reassured by
the devil of our relative innocence.

The bottom line is that busybod-
ies are easy prey for the devil. By
looking not to their own lives, but
instead prying with sinful fascination
into the lives of others, they wander
into sin easily. And all the while, since
they look not to themselves, they are
easily deluded by the thought that at
least they are not as bad as so-and
so.

Then only problem is, “being
better than so-and-so” is not the stan-
dard for eternal life. Jesus is the stan-
dard. Only grace and mercy can help
us meet that standard.

The busybody is busy about all
things except the one thing neces-
sary. As St. Paul says, If we would
judge ourselves truly, we would not
be judged (1 Cor 11:31).

Vice-Chancellor-turned-Journalist Receives

‘Honesty Award’
by Dr. Jacob Kani

Sri Sunny Sebastian, who is cur
rently the Vice-Chancellor of
Haridev Joshi University of Jour-

nalism and Mass Communication,
Jaipur has been conferred with the
‘Honesty Award’ for his life time achieve-
ment in journalism on 30 December,
2014 at Indore.

The award, instituted by the Hon-
esty Foundation, Goa was conferred
on Sri Sunny Sebastian by Sri S.C.
Behar, IAS (Rtd.), the former Chief Sec-
retary of Madhya Pradesh, during the
47th KNIT INDIA 2014 national conven-
tion, organized by the Universal Soli-
darity Movement of Value Education
for Peace (USM) at St. Arnold’s School,
Indore.

Sri Sunny Sebastian (Left) and
the students who received the Honesty
Awards with Sri. P.V. Rajagopal, Dr.

Virmani, IPS (Rtd.), Sri S.C. Behar, IAS
(Rtd.), Fr. Varghese Alengaden, Sri
Bernardo D’Souza and Sri K.J.
Alphonse, IAS (Rtd.)

Sri Sunny Sebastian has a distin-
guished career in journalism. After tak-
ing his post graduate diplomas in Jour-
nalism from Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan,
Delhi, and International Institute of Jour-
nalism, Berlin-Brandenburg (Ger-
many), he started his career in journal-
ism with Delhi Press in 1981. Later he
worked with news magazines, Surya
India and Delhi Recorder in Delhi and
Free Press Journal Indore as Sub-edi-
tor cum reporter. From 1984 to 1986 he

worked with Rajasthan Patrika group.
In 1986 he joined The Hindu and con-
tinued with it for 26 years until he was
appointed as the first Vice-Chancellor
of the Rajasthan’s first university for
journalism and mass media in October
2012. At the time of this appointment,
Sunny was the Deputy Editor of The
Hindu in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

While deciding upon the award
for Sunny Sebastian, the Honesty
Foundation’s select committee noted
that at a time when there was a surge in
private media organizations, Sunny
Sebastian’s decision to stick with a
value-centric organization was an indi-
cation of his own sense of values, com-
mitment to truth and justice. He always
used his skills in journalism to advance
the agenda of justice for marginalized
communities by analyzing social and
political developments from the lens of
their impact on marginalized commu-
nities.

The award consists of a citation
and cash prize of Rs. 30,001/-
Besides Sunny Sebastian, seven stu-
dents from various schools across the
country received ‘Honesty Award for
Honest Students’. They are R.S.
Boomika and Jaya Sudha (Sacred
Heart Convent Higher Secondary
School, Villupuram, Tamil Nadu),
Manurati Naik (St. Andrew’s Higher
Secondary School, Goa-Velha, Goa),
Vaishnavi Pal (Sophia Secondary
School, Kota, Rajasthan), Lizia Da Silva
(Immaculate Heart of Mary High School,

(Contd.. on p. 18)

(Contd.. from p. 15)
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It’s the “little things” you do
and don’t do that have a
direct impact on your

raises, promotions, and influ-
ence within an organization.
The way you are viewed will
not only impact your success
at your current place of em-
ployment, but it will also affect
the recommendations and ref-
erences that follow you if you
leave.

Do you like your job? Do you want a
promotion? Regardless of your answer
here, excelling at work is important. We
want to be the best employees we can
be, so what does it take to impress our
managers at work?

The following may seem obvious, but

understanding these ideas can take
you far. Once you put them into action,
your attitude and performance will shine
above everything and everyone else.

Have a vision and goals.
First and foremost, remind yourself of
where you want to be and what you’re
doing to get there. Having milestones
along the way is a good reminder of our
success and why we are striving to
perform.

Both long-term and short-term in-
centives help us stay disciplined in our
endeavors. Sometimes I get called into
work when I don’t want to, but I remind
myself that it’s more money, and more
money leads to more luxuries.

I also constantly remind myself of
where I expect to be in five years, and
how this is just one of many steps in the
right direction.

Work for the career you want, not
the job you have.

Careers and jobs are two different
things. Maybe you’re not in the position
you want yet. That doesn’t mean you
should perform at anything less than
110 percent.

Going above and beyond at all
times can do a lot for you. Not only will
it build a better reference from your
peers and superiors, it will also condi-
tion you for a higher level of perfor-
mance.

Empower your peers.
As a leader, it’s always important to
trust your peers, or those under you.
Sometimes it may take time to build
that trust, but it is just as important for
you to give the opportunity to build that
trust as it is for them to earn it.

Accountability
Something I learned in molding myself
as a leader was that I had to set the
example before I could pave the way.
In other words, if I am going to hold my

Prove Your Worth In The Workplace
Become an
Employee of
Influence

Arrive Early and Stay Late.
Skip occasional breaks.
Take pride in how you dress and

groom yourself.
Leave your personal life at home.
Be upbeat and friendly.
Cut the constant chit chat and do

your work.
Avoid speaking poorly of your co-

workers.
Strive for excellence in your work.
Keep your workplace clean.
Stay collected when the pressure

builds.
Get involved.

If you want to elevate your influence
and credibility within your work-
place, then build a brand for your-
self that makes you stand out from
your peers.
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peers to certain expectations, then I
have to exceed those expectations on
my own accord.

Learn how to delegate.
It ties back to empowering your peers.
Sometimes your boss will overload
your plate with more than you can
realistically handle.

Typically, this is a test on two
different accounts: 1) How much can
you handle on your own? 2) Once you
realize how much you can or can’t
handle, what will you do to ensure the
task gets done?
The best idea is to partner with the
people who can help you and give
them the credit they deserve when the
time comes.

Offer Help
It’s important to know where those
around you want to go with their jobs
or careers so you have a better under-
standing of how you can help them
succeed.

This, in turn, will get the best
performance out of your coworkers if
they know you’re looking out for them.

Body language
Body language is something that is
easy to read and understand. Once

you understand it, it’s also the one of
the easiest languages to use to your
advantage.

Pay attention to how people
move. Their arms display passion; their
eyes display how they feel; their stance
displays attitude. You can mirror this
body language to your own advan-
tage, as well.

Seek improvement, not approval.
Always take pride in a job well-done,
but never boast while expecting some-
one to give you a pat on the back. Look
for opportunities to do better if you
want to continue to grow.

On that same token, when some-
one comes to you with a success story,
it doesn’t hurt to give him or her a pat
on the back. Words of encouragement
are powerful when it comes to earning
respect as a leader.

Validate the stories of others.
If someone approaches you with a
success story, rather than tell one of
yours, immerse yourself in his or hers.
Ask this person details about the suc-
cess story, and offer congratulations
while still encouraging him or her to be
consistent with that success.

“One-upping” your peers often
belittles them; whereas, validating their
stories continues to support their
progress.

(Contd.. from p. 17)

Goa-Velha, Goa), Pooja Tariyal (Our
Lady of Rosary High School, Goa) and
Krati Jain (St. Angela Sophia Sr. Sec.
School, Jaipur). They were awarded
for their acts of honesty.

This award consists of a citation
and cash prize of Rs. 10,001/-.
Among others those attended the func-
tion are Dr. Narendra Virmani, IPS (Rtd.),
Sri Bernardo D’Souza (Founder, Hon-
esty Foundation), Sri P.V. Rajagopal
(Founder, Ekta Parishad), Fr. Vargese
Alengaden (Founder, USM), Sri K.J.
Alphonse, IAS (Rtd.), and many Princi-
pals, teachers, parents and students.

‘Honesty Foundation’ was
launched by Sri Bernardo D’Souza in

Goa on 30 December 2012 during the
45th KNIT INDIA annual meet. He
launched the ‘Honesty Foundation’ to
“light a candle instead of cursing the
darkness”, as a response to the issue
of wide spread corruption in the coun-
try, with the objective of rewarding ev-
ery act of honesty. Funds for Honesty
Foundation are raised from the family
business of Sri Bernardo who set apart
one third of his income for the purpose
of serving the society, by giving back to
it a part of which he earned, by support-
ing activities which promotes honesty.

The first activity of the Foundation
was the institution of ‘Honesty Award’
in 2012 to honour school students for
their acts of honesty. After a year, ‘Hon-
esty Award for Honest Journalism’ was
added to it to honour journalists, or
newspapers/periodicals, who promote,

write and work fearlessly to promote
truth, justice, human rights and har-
mony in the society.

Dr. Jacob Kani OFM Cap, the
former editor of Indian Currents weekly
(Delhi), had received the first ‘Honesty
Award for Honest Journalism’ in 2013.

This year yet another Honesty
Award is announced for a school or
institution that practices honesty as a
core value in its campus.

Honesty Awards are given on De-
cember 30 every year during the KNIT
INDIA annual meet in collaboration with
the Indore based Universal Solidarity
Movement of Value Education for Peace
(USM), founded by Fr. Varghese
Alengaden. USM is engaged in pro-
moting value education and leader-
ship training for students across the
country since 1993.

The KNIT INDIA national conven-
tion is annually organized by the USM
from 28 to 31 December every year to
review the personal commitment to the
vision and spirituality to build a civiliza-
tion of love; to renew the commitment
and focus to sustain the vision and
spirituality; to inspire and educate
through mutual sharing of personal
transformation and innovative activi-
ties in the schools and families; to nur-
ture fellowship and friendship with per-
sons from diverse religious and cul-
tural  background; and to make plans
to strengthen and spread the USM way
of life based on self  transformation and
pluralistic spirituality.

About 300 students, teachers and
parents participated in the 4-day an-
nual meet of KNIT INDIA 2014 with the
theme, “Youth Taking Charge NOW to
Transform the Nation”. While several
students narrated their stories of trans-
formation after attending the USM train-
ing programmes, many principals and
teachers shared how USM helped them
to alter the mind sets, values, and bring
about qualitative and transformational
changes in their students and institu-
tions. It had various educational and
motivational input sessions by experts
and speakers besides cultural
programmes. An inter-religious prayer
session at midnight marked the depar-
ture of the year 2014 and the entry of a
promising year 2015.

(Contd.. from p. 16)

Prove Your Worth In The Workplace

‘Honesty Award’
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As a perfectionist, discovering
there are legitimate reasons you
need to make mistakes was

mind blowing. After all, how could I
possibly benefit by doing something
wrong? Strangely enough, mistakes
are actually essential to learning and
growing as an individual. When you
embrace a mistake, it's much easier to
see the reasons you need to make
mistakes. I know it's hard, but it's well
worth it.

Mistakes teach to be bumble
I would love if I never had to face the
embarrassment of making a mistake.
However, it would be far too easy to let
perfection go to my head. Making mis-
takes teaches the valuable lesson of
humility. While you can be confident,
being arrogant will drive #people away.
One of my favorite reasons you need to
make mistakes is to simply become a
more realistic, humble person.

Heightens Creativity
If everything always worked out right
the first time, you would have no rea-
son to try it a different way. Some of the
best innovations come from someone
making a mistake and finding a better
way to perform a task. I might like rock
music, but it didn't take me long to
realize I just don't have a rock voice. I
was embarrassed when someone
pointed it out, but I got creative and
started creating my unique version of
rock that fit my voice perfectly. When
you make a mistake, take the opportu-
nity to find a new creative approach
instead of giving up.

Discover New Skills
By definition, making a mistake means
doing something wrong. I've discov-
ered several new hobbies simply by
making mistakes. For instance, I tried a
new dance exercise and was horrible
at it. After watching me make the same

mistakes over and over, the class leader
suggested I try her hula hoop class
instead. As it turns out, I was excellent
at it. Pay close attention to your mis-
takes. If you're like me, you'll probably
notice a hidden talent you never knew
you had.

Learn to Laugh
It's not so bad when I make a mistake in
private, but when others are around I'm
horrified. Over time, I've learned to laugh
at my mistakes. If I laugh, so will others.
Everyone makes mistakes from time to
time. When you learn to laugh about
them, they don't seem nearly as em-
barrassing, and it actually becomes a
bonding experience for you and those
around you. Being able to laugh helps
improve your confidence and self-es-
teem, and mistakes are a great reason
to laugh.

Mistakes encourage the space of
Growth
While I could simply accept where I'm
at in life and never try to #grow, I've
learned through experience and many
mistakes that growth is an essential
part of life. My mistakes have helped
encouraged me to try new things, stop
doing things that simply don't work in
my life and become an overall better
person. While I may not have enjoyed
making the mistakes, I truly enjoy the

results. Basically, mistakes help you
discover who you are and who you
want to be. Every mistake is a chance
for growth.

Teaches Patience and Persis-
tence
I'm still not a very patient person some-
times, but at least I've learned how to
be persistent. When you make a mis-
take, you have to wait even longer for
the intended result. Plus, you have to
be willing to keep trying. Mistakes are
the single best way to teach both of
those valuable skills. Granted, I'm much
more patient than I used to be, but at
the very least, I'm willing to keep trying
until I succeed. Don't get impatient and
throw your hands up. Be patient and try
again and you might be amazed as the
results.

Learn Forgiveness
I'm not talking so much about forgiving
others, but forgiving yourself. If you're
like me, you are your own worst critic.
A single mistake may have you berat-
ing yourself for days. Mistakes are not
a reason to feel bad about yourself.
They are an opportunity to learn and
create a better you. But first, you have
to forgive the mistake before you can
move on. With each mistake, it gets a
little easier to forgive yourself and en-
joy the benefits.

From improving relationships to
becoming better at my career, mis-
takes have helped me become who I
am today. I'm not perfect and yet, I'm
perfectly happy with my life. While some
mistakes can be bad, the daily mis-
takes are your best friend and you
should embrace them. What have you
learned from making mistakes lately?

Learn from Mistakes
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MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Bachelor, aged 31 years, Ht.
6' 2", Wt. 95 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. 12th English Medium, work-
ing as a Foreman in Qatar. Contact
email : fmalcolm15@gmail.com O R
henryfernandes@mannai.com.qa OR
9820743446 (Regd. No. 6237)
MUMBAI : East Indian / Goan Roman
Catholic Bachelor, aged 37 years, Ht.
5' 10”, Wt. 80 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. B.Com., LL.B., & French
Courses, working as Lawyer in a Law
Firm in Fountain. Attending the High
Court and City Civil. Seeks a present-
able and sincere match. Contact email
: lawfully yours@hotmail.com /
delaney_s@hotmail.com /
sybil_sylvester@yahoo.com OR
8108648725 (Regd. No. 6260)
MUMBAI : Mangaloren Roman Catho-
lic Bachelor, aged 29 years, Ht. 5' 8”,
Wt. 78 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
Electronic Engineer and MBA, Work-
ing as a Consultant in Limited Com-
pany. Contact email :
henry.fernandes53@gmail.com OR
7738365149 (Regd. No. 6259)
MUMBAI : Protestant Christian Bach-
elor, aged 49 years, looks much
younger to his age, Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt. 60
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
DMLT., working as a Section Techni-
cal Coordinater. Contact email :
shashibsd_d@yahoo.co.in OR
9869117823 (Regd. No. 6253)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Bachelor, aged 60 years, looks much
younger to his age, Ht. 5’ 10”, Fair
Complexion, M.Sc., IT, worked in Aus-
tralia as a Programmer. (Regd. No.
6236)
MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Bachelor, aged 33 years, Ht.
5’ 7”, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
PGDRM,  working as a Manager. Con-
tact email : larson316@gmail.com
(Regd. No. 6213)
RAJKOT :  Anglican Protestant Bach-
elor, aged 31 yeas, Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 63
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.

B.Sc., MBA working as a Manager.
Contact email :
evie100984@gmail.com OR
9662671103 (Regd. No.6211)
MUMBAI : Goan Widower, aged 45
years, Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. SSC., HSC, Work-
ing Mechanical Technician in
Abroad, having 9 years daughter.
Currently in Mumbai. Contact email :
cola_mick@yahoo.com OR
9702148869 (Regd. No. 6210)
DHARWAD : Goan RC Bachelor aged
36 years, Ht. 6’, Wt. 79 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn. Masters (Navitical
Science), working as a Merchant
Navy 2nd Officer. Contact email :
ephremf@gmail.com OR
9768153407 (Regd. No. 6205)
USA :  RC Bachelor 34 / 5’ 9”, work-
ing in the USA, with a reputed
organisation on a senior position,
M.Com (India),  MBA (USA) has good
family values god fearing, pleasing
personality, family oriented and hav-
ing own accomodation in the USA.
Seeks life partner from a Roman
Catholic spinster having good
christian values and willing to settle
in the USA. Please send Bio-data
alongwith thelatest photograph to
ovrille@gmail.com (Regd. No. 6204)
USA :  Mangalorean Roman Catholic
Divorcee, aged 46 years,  Ht. 5’ 6”,
Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. Masters in Engineeing and Busi-
ness. Working as a Vice President.
Seeks a girl below 40 years. Contact
email :
vinodmiranda@yahoo.com /
miranda.ronald20@yahoo.com OR
9322191670 (Regd. No. 6199)
MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Divocee, aged 44 years, Ht.
6’, Fair Complexion, Edn. Under-

graduate,  working as a Security
oficer in Ship. Coming in the month
of December, Seeks a suitable
match. Contact Email :
maldsouza@gamil.com OR
09480157258 (Regd. No. 6198)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Bachelor aged 29 years, Ht. 5’ 6”,
Wt, 67 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. MBA, working as a Asst. Man-
ager Marketing in Pune. Seeks a
suitable match preferably Goan.
Contact email :
s.alistair.a@gmail.com OR
9892091909 (Regd. No. 6197)
Pune :  Tamilian Roman Catholic
Bachelor aged 42 years, Ht. 5’ 4”,
Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. Diploma Mech, Engg., Work-
ing  for Govt. Concern. Well settled.
Seeks a simple, qualified girl. Con-
tact email :
berland@rediffmail.com  OR
9822397126 / 8097191727  (Regd.
No. 6191)
Pune :  Goan Roman Catholic Bach-
elor aged 33 years, Ht. 5’ 10”, Wt.
65 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
Diploma Holder, having own busi-
ness. Seeks a Goan homely, family
oriented girl. Contact email :
inbluedreamz@yahoo.com OR
9881768210 (Regd. No. 6189)
MUMBAI : East Indian Roman
Catholic Bachelor, aged 40 years,
Ht.5’ 8”, Wt. 76 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion, Edn. B.A., work-
ing as a Manager. Contact email :
cardoz.clint@gmail.com OR
9833563182 (Regd. No. 6250)
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Mumbai : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 41 years, Ht.
5’2”, Wheatish Complexion, working
as an Executive Admini. in a good
company seeks a suitable match. Con-
tact Mob. : 8097597323
GOA: Goan RC Spinster, aged 27
years, Ht. 4’ 10”, Wt. 42 kgs, Wheatish
Complexion, Edn., MBBS, Diploma
Anesthesa, working as a
Anaesthestist. Seeks a well settled
bachelor below 32 years, Doctor or En-
gineer. Contact email  :
judjjf1960@yahoo.in OR 8600306139
(Regd. No. 6000)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 36 years, Ht. 5’ 2”, slim,
Wheatish Complexion, Education As-
sociate Degree in Business Adminis-
tration from USA. Presently  in
Mumbai. Seeks a educated well-
placed Bachelor upto 42 years from
India/Abroad. Contact email :
perpetual4u2012@yahoo.in OR
28933931 (Regd. No. 6031)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 46 years, Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt.
73 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
B.Com., working as a Audit Assistant.
Contact s_gons@rediffmail.com /
stephy_gons@yahoo.co.in OR
9819884257 (Regd No. 6027)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 24 years, Ht.
5’ 6”, Wt. 58 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.A., working for a Multina-
tional Company. Contact email :
denverr89@gmail.com (Regd. No.
6025)
MUMBAI : Roman Catholic Divorcee,
aged 49 years. Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 65 kgs,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc.,
working as a Sr. Govt. Officer. Con-
tact Email :
reenaahuja2012@gmail.com (Regd.
No. 6023)

MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 40 years, Ht.
4’ 11”, Wt. 50 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.A., working as a Secre-
tary. Contact email :
theresaalvares@gmail.com OR
9892173250 (Regd. No. 6227)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 25 years, Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt.
45 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
B.Com., working as a Supervisor in
Bank. Contact email :
misstressajames001@gmail.com OR
099796887644 (Regd. No. 6226)
PUNE : Tamilian Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 42 years, Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt.
65 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
M.Com., HRD, MPN, working for
WNS. Contact email :
harryanthany.7@gmail.com OR 020-
25816332 (Regd. No. 6225)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 26 years, Ht.
5’ 4”, Wt. 50 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. Graduate, D.Ed., Teacher by
profession. Contact email :
kitoo_angel@rediffmail.com OR
9821389985 (Regd. 6224)
MUMBAI : Goan (Bardez) Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 32 years, Ht.
5’ 4”, Fair Complexion., Edn. B.A.,
Dip. in Financial Management, Bank-
ing Exams, Working as  Senior Man-
ager for a reputed Private Sector Bank
Seeks educated and well settled Ro-
man Catholic  Goan (Bardez) Bach-
elor between 34-36 years. Ht. 5’ 7”
and above. Contact email :
andy.franky@hotmail.com OR
9833710833 (Regd. No. 6185)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 35 years, Ht.
5’ 5”, Wt. 65 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.Com., working as a Sr.
Customer Service Associate. Contact
email : dsouza.arati@gmail.com OR
9869612479 (Regd. No. 6184)
MUMBAI : East Indian Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, aged 44 years, Ht. 5’ 1”,
Wt. 62 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. B.Com., Giving Tuition. Contact
: 9221758206 (Regd. NO. 6181)

MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 32 years, Ht. 5’ 91/
2”, Wt. 70 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. BMS + Executive Course,
working as a Office Assistant. Con-
tact email :
mellita_dmello_82@yahoo.co.in OR
022-2416 2210 (Regd.  No. 6180)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster,  aged 28 years,
Ht. 5’, Wt. 49 kgs, Wheatish Com-
plexion,  Edn. B.Com., working as a
Sr. Research Associates. Contact
email : verita.dsouza@gmail.com
OR 9167719433 / 8879287910
(Regd. No. 6094)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, 32 years, Ht. 5’ 1”,
Wt. 55 kgs, Wheatish Complexion,
Edn. B.Com., MBA (Finance) work-
ing as an Asst. Manager.  Seeks a
suitable match. Contact Email :
florineb81@gmail.com OR
9820233988 (Regd. No. 6098)
6097. MUMBAI :  Goan  Roman
Catholic Spinster, 31 years, Ht. 5’ 7”,
Wt. 56 kgs, Fair Complexion, Edn.
MBA (Finance) working as a Payroll
Administrater. Seeks a suitable
match. Contact Email :
audzzehotmail.com /
maggie_magguehotmail.com OR
9869771255 (Regd. No. 6097)
MUMBAI :  Goan  Roman Catholic
Spinster, 29 years, Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt. 56
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
B.Com., MBA (Finance) working as
an Asst. Manager in Bank.  Seeks a
suitable match. Contact Email :
oldgoa2012@gmail.com OR
9869765169 (Regd. No. 6096)
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MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic Spin-
ster, aged 36 years, Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt. 65
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.Sc.,
PGDC, NIIT. working as a Sr. Execu-
tive in DUBAI. Looking for well quali-
fied bachelor from Working in UAE or
Mumbai. Contact Email :
vsearch2373@gmail.com OR
00971501684427 / 919820594221
(Regd. No. 6177)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, aged 24 years, Ht. 5’, Wt.
50 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
HSC, Diploma, working as a Graphic
designer. Deaf and dumb, can under-
stand and speak little in English. Seeks
a suitable match. Contact email :
serraonancy3@gmail.com OR
7208812988 (Regd. No. 6176)
MUMBAI : Keralite Syro Malabar Spin-
ster, aged 25 years, Ht. 5’ 7”, Wt. 70
kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. MA,
working with CFA firm in USA. Seeks a
suitable match. Contact email :
dayskul@yahoo.co.in OR 9869431648
(Regd. No. 6175)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, born,  brought-up  and edu-
cated in Mumbai, aged 26 years, Ht. 5’
8”, Wt. 60 kgs, fair complexion, Edn.
B.Com., and MBA in HR from
Welingkar, working  for a private com-
pany as executive in corporate Ac-
counts. Seeks a well settled match.
Contact email :
nivedita_dsouza@yahoo.co.in OR
8828477980 / 0251-2449681 (Regd.
No. 6093)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic Spin-
ster, aged 28 years, Ht. 5’ 3”,  Edn.
B.Com., working as a Fashion De-
signer. Seeks a suitable match. Con-
tact email :
rodriguesemma@rediffmail.com OR
9821471904 (Regd. No. 6092)
DUBAI : Mangalorean Roman Catho-
lic Spinster, age 28 years, Ht. 5’ 4”, Wt.
60 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
MBA - Finance, working as an Accoun-
tant in MNC Syvau - UAE, Seeks alli-
ance RC from well educated and good
family background. Working preferably

in UAE. Contact email :
saldanha.leena7@gmail.com OR
9967816258 / 00971-526649919
(Regd. No. 6090)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 25 years, Ht.
5’ 3”, Fair Complexion, Edn. M.com,
(Accounting) GNIIT, Working as an
Accounts Executive. Seeks a
Mangalorean educate and well settled
boy below 30 years. Contact email :
nishalobo88@gmail.com OR
26324478. (Regd. No. 6089)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic Spin-
ster, aged 38 years, Ht. 5’ 2”, Fair Com-
plexion, Edn. B.A., (Economics), work-
ing as a Purchase Manager. Contact
email : lynette_d03@yahoo.com OR
9967501128 (Regd. No. 6088)
QATAR :  R.C. Spinster, age 28, Ht. 5’
6”, MBA, working in Qatar for an Oil
Company along with her family, seeks
alliance from tall, well educated bach-
elors (working on ship or abroad-Engi-
neers), having strong catholic values.
Please respond to email:
vanspereira25@gmail.com OR
97466756066 (Regd. No. 5990)
MUMBAI :  Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 26 years, Ht.
5’ 4”, Wt. 54 kgs, Wheatish Complex-
ion, Edn. B.A.,  working as a Financial
Analyst in MNC. Seeks a suitable
match. Contact email :
natasha_serrao19@yahoo.com OR
9619522154 / 9969114346 (Regd. No.
5988)
Poona : Roman Catholic Spinster,
aged 33 years, Ht. 5’ 2”, Wt. 55 kgs,
Fair Complexion, Beautiful, Edn. B.A.,
B.Ed.,  PG D.P.M. working as a HR
Executive. Contact email :
pravdoll@gmail.com OR 9765411451
/ 9881201988 (Regd. No. 5987)
HARYANA :  Goan Roman Catholic
Divorcee, aged 41 years, Ht. 5’ 1”, Wt.
56 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
MBA, working as a Sr. HR Consultant.
Seeks a suitable match. Contact email
: d.dsouza@metso.com OR
9899501960 (Regd. No. 5986)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic Spin-
ster, aged 38 years, Ht. 5’ 8”, Wt. 50

kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.A.,
working as a LIC Officer.  Seeks a
suitable match.  Contact  email :
v.lobo@rediffmail.com OR
9819050170 (Regd. No. 5982 )
MUMBAI :  Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, 30 years, Ht. 5 ’ 5”, Wt, 70
kgs, Wheatish complexion, smart,
B.Com., LL.B.,  Legal Professional,
smart. Seeks a well educated, finan-
cially stable, well settled abpve 6’ 6”.
Contact email :
marilyndsousa21@gmail.com /
janedoe051@gmail.com OR
9819890592. (Regd. No. 5958)
MUMBAI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 27 years, Ht. 5’ 6”, Wt.
72 kgs, Wheatish Complexion, Edn.
M.D.S., Dentist by profession. Seeks
a Godfearing and highly qualified
bachelor. Contact email :
drmercyj@gmail.com OR 022-
28936063 (Regd. No. 6145)
GUJRAT : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 27 years, Ht. 5’ 4”,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. M.E. (Me-
chanical) working as an Asst. Profes-
sor in Engineering College.  Seeks
highly educated bachelor. Contact
email : alicedsz08@gmail.com /
alicedsouza08@yahoo.in OR 0265-
2339630 (Regd. No. 6144)
NEW DELHI : Goan Roman Catholic
Spinster, aged 28 years, Ht. 5’ 3”,
Wheatish Complexion, Edn. B.A.,
working as a Travel Executive. Seeks
a suitable match. Contact email :
elaine.j.gomes@gmail.com OR
9818729963 (Regd. No. 6143)
DUBAI :  Roman Catholic 27 years,
graduate working in UAE, Seeks alli-
ance from Roman Catholic based in
UAE. Email details to  :
joypeace62@gmail.com (Regd. No.
5955)
MUMBAI : Mangalorean Roman
Catholic Spinster, aged 26 years, Ht.
5’ 4”, Wt. 56 kgs, Fair Complexion,
Edn. B.E., (IT), MS, working as a Sr.
Software Engineer in USA. Contact
email : wilfysouza@gmail.com OR
9869036355 (Regd. No. 6207)
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